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TRAINING 
MATERIALS
Track 1: Title IX 
Coordinators
2021 Fall Cohort

International University

Introduction:           
Critical Issues in Title IX 
and Sexual Misconduct
Peter Lake

Professor of Law, Charles A. Dana Chair, and 
Director of the Center for Excellence in Higher 
Education Law and Policy 

Stetson University College of Law Copyrighted material. May not be 
reproduced without permission.

TRACK 1 ɀTitle IX Coordinators

TRACK 2 ɀTitle IX Decision -Makers and 

Student Conduct Administrators

TRACK 3 ɀTitle IX Investigators

This Module is Designed for:

ÅWhy three tracks?

ÅWhy combine Title IX decision -makers and student 
conduct administrators in the second track?

ÅWhy will Title IX coordinators receive all of the Title IX 
investigator training?

ÅCombination of asynchronous pre -recorded videos 
and live virtual sessions.

ÅQuizzes, questions and assessment.

ÅCertificate of completion.

Structure of the NASPA Title IX Training

Nothing presented in any module in the 

NASPA Title IX Training Certificate is, or 

should be considered, legal advice!

Know when to consult legal counsel.

ÅFirst new regulations in a very long time.

ÅInstitutional response requirement ɁSupportive measures, 

sanctions, remedies

ÅPotentially unfamiliar dynamics with the Department of 

Education ɁGuidance, commentary, blogs

ÅStatus of preexisting guidance and resolutions

ÅExpect enforcement if regulations survive legal challenges 

in court

A Few Initial Thoughts on the New 
Regulations

1 2

3 4

5 6



©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

ÅTitle IX redefines sexual harassment and creates special grievance 
procedures for sexual harassment. 
ÅWhat does this mean for your existing policies and Title IX compliance more 

generally?

ÅTerm Ɉhostile environmentɉ disappears/ɉbalancing testɉ with it.

ÅAllows for recipients to offer informal resolution (mediation). Can be 
used in most instances if parties (complainant and respondent) 
consent voluntarily when a formal complaint is filed.
ÅInformal resolution cannot be used when a student alleges sexual harassment by an 

employee

ÅɈFormal complaintsɉ and Ɉallegationsɉ

ÅLive hearing with cross -examination by advisors

Some Key Features of the New Regulations

ÅChoice in evidentiary standard preserved
ÅɈPreponderance of the evidenceɉ or Ɉclear and convincingɉ

ÅɈMandated reportersɉ supplants Ɉresponsible employeesɉ 

ÅChanges in jurisdiction and scope of Title IX
ÅOff campus; study abroad

ÅEmphasis on ɈimpartialɅɉ processes free from bias and conflicts of interest 

ÅɈSupportive measuresɉ supplants Ɉinterim measuresɉ

ÅSeparation of the decision -maker from other tasks
ÅNo more single-investigator model, but single decision -maker permitted.

ÅAppeals required

ÅTraining mandates

ÅɈNot a courtɉ/ ɈNot a criminal justice systemɉ

Some Key Features of the New Regulations

ñSchools must ensure that Title IX personnel [Title IX Coordinator, any investigator, 
any decision-maker, and any person who facilities an informal resolution (such as 
mediation)] receive training as follows:

o On Title IXôs definition of ñsexual harassmentò

o On the scope of the schoolôs education program or activity

o On how to conduct an investigation and grievance process

o On how to serve impartially, including by avoiding prejudgment of the facts at issue

o On how to avoid conflicts of interest and bias

o Decision-makers must receive training on any technology to be used at a live hearing, 
and on issues of relevance of questions and evidence, including when questions and 
evidence about a complainantôs sexual predisposition or prior sexual behavior are not 
relevant

o Investigators must receive training on issues of relevance to create an investigative 
report that fairly summarizes relevant evidenceò

Training Mandates Specific to the New Regulations

U.S. Dept. of Educ. Office for Civil Rights, Blog (May 18, 2020), 
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/blog/20200518.html

ñAll materials used to train Title IX personnel:

o Must not rely on sex stereotypes,

o Must promote impartial investigations and adjudications of formal complaints of sexual 
harassment,

o Must be maintained by the school for at least 7 years,

o Must be publicly available on the schoolôs website; if the school does not maintain a 
website the school must make the training materials available upon request for inspection 
by members of the public.ò

ñSchools must publish training materials that are up to date and reflect the latest training 
provided to Title IX personnel.ò

ñIf a schoolôs current training materials are copyrighted or otherwise protected as proprietary 
business information (for example, by an outside consultant), the school still must comply 
with the Title IX Rule. This may mean that the school has to secure permission from 
the copyright holder to publish the training materials on the schoolôs website.ò

Posting Training Materials to Your Website

U.S. Dept. of Educ. Office for Civil Rights, Blog (May 18, 2020), 
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/blog/20200518.html(emphasis added).

TRAINING MATERIALS 

We will give each institution permission to post training 

materials (PowerPoint slide handouts, other handouts) to 

their website upon request .  This permission must be 

granted from NASPA in writing before posting any training 

materials to your institutionɅs website. 

Permission from NASPA and Speakers

We assume all recipients will need to take time to review and understand these final 

regulations. . . . At the IHE level, we assume eight hours for the Title IX Coordinator and 

16 hours for an attorney. 

We assume that all recipients will need to revise their grievance procedures. . . . At the 

IHE level, we assume this will take 12 hours for the Title IX Coordinator and 28 hours for 

an attorney with an additional four hours for an administrator to review and approve 

them. 

We assume that all recipients will need to train their Title IX Coordinators, an 

investigator, any person designated by a recipient to facilitate an informal resolution 

process (e.g., a mediator), and two decision-makers (assuming an additional decision-

maker for appeals). . . .We assume this training will take approximately eight hours for 

all staff at the . . . IHE level. 

Training Time Estimated by the 
Department

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 
85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) (online at www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30567. 

Id.

Id. 
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Å Title IX coordinator
Å Every institution must designate one

Å Title IX investigator
Å Can be the Title IX coordinator, cannot be a decision-maker or 

appellate officer (thus no single -investigator model)

Å Title IX decision -maker 
Å Cannot be the investigator (thus no single -investigator model) 

or Title IX coordinator

Å Appellate officer 
Å Cannot be the original decision -maker or investigator

Å Anyone implementing an informal process such a 
mediation, case management, records management, 
etc.

Personnel

Budgetary and operational concerns?

Prevalence 
Data

Postsecondary Institutions

One in five college women experience attempted or completed sexual assault in college; 

some studies state one in four. One in 16 men are sexually assaulted while in college. 

One poll reported that 20 percent of women, and five percent of men, are sexually 

assaulted in college.

62 percent of women and 61 percent of men experience sexual harassment during 

college.

Among undergraduate students, 23.1 percent of females and 5.4 percent of males 

experience rape or sexual assault; among graduate and undergraduate students 11.2 

percent experience rape or sexual assault through physical force, violence, or 

incapacitation; 4.2 percent have experienced stalking since entering college.

A study showed that 63.3 percent of men at one university who self -reported acts 

qualifying as rape or attempted rape admitted to committing repeat rapes.

See generally Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education 
Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance(final rule) 
at 30075-83. 

Id. at 30076 (internal citations omitted). 

Id. (internal citation omitted). 

Id. (internal citation omitted).  

Id. (internal citation omitted).  

Prevalence Data ɀPostsecondary Institutions 
ContɅd

More than 50 percent of college sexual assaults occur in August, 

September, October, or November, and students are at an increased risk 

during the first few months of their first and second semesters in college; 

84 percent of the women who reported sexually coercive experiences 

experienced the incident during their first four semesters on campus.

Seven out of ten rapes are committed by someone known to the victim; for 

most women victimized by attempted or completed rape, the perpetrator 

was a boyfriend, ex -boyfriend, classmate, friend, acquaintance, or 

coworker. Id. (internal citations omitted).  

Id. (internal citation omitted).  

Of college students in fraternity and sorority life, 48.1 percent of females and 
23.6 percent of males have experienced nonconsensual sexual contact, 
compared with 33.1 percent of females and 7.9 percent of males not in fraternity 
and sorority life.

Fifty -eight percent of female academic faculty and staff experienced sexual 
harassment across all U.S. colleges and universities, and one in ten female 
graduate students at most major research universities reports being sexually 
harassed by a faculty member.

Twenty -one to 38 percent of college students experience faculty/staff -
perpetrated sexual harassment and 39 to 64.5 percent experience student -
perpetrated sexual harassment during their time at their university. 

Id. (internal citations omitted).  

Id. (internal citation omitted).  

Id. (internal citations omitted).  

Prevalence Data ɀPostsecondary Institutions 
ContɅd

ÅLisakD, Miller PM. Repeat rape and multiple offending among undetected 
rapists.Violence Vict. 2002;17(1):73-84. doi:10.1891/vivi.17.1.73.33638

ÅSwartoutKM, Koss MP, White JW, Thompson MP, Abbey A, Bellis AL. Trajectory 
Analysis of the Campus Serial Rapist Assumption.JAMA 
Pediatr. 2015;169(12):1148ς1154. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2015.0707

ÅJohnson & Taylor, The Campus Rape Frenzy: The Attack on Due Process at 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ (Encounter Books, 2017).

ÅFoubert, J.D., Clark-Taylor, A., & Wall, A. (2019).άLǎ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ǊŀǇŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ 
or single time problem? Evidence from a multi-ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ǎǘǳŘȅΦέViolence Against 
Women. DOI: 10.1177/1077801219833820. 

The Controversial Science of Sexual Predation

Avoid or Use?
ÅSome schools and training entities have moved away 

from using trauma-informed techniques for fear of 
appearing victim-leaning. 

ÅTrauma can impact anyone in a grievance process or 
seeking supportive measures: Use research without 
stereotypes or gender bias. 

ÅCredibility v. Reliability
ÅwŜŀŘ 5h9Ωǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ǘǊŀǳƳŀ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅΧ

Trauma -Based Approaches
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Trauma

The Department is sensitive to the effects of trauma on sexual 

harassment victims and appreciates that choosing to make a 

report, file a formal complaint, communicate with a Title IX 

Coordinator to arrange supportive measures, or participate in a 

grievance process are often difficult steps to navigate in the 

wake of victimization. 

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or 
Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) 
(online at www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30064 
(emphasis added). 

Trauma ContɅd

The Department understands from anecdotal evidence and research studies 

that sexual violence is a traumatic experience for survivors. The Department 

is aware that the neurobiology of trauma and the impact of trauma on a 

survivorɅs neurobiological functioning is a developing field of study with 

application to the way in which investigators of sexual violence offenses 

interact with victims in criminal justice systems and campus sexual 

misconduct proceedings. The final regulations require impartiality in 

investigations and emphasize the truth -seeking function of a grievance 

process. The Department wishes to emphasize that treating all parties with 

dignity, respect, and sensitivity without bias, prejudice, or stereotypes 

infecting interactions with parties fosters impartiality and truth -seeking. 

Id. at 30069 (internal citation omitted).

Trauma ContɅd

Further, the final regulations contain provisions specifically intended to take 

into account that complainants may be suffering results of trauma; for 

instance, § 106.44(a) has been revised to require that recipients promptly 

offer supportive measures in response to each complainant and inform each 

complainant of the availability of supportive measures with or without filing 

a formal complaint. To protect traumatized complainants from facing the 

respondent in person, cross -examination in live hearings held by 

postsecondary institutions must never involve parties personally questioning 

each other, and at a partyɅs request, the live hearing must occur with the 

parties in separate rooms with technology enabling participants to see and 

hear each other.

Id. (internal citation omitted).

ɈVictimɉ/ɈSurvivorɉ or ɈPerpetratorɉ

When the Department uses the term Ɉvictimɉ (or Ɉsurvivorɉ) or 

Ɉperpetratorɉ to discuss these final regulations, the Department 

assumes that a reliable process, namely the grievance process 

described in § 106.45, has resulted in a determination of 

responsibility, meaning the recipient has found a respondent 

responsible for perpetrating sexual harassment against a 

complainant. Id. at 30031. 

Enacted by Congress, Title IX seeks to   
reduce or eliminate barriers to 

educational opportunity caused by sex 
discrimination in institutions that receive 

federal funding. 

This is the unchanged mission of Title IX!

Our Mission Has Not ChangedɎ

34 CFR Part 106 Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in 

Education Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial 

Assistance

The final regulations obligate recipients to respond promptly and 
supportively to persons alleged to be victimized by sexual 
harassment, resolve allegations of sexual harassment promptly and 
accurately under a predictable, fair grievance process that provides 
due process protections to alleged victims and alleged perpetrators 
of sexual harassment, and effectively implement remedies for 
victims.

Title IX: FINAL RULE

Id. at 30026. 
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A summary of the         
10 elements of 
§ 106.45(b)(1)(i-x) 
Basic Requirements 
for a Grievance 
Process.

1. Equitable treatment of parties/provision of remedies
2. Objective evaluation of evidence
3. No bias or conflicts of interest/training of Title IX 

personnel
4. Presumption of non-responsibility of respondent until 

process is complete
5. Reasonably prompt time frames
6. Articulate and publish the range of possible sanctions
7. Choose then evenly apply the evidentiary standard
8. Provide procedures and standards for appeal
9. Describe supportive measures
10.Legally-privileged information can only be used if 

privilege is waived

Summary of Basic Requirements for a Grievance 
Process Tuning

ÅRecipients may continue to address harassing conduct that does not 
meet the § 106.30 definition of sexual harassment, as acknowledged by 
the DepartmentɅs change to § 106.45(b)(3)(i) to clarify that dismissal of a 
formal complaint because the allegations do not meet the Title IX 

definition of sexual harassment, does not preclude a recipient from 
addressing the alleged misconduct under other provisions of the 
recipientɅs own code of conduct. Id. at 30037 -38 (emphasis added). 

ÅSimilarly, nothing in these final regulations prevents a recipient from 
addressing conduct that is outside the DepartmentɅs jurisdiction due to 

the conduct constituting sexual harassment occurring outside the 
recipientɅs education program or activity, or occurring against a person 

who is not located in the United States. Id. at 30038 n.108 (emphasis added). 

§106.45 may not be circumventedɎ 
. . . by processing sexual harassment complaints under non -Title IX 

provisions of a recipientɅs code of conduct.The definition of Ɉsexual 

harassmentɉ in § 106.30 constitutes the conduct that these final 

regulations, implementing Title IX, address. . . . [W]here a formal 

complaint alleges conduct that meets the Title ϥX definition of Ɉsexual 

harassment,ɉ a recipient must comply with § 106.45. 

Id. at 30095.

ɈStaying in Your Laneɉ

ÅAgainst complainant, respondent, witnesses, advisors

ÅAgainst employees 

ÅVigilantism ɁDigital or otherwise

Retaliation

LakeɅs Four Corners of Title ϥX Regulatory Compliance

Four Corners Model

Organization and 
Management

Investigation, Discipline and 
Grievance Procedures

Impacted Individual 
Assistance  

Campus Culture and 
Climate

Title IX 
Compliance

These regulations slated 
to go into effect on August 
14, 2020. This date is 
potentially subject to 
modification. Consult your 
attorneys.

The Dept. of Education 
has stated they will not 
enforce these regulations 
retroactively.

Timing
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COVID-19

ÅVirtual hearings

ÅMore online learning

ÅMore Clery /VAWA-type offenses?

ÅBudget cuts, hiring freezes, furloughs, etc. due to 

the pandemic

Social Justice Issues

The Social Context

ÅTraining specific to your institutionɅs policies.
ÅThere is not one universal policy for sex discrimination; differences exist in 

procedures, definitions, etc. from campus to campus.

ÅYour campus policies may be in transit now. 

ÅTraining on technology usage for live hearings on your campus.
ÅEspecially important for decision -makers.

ÅAdditional and continued training on bias is always a good 
idea.

ÅContinuing education at regular intervals.

ÅREMEMBERɁϥtɅs always good to hear from multiple voices!

Further training recommendedɎ

Thank YouɎ

Å to NASPA

Å to my fellow presenters

Å to YOU!!!!

Post-Module Questions

Detailed Legal 
Foundations and the 
New Regulations

Peter Lake

Professor of Law, Charles A. Dana Chair, and 
Director of the Center for Excellence in Higher 
Education Law and Policy 

Stetson University College of Law Copyrighted material. May not be 
reproduced without permission.

TRACK 1 ɀTitle IX Coordinators

TRACK 2 ɀTitle IX Decision -Makers and 

Student Conduct Administrators

This Module is Designed for:

ÅEnacted by Congress, Title IX seeks to reduce or 
eliminate barriers to educational opportunity caused 
by sex discrimination in institutions that receive 
federal funding. This is the mission of Title IX! 

ÅOther federal laws also address sex discrimination.  
There are complex interactions with other federal 
laws, such as the Clery Act, the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), and the Violence 
Against Women Act (VAWA). [These issues are 
addressed in a separate module.]

ÅTitle IX is concerned with institutional response to 
discrimination.

What is Title IX? What is its mission?
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34 CFR Part 106 Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education 

Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance

The final regulations specify how recipients of Federal financial 
assistance covered by Title IX, including elementary and secondary 
schools as well as postsecondary institutions, (hereinafter collectively 
referred to as Ɉrecipientsɉ or Ɉschoolsɉ), must respond to allegations of 
sexual harassment consistent with Title ϥXɅs prohibition against sex 
discrimination. These regulations are intended to effectuate Title ϥXɅs 
prohibition against sex discrimination by requiring recipients to 
address sexual harassment as a form of sex discrimination in 
education programs or activities. 

Title IX: FINAL RULE

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or 
Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) 
(online at www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30026 
(emphasis added). 

The final regulations obligate recipients to respond promptly 

and supportively to persons alleged to be victimized by sexual 

harassment, resolve allegations of sexual harassment promptly 

and accurately under a predictable, fair grievance process that 

provides due process protections to alleged victims and alleged 

perpetrators of sexual harassment, and effectively implement 

remedies for victims.

Title IX: FINAL RULE

Id. (emphasis added).

The final regulations also clarify and modify Title IX regulatory 
requirements regarding remedies the Department may impose on 
recipients for Title IX violations, the intersection between Title IX, 
Constitutional protections, and other laws, the designation by each 
recipient of a Title IX Coordinator to address sex discrimination 
including sexual harassment, the dissemination of a recipientɅs non-
discrimination policy and contact information for a Title IX 
Coordinator, the adoption by recipients of grievance procedures and 
a grievance process, how a recipient may claim a religious 
exemption, and prohibition of retaliation for exercise of rights under 
Title IX.

Title IX: FINAL RULE

Id.

Legal Foundations: 
How did we get here?

Why do I need to know 

so much about law?

Before:

Campuses focused on equality in sports, admissions, etc.

April 2011 (Obama Administration):

Dear Colleague Letter released as a Ɉreminderɉ that Title ϥX covers sexual 
harassment 

Yale Investigation

The awakening of the Dept. of Education (DOE)

After April 2011 :

Numerous investigations/Substantial guidance

April 2014 FAQ document and White House Task Force to Protect Students 
from Sexual Assault report Not Alone

April 2015 guidance on the role of the Title IX Coordinator

The rise of vendors, experts, etc.

Title IX Before and After April 2011
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ÅEducation Secretary Betsy DeVos

ÅRescission of Obama -Era Guidance in 2017

ÅWithdrawal of guidance on transgender students (Feb. 2017)

Å2011 Dear College Letter (Sept. 2017)

Å2014 Questions & Answers on Title IX and Sexual Violence (Sept. 2017)

Åϥnstituted Ɉinterimɉ and Ɉsubstantialɉ guidance in September 
2017

ÅFocus on respondentsɅ rights/procedural protections/due 
process/bias and conflicts of interest

ÅNotice and comment period on the new regulations ended with 
a record -breaking number of comments (over 120,000)

ÅComplex implications for protection from discrimination based 
on sexual orientation, or appearance thereof.

Title IX and the Trump 
Administration

Title IX: Current and Former Guidance

Å Sexual Harassment Guidance: Harassment of Students By School Employees, Other 

Students, or Third Parties , 62 FR 12034 (Mar. 13, 1997). 

Å Revised Guidance on Sexual Harassment: Harassment of Students by School 

Employees, Other Students, or Third Parties (Jan. 19, 2001).

Å Dear Colleague Letter: Sexual Violence (April 4, 2011), WϥTHDRAWN by, U.S. DepɅt. of 

Education, Office for Civil Rights, Dear Colleague Letter (Sept. 22, 2017).

Å Questions and Answers on Title IX and Sexual Violence (April 29, 2014) WITHDRAWN 

by, U.S. DepɅt. of Education, Office for Civil Rights, Dear Colleague Letter (Sept. 22, 

2017).

Å Q&A on Campus Sexual Misconduct (Sept. 22, 2017).

ÅUncertain features of pre-existing guidance and status of 
άŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅέ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻƎ ǇƻǎǘǎΦ 
ÅbŜǿ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊȅ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎǎΧΦ

Å²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ άǎǘǊŀŘŘƭŜέ ŎŀǎŜǎΚ
ÅDOE has said they will not enforce new regulations 

retroactively.

The New Regulations and Previous Guidance New Regulations and Court Activity

Judicial activism and inactivism

Å Lower courts and SCOTUS

Å 6th Circuit in Baum

Å 7th Circuit in Purdue

Å 3rd Circuit in University of Sciences

Å U.S. District Court for District of Tennessee in Rhodes 

College 

ÅSee Jeremy Bauer-Wolf, Constitutional Due Process at Private 

Institutions? Inside Higher Ed (June 25, 2019).

Litigation Risk

ÅWill the new regulations cause an increased risk of litigation?

ÅThe Department doesnɅt think so. For example: Ɉ[ϥ]f recipients comply 

with these final regulations, these final regulations may have the effect of 

decreasing litigation because recipients with actual knowledge would be 

able to demonstrate that they were not deliberately indifferent in 

responding to a report of sexual harassment.ɉId. at 30115.

ÅActual cases are rising in number even before the regulations. Courts 

are referring to the new regulations already.

ÅFee shifting?  Will colleges have to pay for attorneyɅs fees of plaintiffs?

Challenges to the New Regulations

ÅCongress

ÅThe Department acknowledges that Congress could address Title IX sexual harassment 

through legislation, but Congress has not yet done so. 

ÅHouse of Representatives Committee on Oversight Reform , Letter to DeVos-DoED re: 

Title IX (June 22, 2020). 

ÅPending Litigation

ÅJames Walker, Betsy DeVos Sued by Organizations Representing Student Victims of Sexual 

Violence, Newsweek (Jun. 11, 2020) (online at www.newsweek.com/betsy-devos-

lawsuit-title -ix-rule-changes-sexual-harassment-1510147).

ÅACLU/NWLC

ÅState Attorneys General 

Å2020 General Election

Id. at 30060. 
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ÅTitle IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX), 20 
U.S.C. §§ 1681 et seq.

ÅImplementing Regulations, 34 C.F.R. Part 106

ÅNotice and Comment

ÅRule-making/Negotiated rule -making

ÅCommentary/Blogs from the Dept. of Education

ÅGuidance

ÅResolution Letters and Agreements

ÅOther Sources ɁSpeeches, Website, Participation with the Field

ÅState Law Mandates [These are addressed in a separate 
module.]

Legal Mandates, Etc. Under Title IX ɁWhere Is the 
Law?

Federal Regulators:  Two Key 
Players

Department of Education 
Enforcement through Office for Civil Rights (regional offices)
Historical K-12 focus

Department of Justice
Largely dormant in higher ed for years
ά/ǊƛƳŜ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎέ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΣ ŘǊǳƎǎΣ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ
[DOJ does not seem to have played a large role in the new 
Title IX regulations.]

The CourtsɁCivil Action Under Title IX

ÅThe US Supreme Court allows actions in court to pursue damages 
for Title IX (but with many limitations).

ÅGebser v. Lago Vista Independent School District, 118 S. Ct. 1989, 141 L. Ed. 
2d 277 (1998).

ÅDavis v. Monroe County Bd. of Ed., 526 U.S. 629 (1999).

ÅVictims as Ɉplaintiffsɉ face tough standards

ÅKnowledge (Reporting)

ÅPattern

ÅObjective

ÅDeliberate indifference

ÅThe Supreme Court has hesitated to:

ÅApply Title ϥX to a Ɉsingle actɉ

ÅBroadly protect LGBTQ rights, but see the recent BostockTitle VII decision 
(more to come on thisɎ)

The Courts v. The Regulators  

Litigation in the lower courts has multiplied.  

Institutions must seek advice of counsel on 

the implications for Title IX compliance on 

their campuses.

Know when to talk with counsel.

Important Note!

The Regulators

ÅThreat of loss of federal funding

ÅAn act of violence is a crime, is against campus policy, and 

is a form of discrimination.

The Courts v. The Regulators  
Whose View of Title IX Wins in the 

End?

Showdowns are coming!

CONGRESS

COURTS                     REGULATORS

Ą Court cases are already testing some issues
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Free Speech and 
Academic Freedom in the 

New Regulations 

The § 106.30 definition [of sexual harassment] captures categories of misconduct likely to impede 

educational access while avoiding a chill on free speech and academic freedom. The Department 

agrees with commenters noting that the Department has a responsibility to enforce Title IX while not 

interfering with principles of free speech and academic freedom . . .   

Precisely because expressive speech, and not just physical conduct, may be restricted or punished as 

harassment, it is important to define actionable sexual harassment under Title IX in a manner 

consistent with respect for First Amendment rights, and principles of free speech and academic 

freedom, in education programs and activities. . . . Id.

The Department believes, however, that severity and pervasiveness are needed elements to ensure 

ǘƘŀǘ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L·Ωǎ ƴƻƴŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǇǳƴƛǎƘ ǾŜǊōŀƭ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ 

restricts speech and academic freedom, and that recipients are not held responsible for controlling 

ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊŀȅΣ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ

Id. at 30154. 

New Regulations and Free Speech/Academic 
Freedom

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 
85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) (online at www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30142.

The Supreme Court has not squarely addressed the intersection between First Amendment 

protection of speech and academic freedom, and non-sex discrimination Federal civil rights 

laws that include sexual harassment as a form of sex discrimination (i.e., Title VII and Title 

IX). With respect to sex discriminatory conduct in the form of admissions or hiring and firing 

decisions, for example, prohibiting such conduct does not implicate constitutional concerns 

even when the conduct is accompanied by speech, and similarly, when sex discrimination 

occurs in the form of non-verbal sexually harassing conduct, or speech used to harass in a 

quid pro quo manner, stalk, or threaten violence against a victim, no First Amendment 

problem exists. However, with respect to speech and expression, tension exists between 

CƛǊǎǘ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

educational environments free from sex discrimination when the speech is unwelcome on 

the basis of sex. 

Id. at 30161-62 (internal citations omitted).

More on the First Amendment

ɈSexɉ

What is Ɉsexɉ for Title ϥX 
purposes? 

¢ƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ άǎŜȄέ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
ǎƘƛŦǘΦ  Lƴ Ǉŀǎǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ άǎŜȄέ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƭŜκŦŜƳŀƭŜ 
ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ ōƛǊǘƘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƻǊ ŀƴŀǘƻƳƛŎŀƭ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎΦ  ά{ŜȄέ ŦƻǊ 
Title IX purposes includes:

Å Gender based on biological or anatomical factors
Å Actual or perceived gender identity

Sometimes individuals do not conform to stereotypical notions of 
masculinity or femininity. 

Helpful Resource
UC Davis, LGBTQIA Resource Center Glossary,
https://lgbtqia.ucdavis.edu/educated/glossary

2001 Guidance pg. 3:

ɈAlthough Title IX does not prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation , sexual harassment directed at gay or lesbian students that is 
sufficiently serious to limit or deny a studentɅs ability to participate in or 
benefit from the schoolɅs program constitutes sexual harassment 
prohibited by Title IX under the circumstances described in this guidance.  
For example, if a male student or a group of male students target a gay 
student for physical sexual advances, serious enough to deny or limit the 
victimɅs ability to participate in or benefit from the schoolɅs program, the 
school would need to respond promptly and effectively, as described in 
this guidance, just as it would if the victim were heterosexual.  On the 
other hand, if students heckle another student with comments based on 
the studentɅs sexual orientation (e.g., Ɉgay students are not welcome at 
this table in the cafeteriaɉ), but their actions do not involve conduct of a 
sexual nature, their actions would not be sexual harassment covered by 
Title IX. 

Title ϥX: Does Ɉsexɉ include actual or perceived 
sexual orientation ?

(emphasis added) 
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The 2001 guidance position is complicated by 

OCR statements and the new Title IX 

regulations and recent litigation.

ɈAll students can experience sex-based harassment, including 
male and female students, LGBT students , students with 
disabilities, and students of different races, national origins, 
and ages. Title IX protects all students from sex -based 
harassment, regardless of the sex of the parties, including 
when they are members of the same sex .ɉ

ɈTitle ϥX also prohibits gender-based harassment, which is 
unwelcome conduct based on a studentɅs sex, harassing 
conduct based on a studentɅs failure to conform to sex 
stereotypes .ɉ

2018 OCR Statement

U.S. Dept. of Educ. Office for Civil Rights, Sex-based Harassment, 
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/frontpage/pro-students/issues/sex-issue01.html(last visited 
July 8, 2020) (emphasis added).

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǎŜȄέ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜΦ The 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ ŀ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǎŜȄέ ƛƴ 

the NPRM and declines to do so in these final 

regulations. The focus of these regulations remains 

prohibited conduct.

ϥs Ɉsexɉ defined in the new regulations?

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or 
Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) 
(online at www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30177 
(emphasis added). 

Bostock v. Clayton County (June 15, 2020)

A consolidation of three cases of employment discrimination under 

Title VII.

Holding: Employees are protected from discrimination due to their 

sexual orientation or gender identity under Title VII of the Civil Rights 

Act of 1964.

SCOTUS/Bostock and Implications for Title IX

ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǊǳƭŜΥ !ƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ ǾƛƻƭŀǘŜǎ ¢ƛǘƭŜ ±LL 
when it intentionally fires an individual employee based in part on sex. It 
ƳŀƪŜǎ ƴƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ōŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƛƴǘƛŦŦΩǎ ǎŜȄ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
the decision or that the employer treated women as a group the same when 
ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇΦέ 

άCŜǿ ŦŀŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿŜ ŦŀŎŜΦ 9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
three cases before us started the same way: An employer fired a long-time 
employee shortly after the employee revealed that he or she is homosexual 
or transgenderτŀƴŘ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƴƻ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜΩǎ 

ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦέ 

Bostock Quotes

Åά!ƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ 
against a person for being homosexual or transgender without 
ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǎŜȄΦέ

ÅάΧ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŜȄǘǊƛŎŀōƭȅ ōƻǳƴŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǎŜȄΦέ 

Åά²Ŝ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜȄΦ .ǳǘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴΣ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻǊ 

transgender status necessarily entails discrimination based on sex; the first 
Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΦέ

Bostock Quotes
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ά¢ƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ ǿƻǊǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǿŜŜǇ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ¢ƛǘƭŜ ±LL ǘƻ 

other federal or state laws that prohibit sex discrimination. And, under 

Title VII itself, they say sex-segregated bathrooms, locker rooms, and 

dress codes will prove unsustainable after our decision today. But none 

of these other laws are before us; we have not had the benefit of 

adversarial testing about the meaning of their terms, and we do not 

ǇǊŜƧǳŘƎŜ ŀƴȅ ǎǳŎƘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ

More Quotes from Bostock ɀThe Bostock Caveat

ά!ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΣ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ 
ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΧ ǘƘƛǎ /ƻǳǊǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
CƛǊǎǘ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŀǿǎ άǘƻ 
claims concerning the employment relationship between a religious institution and its 
ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΦέ

άBecause the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA) operates as a kind of super 
statute, displacing the normal operation of other federal laws, it might supersede Title 
±LLΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎŀǎŜǎΦέ ά.ǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ 
ƭƛōŜǊǘȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƛǘƭŜ ±LL ŀǊŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǘƻƻΦέ 

ά{ƻ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŀǎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŦǊŜŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜǊƛǘ 
careful consideration, none of the employers before us today represent in this Court 
ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƛǘƭŜ ±LL ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŦǊƛƴƎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƭƛōŜǊǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǿŀȅΦέ 

More Quotes from Bostock

ɈDue Processɉ

Åά5ǳŜ tǊƻŎŜǎǎέ - a complex and multidimensional concept
ÅaƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŘƛŀƭŜŎǘƛŎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ άŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘǎέ ŀƴŘ 
έǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎέ

Å The college as bystander or neutral
Å Is this the way to create college court?
ÅWhat about resource imbalances between institutions or 

complainants/respondents?

Due Process

Due Process

[T]he evolution of the American concept of due process of law has 

revolved around recognition that for justice to be done, procedural 

protections must be offered to those accused of even the most heinous 

offenses ɀprecisely because only through a fair process can a just 

conclusion of responsibility be made. Further, the § 106.45 grievance 

process grants procedural rights to complainants and respondents so that 

both parties benefit from strong, clear due process protections. 

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or 
Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) 
(online at www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30095 
(emphasis added). 

Due Process ContɅd*

[T]he final regulations prescribe a grievance process grounded in principles of due process for the benefit 
of both complainants and respondents, seeking justice in each sexual harassment situation that arises in 
a recipientɅs education program or activity. 

ɄOnce it is determined that due process applies, the question remains what process is due.Ʌ Goss v. Lopez, 419 

U.S. 565, 577 (1975) (quoting Morrissey , 408 U.S. at 481).

Procedural due process of law requires at a minimum notice and a meaningful opportunity to be heard. 
Goss, 419 U.S. at 580.

Due process Ʉis not a technical conception with a fixed content unrelated to time, place and 
circumstances.Ʌ Mathews , 424 U.S. at 334 (quoting Cafeteria Workers v. McElroy , 367 U.S. 886, 895 (1961)). 

ϥnstead, due process Ʉis flexible and calls for such procedural protections as the particular situation 
demands.Ʌ Mathews , 424 U.S. at 334 (quoting Morrissey v. Brewer , 408 U.S. 471, 481 (1972).

The fundamental requirement of due process is the opportunity to be heard Ʉat a meaningful time and in 
a meaningful manner.Ʌ Mathews , 424 U.S. at 333 (quoting Armstrong v. Manzo , 380 U.S. 545, 552 (1965)).

*See generally id. at 30050-53. 
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ÅChevron//Article II

ÅState Farm

ÅProtected Interests

ÅMatthewsBalancing Test

ÅCitizens United Ą Associational 
Rights

ÅOriginalism/Textualism

ÅEfficacy/Fairness to those not 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ άƘŜŀǊƛƴƎέ

ÅNew Fairness Issues Created by 
ά/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ /ƻǳǊǘέ

ÅHorowitz/Ewing and Academic 
Freedom

ÅSubstantive Due Process

ÅSlippery Slope
ÅTenure for Students
ÅGhost of Hugo Black in Tinker

More Due Process The Department of Education reiterates that colleges are not 
courts prosecuting crimes.

[S]chools, colleges, and universities are educational institutions and not courts of law. The § 106.45 
grievance process does not attempt to transform schools into courts; rather, the prescribed 
framework provides a structure by which schools reach the factual determinations needed to 
discern when victims of sexual harassment are entitled to remedies. The Department declines to 
import into § 106.45 comprehensive rules of evidence, rules of civil or criminal procedure, or 
constitutional protections available to criminal defendants. The Department recognizes that 
schools are neither civil nor criminal courts, and acknowledges that the purpose of the § 106.45 
grievance process is to resolve formal complaints of sexual harassment in an education program or 
activity, which is a different purpose carried out in a different forum from private lawsuits in civil 
courts or criminal charges prosecuted by the government in criminal courts. 

The Department is not regulating sex crimes, per se, but rather is addressing a type of 
discrimination based on sex.

Id. at 30097.

Id. at 30099.

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ άŎƻǳǊǘΚέ
Acourt is any person or institution, often as agovernmentinstitution, with theauthority to adjudicatelegal 
disputesbetweenpartiesand carry out theadministration of justicein civil, criminal, andadministrativematters 
in accordance with therule of law. David Walker, The Oxford Companion to Law,Oxford University Press (1980), at 301.

ɈDeliberate 
ϥndifferenceɉ

ɈGebser/Davis Frameworkɉ for Evaluating ϥnstitutional 
Compliance (with Some Twists)

3-Part Framework

1. A definition of actionable sexual harassment

2. The schoolɅs actual knowledge

3. The schoolɅs deliberate indifference

4. Promptness

5. Equitableness

6. Reasonableness 

Å New grievance procedures well beyond Gebser
Å Roadmap for litigation?
Å Risk of DOE enforcement?
Å Doug Lederman, A New Day at OCRInside 

Higher Ed (June 28, 2017).

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education 
Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 
30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) (online at 
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30032 
(numeration and emphasis added). 

ɈDeliberate ϥndifferenceɉ

As the Supreme Court reasoned in Davis, a recipient acts with deliberate 

indifference only when it responds to sexual harassment in a manner that 

is Ɉclearly unreasonable in light of the known circumstances.ɉ

[U]nless the recipientɅs response to sexual harassment is clearly 

unreasonable in light of the known circumstances, the Department will 

not second guess such decisions.

Id. at 30091 (internal citation omitted).

Id. at 30092 (internal citation omitted).

ɈDeliberate ϥndifferenceɉ ContɅd

[T]he final regulations apply a deliberate indifference standard for evaluating a 
recipientɅs decisions with respect to selection of supportive measures and 
remedies, and these final regulations do not mandate or scrutinize a recipientɅs 
decisions with respect to disciplinary sanctions imposed on a respondent after a 
respondent has been found responsible for sexual harassment. 

[T]he Department will not deem a recipient not deliberately indifferent based on 
the recipientɅs restriction of rights protected under the U.S. Constitution, 
including the First Amendment, the Fifth Amendment, and the Fourteenth 
Amendment. 

Id. at 30034 n.60.

Id. at 30091.
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A Review of the 
New Regulations

Operational considerations will be 

addressed in separate modules.

§ 106.8 Designation of 
coordinator, dissemination of 
policy, and adoption of 
grievance procedures. 

Each recipient must designate and authorize at least one employee to coordinate 
its efforts to comply with its responsibilities under this part, which employee must 
be referred to as the ɄɄTitle ϥX Coordinator.ɅɅ The recipient must notify applicants for 
admission and employment, students, parents or legal guardians of elementary and 
secondary school students, employees, and all unions or professional organizations 
holding collective bargaining or professional agreements with the recipient, of the 
name or title, office address, electronic mail address, and telephone number of the 
employee or employees designated as the Title IX Coordinator pursuant to this 
paragraph. Any person may report sex discrimination, including sexual harassment 
(whether or not the person reporting is the person alleged to be the victim of 
conduct that could constitute sex discrimination or sexual harassment), in person, 
by mail, by telephone, or by electronic mail, using the contact information listed for 
the Title IX Coordinator, or by any other means that results in the Title IX 
Coordinator receiving the personɅs verbal or written report. Such a report may be 
made at any time (including during non -business hours) by using the telephone 
number or electronic mail address, or by mail to the office address, listed for the 
Title IX Coordinator.  

§106.8(a) Designation of coordinator.

(emphasis added) 

1) Notification of policy. 

Each recipient must notify persons entitled to a notification under 
paragraph (a) of this section that the recipient does not discriminate 
on the basis of sex in the education program or activity that it 
operates, and that it is required by title IX and this part not to 
discriminate in such a manner. Such notification must state that the 
requirement not to discriminate in the education program or activity 
extends to admission (unless subpart C of this part does not apply) 
and employment, and that inquiries about the application of title IX 
and this part to such recipient may be referred to the recipientɅs Title 
IX Coordinator, to the Assistant Secretary, or both.

§106.8(b) Dissemination of policy.

(2) Publications. 

(i) Each recipient must prominently display the contact information 
required to be listed for the Title IX Coordinator under 
paragraph (a) of this section and the policy described in 
paragraph (b)(1) of this section on its website, if any, and in each 
handbook or catalog that it makes available to persons entitled 
to a notification under paragraph (a) of this section. 

(ii) A recipient must not use or distribute a publication stating that 
the recipient treats applicants, students, or employees 
differently on the basis of sex except as such treatment is 
permitted by title IX or this part. 

§106.8(b) Dissemination of policy.

A recipient must adopt and publish grievance procedures that 

provide for the prompt and equitable resolution of student and 

employee complaints alleging any action that would be prohibited 

by this part and a grievance process that complies with § 106.45 for 

formal complaints as defined in § 106.30. A recipient must provide 

to persons entitled to a notification under paragraph (a) of this 

section notice of the recipientɅs grievance procedures and grievance 

process, including how to report or file a complaint of sex 

discrimination, how to report or file a formal complaint of sexual 

harassment, and how the recipient will respond. 

§106.8(c) Adoption of grievance procedures . 
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The requirements of paragraph (c) of this section apply only to 

sex discrimination occurring against a person in the United 

States.

§106.8(d) Application outside the United States.

If any provision of this subpart or its application to any person, 

act, or practice is held invalid, the remainder of the subpart or 

the application of its provisions to any person, act, or practice 

shall not be affected thereby. 

ɈSeverabilityɉ Throughout the Regulations

§ 106.12 Educational 
institutions controlled by 
religious organizations. 

Assurance of exemption. An educational institution that seeks assurance of the 
exemption set forth in paragraph (a) of this section may do so by submitting in 
writing to the Assistant Secretary a statement by the highest ranking official of 
the institution, identifying the provisions of this part that conflict with a specific 
tenet of the religious organization. An institution is not required to seek 
assurance from the Assistant Secretary in order to assert such an exemption. In 
the event the Department notifies an institution that it is under investigation for 
noncompliance with this part and the institution wishes to assert an exemption 
set forth in paragraph (a) of this section, the institution may at that time raise its 
exemption by submitting in writing to the Assistant Secretary a statement by the 
highest ranking official of the institution, identifying the provisions of this part 
which conflict with a specific tenet of the religious organization, whether or not 
the institution had previously sought assurance of an exemption from the 
Assistant Secretary. 

§106.12(b) Assurance of Exemption.

§ 106.30(a) Definitions. 

ɈActual Knowledgeɉ

Actual knowledge means notice of sexual harassment or allegations of sexual 
harassment to a recipientɅs Title ϥX Coordinator or any official of the recipient 
who has authority to institute corrective measures on behalf of the recipient, or 
to any employee of an elementary and secondary school. Imputation of 
knowledge based solely on vicarious liability or constructive notice is insufficient 
to constitute actual knowledge. This standard is not met when the only official of 
the recipient with actual knowledge is the respondent. The mere ability or 
obligation to report sexual harassment or to inform a student about how to 
report sexual harassment, or having been trained to do so, does not qualify an 
individual as one who has authority to institute corrective measures on behalf of 
the recipient. ɈNoticeɉ as used in this paragraph includes, but is not limited to, a 
report of sexual harassment to the Title IX Coordinator as described in § 106.8(a).
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Complainant means an individual who is 
alleged to be the victim of conduct that could 
constitute sexual harassment. 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ άŀƭƭŜƎŜŘΚέ

ɈComplainantɉ

Respondent means an individual who has been 
reported to be the perpetrator of conduct that could 
constitute sexual harassment. 

!ƭƭŜƎŜ Ґ άǊŜǇƻǊǘΚέ

ɈRespondentɉ

More on Complainants/Respondents

ÅA person may be a complainant, or a respondent, even where no 

formal complaint has been filed and no grievance process is 

pending.

ÅReferences . . . to a complainant, respondent, or other individual 

with respect to exercise of rights under Title IX should be 

understood to include situations in which a parent or guardian has 

the legal right to act on behalf of the individual.

Å[T]he definitions of Ɉcomplainantɉ and Ɉrespondentɉ do not restrict 

either party to being a student or employee , and, therefore, the 

final regulations do apply to allegations that an employee was 

sexually harassed by a student. 

Id.  

Id. at 30071-72 (internal citations omitted, emphasis added). 

Id. at 30030. The Assistant Secretary will not require recipients to adopt a particular definition 
of consent with respect to sexual assault, as referenced in this section. 

This has been a central issue in fairness/consistency.

Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ άŎƻƴǎŜƴǘέ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ άǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΚέ

ɈConsentɉ

ɈFormal Complaintɉ

Formal complaint means a document filed by a complainant or signed by the 

Title IX Coordinator alleging sexual harassment against a respondent and 

requesting that the recipient investigate the allegation of sexual harassment. At 

the time of filing a formal complaint, a complainant must be participating in or 

attempting to participate in the education program or activity of the recipient 

with which the formal complaint is filed. A formal complaint may be filed with 

the Title IX Coordinator in person, by mail, or by electronic mail, by using the 

contact information required to be listed for the Title IX Coordinator under §

106.8(a), and by any additional method designated by the recipient. 

(emphasis added) 

ɈFormal Complaintɉ ContɅd

As used in this paragraph, the phrase Ɉdocument filed by a complainantɉ 

means a document or electronic submission (such as by electronic mail or 

through an online portal provided for this purpose by the recipient) that 

contains the complainantɅs physical or digital signature, or otherwise 

indicates that the complainant is the person filing the formal complaint. 

Where the Title IX Coordinator signs a formal complaint, the Title IX 

Coordinator is not a complainant or otherwise a party under this part or 

under § 106.45, and must comply with the requirements of this part, 

including § 106.45(b)(1)(iii). 
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Sexual harassment means conduct on the basis of sex that satisfies one or more 
of the following: 

(1) An employee of the recipient conditioning the provision of an aid, 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΣ ƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǳƴǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
sexual conduct; 

(2) Unwelcome conduct determined by a reasonable personto be so 
severe, pervasive, and objectively offensive that it effectively denies a person 
Ŝǉǳŀƭ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΤ ƻǊ

όоύ ά{ŜȄǳŀƭ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘέ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ нл ¦Φ{Φ/Φ млфнόŦύόсύό!ύόǾύΣ άŘŀǘƛƴƎ 
ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ оп ¦Φ{Φ/Φ мннфмόŀύόмлύΣ άŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ 
оп ¦Φ{Φ/Φ мннфмόŀύόуύΣ ƻǊ άǎǘŀƭƪƛƴƎέ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ оп ¦Φ{Φ/Φ мннфмόŀύόолύΦ

ɈSexual Harassmentɉ  [Three-Prong Test]

(emphasis added) 

[P]rotection of free speech and academic freedom was weakened by the 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǾƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ 

constitutes actionable sexual harassment under Title IX . . . these final regulations 

return to the Davis definition verbatim, while also protecting against even single 

instances of quid pro quo harassment and Clery/ VAWA offenses, which are not 

entitled to First Amendment protection.  

Id.at 30155 n.680.

First Amendment and the Second Prong

ɈSupportive Measuresɉ

Supportive measures means non -disciplinary, non -punitive individualized 

services offered as appropriate, as reasonably available, and without fee 

or charge to the complainant or the respondent before or after the filing 

of a formal complaint or where no formal complaint has been filed. Such 

measures are designed to restore or preserve equal access to the 

recipientɅs education program or activity without unreasonably burdening 

the other party, including measures designed to protect the safety of all 

parties or the recipientɅs educational environment, or deter sexual 

harassment. 

ɈSupportive Measuresɉ  ContɅd

Supportive measures may include counseling, extensions of deadlines or other 
course -related adjustments, modifications of work or class schedules, campus 
escort services, mutual restrictions on contact between the parties, changes in 
work or housing locations, leaves of absence, increased security and monitoring 
of certain areas of the campus, and other similar measures. The recipient must 
maintain as confidential any supportive measures provided to the complainant 
or respondent, to the extent that maintaining such confidentiality would not 
impair the ability of the recipient to provide the supportive measures. The Title IX 
Coordinator is responsible for coordinating the effective implementation of 
supportive measures. 

§ 106.44 RecipientɅs 
response to sexual 
harassment. 

A recipient with actual knowledge of sexual harassment in an 
education program or activity of the recipient against a person in 
the United States, must respond promptly in a manner that is not 
deliberately indifferent. A recipient is deliberately indifferent only if 
its response to sexual harassment is clearly unreasonable in light of 
the known circumstances. For the purposes of this section, §§
106.30, and 106.45, ɄɄeducation program or activityɅɅ includes 
locations, events, or circumstances over which the recipient 
exercised substantial control over both the respondent and the 
context in which the sexual harassment occurs, and also includes 
any building owned or controlled by a student organization that is 
officially recognized by a postsecondary institution. 

§106.44(a) General response to sexual 
harassment .

(emphasis added) 
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A recipientɅs response must treat complainants and respondents 
equitably by offering supportive measures as defined in § 106.30 to 
a complainant, and by following a grievance process that complies 
with § 106.45 before the imposition of any disciplinary sanctions or 
other actions that are not supportive measures as defined in §
106.30, against a respondent. The Title IX Coordinator must 
promptly contact the complainant to discuss the availability of 
supportive measures as defined in § 106.30, consider the 
complainantɅs wishes with respect to supportive measures, inform 
the complainant of the availability of supportive measures with or 
without the filing of a formal complaint, and explain to the 
complainant the process for filing a formal complaint. 

§106.44(a) ContɅd

The Department may not deem a recipient to have satisfied the 

recipientɅs duty to not be deliberately indifferent under this 

part based on the recipientɅs restriction of rights protected 

under the U.S. Constitution, including the First Amendment, 

Fifth Amendment, and Fourteenth Amendment.

§106.44(a) ContɅd

(1) In response to a formal complaint, a recipient must follow a 

grievance process that complies with § 106.45. With or without a 

formal complaint, a recipient must comply with § 106.44(a). 

(2) The Assistant Secretary will not deem a recipientɅs determination 

regarding responsibility to be evidence of deliberate indifference 

by the recipient, or otherwise evidence of discrimination under 

title IX by the recipient, solely because the Assistant Secretary 

would have reached a different determination based on an 

independent weighing of the evidence.

§106.44(b) Response to a formal complaint. 

Nothing in this part precludes a recipient from removing a 
respondent from the recipientɅs education program or activity on an 
emergency basis, provided that the recipient undertakes an 
individualized safety and risk analysis, determines that an 
immediate threat to the physical health or safety of any student or 
other individual arising from the allegations of sexual harassment 
justifies removal, and provides the respondent with notice and an 
opportunity to challenge the decision immediately following the 
removal. This provision may not be construed to modify any rights 
under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, or the Americans with Disabilities Act.

§106.44(c) Emergency removal.

Nothing in this subpart precludes a recipient from placing a 

non -student employee respondent on administrative leave 

during the pendency of a grievance process that complies with 

§ 106.45. This provision may not be construed to modify any 

rights under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 or the 

Americans with Disabilities Act.

§106.44(d) Administrative leave.

§ 106.45 Grievance process 
for formal complaints of 
sexual harassment. 
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A recipientɅs treatment of a complainant or a respondent in 

response to a formal complaint of sexual harassment may 

constitute discrimination on the basis of sex under title IX. 

§ 106.45(a) Discrimination on the basis of 
sex.

For the purpose of addressing formal complaints of sexual 

harassment, a recipientɅs grievance process must comply with 

the requirements of this section. Any provisions, rules, or 

practices other than those required by this section that a 

recipient adopts as part of its grievance process for handling 

formal complaints of sexual harassment as defined in § 106.30, 

must apply equally to both parties. 

§ 106.45(b) Grievance process. 

(1) Basic requirements for grievance process. A recipientɅs grievance process 
mustɁ

(i) Treat complainants and respondents equitably by providing remedies to a 
complainant where a determination of responsibility for sexual harassment has 
been made against the respondent, and by following a grievance process that 
complies with this section before the imposition of any disciplinary sanctions or 
other actions that are not supportive measures as defined in § 106.30, against a 
respondent. Remedies must be designed to restore or preserve equal access to 
the recipientɅs education program or activity. Such remedies may include the 
same individualized services described in §106.30 as ɄɄsupportive measuresɅɅ; 
however, remedies need not be non -disciplinary or non -punitive and need not 
avoid burdening the respondent;

§ 106.45(b)(1)(i)

(ii) Require an objective evaluation of all relevant evidence Ɂ

including both inculpatory and exculpatory evidence Ɂ and 

provide that credibility determinations may not be based on a 

personɅs status as a complainant, respondent, or witness; 

§ 106.45(b)(1)(ii)

(iii) Require that any individual designated by a recipient as a 

Title IX Coordinator, investigator, decisionmaker, or any person 

designated by a recipient to facilitate an informal resolution 

process, not have a conflict of interest or bias for or against 

complainants or respondents generally or an individual 

complainant or respondent. 

§ 106.45(b)(1)(iii) §106.45(b)(1)(iii) ContɅd

A recipient must ensure that Title IX Coordinators, investigators, decision -

makers, and any person who facilitates an informal resolution process, receive 

training on 

Åthe definition of sexual harassment in § 106.30, 

Åthe scope of the recipientɅs education program or activity, 

Åhow to conduct an investigation and grievance process including hearings, 

appeals, and informal resolution processes, as applicable, and 

Åhow to serve impartially, including by avoiding prejudgment of the facts at 

issue, conflicts of interest, and bias. . . .

(bullets added)
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§106.45 (b)(1)(iii) ContɅd

A recipient must ensure that decision -makers receive training on any technology 
to be used at a live hearing and on issues of relevance of questions and evidence, 
including when questions and evidence about the complainantɅs sexual 
predisposition or prior sexual behavior are not relevant, as set forth in 
paragraph (b)(6) of this section. 

A recipient also must ensure that investigators receive training on issues of 
relevance to create an investigative report that fairly summarizes relevant 
evidence, as set forth in paragraph (b)(5)(vii) of this section. 

Any materials used to train Title IX Coordinators, investigators, decision -makers, 
and any person who facilitates an informal resolution process, must not rely on 
sex stereotypes and must promote impartial investigations and adjudications of 
formal complaints of sexual harassment;

(iv) Include a presumption that the respondent is not 

responsible for the alleged conduct until a determination 

regarding responsibility is made at the conclusion of the 

grievance process;

§ 106.45(b)(1)(iv)

(v) Include reasonably prompt time frames for conclusion of the 
grievance process, including reasonably prompt time frames for 
filing and resolving appeals and informal resolution processes if the 
recipient offers informal resolution processes, and a process that 
allows for the temporary delay of the grievance process or the 
limited extension of time frames for good cause with written notice 
to the complainant and the respondent of the delay or extension 
and the reasons for the action. Good cause may include 
considerations such as the absence of a party, a partyɅs advisor, or a 
witness; concurrent law enforcement activity; or the need for 
language assistance or accommodation of disabilities;

§ 106.45(b)(1)(v)

(vi) Describe the range of possible disciplinary sanctions and 

remedies or list the possible disciplinary sanctions and 

remedies that the recipient may implement following any 

determination of responsibility; 

§ 106.45(b)(1)(vi)

(vii) State whether the standard of evidence to be used to 

determine responsibility is the preponderance of the evidence 

standard or the clear and convincing evidence standard, apply 

the same standard of evidence for formal complaints against 

students as for formal complaints against employees, including 

faculty, and apply the same standard of evidence to all formal 

complaints of sexual harassment; 

§ 106.45(b)(1)(vii)

(viii) Include the procedures and permissible bases for the 

complainant and respondent to appeal; 

§ 106.45(b)(1)(viii)
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(ix) Describe the range of supportive measures available to 

complainants and respondents; and 

§ 106.45(b)(1)(ix)

(x) Not require, allow, rely upon, or otherwise use questions or 

evidence that constitute, or seek disclosure of, information 

protected under a legally recognized privilege, unless the 

person holding such privilege has waived the privilege.

§ 106.45(b)(1)(x)

(2) Notice of allegations Ɂ

(i) Upon receipt of a formal complaint, a recipient must provide 

the following written notice to the parties who are known:

§ 106.45(b)(2)(i)

(A) Notice of the recipientɅs grievance process that complies 

with this section, including any informal resolution process. 

§ 106.45(b)(2)(i)(A)

(B) Notice of the allegations of sexual harassment potentially constituting sexual 
harassment as defined in § 106.30, including sufficient details known at the time and 
with sufficient time to prepare a response before any initial interview. Sufficient details 
include the identities of the parties involved in the incident, if known, the conduct 
allegedly constituting sexual harassment under § 106.30, and the date and location of 
the alleged incident, if known. The written notice must include a statement that the 
respondent is presumed not responsible for the alleged conduct and that a 
determination regarding responsibility is made at the conclusion of the grievance 
process. The written notice must inform the parties that they may have an advisor of 
their choice, who may be, but is not required to be, an attorney, under paragraph 
(b)(5)(iv) of this section, and may inspect and review evidence under paragraph (b)(5)(vi) 
of this section. The written notice must inform the parties of any provision in the 
recipientɅs code of conduct that prohibits knowingly making false statements or 
knowingly submitting false information during the grievance process. 

§ 106.45(b)(2)(i)(B)

(ii) If, in the course of an investigation, the recipient decides to 

investigate allegations about the complainant or respondent 

that are not included in the notice provided pursuant to 

paragraph (b)(2)(i)(B) of this section, the recipient must provide 

notice of the additional allegations to the parties whose 

identities are known. 

§ 106.45(b)(2)(ii)
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(3) Dismissal of a formal complaint Ɂ

(i) The recipient must investigate the allegations in a formal 
complaint. If the conduct alleged in the formal complaint would not 
constitute sexual harassment as defined in § 106.30 even if proved, 
did not occur in the recipientɅs education program or activity, or did 
not occur against a person in the United States, then the recipient 
must dismiss the formal complaint with regard to that conduct for 
purposes of sexual harassment under title IX or this part; such a 
dismissal does not preclude action under another provision of the 
recipientɅs code of conduct. 

§ 106.45(b)(3)(i)

(ii) The recipient may dismiss the formal complaint or any 

allegations therein, if at any time during the investigation or 

hearing: A complainant notifies the Title IX Coordinator in 

writing that the complainant would like to withdraw the formal 

complaint or any allegations therein; the respondent is no 

longer enrolled or employed by the recipient; or specific 

circumstances prevent the recipient from gathering evidence 

sufficient to reach a determination as to the formal complaint 

or allegations therein.

§ 106.45(b)(3)(ii)

(iii) Upon a dismissal required or permitted pursuant to 

paragraph (b)(3)(i) or (b)(3)(ii) of this section, the recipient must 

promptly send written notice of the dismissal and reason(s) 

therefor simultaneously to the parties. 

§ 106.45(b)(3)(iii)

(4) Consolidation of formal complaints. A recipient may 
consolidate formal complaints as to allegations of sexual 
harassment against more than one respondent, or by more 
than one complainant against one or more respondents, or by 
one party against the other party, where the allegations of 
sexual harassment arise out of the same facts or 
circumstances. Where a grievance process involves more than 
one complainant or more than one respondent, references in 
this section to the singular ɄɄparty,ɅɅ ɄɄcomplainant,ɅɅ or 
ɄɄrespondentɅɅ include the plural, as applicable.

§ 106.45(b)(4)

(5) Investigation of a formal complaint. When investigating a 

formal complaint and throughout the grievance process, a 

recipient must Ɂ

§ 106.45(b)(5)

(i) Ensure that the burden of proof and the burden of gathering 
evidence sufficient to reach a determination regarding responsibility 
rest on the recipient and not on the parties provided that the 
recipient cannot access, consider, disclose, or otherwise use a 
partyɅs records that are made or maintained by a physician, 
psychiatrist, psychologist, or other recognized professional or 
paraprofessional acting in the professionalɅs or paraprofessionalɅs 
capacity, or assisting in that capacity, and which are made and 
maintained in connection with the provision of treatment to the 
party, unless the recipient obtains that partyɅs voluntary, written 
consent to do so for a grievance process under this section (if a 
party is not an ɄɄeligible student,ɅɅ as defined in 34 CFR 99.3, then the 
recipient must obtain the voluntary, written consent of a ɄɄɄparent,ɅɅ 
as defined in 34 CFR 99.3);

§ 106.45(b)(5)(i)
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(ii) Provide an equal opportunity for the parties to present 

witnesses, including fact and expert witnesses, and other 

inculpatory and exculpatory evidence; 

§ 106.45(b)(5)(ii)

(iii) Not restrict the ability of either party to discuss the 

allegations under investigation or to gather and present 

relevant evidence; 

§ 106.45(b)(5)(iii)

(iv) Provide the parties with the same opportunities to have 

others present during any grievance proceeding, including the 

opportunity to be accompanied to any related meeting or 

proceeding by the advisor of their choice, who may be, but is 

not required to be, an attorney, and not limit the choice or 

presence of advisor for either the complainant or respondent in 

any meeting or grievance proceeding; however, the recipient 

may establish restrictions regarding the extent to which the 

advisor may participate in the proceedings, as long as the 

restrictions apply equally to both parties;

§ 106.45(b)(5)(iv)

(v) Provide, to a party whose participation is invited or 

expected, written notice of the date, time, location, 

participants, and purpose of all hearings, investigative 

interviews, or other meetings, with sufficient time for the party 

to prepare to participate; 

§ 106.45(b)(5)(v)

(vi) Provide both parties an equal opportunity to inspect and review any evidence 
obtained as part of the investigation that is directly related to the allegations 
raised in a formal complaint, including the evidence upon which the recipient 
does not intend to rely in reaching a determination regarding responsibility and 
inculpatory or exculpatory evidence whether obtained from a party or other 
source, so that each party can meaningfully respond to the evidence prior to 
conclusion of the investigation. Prior to completion of the investigative report, 
the recipient must send to each party and the partyɅs advisor, if any, the 
evidence subject to inspection and review in an electronic format or a hard copy, 
and the parties must have at least 10 days to submit a written response, which 
the investigator will consider prior to completion of the investigative report. The 
recipient must make all such evidence subject to the partiesɅ inspection and 
review available at any hearing to give each party equal opportunity to refer to 
such evidence during the hearing, including for purposes of cross -examination; 
and

§ 106.45(b)(5)(vi)

(vii) Create an investigative report that fairly summarizes 

relevant evidence and, at least 10 days prior to a hearing (if a 

hearing is required under this section or otherwise provided) or 

other time of determination regarding responsibility, send to 

each party and the partyɅs advisor, if any, the investigative 

report in an electronic format or a hard copy, for their review 

and written response.  

§ 106.45(b)(5)(vii)
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(6) Hearings. 

(i) For postsecondary institutions, the recipientɅs grievance process 

must provide for a live hearing. At the live hearing, the 

decisionmaker(s) must permit each partyɅs advisor to ask the other 

party and any witnesses all relevant questions and follow -up 

questions, including those challenging credibility. Such cross -

examination at the live hearing must be conducted directly, orally, 

and in real time by the partyɅs advisor of choice and never by a party 

personally, notwithstanding the discretion of the recipient under 

paragraph (b)(5)(iv) of this section to otherwise restrict the extent to 

which advisors may participate in the proceedings. 

§ 106.45(b)(6)(i)

At the request of either party, the recipient must provide for the live 
hearing to occur with the parties located in separate rooms with 
technology enabling the decision -maker(s) and parties to 
simultaneously see and hear the party or the witness answering 
questions. Only relevant cross -examination and other questions may 
be asked of a party or witness. Before a complainant, respondent, or 
witness answers a cross -examination or other question, the 
decision -maker(s) must first determine whether the question is 
relevant and explain any decision to exclude a question as not 
relevant. If a party does not have an advisor present at the live 
hearing, the recipient must provide without fee or charge to that 
party, an advisor of the recipientɅs choice, who may be, but is not 
required to be, an attorney, to conduct cross -examination on behalf 
of that party. 

§106.45(b)(6)(i) ContɅd

Questions and evidence about the complainantɅs sexual predisposition or 
prior sexual behavior are not relevant, unless such questions and evidence 
about the complainantɅs prior sexual behavior are offered to prove that 
someone other than the respondent committed the conduct alleged by the 
complainant, or if the questions and evidence concern specific incidents of 
the complainantɅs prior sexual behavior with respect to the respondent 
and are offered to prove consent. If a party or witness does not submit to 
cross-examination at the live hearing, the decision -maker(s) must not rely 
on any statement of that party or witness in reaching a determination 
regarding responsibility; provided, however, that the decision -maker(s) 
cannot draw an inference about the determination regarding 
responsibility based solely on a partyɅs or witnessɅs absence from the live 
hearing or refusal to answer cross -examination or other questions. 

§106.45(b)(6)(i) ContɅd

Live hearings pursuant to this paragraph may be conducted 

with all parties physically present in the same geographic 

location or, at the recipientɅs discretion, any or all parties, 

witnesses, and other participants may appear at the live 

hearing virtually, with technology enabling participants 

simultaneously to see and hear each other. Recipients must 

create an audio or audiovisual recording, or transcript, of any 

live hearing and make it available to the parties for inspection 

and review. 

§106.45(b)(6)(i) ContɅd

(7) Determination regarding responsibility. 

(i) The decision -maker(s), who cannot be the same person(s) as 

the Title IX Coordinator or the investigator(s), must issue a 

written determination regarding responsibility. To reach this 

determination, the recipient must apply the standard of 

evidence described in paragraph (b)(1)(vii) of this section. 

§ 106.45(b)(7)(i)

(ii) The written determination must include Ɂ

(A) Identification of the allegations potentially constituting 

sexual harassment as defined in § 106.30;

§ 106.45(b)(7)(ii)(A)

139 140

141 142

143 144



©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

(B) A description of the procedural steps taken from the receipt 

of the formal complaint through the determination, including 

any notifications to the parties, interviews with parties and 

witnesses, site visits, methods used to gather other evidence, 

and hearings held; 

§ 106.45(b)(7)(ii)(B)

(C) Findings of fact supporting the determination; 

§ 106.45(b)(7)(ii)(C)

(D) Conclusions regarding the application of the recipientɅs code 

of conduct to the facts; 

§ 106.45(b)(7)(ii)(D)

(E) A statement of, and rationale for, the result as to each 

allegation, including a determination regarding responsibility, 

any disciplinary sanctions the recipient imposes on the 

respondent, and whether remedies designed to restore or 

preserve equal access to the recipientɅs education program or 

activity will be provided by the recipient to the complainant; 

and 

§ 106.45(b)(7)(ii)(E)

(F) The recipientɅs procedures and permissible bases for the 

complainant and respondent to appeal. 

§ 106.45(b)(7)(ii)(F)

(iii) The recipient must provide the written determination to the 

parties simultaneously. The determination regarding 

responsibility becomes final either on the date that the 

recipient provides the parties with the written determination of 

the result of the appeal, if an appeal is filed, or if an appeal is 

not filed, the date on which an appeal would no longer be 

considered timely. 

§ 106.45(b)(7)(iii)
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(iv) The Title IX Coordinator is responsible for effective 

implementation of any remedies. 

§ 106.45(b)(7)(iv)

(8) Appeals. 

(i) A recipient must offer both parties an appeal from a 

determination regarding responsibility, and from a recipientɅs 

dismissal of a formal complaint or any allegations therein, on 

the following bases: 

§ 106.45(b)(8)(i)

(A) Procedural irregularity that affected the outcome of the 

matter; 

(B) New evidence that was not reasonably available at the time 

the determination regarding responsibility or dismissal was 

made, that could affect the outcome of the matter; and 

(C) The Title IX Coordinator, investigator(s), or decision -maker(s) 

had a conflict of interest or bias for or against complainants or 

respondents generally or the individual complainant or 

respondent that affected the outcome of the matter. 

§ 106.45(b)(8)(i)(A -C)

(ii) A recipient may offer an appeal equally to both parties on 

additional bases. 

§ 106.45(b)(8)(ii)

(iii) As to all appeals, the recipient must: 

(A) Notify the other party in writing when an appeal is filed and 
implement appeal procedures equally for both parties; 

(B) Ensure that the decision -maker(s) for the appeal is not the same 
person as the decision -maker(s) that reached the determination regarding 
responsibility or dismissal, the investigator(s), or the Title IX Coordinator; 

(C) Ensure that the decision -maker(s) for the appeal complies with the 
standards set forth in paragraph (b)(1)(iii) of this section; 

(D) Give both parties a reasonable, equal opportunity to submit a written 
statement in support of, or challenging, the outcome; 

(E) Issue a written decision describing the result of the appeal and the 
rationale for the result; and 

(F) Provide the written decision simultaneously to both parties.

§ 106.45(b)(8)(iii)(A -F)

(9) Informal resolution. A recipient may not require as a condition of 
enrollment or continuing enrollment, or employment or continuing 
employment, or enjoyment of any other right, waiver of the right to 
an investigation and adjudication of formal complaints of sexual 
harassment consistent with this section. Similarly, a recipient may 
not require the parties to participate in an informal resolution 
process under this section and may not offer an informal resolution 
process unless a formal complaint is filed. However, at any time 
prior to reaching a determination regarding responsibility the 
recipient may facilitate an informal resolution process, such as 
mediation, that does not involve a full investigation and 
adjudication, provided that the recipient Ɂ

§ 106.45(b)(9)
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(i) Provides to the parties a written notice disclosing: The 
allegations, the requirements of the informal resolution process 
including the circumstances under which it precludes the 
parties from resuming a formal complaint arising from the 
same allegations, provided, however, that at any time prior to 
agreeing to a resolution, any party has the right to withdraw 
from the informal resolution process and resume the grievance 
process with respect to the formal complaint, and any 
consequences resulting from participating in the informal 
resolution process, including the records that will be 
maintained or could be shared;

§ 106.45(b)(9)(i)

(ii) Obtains the partiesɅ voluntary, written consent to the 

informal resolution process; and 

(iii) Does not offer or facilitate an informal resolution process 

to resolve allegations that an employee sexually harassed a 

student. 

§ 106.45(b)(9)(ii -iii)

(10) Recordkeeping. 

(i) A recipient must maintain for a period of seven years 
records of Ɂ

(A) Each sexual harassment investigation including any 
determination regarding responsibility and any audio or 
audiovisual recording or transcript required under 
paragraph (b)(6)(i) of this section, any disciplinary 
sanctions imposed on the respondent, and any remedies 
provided to the complainant designed to restore or 
preserve equal access to the recipientɅs education 
program or activity; 

§ 106.45(b)(10)(i)(A)

(B) Any appeal and the result therefrom; 

(C) Any informal resolution and the result therefrom; and 

(D) All materials used to train Title IX Coordinators, 

investigators, decisionmakers, and any person who facilitates 

an informal resolution process. A recipient must make these 

training materials publicly available on its website, or if the 

recipient does not maintain a website the recipient must make 

these materials available upon request for inspection by 

members of the public. 

§ 106.45(b)(10)(i)(B -D)

(ii) For each response required under § 106.44, a recipient must 
create, and maintain for a period of seven years, records of any 
actions, including any supportive measures, taken in response to a 
report or formal complaint of sexual harassment. In each instance, 
the recipient must document the basis for its conclusion that its 
response was not deliberately indifferent, and document that it has 
taken measures designed to restore or preserve equal access to the 
recipientɅs education program or activity. ϥf a recipient does not 
provide a complainant with supportive measures, then the recipient 
must document the reasons why such a response was not clearly 
unreasonable in light of the known circumstances. The 
documentation of certain bases or measures does not limit the 
recipient in the future from providing additional explanations or 
detailing additional measures taken.

§ 106.45(b)(10)(ii)

§ 106.71 Retaliation.
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(a) Retaliation prohibited. No recipient or other person may 
intimidate, threaten, coerce, or discriminate against any individual 
for the purpose of interfering with any right or privilege secured by 
title IX or this part, or because the individual has made a report or 
complaint, testified, assisted, or participated or refused to 
participate in any manner in an investigation, proceeding, or 
hearing under this part. Intimidation, threats, coercion, or 
discrimination, including charges against an individual for code of 
conduct violations that do not involve sex discrimination or sexual 
harassment, but arise out of the same facts or circumstances as a 
report or complaint of sex discrimination, or a report or formal 
complaint of sexual harassment, for the purpose of interfering with 
any right or privilege secured by title IX or this part, constitutes 
retaliation. 

§ 106.71(a)

The recipient must keep confidential the identity of any individual 
who has made a report or complaint of sex discrimination, including 
any individual who has made a report or filed a formal complaint of 
sexual harassment, any complainant, any individual who has been 
reported to be the perpetrator of sex discrimination, any 
respondent, and any witness, except as may be permitted by the 
FERPA statute, 20 U.S.C. 1232g, or FERPA regulations, 34 CFR part 99, 
or as required by law, or to carry out the purposes of 34 CFR part 
106, including the conduct of any investigation, hearing, or judicial 
proceeding arising thereunder. Complaints alleging retaliation may 
be filed according to the grievance procedures for sex discrimination 
required to be adopted under § 106.8(c). 

§106.71(a) ContɅd

(b) Specific circumstances. 

(1) The exercise of rights protected under the First Amendment 

does not constitute retaliation prohibited under paragraph (a) 

of this section. 

§ 106.71(b)(1)

(2) Charging an individual with a code of conduct violation for 

making a materially false statement in bad faith in the course 

of a grievance proceeding under this part does not constitute 

retaliation prohibited under paragraph (a) of this section, 

provided, however, that a determination regarding 

responsibility, alone, is not sufficient to conclude that any party 

made a materially false statement in bad faith.

§ 106.71(b)(2)

ÅWe will talk further about how to operationalize the 

regulations and about bias, impartiality, etc. in the 

Developing Policies, Procedures and Practices module and in 

the live session on Title IX Grievance Procedures/Sexual 

Misconduct Procedures.

ÅWe will discuss Ɉtuningɉ in depth in subsequent modules.

ÅYou now have the legal foundations to take the next step 

in the program!

Final Thoughts

Thank You!

Assessment to 
followɎ
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Legal Intersectionality 
of Title IX, Title VII, 
Clery , VAWA, ADA/504, 
etc.. 
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Professor of Law, Charles A. Dana Chair, and Director of 
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Policy Stetson University College of Law

Copyrighted material. May not be 
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TRACK 1 ɀTitle IX Coordinators

TRACK 2 ɀTitle IX Decision -Makers and Student 

Conduct Administrators
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https://www.uscourts.gov/sites/def
ault/files/u.s._federal_courts_circuit
_map_1.pdf

Overview of Key 
Compliance Laws  

Government Funding Requires Compliance

20 U.S.C. § 1094
34 C.F.R. § 668.14 

Title IX

Education Amendments of 1972  

Discrimination on the basis of sex 

20 U.S.C. 1681 

34 C.F.R. 106 

Office of Civil Rights 

Title IX  Title IX Regulatory Requirements

Old Regulations 
ÅJuly 21, 1974 

ÅNotice of Non -Discrimination

ÅResponsible Employee 

ÅGrievance Procedure

ÅAdmissions & Recruitment 

ÅEducation 

ÅEmployment 

ÅTitle VI Procedures 

New Regulations 
ÅAugust 14, 2020 

ÅTrained Coordinators, Decision -
Makers, & Investigators 

ÅDefines Sexual Harassment

ÅMandatory Dismissal of certain 
Claims 

ÅLive Hearing ɀCross Examination

ÅRetaliation Prohibited
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Title VI

Civil Rights Act of 1964 

Race, Color, National Origin   

Statute = 42 U.S.C. 2000d 

Regulations = 34 C.F.R. 100 

Office of Civil Rights  

Title VI 

Title VI Regulatory Requirements 

Application & 
Assurance 

Published Notice 
of Non-

Discrimination 

Discrimination 
Prohibited  

ωStudent & Employee 
Data Review 

OCR 
Investigations 

Retaliation 
Prohibited

Termination of 
Federal Funding 

Title VII

ÅCivil Rights Act of 1964 

ÅEqual Employment Opportunity 
Act of 1972  

ÅUnlawful Employment Practices

Å42 U.S.C. 2000e 

Å29 C.F.R. 1600

ÅEqual Employment Opportunity 
Commission  

Title VII Title VII Regulatory Requirements 

Unlawful Employment 
Practices:  

ωHiring / Firing / Otherwise 

ωSegregate -> Deprive 
Employment Opportunities  
(training programs) 

Race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin 

Disparate Impact Retaliation Prohibited 
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Clery 
Act/VAWA 

ÅHigher Education Act of 1965 

ÅCrime Awareness and Campus Security Act of 
1990 

ÅJeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security 
Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act 

ÅViolence Against Women Reauthorization Act 
of 2013  

ÅCrime Reporting/Policy

Å20 U.S.C. 1092 

Å34 C.F.R. 668.46 

ÅDepartment of Education 

Clery Act 

Clery Act Regulatory Requirements 

Annual 
Security 
Report  

Crime 
Definitions   

Geography
Crime 

Statistics  

Timely 
Warning 

Emergency 
Notification 

Retaliation 
Prohibited 

ADA & 504 

ÅRehabilitation Act of 1973  

ÅAmericans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 

ÅADA Amendments 2008   

ÅDiscrimination on the basis 
of disability 

ÅRA -> 29 U.S.C. 794  

ÅRA -> 34 C.F.R. 104 

ÅADA -> 42 U.S.C. 126 

ÅADA II-> 28 C.F.R. 35 

ÅADA III -> 28 C.F.R. 36

ÅDepartment of Education 
&/or EEOC  

Regulatory Application 

Americans with Disability:  

ωTitle 1 = Employment Practices 

ωTitle 2 = Public Schools 

ωTitle 3 = Public Accommodation -> Private Schools 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 

ωAll Federal Funding Recipients  

Disability Regulatory Requirements 

Qualified Person Disability
Technical 

Requirements
Reasonable 

Accommodation

Designated 
Employee 

Grievance 
Procedures  

Non-Discrimination 
Notice  

Discrimination 
Prohibited 

ωGeneral 
ωSpecifics 

Interactive Process 
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Equal Opportunity Administration Intersects with 
Civil Rights laws; General Observations

Not a seamless web 

Multiple laws triggered by one incident 

Primacy?

Role of Counsel 

{ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΧ

Intersections with Title IX 

Title VI & Title IX 

Language of Title VI & Title IX

Key Title VI & Title IX Case 
Cannon v. Univ. of Chicago , 441 U.S. 677 (1979) 

Does Title IX contain an Implied Private cause of action (COA)? 

Female student rejected admission to Private Medical Schools. 

Excluded from participation b/c of 
her sex & 

Schools received federal funding. CannonAnalysis 
Title IX -> Title VI 

Title IX is connected to Title VI: 

ωSupport for & Arguments against 

ωArticle 1, Section 8, Clause 1

Legislative History 

ωBossier Parish School Board v. Lemon, 
370 F.2d 847, 852 (CA5 1967)  

Reliance on Title IV Case Law  
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Title VI Violations in Title IX Proceedings

Racial Bias 

Paralleled Court Enforcement 

ωTitle VI IPCOA

Alexander v. Sandoval, 532 U.S. 275 (2001) 

-> Cannon

ωTitle VI Deliberate Indifference 

Fennell v. Marion Indep. Sch. Dist., 804 F.3d 398 (5 Cir. App. 
10/13/2015) 

Title VII & Title IX 

Interpretation 

Retaliation 

Circuit Splits 

Bostock

Interpretation

Title VII standards applied to Title 
IX

Quid Pro Quo = (1) subject to unwelcome 
sexual advances by a supervisor or teacher 

and (2) reaction to these advances 
affected tangible aspects of compensation, 

terms, conditions, or privileges of 
employment or educational training.

ωIn rebuttal, the defendant may show that 
the behavior complained of either 1) did 
not take place or 2) that it did not affect 
a tangible aspect of the plaintiff's 
employment or education.

Hostile Environment= subjected to 1) 
unwelcome sexual advances 2) so "severe 

or pervasive" that it 3) altered their 
working or educational environment. 

ωIn response, the defendant may show     
1) that the events did not take place or  
2) that they were isolated or genuinely 
trivial.

ωCourt must Determine whether conduct 
was Unwelcomed (physical gestures & 
verbal expressions) = Perspective 
Dilemma 

Supreme Court Considers Title VII & 
Title IX 

1) Franklin v. Gwinnett County Public Schools , 503 U.S. 60 
(1992)

2) Gebser v. Lago Vista Indep. School Dist. , 524 U.S. 274 
(1998)
3) Davis v. Monroe County Bd. of Ed. , 526 U.S. 629 (1999)

ÅReaffirms Cannon

ÅSevere, pervasive, & objectively offensive 

ÅTitle VII Title IX 
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Supreme Court Compare & Contrast Civil Rights 
Statutes 

ÅTitle IX & Title VI  

- Contractual 

- Aimed at prohibiting discrimination in FFP.

ÅContrast those to Title VII  

- Outright Prohibition 

- Aimed at compensating victims  

ÅTitle IX Administrative Enforcement 

requires Actual Notice.  

- Court Rejects Title VII Knowledge Theories

Sexual Harassment Defined ɀAgencies

EEOC Title VII Sexual Harassment:

Unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and other verbal or physical 
conduct of a sexual nature constitute sexual harassment when this conduct explicitly or 
implicitly affects an individual's employment, unreasonably interferes with an 
individual's work performance, or creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive work 
environment. 

DOE Sexual Harassment: 

ÅSexual harassment -> unwelcome conduct of a sexual nature. 

ÅSexual Violence  -> physical sexual acts perpetrated against a personɅs will or where a 
person is incapable of giving consent

ÅGender Based Harassment -> is unwelcome conduct based on a studentɅs actual or 
perceived sex.

New Title IX Regulations: Sexual Harassment 
Standard 

(1) An employee of the recipient conditioning the provision of an 
aid, benefit, or service of the recipient on an individual's 
participation in unwelcome sexual conduct;

(2) Unwelcome conduct determined by a reasonable person to 
be so severe, pervasive, and objectively offensive that it 
effectively denies a person equal access to the recipient's 
education program or activity; or

(3) ɈSexual assaultɉ as defined in20 U.S.C. 1092(f)(6)(A)(v), Ɉdating 
violenceɉ as defined in34 U.S.C. 12291(a)(10), Ɉdomestic violenceɉ 
as defined in 34 U.S.C. 12291(a)(8), or Ɉstalkingɉ as defined in34 
U.S.C. 12291(a)(30).

Retaliation 
Jackson v. Birmingham Bd. Of Educ. , 544 U.S. 167 (2005) 

Jackson 
Holding 

ÅTitle IX's private right of action 

encompasses claims of 

retaliation against an individual 

because he has complained 

about sex discrimination.

ÅNo Specific Title IX Retaliation 

Test 

Title VII Used for Title IX Retaliation 
McDonnell Douglas Corp. v. Green , 411 U.S. 792 
(1973)

Establishes a 3 Step Burden Shifting Process:  

1. Plaintiff establishes a Prima Facia case of discrimination 

"(1) Person engaged in protected conduct; (2) Person was 
subjected to an adverse    employment action; and (3) the adverse 
employment action is causally linked to the protected conduct."

2. Defendant must articulate a legitimate, non -discriminatory 
reason for the adverse action 

3. Plaintiff must show by a preponderance of the evidence that 
the defendantɅs proffered reason is pretextual and that the 
actual reason for the adverse employment action is 
discriminatory."
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Title VII v. Title IX - Circuit Split 

Lakoski v. James, 66 
F.3d 751 (5 Cir. App. 

10/3/1995)

Doe v. Mercy Catholic 
Med. Ctr., 850 F.3d 545 
(3 Cir. App. 3/7/2017) 

Bostock Implications 

Expanded Sex 
Discrimination 

Gorsuch 
Alito Dissent                

-> Title IX 

ωBathroom & 
Locker Room 

ω²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Sports  

ωHousing  

ÅSexual 
Orientation 
ÅGender 

Identity 

ÅLimited Ruling  
ÅNo App. 

outside of 
Title VII

Bostock v. Clayton County, 590 U.S. ___ (2020) 

Clery Act/VAWA & Title IX

New Title IX Regulations   

Definitions -> VAWA/Save

Off Campus Application 

Clery Title IX 

Clery Act in Court 

Å20 U. S. C. 1092(f)(14)(A) 

ÅDoe v. Vanderbilt Univ., 2019 WL 4748310 (USDCT MD Tenn. 9/30/2019) (No 

Clery COA)

ÅKarasek v. Regents of the Univ. of Cal. , 956 F.3d 1093 (9CA 4/20/20)
Clery Act Agency Enforcement 
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Michigan State University Michigan State University ɀClery & Title IX 

University of North Carolina Florida Tech ɀUnder Investigation  

ADA/504 & Title IX Accommodatio
ns in Discipline   

Digital Hearings

Summary of Investigators 
Reports  

Rossley v. Drake University, 342 
F. Supp. 3d 904 (S.D. Iowa 2018)
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Legal Intersection 
Considerations 

Conduct Hearing Considerations

Involved Officers -> Bias?

ωEmergency Response 

Immediate Threat in Hearing 

ωIn Person 

ωDigital  

Granted Accommodations 

Final Considerations & Takeaways

Title IX 
Hearing 

vacuum 

Multiple laws 
& regulations 

Courts vs 
Agency 

Clear 
Answers?

Policy 
Revisions 

Practical 
Application 

Thank you!

Assessment to followɎ

Trends in Title IX Case 
Law & Related State 
Legal Mandates 

Copyrighted material. May not be 
reproduced without permission.

Jake Sapp

Deputy Title IX Coordinator                                                                                          

Austin College

This Module is Designed for: 

Title IX 
Coordinator 

Track 
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Material Acknowledgements 

Competing 
Narratives of Law 

Sensitive 
information 

covering Sexual 
Assault  

Sharing the law, 
Not my Personal 

Opinions

Overview 
of 
presentati
on 

Federal 
Court 

Structure 
& Numbers

SPCT 
Precedent

Federal 
Law Trends Takeaways

Compliance

State Law 
Trends

Federal Court Structure & 
Numbers

https://www.uscourts.gov/sites/def
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Inception 
ɀ2011 
DCL

DCL 2011 
-> POTUS45 
Inauguration

POTUS45 
Inauguration -> 

Current 

Supreme Court Precedent 

EVOLUTION EXPANSION 

Evolution 

Cannon, IPCOA

Goss, Student Due Process* 

Mathews, 

What Process is Due? 

Expansion 

North Haven -> Employees covered  

Franklin -> Money damages available 

Gebser -> Teacher harasses student

Davis -> Student harasses student 

Jackson -> Retaliation Prohibited 
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Title IX ɀ1681

(1)Classes of educational institutions subject to prohibition
(2)Educational institutions commencing planned change in admissions
(3)Educational institutions of religious organizations with contrary religious 
tenets
(4)Educational institutions training individuals for military services or 
merchant marine
(5)Public educational institutions with traditional and continuing admissions 
policy
(6)Social fraternities or sororities; voluntary youth service organizations
(7)Boy or Girl conferences
(8)Father-son or mother-daughter activities at educational institutions
όфύLƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ άōŜŀǳǘȅέ ǇŀƎŜŀƴǘǎ

(b)Preferential or disparate treatment because of imbalance in participation or receipt of Federal 
benefits; statistical evidence of imbalance

όŎύά9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ

(Pub. L. 92ς318, title IX, §901, June 23, 
1972,86 Stat. 373; Pub. L. 93ς568, 
§3(a), Dec. 31, 1974,88 Stat. 1862; Pub. L. 
94ς482, title IV, §412(a),Oct. 12, 1976,90 
Stat. 2234; Pub. L. 96ς88, title III, §301(a)(1), 
title V, §507,Oct. 17, 1979,93 Stat. 677, 
692;Pub. L. 99ς514, §2, Oct. 22, 1986,100 
Stat. 2095.)

Federal Law Trends

Recognized Sex Discrimination 
COA

Deliberate 
Indifference

Retaliation 
42 U.S.C. 1983 ς
Due Process & 

Equal Protection 

Erroneous 
Outcome 

Selective 
Enforcement 

Inequity in 
Athletics

Pre-Assault 
Claim

Plausible 
Inference

Circuit Splits 

Deliberate Indifference 

Plausible Inference 

Pre-Assault claim 

Employees & Title IX 

Gebser ɀTeacher on Student Deliberate 
Indifference

ÅɈWe think, moreover, that the response must 
amount to deliberate indifference to 
discrimination.ɉ 

ÅDamages remedy requires: An Appropriate 
person has Actual Knowledge & fails to 
adequately respond . 

ÅApp. Person: an official who at a minimum has 
authority to address the alleged discrimination 
and to institute corrective measures on the 
recipient's behalf 

ÅActual Knowledge: Not constructive knowledge 
or should have known standard. 

The Principal only had knowledge of 
inappropriate comments made in class. Fired 
when discovered sexual relationship. 

Davis ɀStudent on Student Deliberate Indifference 

1) Respondent is a Federal Funding Recipient 

2) Appropriate Official has 

3) Actual Knowledge of misconduct 

4) Misconduct is so Severe, Pervasive, and Objectively Offensive 

5) That it can be said to deprive the victims of access to the educational opportunities or 
benefits provided by the school &,

6) Recipient's response to the harassment or lack thereof is clearly unreasonable in light 
of the known circumstances. 

7) Damages liability is limited to circumstances wherein the recipient exercises 
substantial control over both the harasser and the context in which the known 
harassment occurs. Only then can the recipient be said to "expose" its students to 
harassment or "cause" them to undergo it "under" the recipient's programs.
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Deliberate Indifference  

Circuit Split (Farmer v. Kollaritsch)  

ά¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜ ƛƴŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƳǳǎǘΣ ŀǘ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳΣ ϦŎŀǳǎŜ ώǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎϐ ǘƻ 
undergo" harassment or "make them liable or vulnerable" ǘƻ ƛǘΦέ ςDavis 

Supreme Court (Gebser & Davis) Farmer v. Kansas State 
Univ. , 918 F.3d 1094 (10th 
Cir. 2019)

Student 1 

Parties = Farmer, Weckhorst, University of Kansas  

Farmer = Alcohol // Alleged consensual sex, Male left, another male hiding in 
closet then raped her.

Reported to police & school CARE center// Not informed about T9

Fear of running into attacker caused her to: miss class, seclude from friends, 
withdraw from extracurricular activities, depression, excessive sleep, excessive 
drinking, slitting wrists. 

Student 2 

ÅParty off campus - Blacked out 

ÅRaped in front of 15 students = recorded & posted online 

ÅTaken to Fraternity House Ʉsleep roomɅ & Raped by another fraternity 

member. 

ÅReported to KSU WomenɅs center, police, ϥFC

ÅNo disciplinary action taken

ÅAfraid to be on campus & see attacker: grades fell & lost scholarship, 

symptoms of PTSD, distanced herself from friends and family. 

Dispute 

What harm must 
plaintiffs allege that 
Y{¦Ωǎ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜ 

indifference caused 
them?  

Y{¦Ωǎ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ Ґ 
further Sexual 

harassment required

CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ Ґ 
vulnerable Is enoughVS

CourtɅs Analysis 

ÅDavis: Random House Dictionary definition of "subject" to include, 
"to make liable . . . ; lay open; expose."  

ÅKSU = further actual incidents of sexual harassment  required. CT = 
this runs counter to purpose of Title IX  

ÅCT = cites to 4 USDCT cases & 11th Cir Williams v. Bd of Regents = 
specific action taken by survivors that have deprived them 
educational opportunities. Further Harassment required, but what is 
the Further Harassment?  

ÅAcknowledge that Courts look at Further Harassment 
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Holding 

ÅPlaintiffs can state a viable Title IX 
claim for student -on -student 
harassment by alleging that the 
funding recipient's deliberate 
indifference caused them to be 
"vulnerable to" further harassment 
without requiring an allegation of 
subsequent actual sexual 
harassment. 

ÅReasonable Fear Warning 

Kollaritsch v. Michigan State Univ. Bd. of 
Trustees , 944 F.3d 613 (6th Cir. 2019)

Facts 

1) Kollaritsch(reported 
sexual assault, investigation, 
no contact order issued, saw 

each other on campus 9 
times, reported retaliation, 
investigated, lawsuit filed)  

2)  Gross (reported sexual 
assault, investigation, 

expulsion, new investigation 
(lawyers) overturned OG 

decision, reinstated, lawsuit 
filed) 

3) Jane Roe 1 (reported 
sexual assault, investigation, 
insufficient evidence, male 

student withdrew from 
college, lawsuit filed) 

Dispute 

1) Is Further 
Actionable 

Conduct required? 
What is it?

2) Meaning of 
Severe, Pervasive, 

& Objectively 
Offensive.  

Davis allows liability when Schools:

1) Cause students to undergo harassment 

ω= Requires further harassment

2) Make students liable or vulnerable to it 

ω= Must NOT require further harassment 

Courts Analysis ɀWalkthrough of Each Davis 
Element 

ÅDavis = 2 parts 

1) Actionable Harassment -> Non -Consensual   

= 1) Severe, 2) Pervasive, and 3) Objectively 
Offensive

2) Deliberate Indifference  

= 1) Knowledge, 2) Act, 3) Injury, 4) Causation
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Severe 

More than juvenile 
behavior among students 
that is antagonistic, non-
consensual, and crass.

άǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘŜŀǎƛƴƎ 
and name-calling" are not 

enough, "even where 
these comments target 
differences in gender."

"It is not enough to 
ǎƘƻǿΧǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ 

been teased or called 
offensive names."

Pervasive 

Systematic 
/ Multiple incidents of 

harassment; one 
incident of harassment

is not enough.

Davis - single
incident falls 

short

Objectively Offensive 

ά.ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎέ

Constellation of surrounding circumstances, expectations, and relationships.

Ages of the harasser and the victim and the number of individuals involved.

The victim's perceptions are not determinative. 

Knowledge 

Å"Knowledge" = Actual Knowledge of an incident of 

actionable sexual harassment 

ÅRejects Constructive Knowledge 

ÅKnowledge -> Action taken Connection

Act

ά/ƭŜŀǊƭȅ 
unreasonable in 

light of the known 
circumstances,"

Control over the 
alleged harassment  
& authority to take 

remedial action

Same victim 
requirement

Injury 

Deprivation of 
"access to the 
educational 

opportunities or 
benefits provided by 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣέ

01
1) Inability "to 

concentrate on her 
studies"  

2) Fear of attending 
school 

3) Suicide note

02
More than Emotional 

harm 

03
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Causation

Å"[T]he deliberate indifference must, at a minimum, cause students 

to undergo harassment or make them liable or vulnerable to it.ɉ 

ÅɈBut forɉ Test  

ÅPlaintiffs = Vulnerability alone misreading 

ÅCorrect Reading of Davis: Commission or Omission 

ÅPost notice harassment presumption

ÅCormier, 29 Yale J.L. & Feminism at 23 -24 

Kollaritsch Deliberate Indifference 
Holding 

Plaintiff must plead, and ultimately prove:

1) An incident of actionable sexual harassment , 

2) School's actual knowledge of it, 

3) Some further incident of actionable sexual harassment , 

4) The further actionable harassment (3) would not have 
happened  but for the objective unreasonableness (deliberate 
indifference) of the school's response,

5) The Title IX injury is attributable to the post -actual -knowledge 
further harassment.

Concurrence 

ÅSubject to = Experienced harm 

ÅIf a person can be "subjected to harassment" without experiencing any 

harassment as a result of the defendant's conduct, then a person can also 

be "subjected to discrimination" without experiencing any discrimination 
as well. And that surely can't be right.

ÅExclude = Blocked more likely to not get  

ÅSpending clause legislation ɀPennhurst 

ÅDavis = Narrow holding

ÅLiability Examples 

Erroneous Outcome & 
Selective Enforcement 

Yusuf v. Vassar Coll. , 35 F.3d 709 (2d Cir. 1994)

ÅYusuf a Bengali male = student at Vassar 

ÅAttacked by student roommate = drunk white male. 

ÅRoommate's girlfriend retaliated by bringing sexual harassment 
charges.  

ÅNotice Deficiencies 

ÅHearing Deficiencies 

ÅYusuf Suspended for 1 semester.  

ÅAlleged Violations of 42 USC 1981 & Title IX 

Title IX 
Erroneous 
Outcome & 
Selective 

Enforceme
nt   

Relation to Title VI & Title VII & Equal Protection

Albert v. Carovano, 851 F.2d 561 (2d Cir. 1988)

Burt v. City of New York, 156 F.2d 791 (2d Cir. 1946)

Snowden v. Hughes, 321 U.S. 1 (1944)  

ά¢ƛǘƭŜ L· ōŀǊǎ ƛƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ 
ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜΦέ  

Erroneous Outcome = Innocent and wrongly 
found to have committed the offense. 

Selective Enforcement =  Regardless of the 
student's guilt or innocence, the severity of the 
penalty and/or the decision to initiate the 
proceeding was affected by gender.
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Proving 
Gender 

Bias 

A) Statements by members of the 
disciplinary tribunal, statements by 
pertinent university officials, or patterns 
of decision-making that also tend to show 
the influence of gender. 

B) The allegation that males invariably 
lose when charged with sexual 
harassment at Vassar provides a verifiable 
causal connection similar to the use of 
statistical evidencein an employment 
case.

Doe v. 
Miami , 882 
F.3d 579 
(6th Cir. 
2018) 

Statistical Evidence 

Attorney Affidavit  

Pattern of gender-based decision making  

External Pressure 

Doe v. Oberlin , 2020 U.S. App. LEXIS 20226 
(6CA 6/29/2020) 

ÅIntoxication v. incapacitation

Å(1) cast some articulable doubt on the accuracy of the 
disciplinary proceeding's outcome, and

Å(2) demonstrate a particularized causal connection 
between the flawed outcome and sex discrimination. 

ÅɈWhen the degree of doubt passes from "articulable" to 
grave, the merits of the decision itself, as a matter of 
common sense, can support an inference of sex bias.ɉ

ÅExpands Erroneous Outcome pt 2 Considerations 

Title IX 
Plausible Inference 

Standard 

Doe v. 
Purdue 
Univ. , 928 
F.3d 652 
(7th Cir. 
2019)

ωLegally Protected Entitlement?

ωContract 

Due Process & Title IX  

ω("[F]airnesscan rarely be obtained by 
secret, one-sided determination of facts 
ŘŜŎƛǎƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦέύ Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Comm. v. McGrath, 341 U.S. 123 
(1951) (Frankfurter Concurring) 

ωFailure to examine Jane Roe -> No 
Impeachment

Fundamentally Unfair Procedures 

Doe v. Purdue Univ. , 928 F.3d 652 (7th Cir. 2019) 

Implied Private 
Cause of Action -> 

Gebser

Erroneous Outcome 
& Selective 

Enforcement  -> 
Yusuf 

Deliberate 
Indifference -> Doe 
v. Miami Univ., 882 
F.3d 579 (6CA 2018)
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7th Circuit Splits from all other circuits 

ÅɈWe see no need to superimpose doctrinal tests on the statute. 
All of these categories simply describe ways in which a plaintiff 
might show that sex was a motivating factor in a university's 
decision to discipline a student.ɉ

ÅDo the alleged facts, if true, raise a plausible inference that the 
university discriminated against John "on the basis of sex "?

Plausible 
Discriminati
on Finding

Credited Jane 
Roe w/o ever 

hearing 
directly from 

her

Refused to 
ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ W5Ωǎ 

witnesses   

Panel 
Members must 

read the 
Investigative 

Report 

Facebook Post 
Ґ ά!ƭŎƻƘƻƭ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
the cause of 

sexual assault. 
aŜƴ ŀǊŜέ

Doe v. University of the Sciences , No. 19 -
2966 (3d Cir. May 29, 2020)  

We agree with the Seventh 
Circuit and "see no need to 

superimpose doctrinal tests on 
the [Title IX] statute." Thus, we 

adopt the Seventh Circuit's 
straightforward pleading 

standard 

Pleadingsmust support a 
plausible inference that a 

federally-funded college or 
university discriminated 

against a person on the basis 
of sex. 

ExternalPressure + Sex as 
motivating factor. 

DCL 2011 + No investigation of 
Accusers 

Title IX & 
Athletics 

Archaic Assumption = 

historical assumptions about 

boys' and girls' physical 

capabilities

Effective Accommodation = 34 

C.F.R. § 106.41(c)(1) 

Equal Treatment = 34 C.F.R. §

106.41(c)(2)-(10)

Athletics ɀEffective Accommodation 

Å(1) showing substantial proportionality (the number of women 
in intercollegiate athletics proportionate to their enrollment);

Å(2) proving that the institution has a "history and continuing 
practice of program expansion" for the underrepresented sex 

(in this case, women); or 

Å(3) where the university cannot satisfy either of the first two 

options, establishing that it nonetheless "fully and effectively 
accommodate[s]" the interests of women 

Mansourian v. Regents of Univ. of California, 602 F.3d 957 (9th 
Cir. 2010)

Title IX 
Retaliation

ÅRetaliation against a person 

b/c they complained of sex 

discrimination is another 

form of intentional sex 

discrimination. = Jackson v. 

Birmingham Bd. Of Educ ., 

544 U.S. 167 (2005) 
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McDonnell Douglas Corp. v. Green , 411 U.S. 792 (1973)

Establishes a 3 Step Burden Shifting Process:  

1. Plaintiff establishes a Prima Facia case of discrimination 

"(1) Person engaged in protected conduct; (2) Person was subjected to 
an adverse    employment action; and (3) the adverse employment 
action is causally linked to the protected conduct."

2. Defendant must articulate a legitimate, non -discriminatory reason 
for the adverse action 

3. Plaintiff must show by a preponderance of the evidence that the 
defendantɅs proffered reason is pretextual and that the actual 

reason for the adverse employment action is discriminatory."

Title IX & 42 USC § 1983

Outline of a 42 U.S.C. § 1983 Case 

Å1) Deprived of a constitutional right (Liberty / Property) 

Å2)  by a state official acting under the color of law.  

Å11th Amend ɀ1) Waived 2) Abrogated by statute 3) Ex Parte Young exception ɀ
Prospective Relief 

Å3 Causes of Action 

1) Substantive Due Process Violation (bars certain arbitrary gov. actions Ɉregardless of 
the fairness of the procedures used to to implement them.ɉ Actions that Shock the 
Conscience 

2)   Procedural Due Process Violation (guarantee of a fair procedure) 

3)   Equal Protection Violation (Equal treatment under the laws) 

Due 
Process 
Cases 

Goldberg v. Kelly, 397 U.S. 254 (1970);

Regents v. Roth, 408 U.S. 564 (1972);

Goss v. Lopez, 419 U.S. 565 (1975);

Mathews v. Eldridge, 424 U.S. 319 (1976);

Bishop v. Wood, 426 U.S. 341 (1976);

Paul v. Davis, 424 U.S. 693 (1976);

Codd v. Velger, 429 U.S. 624 (1977);

Ingraham v. Wright, 430 U.S. 651 (1977) 

Expanding Recognized Interests 

ÅLiberty . . . guaranteed (by the Fourteenth Amendment), the term has received 
much consideration and some of the included things have been definitely stated. 
Without doubt, it denotes not merely freedom from bodily restraint but also the 
right of the individual to contract, to engage in any of the common occupations 
of life, to acquire useful knowledge, to marry, establish a home and bring up 
children, to worship God according to the dictates of his own conscience, and 
generally to enjoy those privileges long recognized . . . as essential to the orderly 
pursuit of happiness by free men.Ʌ Meyer v. Nebraska , 262 U.S. 390 (1923)

ÅThe Court has also made clear that the Property interests protected 
by procedural due process extend well beyond actual ownership of real estate, 
chattels, or money. By the same token, the Court has required due process 
protection for deprivations of liberty beyond the sort of formal constraints 
imposed by the criminal process. Board of Regents v. Roth , 408 U.S. 573 (1972)

ÅFor Ʉ(w)here a person's good name, reputation, honor, or integrity is at stake 
because of what the government is doing to him, notice and an opportunity to be 
heard are essential.Ʌ Wisconsin v. Constantineau , 400 U.S. 433 (1971)

Student Interests in continuing education ɀCircuit split?

ÅProtected property interests: a property interest in continuing their education and a 
property interest in a transcript Ɉunmarredɉ by the finding of responsibility for sexual 
misconduct.

ÅɈAs an initial matter, we note that the Supreme Court never has held that the interest in 
continued education at a public university constitutes a fundamental property or liberty 
interest that finds refuge in the substantive protections of the Due Process 
Clause.ɉMartinson v. Regents of the Univ. of Mich., 563 F. AppɅx365 (6th Cir. 2014) 

ÅɈ[O]ur own precedent suggests that the opposite is true,ɉ although this court has not 
definitively decided the issue.

ÅA consensus on this issue does not appear to have emerged among our sister circuits 
either. Williams v. Wendler , 530 F.3d 584 (7CA 2008) (holding that a suspension from a 
public university is not a deprivation of constitutional property); Butler v. Rector & Bd. of 
Visitors of Coll. of William & Mary , 121 F. App'x 515 (4th Cir. 2005) (assuming, without 
deciding, that a student had Ɉa property interest in continued enrollmentɉ in a master's 
program Ɉthat is protected by the Due Process Clauseɉ).
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Goss v. 
Lopez , 419 

U.S. 565 
(1975) 

ÅNine students suspended // Disciplinary Reasons

ÅSome students suspended w/o hearing or evidence 

on record indicating they were not bystanders.  

ÅOhio Rev. Code Ann. 3313.48 & 3313.64 (1972 & 
1973) & 3321.04 (1972). 

ÅProperty (state law) Board of Regents v. Roth , 408 

U.S. 564 (1972)

ÅLiberty interest (reputation) Wisconsin v. 

Constantineau , 400 U.S. 433 (1971)

Å10-day suspension requires oral or written notice 

of the charges against them, if he denies them, an 
explanation of the evidence the authorities have 

an opportunity to present his side of the story. 

Mathews v. 
Eldridge , 
424 U.S. 319 
(1976)

(1) the nature of the private interest 
affectedτthat is, the seriousness of 
the charge and potential sanctions, 

(2) the danger of error and the 
benefit of additional or alternate 
procedures, and 

(3) the public or governmental 
burden were additional procedures 
mandated.

StudentɅs 
Constitution

al Interest 

Unanswered by the SPCT ςCreatures of State Law  

Goss v. Lopez, 419 U.S. 565 (1975)                     
(Ohio law created Interest) 

No Circuit consensus on Constitutional Interest   

Reputation tied to Liberty Interest 

ά!ǎǎǳƳŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŘŜŎƛŘƛƴƎέ 

Due Process -
Cross Examination

Doe v. 
Baum , 903 

F.3d 575 (6th 
Cir. 2018)  

Procedural Due Process & Title IX 

(Goss, Mathews, Dixon, Univ. of Cinn, Flaim) Recognizes 
Student Interest = Property & Reputation

-> Jaksav. Regents of Univ. of Michigan, 597 F. Supp. 
1245 (E.D. Mich. 1984)=  Con Cross Exam

Disciplinary Decision -> Credibility Determination    

Balance of Interests 

Procedural Due Process violation & Title IX Erroneous 
Outcome=External Pressure, crediting Roe, NoCrossEX

Haidak v. Univ. of Mass. -Amherst , 933 F.3d 56  
(1CA 8/6/2019)

Gorman v. Univ. of Rhode Island, 837 F.2d 7 (1st Cir. 1988)

(Goss, Mathews, Dixon, MagnaCarta) (Recognizes Paramount Student Interest, No cross exam 
required.)  

Schools Interest: 1) protecting itself and other students from those whose behavior violates the 
basic values of the school,нύ !ƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ έǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ϧ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ 
function of institutions that exist to provide education.  

Haidak = Challenging the Suspension & Expulsion hearings Title IX & 1983.  

Not a common law trial // Rejects Baum
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Plummer v. 
Univ. of 
Houston , 
860 F.3d 767 
(5th Cir. 
2017)

Due Process & Title IX Selective Enforcement 

Davis, Goss, Mathews, Dixon, Flaim(6CA) 

Univ. of Texas Med. Sch. at Houston v. Than, 901 S.W.2d 926 
(Tex. 1995). Texas Constitution recognizes liberty interest in 
higher education/Reputation. 

School = Strong Interest: educational process, safe LE, 
preserving limited administrative resources.  

Process = multiple meaningful opportunities to be heard & 
Video evidence of violation.  

Plummer 

ÅInadequate Notice of standards, Unfair investigation, Bias, No direct 

evidence, No Cross Exam. 

Å2nd Mathews = ɈThe danger of error and the benefit of additional or 

alternate proceduresɉ (video evidence)

ÅɈAdditional procedures were not necessary in case without 

significant factual disputesɉ (Mathews & Flaim (6CA))  

ÅSelective Enforcement 

Can 
Employees 
Sue under 
Title IX? 

Lakoskiv. James, 66 
F.3d 751 (5CA 1995)

Doe v. Mercy Catholic 
Med. Ctr. 850 F.3d 
545 (3d Cir. 2017) 

Pre -Assault Claim

ÅKarasek v. Regents of Univ. of California, 956 F.3d 1093 (9th Cir. 2020)

ÅSimSimpson v. Univ. of Colorado Boulder, 500 F.3d 1170 (10th Cir. 2007) 

(1) a school maintained a policy of deliberate indifference to reports of 
sexual misconduct, 

(2) which created a heightened risk of sexual harassment that was known or 
obvious 

(3) in a context subject to the school's control, and 

(4) as a result, the plaintiff suffered harassment that was so severe, 
pervasive, and objectively offensive that it can be said to have deprived the 
plaintiff of access to the educational opportunities or benefits provided by 
the school

Novel Title IX Cases  

Gruver v. Louisiana , 401 F. Supp. 3d 742 (M.D. La. 2019)

District Court  Heightened Risk Claim Dispels Davis 

Pederson v. Louisiana, 213 
F.3d 858 (5th Cir. 2000)   

Doe v. Baylor Univ., 240 F. 
Supp. 3d 646 (W.D. Tex. 

2017)

Purposeful disregard of 
Greek male hazing 

complaints = greater risk of 
danger for males in 

fraternities as compared to 
females in sororities 
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McCluskey v. State of Utah 

Complaint filed Equal Protection // Deliberate 
Indifference under Title IX  

{ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ hƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ 
Death 

Federal 
Law 
Trends

SPCT: Deliberate Indifference & Retaliation 

Fed Cir: EO, SE, AA, PI, PA, XExam

Evolution 

Expansion  

Civil Rights  

Evolution & Expansion of Title IX Liability

Deliberate 
Indifference

Erroneous 
Outcome 

Selective 
Enforcement 

Retaliation 

Inequity in 
Athletics

Pre-Assault 
Claim

42 U.S.C. 1983 ς
Due Process & 

Equal Protection 

Plausible 
Inference

Heightened Risk -> 
Student Death

State Law Trends 

State Law 
Overview

State Law Causes of Action  

Federal Courts Using State Law 

Federal Courts & State Law Key Cases

State Courts & Student Discipline

State Laws Dealing with Title IX 

Series Takeaways 

State Law Causes of Action
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Establishing a Contract  

Offer Acceptance Consideration

Establishin
g Breach of 
Contract 

Prove there is a contract 
(establish essential terms)  

Breach of the the terms 

Damages 

Student ɀ
University 
Contract 
Spectrum

New York 

Virginia

New York 

ÅImplied Contract: Student Accepted

ÅSatisfy Academic Standards + Comply with 
Procedures 

ÅBulletins, Circulars, and Regulations -> 
Student Handbook 

ÅIdentify Specific Promises ɀExamples Doe v. 
Syracuse Univ. , No. 518CV00496BKSML 
(N.D.N.Y. June 19, 2020)  

ÅGeneral / Unspecified stmts. = no good 

ɈVirtually all of the promised services that 
Plaintiff cites, are broad pronouncements of 
the SchoolɅs compliance with existing anti-
discrimination laws, promising equitable 
treatment of all students. As such, they can 
not form the basis for a breach of contract.ɉ 
Ward v. New York Univ ., 99 Civ. 8733 (RCC) 
(S.D.N.Y. Sept. 28, 2000)

1) The existence of an agreement 
2) Adequate performance of the 

contract by Plaintiff 
3) Breach of contract by 

defendant 
4) Damages  

Virginia Contract 
Law 
Owen v. Liberty 
Univ. , No. 6:19 -CV-
00007, 2020 WL 
1856798 (W.D. Va. 
Apr. 13, 2020)

1) Legally enforceable obligation of a 
defendant to a plaintiff 
2) The defɅsviolation of obligation 
3) Injury or damage to plaintiff caused by 
breach of obligation 

Absolute Mutuality 
Required 

Unilateral Revision Clauses 

University Conduct Policies 
Enforceable Contracts 

Breach of 
Contract ɀ
Reasonable 
Expectations 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
manifestation, the university, should 
ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘΦέ                                
=  Schaerv. Brandeis Univ., 432 Mass. 474, 735 
N.E.2d 373 (2000)   
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Breach of Contract ς
Basic Fairness 

Broad Discretion - Schaerv Brandeis Univ., 432 Mass. 474, 735 N.E.2d 373 (2000) 
No one size fits all - Doe v Brandeis Univ., 177 F. Supp. 3d 561 (D. Mass. 2016) 

Implied Covenant of Good Faith 
& Fair Dealing 

Faithfulness to an 
agreed common 

purpose

Cooperation 

full benefits 

refrain / injury

Defamation 

Restatement (second) of Torts 558

Å(a) a false and defamatory statement concerning another; 

Å(b) an unprivileged publication to a third party; 

Å(c) fault amounting at least to negligence on the part of the 

publisher [with respect to the act of publication]; and 

Å(d) either actionability of the statement irrespective of special 

harm or the existence of special harm caused by the 

publication. 

Intentional Infliction of 
Emotional Distress

Å(1) One who by extreme and outrageous conduct intentionally or recklessly causes severe 
emotional distress to another is subject to liability for such emotional distress, and if bodily 
harm to the other results from it, for such bodily harm. 

Å(2) Where such conduct is directed at a third person, the actor is subject to liability if he 
intentionally or recklessly causes severe emotional distress 

Å(a) to a member of such person's immediate family who is present at the time, whether or 
not such distress results in bodily harm, or 

Å(b) to any other person who is present at the time, if such distress results in bodily harm.

Restatement (second) Torts 46(1) (1965)

Negligence 

Duty 

Breach 

Causation 

Damages 

State Causes of 
Action 
attached to 
Title IX 

ωReasoanble Expectation 

ωBasic Fairness 

ωImplied Covenant of Good Faith & 
Fair Dealing 

Breach of Contract: 

Defamation 

IIED 

Negligence -> Novel 
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Federal Courts & State Law
Key Cases  

Doe v. Univ. 
of Scis., No. 
19-2966, 
2020 WL 
2786840 (3d 
Cir. May 29, 
2020)

ÅRoe 1 -> No Alcohol // No 
Condom = Non -Consensual 

ÅRoe 2 -> Alcohol // Non -
Consensual  

ÅNotice of Investigation 

ÅInvestigator -> Outside 
Attorney 

ÅCredibility Case  

ÅExpulsion -> Appeal -> Lawsuit  

Sciences Policy 

Student Handbook 
Promise: Prompt, fair, & 
equitable  

ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
same protections by the 
ŎƻǳǊǘǎΦέ

Procedural Protections: 
Given info on allegations, 
opportunity to review 
witness stmts., opportunity 
to defend in front of 
investigator, opportunity to 
identify witnesses. 

Sciences 
Dispute

Credibility Case, No 
cross exam, no live 
hearing before a 

panel. 

άCǳƭƭ-ŘǊŜǎǎέ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ 
not required. 

Doe v. 
Univ. of 
the 
Sciences ɀ
Ct 
Analysis 

Academic (caution) v. Behavior  

Assumes Contract is created 

Student substantial interest  

DCL pressure 

Pennsylvania Law  

Fairness = Notice, Participate in live hearing, Cross Exam witnesses  

Cites to Goss 

Doe v. Univ. of Scis.ɀHolding 

Doe states a plausible claim for Breach of Contract 

Promised: Fair & Equitable  
-> Suspension: some sort of hearing 

-> Credibility Case: Cross-Exam 

Single model investigator violates Fairness promised 

Rehearing Requested -
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Doe v. 
Trustees of 
Bos. Coll. , 
892 F.3d 67 
(1st Cir. 
2018) 

Cruise Ship Party Case 

A.B. -> Assaulted on dance floor 

Policy: Impartial & Private 

ωNeutrality - No Finding

ωChairperson -> Associate Dean -> Dean  -> Associate 
Dean -> Board

2012 disciplinary proceedings  

ωNew Evidence -> No Reconsideration 

2014 Review  

Doe v. 
Boston 
Dispute 

1) 2012 Disciplinary Proceedings -> BOK: 
RE & BF 

.ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƳǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ

Prime Alternative Culprit Violation 

2) 2014 Review 
Contract? 

Consideration? -> No 
Lawsuit (exchange) 
Independent Review 

Boston 
College 
Ruling 

2012 Proceedings  -> 
Interference with Board 

!ύ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ 
impartial

B) Prime Alternative Culprit 
Violation 

Cruise Ship Case -> Jury 
Verdict Case 

Rossley v. Drake Univ. , 342 F. Supp. 3d 904 (S.D. Iowa 
2018)

Board of Trustee 
Iowa Law -> 
Breach of 
Contract 

Intent to be 
bound?  

Unpaid, 
Volunteer 
position 

No Written 
Contract, or 

Verbal conditions 

Liablity Insurance 
-> bargained for 

exchange?  

No 
Consideration, 
No Contract 

Breach of Contract Cases Takeaways 

POLICY ESSENTIAL TERMS 
-> SPECIFICS

FAIRNESS? PROMISES? VS. REGULATIONS  

Title IX Defamation  

Greenwell v. Univ. of Alabama Bd. of Trustees , No. 7:11-CV-2313-RDP, 2012 WL 3637768 
(N.D. Ala. Aug. 22, 2012) 

ÅFemale Employee  

ÅComplained -> Inequitable Pay & Disparate Treatment of students 

ÅTitle IX Retaliation claim 

ÅCollege knowingly made false statements: 

ÅDistrict Attorney 

ÅPolice 

ÅDishonest Act & Thievery  

ÅDoe v. Indiana Wesleyan Univ. , No. 1:20-CV-00039-HAB, 2020 WL 2474483 (N.D. Ind. 
May 12, 2020) -> Student HIV 
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Title IX IIED 

ÅRoussaw v. Mastery Charter High Sch. , 
No. CV 19-1458, 2020 WL 2615621 (E.D. 
Pa. May 22, 2020) - 13 year old 7 th Grade 
girl 

ÅExtreme & Outrageous Conduct 

ÅSexual Assault on school grounds 

ÅMishandled investigation 

ÅUndue Delay 

ÅSuspending Victim, knowing it was 
alleged rape 

ÅNo discipline of Assailant 

Title IX 
Negligence 

Doe v. Univ. of St. Thomas, 368 F. Supp. 3d 1309 (D. 
Minn. 2019)  

-> Abbariao (MNSPCT) = Academic Expulsion was 
Arbitrary   

(The requirements imposed by the common law on 
private universities parallels those imposed by the 
Due Process Clause on Public Univ. ) 

-> Rollins (MNAppCT ) = Non-Academic Expulsion was 
Arbitrary  

= UST owed Doe a Duty of Reasonable Care  

Logic used again in Vanegas v. Carleton Coll., No. CV 
19-1878 (MJD/LIB), 2020 WL 2092918 (D. Minn. May 1, 
2020)

State Courts & Student Discipline

California ɀWrit of Administrative 
Mandate 

California 
Title IX ɀ
Writ of 
Mandamus 
Cases 

ÅDoe v. Occidental College , 40 Cal. App. 5th 208, 

252 Cal. Rptr . 3d 646 (2019)

ÅDoe v. Westmont , 34 Cal. App. 5th 622, 246 Cal. 

Rptr . 3d 369 (2019)

ÅSchrager v. Carry , No. B282970, 2019 WL 1745858 

(Cal. Ct. App. Apr. 18, 2019)

ÅDoe v Allee , 30 Cal. App. 5th 1036, 242 Cal. Rptr . 

3d 109 (2019)

ÅɈThe common law requirements for a fair sexual 

misconduct hearing at a private college mirror the due 

process protections at public universities; these 

requirements are flexible and entail no rigid procedure. ɉ

California State Court Discipline 
Requirements 

ÅNo particular form of college student disciplinary hearing is required under 

California law.

ÅA fair college sexual misconduct hearing strives to balance three competing 

interests: 

Å1) the accused student seeks to avoid unfair or mistaken exclusion from the 

educational process, 

Å2) the college tries to provide a safe environment for all of its students, 

Å3) the alleged victim, who often lives, works, and studies on a shared 

college campus with the accused, wants to safeguard their own well -being.
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Investigation 

The combination of investigative and adjudicative functions does not, without more, deprive a college student 
accused of sexual misconduct of a fair hearing. 

Where critical witnesses provide inconsistent accounts of an alleged incident, independent evaluation of witness 
credibility is pivotal to a fair adjudication of a college sexual assault claim. 

College student conduct panel deprived student of a fair hearing on sexual misconduct charge when it credited 
certain portions of non-ǘŜǎǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎΩ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ƻƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ ŘŜŀƴϥǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎΤ 
associate dean had dual role as investigator and panel member, and all three panel members were finders of fact 
required to hear from critical witnesses before choosing to credit certain accounts over others.

Evidence 

ÅThere is no formal right to discovery in student conduct 

review hearings. 

ÅFair hearing requirements do not allow a collegeɅs 

adjudicatory body to rely on evidence that has never been 

revealed to the accused student when it assesses witness 

credibility. 

Credibility cases: Information given to 
accused

ÅThe college must provide the accused student with the names of witnesses 

and the facts to which each testifies. 

ÅCollege student conduct panel deprived student of a fair hearing on sexual 

misconduct charge when it failed to provide student with information 

regarding investigation; college's sexual assault policies and procedures 

required it to turn over interview notes and permitted student access to all 

evidence dean discovered or developed during his investigation, yet dean 

omitted some questions and answers from reports, dean, who was on panel, 

had full information available to him, and college staff member took detailed 

notes that recorded the panelɅs questions and witnessesɅ responses, but 

student was only provided less detailed oral summaries.

Credibility Cases 

ÅAt a minimum, to provide a fair hearing where a sexual 
misconduct case turns on witness credibility, a college must 
comply with its own policies and procedures.

ÅTo provide a fair hearing where a sexual misconduct case turns 
on witness credibility, a college's procedures must provide the 
accused student with a hearing before a neutral adjudicatory 
body. 

ÅFor a college to provide a fair hearing where a sexual 
misconduct case turns on witness credibility, the accused must 
be permitted to respond to the evidence against them.

Credibility cases: Appearance of 
witnesses  

ÅNot necessary to place the alleged victim and the accused in the same 

room. 

ÅThe alleged victim and other critical witnesses must appear before the 

adjudicatory body in some form Ɂin person, by video conference, or by 

some other means Ɂso the body can observe their demeanor.  

ÅSome form of witness presence is required to enable a college's 

adjudicatory body, when considering a sexual misconduct claim, to 

determine whether the witness is worthy of belief, especially where there 

is no corroborating physical evidence to assist the body in resolving 

conflicting accounts.

Credibility cases: Cross examination 

ÅA college student accused of sexual misconduct is not entitled to 
directly cross -examine the alleged victim or other witnesses who 

testify at a sexual misconduct hearing. 

ÅWhere a collegeɅs sexual misconduct adjudication decision hinges on 

witness credibility, the accused must be permitted to pose questions 
to the alleged victim and other witnesses, even if indirectly. 

ÅThe accused must be able to pose questions to the witnesses in some 
manner, either directly or indirectly, such as through the adjudicatory 

body, but the body need not ask every question proposed by the 
accused. 
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Doe v. 
Westmont ɀ
Denied a Fair 
Hearing 

ÅCritical Witnesses 

ÅInformation Provided to John 

ÅOpportunity to Question Witness 

ÅRequirements for New Hearing 

Imposed: 

1) Access to Investigator Notes, 2) 

Access to notes from student conduct 

meeting, 3) Some form of questions 

asking for witnesses (no particular 

form, material participation) 

New York ɀArticle 78 Review 

New York ɀArticle 78 Case 

ÅDoe v. Columbia Univ. , No. 19 CIV. 5357 (ER), 

2020 WL 1528545 (S.D.N.Y. Mar. 31, 2020)

ÅBoth claim Non -Consensual Sex 

ÅMale claims Incapacitation 

1) Failure to follow own procedures  

2) Arbitrary & Capricious 

State Courts & Student Discipline 
Takeaways 

Public-Private 
Mirror

Sued in 
multiple venues 

Broader than 
Title IX 

State Laws/ 
Regulations
Dealing with 
Title IX 

New York 
Enough is Enough Law (L 2015, Ch76) 
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Texas 
ÅHB 1735 ɀPolicy Requirements  

ÅSB 212  - Employee Reporting 

ÅSB 449 ɀTranscript Notations  

ÅBaylor University 

SB 1735 Overall Policy/Enforcement 

Sexual 
Misconduct 
Policy 

Definitions ς
Student v 
Employee 

Trauma 
Informed 
Training 

MOUs  
Continued 
Disciplinary 
Process  

2 Million-dollar 
Penalty  

SB 212 ɀMandatory Reporting 

Employee 
Mandatory 
Reporting 

In the course 
and scope of 
employment

Reasonably 
believes    

All information 
concerning the 

incident 

Confidential 
employees   

Failure to 
Report - Crime

Administrative 
Reporting 

Requirements  

Coordinator -> 
President 

Governing -> 
Board 

Failure to Report / False Report  

ÅTexas A&M Central University 

ÅPolice Chief  

ÅReport made against a former employee x2 

https://www.fox7austin.com/news/killeen -police -arrest -kempner -police -

chief -for -failure -to -report -title -ix-violations

1) Class B misdemeanor 

2) If intent to conceal, then Class A misdemeanor 

SB 449 

DISCIPLINARY PROCESS 
CONTINUES AFTER 
GRADUATION OR 

WITHDRAW

INELIGIBLE TO REENROLL 
FOR A NON-

ACADEMIC/NON-
FINANCIAL

MANDATORY 
TRANSCRIPT NOTATION   

Idaho 

HB 500 - CŀƛǊƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Sports Act 

HB 509 - Idaho Vital Statistics 
Act 
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Fairness in WomenɅs Sports Act 

ÅScientific Findings 

ÅBiological differences between Males & Females  

ÅKleczek v. Rhode Island Interscholastic League, Inc. , 612 A.2d 734 

(R.I. 1992)

ÅSex Specific Teams  

ÅBroad Scope  

ÅAll Teams: Male, Female, Coed  -> Prove Sex  

ÅFemale Teams = No Males

ÅCreates COA (Student, School, Retaliation) 

Vital 
Statistics 
Act 

ÅBirth Certificate Rules

ÅDefinition of Ɉsexɉ  

ÅCompelling Interest 

Hecox v. Little , 
(1:20 -cv -00184 -
DCN)

A) Transgender Female 
Student at Boise State  

B) Jane Roe, Female Student 
at Boise High School

42 USC 1983 

Title IX 

Connecticut 

Soule v. Connecticut Association of Schools, Inc .,(3:20-cv-00201-RNC)

ÅCIAC Policy 

Å3 Female High school females

Å2 Biological Males  -> 15/85  

ÅTitle IX Athletics Review 

ÅEffective Accommodation 

ÅEqual Treatment 
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Oklahoma -
SB 1466  

(attempted) 

Student and Administration Equality Act  

10-day Trigger -> Goss  

Procedural Requirements 

Advocate may Fully Participate

Credibility Case -> Cross Exam 

State Law Trends

Breach of 
Contract, 

Defamation, IIED, Negligence 

Procedural 
Requirements, 

Proscribed 
Policy, 

Athletics 
Mandates. 

Webinar Takeaway

Modern 
Title IX 

Compliance 
U. 

Multiple 
Venues 

Thank You! 

Assessment to 
Follow   

Legal Foundations for    
Title IX Investigators 
Under the New 
Regulations

Peter Lake

Professor of Law, Charles A. Dana Chair, and 
Director of the Center for Excellence in Higher 
Education Law and Policy at Stetson University 

College of Law Copyrighted material. May not be 
reproduced without permission.

TRACK 1 ɀTitle IX Coordinators

TRACK 3 ɀTitle IX Investigators

This Module is Designed for:
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ÅUnder the new Title IX regulations, Title IX coordinators 

are permitted to be investigators.

ÅIt is important Title IX coordinators receive investigator training.

ÅTitle IX coordinators, as a part of their overall oversight 

function, must understand the investigative process and 

how it has shifted under the new regulations, irrespective 

of whether they ever serve as the actual investigator.

ÅTitle IX investigators should have working knowledge of 

the Title IX grievance system overall and understand their 

role within the system.

Why does this module combine these two 
tracks?

ÅEnacted by Congress, Title IX seeks to reduce or 
eliminate barriers to educational opportunity caused by 
sex discrimination in institutions that receive federal 
funding. This is the mission of Title IX! 

ÅOther federal laws also address sex discrimination.  
There are complex interactions with other federal laws, 
such as the Clery Act, the Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA), and the Violence Against Women Act 
(VAWA). 

ÅTitle IX is concerned with institutional response to 
discrimination.

What is Title IX? What is its mission?

34 CFR Part 106 Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education 

Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance

The final regulations specify how recipients of Federal financial 
assistance covered by Title IX, including elementary and secondary 
schools as well as postsecondary institutions, (hereinafter collectively 
referred to as Ɉrecipientsɉ or Ɉschoolsɉ), must respond to allegations of 
sexual harassment consistent with Title ϥXɅs prohibition against sex 
discrimination. These regulations are intended to effectuate Title ϥXɅs 
prohibition against sex discrimination by requiring recipients to 
address sexual harassment as a form of sex discrimination in 
education programs or activities. 

Title IX: FINAL RULE

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or 
Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) 
(online at www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30026 
(emphasis added). 

The final regulations obligate recipients to respond promptly 

and supportively to persons alleged to be victimized by sexual 

harassment, resolve allegations of sexual harassment promptly 

and accurately under a predictable, fair grievance process that 

provides due process protections to alleged victims and alleged 

perpetrators of sexual harassment, and effectively implement 

remedies for victims.

Title IX: FINAL RULE

Id. (emphasis added).

The final regulations also clarify and modify Title IX regulatory 
requirements regarding remedies the Department may impose on 
recipients for Title IX violations, the intersection between Title IX, 
Constitutional protections, and other laws, the designation by each 
recipient of a Title IX Coordinator to address sex discrimination 
including sexual harassment, the dissemination of a recipientɅs non-
discrimination policy and contact information for a Title IX 
Coordinator, the adoption by recipients of grievance procedures and 
a grievance process, how a recipient may claim a religious 
exemption, and prohibition of retaliation for exercise of rights under 
Title IX.

Title IX: FINAL RULE

Id.

ÅDefinitions Under the New Regulations

ÅFamiliarity with Specific Campus Policies

ÅThe Investigation Process Itself

ÅRelevance and Rape Shield Rules

ÅThe Minimum and Maximum Role of the Investigator

ÅThe Tie to the Adjudication Process

ÅWho should serve as an investigator?

Special Issues in Investigation*

Note: These concepts will be 
covered in this module, 
subsequent modules, and in 
the live virtual session.
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A Review of the 
New Regulations

Operational considerations will be 

addressed in separate modules.

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǎŜȄέ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜΦ The 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ ŀ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǎŜȄέ ƛƴ 

the NPRM and declines to do so in these final 

regulations. The focus of these regulations remains 

prohibited conduct.

ϥs Ɉsexɉ defined in the new regulations?

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education 
Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 
(May 19, 2020) (final rule) (online at www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-
19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30177 (emphasis added). 

Important to look at campus 
policy and other relevant laws. 
Seek advice of counsel.

§ 106.30(a) Definitions. 

ɈActual Knowledgeɉ

Actual knowledge means notice of sexual harassment or allegations of sexual 
harassment to a recipientɅs Title ϥX Coordinator or any official of the recipient 
who has authority to institute corrective measures on behalf of the recipient, or 
to any employee of an elementary and secondary school. Imputation of 
knowledge based solely on vicarious liability or constructive notice is insufficient 
to constitute actual knowledge. This standard is not met when the only official of 
the recipient with actual knowledge is the respondent. The mere ability or 
obligation to report sexual harassment or to inform a student about how to 
report sexual harassment, or having been trained to do so, does not qualify an 
individual as one who has authority to institute corrective measures on behalf of 
the recipient. ɈNoticeɉ as used in this paragraph includes, but is not limited to, a 
report of sexual harassment to the Title IX Coordinator as described in § 106.8(a).

Complainant means an individual who is 
alleged to be the victim of conduct that could 
constitute sexual harassment. 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ άŀƭƭŜƎŜŘΚέ

ɈComplainantɉ

Respondent means an individual who has been 
reported to be the perpetrator of conduct that could 
constitute sexual harassment. 

!ƭƭŜƎŜ Ґ άǊŜǇƻǊǘΚέ

ɈRespondentɉ
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More on Complainants/Respondents

ÅA person may be a complainant, or a respondent, even where no 

formal complaint has been filed and no grievance process is 

pending.

ÅReferences . . . to a complainant, respondent, or other individual 

with respect to exercise of rights under Title IX should be 

understood to include situations in which a parent or guardian has 

the legal right to act on behalf of the individual.

Å[T]he definitions of Ɉcomplainantɉ and Ɉrespondentɉ do not restrict 

either party to being a student or employee , and, therefore, the 

final regulations do apply to allegations that an employee was 

sexually harassed by a student. 

Id.  

Id. at 30071-72 (internal citations omitted, emphasis added). 

Id. at 30030. The Assistant Secretary will not require recipients to adopt a particular 
definition of consent with respect to sexual assault, as referenced in 
this section. 

This has been a central issue in fairness/consistency.
Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ άŎƻƴǎŜƴǘέ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ άǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΚέ

ɈConsentɉ

ÅWhat will your campus definition be?
ÅAffirmative consent?

ÅWill distribute across multiple offenses

ÅElements
Åconsent is a voluntary agreement to engage in sexual activity; 

Åsomeone who is incapacitated cannot consent; 
Å(such as due to the use of drugs or alcohol, when a person is asleep or unconscious, or 

because of an intellectual or other disability that prevents the student from having the 
capacity to give consent) 

Åpast consent does not imply future consent; 

Åsilence or an absence of resistance does not imply consent; 

Åconsent to engage in sexual activity with one person does not imply consent to 
engage in sexual activity with another; 

Åconsent can be withdrawn at any time; and 

Åcoercion, force, or threat of either invalidates consent. 

ɈConsentɉɁNot Defined in New Regulations ɈFormal Complaintɉ

Formal complaint means a document filed by a complainant or signed by the 

Title IX Coordinator alleging sexual harassment against a respondent and 

requesting that the recipient investigate the allegation of sexual harassment. At 

the time of filing a formal complaint, a complainant must be participating in or 

attempting to participate in the education program or activity of the recipient 

with which the formal complaint is filed. A formal complaint may be filed with 

the Title IX Coordinator in person, by mail, or by electronic mail, by using the 

contact information required to be listed for the Title IX Coordinator under §

106.8(a), and by any additional method designated by the recipient. 

(emphasis added) 

ɈFormal Complaintɉ ContɅd

As used in this paragraph, the phrase Ɉdocument filed by a complainantɉ 

means a document or electronic submission (such as by electronic mail or 

through an online portal provided for this purpose by the recipient) that 

contains the complainantɅs physical or digital signature, or otherwise 

indicates that the complainant is the person filing the formal complaint. 

Where the Title IX Coordinator signs a formal complaint, the Title IX 

Coordinator is not a complainant or otherwise a party under this part or 

under § 106.45, and must comply with the requirements of this part, 

including § 106.45(b)(1)(iii). 

Sexual harassment means conduct on the basis of sex that satisfies one or more 
of the following: 

(1) An employee of the recipient conditioning the provision of an aid, 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΣ ƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǳƴǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
sexual conduct; 

(2) Unwelcome conduct determined by a reasonable personto be so 
severe, pervasive, and objectively offensive that it effectively denies a person 
Ŝǉǳŀƭ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΤ ƻǊ

όоύ ά{ŜȄǳŀƭ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘέ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ нл ¦Φ{Φ/Φ млфнόŦύόсύό!ύόǾύΣ άŘŀǘƛƴƎ 
ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ оп ¦Φ{Φ/Φ мннфмόŀύόмлύΣ άŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ 
оп ¦Φ{Φ/Φ мннфмόŀύόуύΣ ƻǊ άǎǘŀƭƪƛƴƎέ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ оп ¦Φ{Φ/Φ мннфмόŀύόолύΦ

ɈSexual Harassmentɉ  [Three-Prong Test]

(emphasis added) 
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[P]rotection of free speech and academic freedom was weakened by the 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǾƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ 

constitutes actionable sexual harassment under Title IX . . . these final regulations 

return to the Davis definition verbatim, while also protecting against even single 

instances of quid pro quo harassment and Clery/ VAWA offenses, which are not 

entitled to First Amendment protection.  

Id.at 30155 n.680.

First Amendment and the Second Prong

Stalking. (i) Engaging in a course of conduct directed at a specific 
person that would cause a reasonable person to Ɂ

(A) Fear for the personɅs safety or the safety of others; or

(B) Suffer substantial emotional distress.

(ii) For the purposes of this definition Ɂ

(A) Course of conduct means two or more acts, including, but not 
limited to, acts in which the stalker directly, indirectly, or through 
third parties, by any action, method, device, or means, follows, 
monitors, observes, surveils, threatens, or communicates to or about a 
person, or interferes with a personɅs property.

(B) Reasonable person means a reasonable person under similar 
circumstances and with similar identities to the victim.

(C) Substantial emotional distress means significant mental 
suffering or anguish that may, but does not necessarily, require 
medical or other professional treatment or counseling.

ɈStalkingɉ (Clery Act 
Definition)

34 C.F.R § 668.46(a) 

Domestic violence. (i) A felony or misdemeanor crime of violence committed Ɂ

(A) By a current or former spouse or intimate partner of the 
victim;

(B) By a person with whom the victim shares a child in common;

(C) By a person who is cohabitating with, or has cohabitated with, the 
victim as a spouse or intimate partner;

(D) By a person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim under the 
domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction in which the crime of 
violence occurred, or

(E) By any other person against an adult or youth victim who is 
protected from that personɅs acts under the domestic or family violence laws 
of the jurisdiction in which the crime of violence occurred.

ɈDomestic Violenceɉ (Clery Act Definition)

34 C.F.R § 668.46(a) 

Dating violence. Violence committed by a person who is or has been in 
a social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim.

(i) The existence of such a relationship shall be determined based on 
the reporting partyɅs statement and with consideration of the length 
of the relationship, the type of relationship, and the frequency of 
interaction between the persons involved in the relationship.

(ii) For the purposes of this definition Ɂ

(A) Dating violence includes, but is not limited to, sexual or 
physical abuse or the threat of such abuse.

(B) Dating violence does not include acts covered under the 
definition of domestic violence.

ɈDating Violenceɉ (Clery Act Definition)

34 C.F.R § 668.46(a) 

Remember state law and policy 

specific considerations!

ɈSupportive Measuresɉ

Supportive measures means non -disciplinary, non -punitive individualized 

services offered as appropriate, as reasonably available, and without fee 

or charge to the complainant or the respondent before or after the filing 

of a formal complaint or where no formal complaint has been filed. Such 

measures are designed to restore or preserve equal access to the 

recipientɅs education program or activity without unreasonably burdening 

the other party, including measures designed to protect the safety of all 

parties or the recipientɅs educational environment, or deter sexual 

harassment. 
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ɈSupportive Measuresɉ  ContɅd

Supportive measures may include counseling, extensions of deadlines or other 
course -related adjustments, modifications of work or class schedules, campus 
escort services, mutual restrictions on contact between the parties, changes in 
work or housing locations, leaves of absence, increased security and monitoring 
of certain areas of the campus, and other similar measures. The recipient must 
maintain as confidential any supportive measures provided to the complainant 
or respondent, to the extent that maintaining such confidentiality would not 
impair the ability of the recipient to provide the supportive measures. The Title IX 
Coordinator is responsible for coordinating the effective implementation of 
supportive measures. 

§ 106.44 RecipientɅs 
response to sexual 
harassment. 

A recipient with actual knowledge of sexual harassment in an 
education program or activity of the recipient against a person in 
the United States, must respond promptly in a manner that is not 
deliberately indifferent. A recipient is deliberately indifferent only if 
its response to sexual harassment is clearly unreasonable in light of 
the known circumstances. For the purposes of this section, §§
106.30, and 106.45, ɄɄeducation program or activityɅɅ includes 
locations, events, or circumstances over which the recipient 
exercised substantial control over both the respondent and the 
context in which the sexual harassment occurs, and also includes 
any building owned or controlled by a student organization that is 
officially recognized by a postsecondary institution. 

§106.44(a) General response to sexual 
harassment .

(emphasis added) 

A recipientɅs response must treat complainants and respondents 
equitably by offering supportive measures as defined in § 106.30 to 
a complainant, and by following a grievance process that complies 
with § 106.45 before the imposition of any disciplinary sanctions or 
other actions that are not supportive measures as defined in §
106.30, against a respondent. The Title IX Coordinator must 
promptly contact the complainant to discuss the availability of 
supportive measures as defined in § 106.30, consider the 
complainantɅs wishes with respect to supportive measures, inform 
the complainant of the availability of supportive measures with or 
without the filing of a formal complaint, and explain to the 
complainant the process for filing a formal complaint. 

§106.44(a) ContɅd

The Department may not deem a recipient to have satisfied the 

recipientɅs duty to not be deliberately indifferent under this 

part based on the recipientɅs restriction of rights protected 

under the U.S. Constitution, including the First Amendment, 

Fifth Amendment, and Fourteenth Amendment.

§106.44(a) ContɅd

(1) In response to a formal complaint, a recipient must follow a 

grievance process that complies with § 106.45. With or without a 

formal complaint, a recipient must comply with § 106.44(a). 

(2) The Assistant Secretary will not deem a recipientɅs determination 

regarding responsibility to be evidence of deliberate indifference 

by the recipient, or otherwise evidence of discrimination under 

title IX by the recipient, solely because the Assistant Secretary 

would have reached a different determination based on an 

independent weighing of the evidence.

§106.44(b) Response to a formal complaint. 
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Nothing in this part precludes a recipient from removing a 
respondent from the recipientɅs education program or activity on an 
emergency basis, provided that the recipient undertakes an 
individualized safety and risk analysis, determines that an 
immediate threat to the physical health or safety of any student or 
other individual arising from the allegations of sexual harassment 
justifies removal, and provides the respondent with notice and an 
opportunity to challenge the decision immediately following the 
removal. This provision may not be construed to modify any rights 
under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, or the Americans with Disabilities Act.

§106.44(c) Emergency removal.

Nothing in this subpart precludes a recipient from placing a 

non -student employee respondent on administrative leave 

during the pendency of a grievance process that complies with 

§ 106.45. This provision may not be construed to modify any 

rights under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 or the 

Americans with Disabilities Act.

§106.44(d) Administrative leave.

§ 106.45 Grievance process 
for formal complaints of 
sexual harassment. 

A recipientɅs treatment of a complainant or a respondent in 

response to a formal complaint of sexual harassment may 

constitute discrimination on the basis of sex under title IX. 

§ 106.45(a) Discrimination on the basis of 
sex.

For the purpose of addressing formal complaints of sexual 

harassment, a recipientɅs grievance process must comply with 

the requirements of this section. Any provisions, rules, or 

practices other than those required by this section that a 

recipient adopts as part of its grievance process for handling 

formal complaints of sexual harassment as defined in § 106.30, 

must apply equally to both parties. 

§ 106.45(b) Grievance process. 

(1) Basic requirements for grievance process. A recipientɅs grievance process 
mustɁ

(i) Treat complainants and respondents equitably by providing remedies to a 
complainant where a determination of responsibility for sexual harassment has 
been made against the respondent, and by following a grievance process that 
complies with this section before the imposition of any disciplinary sanctions or 
other actions that are not supportive measures as defined in § 106.30, against a 
respondent. Remedies must be designed to restore or preserve equal access to 
the recipientɅs education program or activity. Such remedies may include the 
same individualized services described in §106.30 as ɄɄsupportive measuresɅɅ; 
however, remedies need not be non -disciplinary or non -punitive and need not 
avoid burdening the respondent;

§ 106.45(b)(1)(i)
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(ii) Require an objective evaluation of all relevant evidence Ɂ

including both inculpatory and exculpatory evidence Ɂ and 

provide that credibility determinations may not be based on a 

personɅs status as a complainant, respondent, or witness; 

§ 106.45(b)(1)(ii)

(emphasis added) 

(iii) Require that any individual designated by a recipient as a 

Title IX Coordinator, investigator, decisionmaker, or any person 

designated by a recipient to facilitate an informal resolution 

process, not have a conflict of interest or bias for or against 

complainants or respondents generally or an individual 

complainant or respondent. 

§ 106.45(b)(1)(iii)

(emphasis added) 

§106.45(b)(1)(iii) ContɅd

A recipient must ensure that Title IX Coordinators, investigators , decision-

makers, and any person who facilitates an informal resolution process, receive 

training on 

Åthe definition of sexual harassment in § 106.30, 

Åthe scope of the recipientɅs education program or activity, 

Åhow to conduct an investigation and grievance process including hearings, 

appeals, and informal resolution processes, as applicable, and 

Åhow to serve impartially, including by avoiding prejudgment of the facts at 

issue, conflicts of interest, and bias. . . .

(bullets added, emphasis added)

§106.45 (b)(1)(iii) ContɅd

A recipient must ensure that decision -makers receive training on any technology 
to be used at a live hearing and on issues of relevance of questions and evidence, 
including when questions and evidence about the complainantɅs sexual 
predisposition or prior sexual behavior are not relevant, as set forth in 
paragraph (b)(6) of this section. 

A recipient also must ensure that investigators receive training on issues of 
relevance to create an investigative report that fairly summarizes relevant 

evidence, as set forth in paragraph (b)(5)(vii) of this section. 

Any materials used to train Title IX Coordinators, investigators, decision -makers, 
and any person who facilitates an informal resolution process, must not rely on 

sex stereotypes and must promote impartial investigations and adjudications of 

formal complaints of sexual harassment;

(emphasis added) 

(iv) Include a presumption that the respondent is not 

responsible for the alleged conduct until a determination 

regarding responsibility is made at the conclusion of the 

grievance process;

§ 106.45(b)(1)(iv)

(emphasis added) 

(v) Include reasonably prompt time frames for conclusion of the 
grievance process, including reasonably prompt time frames for 
filing and resolving appeals and informal resolution processes if the 
recipient offers informal resolution processes, and a process that 
allows for the temporary delay of the grievance process or the 
limited extension of time frames for good cause with written notice 
to the complainant and the respondent of the delay or extension 
and the reasons for the action. Good cause may include 
considerations such as the absence of a party, a partyɅs advisor, or a 
witness; concurrent law enforcement activity; or the need for 
language assistance or accommodation of disabilities;

§ 106.45(b)(1)(v)

(emphasis added) 
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(vi) Describe the range of possible disciplinary sanctions and 

remedies or list the possible disciplinary sanctions and 

remedies that the recipient may implement following any 

determination of responsibility; 

§ 106.45(b)(1)(vi)

(vii) State whether the standard of evidence to be used to 

determine responsibility is the preponderance of the evidence 

standard or the clear and convincing evidence standard, apply 

the same standard of evidence for formal complaints against 

students as for formal complaints against employees, including 

faculty, and apply the same standard of evidence to all formal 

complaints of sexual harassment; 

§ 106.45(b)(1)(vii)

(viii) Include the procedures and permissible bases for the 

complainant and respondent to appeal; 

§ 106.45(b)(1)(viii)

(ix) Describe the range of supportive measures available to 

complainants and respondents; and 

§ 106.45(b)(1)(ix)

(x) Not require, allow, rely upon, or otherwise use questions or 

evidence that constitute, or seek disclosure of, information 

protected under a legally recognized privilege, unless the 

person holding such privilege has waived the privilege.

§ 106.45(b)(1)(x)

(emphasis added) 

(2) Notice of allegations Ɂ

(i) Upon receipt of a formal complaint, a recipient must provide 

the following written notice to the parties who are known:

§ 106.45(b)(2)(i)
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(A) Notice of the recipientɅs grievance process that complies 

with this section, including any informal resolution process. 

§ 106.45(b)(2)(i)(A)

(B) Notice of the allegations of sexual harassment potentially constituting sexual 
harassment as defined in § 106.30, including sufficient details known at the time and 
with sufficient time to prepare a response before any initial interview. Sufficient details 
include the identities of the parties involved in the incident, if known, the conduct 
allegedly constituting sexual harassment under § 106.30, and the date and location of 
the alleged incident, if known. The written notice must include a statement that the 
respondent is presumed not responsible for the alleged conduct and that a 
determination regarding responsibility is made at the conclusion of the grievance 
process. The written notice must inform the parties that they may have an advisor of 
their choice, who may be, but is not required to be, an attorney, under paragraph 
(b)(5)(iv) of this section, and may inspect and review evidence under paragraph (b)(5)(vi) 
of this section. The written notice must inform the parties of any provision in the 
recipientɅs code of conduct that prohibits knowingly making false statements or 
knowingly submitting false information during the grievance process. 

§ 106.45(b)(2)(i)(B)

(ii) If, in the course of an investigation, the recipient decides to 

investigate allegations about the complainant or respondent 

that are not included in the notice provided pursuant to 

paragraph (b)(2)(i)(B) of this section, the recipient must provide 

notice of the additional allegations to the parties whose 

identities are known. 

§ 106.45(b)(2)(ii)

(emphasis added) 

(3) Dismissal of a formal complaint Ɂ

(i) The recipient must investigate the allegations in a formal 
complaint. If the conduct alleged in the formal complaint would not 
constitute sexual harassment as defined in § 106.30 even if proved, 

did not occur in the recipientɅs education program or activity, or did 
not occur against a person in the United States, then the recipient 
must dismiss the formal complaint with regard to that conduct for 
purposes of sexual harassment under title IX or this part; such a 
dismissal does not preclude action under another provision of the 

recipientɅs code of conduct. 

§ 106.45(b)(3)(i)

(emphasis added) 

(ii) The recipient may dismiss the formal complaint or any 

allegations therein, if at any time during the investigation or 

hearing: A complainant notifies the Title IX Coordinator in 

writing that the complainant would like to withdraw the formal 

complaint or any allegations therein; the respondent is no 

longer enrolled or employed by the recipient; or specific 

circumstances prevent the recipient from gathering evidence 

sufficient to reach a determination as to the formal complaint 

or allegations therein.

§ 106.45(b)(3)(ii)

(emphasis added) 

(iii) Upon a dismissal required or permitted pursuant to 

paragraph (b)(3)(i) or (b)(3)(ii) of this section, the recipient must 

promptly send written notice of the dismissal and reason(s) 

therefor simultaneously to the parties. 

§ 106.45(b)(3)(iii)
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(4) Consolidation of formal complaints. A recipient may 
consolidate formal complaints as to allegations of sexual 
harassment against more than one respondent, or by more 
than one complainant against one or more respondents, or by 
one party against the other party, where the allegations of 
sexual harassment arise out of the same facts or 
circumstances. Where a grievance process involves more than 
one complainant or more than one respondent, references in 
this section to the singular ɄɄparty,ɅɅ ɄɄcomplainant,ɅɅ or 
ɄɄrespondentɅɅ include the plural, as applicable.

§ 106.45(b)(4)

(emphasis added) 

(5) Investigation of a formal complaint. When investigating a 

formal complaint and throughout the grievance process, a 

recipient must Ɂ

§ 106.45(b)(5)

(emphasis added) 

(i) Ensure that the burden of proof and the burden of gathering 
evidence sufficient to reach a determination regarding responsibility 
rest on the recipient and not on the parties provided that the 
recipient cannot access, consider, disclose, or otherwise use a 
partyɅs records that are made or maintained by a physician, 
psychiatrist, psychologist, or other recognized professional or 
paraprofessional acting in the professionalɅs or paraprofessionalɅs 
capacity, or assisting in that capacity, and which are made and 
maintained in connection with the provision of treatment to the 
party, unless the recipient obtains that partyɅs voluntary, written 
consent to do so for a grievance process under this section (if a 
party is not an ɄɄeligible student,ɅɅ as defined in 34 CFR 99.3, then the 
recipient must obtain the voluntary, written consent of a ɄɄɄparent,ɅɅ 
as defined in 34 CFR 99.3);

§ 106.45(b)(5)(i)

(emphasis added) 

(ii) Provide an equal opportunity for the parties to present 

witnesses, including fact and expert witnesses, and other 

inculpatory and exculpatory evidence; 

§ 106.45(b)(5)(ii)

(emphasis added) 

(iii) Not restrict the ability of either party to discuss the 

allegations under investigation or to gather and present 

relevant evidence; 

§ 106.45(b)(5)(iii)

(emphasis added) 

(iv) Provide the parties with the same opportunities to have 

others present during any grievance proceeding, including the 

opportunity to be accompanied to any related meeting or 

proceeding by the advisor of their choice, who may be, but is 

not required to be, an attorney, and not limit the choice or 

presence of advisor for either the complainant or respondent in 

any meeting or grievance proceeding; however, the recipient 

may establish restrictions regarding the extent to which the 

advisor may participate in the proceedings, as long as the 

restrictions apply equally to both parties;

§ 106.45(b)(5)(iv)

(emphasis added) 
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(v) Provide, to a party whose participation is invited or 

expected, written notice of the date, time, location, 

participants, and purpose of all hearings, investigative 

interviews, or other meetings, with sufficient time for the party 

to prepare to participate; 

§ 106.45(b)(5)(v)

(emphasis added) 

(vi) Provide both parties an equal opportunity to inspect and 

review any evidence obtained as part of the investigation that 

is directly related to the allegations raised in a formal 

complaint, including the evidence upon which the recipient 

does not intend to rely in reaching a determination regarding 

responsibility and inculpatory or exculpatory evidence whether 

obtained from a party or other source, so that each party can 

meaningfully respond to the evidence prior to conclusion of the 

investigation. 

§ 106.45(b)(5)(vi)

(emphasis added) 

Prior to completion of the investigative report, the recipient 

must send to each party and the partyɅs advisor, if any, the 

evidence subject to inspection and review in an electronic 

format or a hard copy, and the parties must have at least 10 

days to submit a written response, which the investigator will 

consider prior to completion of the investigative report. The 

recipient must make all such evidence subject to the partiesɅ 

inspection and review available at any hearing to give each 

party equal opportunity to refer to such evidence during the 

hearing, including for purposes of cross -examination; and

§106.45(b)(5)(vi) ContɅd

(emphasis added) 

(vii) Create an investigative report that fairly summarizes 

relevant evidence and, at least 10 days prior to a hearing (if a 

hearing is required under this section or otherwise provided) or 

other time of determination regarding responsibility, send to 

each party and the partyɅs advisor, if any, the investigative 

report in an electronic format or a hard copy, for their review 

and written response.  

§ 106.45(b)(5)(vii)

(emphasis added) 

(6) Hearings. 

(i) For postsecondary institutions, the recipientɅs grievance process 

must provide for a live hearing. At the live hearing, the 

decisionmaker(s) must permit each partyɅs advisor to ask the other 

party and any witnesses all relevant questions and follow -up 

questions, including those challenging credibility. Such cross -

examination at the live hearing must be conducted directly, orally, 

and in real time by the partyɅs advisor of choice and never by a party 

personally, notwithstanding the discretion of the recipient under 

paragraph (b)(5)(iv) of this section to otherwise restrict the extent to 

which advisors may participate in the proceedings. 

§ 106.45(b)(6)(i)

At the request of either party, the recipient must provide for the live 
hearing to occur with the parties located in separate rooms with 
technology enabling the decision -maker(s) and parties to 
simultaneously see and hear the party or the witness answering 
questions. Only relevant cross -examination and other questions may 
be asked of a party or witness. Before a complainant, respondent, or 
witness answers a cross -examination or other question, the 
decision -maker(s) must first determine whether the question is 
relevant and explain any decision to exclude a question as not 
relevant. If a party does not have an advisor present at the live 
hearing, the recipient must provide without fee or charge to that 
party, an advisor of the recipientɅs choice, who may be, but is not 
required to be, an attorney, to conduct cross -examination on behalf 
of that party. 

§106.45(b)(6)(i) ContɅd
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Questions and evidence about the complainantɅs sexual predisposition or 
prior sexual behavior are not relevant, unless such questions and evidence 
about the complainantɅs prior sexual behavior are offered to prove that 
someone other than the respondent committed the conduct alleged by the 
complainant, or if the questions and evidence concern specific incidents of 
the complainantɅs prior sexual behavior with respect to the respondent 
and are offered to prove consent. If a party or witness does not submit to 
cross-examination at the live hearing, the decision -maker(s) must not rely 
on any statement of that party or witness in reaching a determination 
regarding responsibility; provided, however, that the decision -maker(s) 
cannot draw an inference about the determination regarding 
responsibility based solely on a partyɅs or witnessɅs absence from the live 
hearing or refusal to answer cross -examination or other questions. 

§106.45(b)(6)(i) ContɅd

Live hearings pursuant to this paragraph may be conducted 

with all parties physically present in the same geographic 

location or, at the recipientɅs discretion, any or all parties, 

witnesses, and other participants may appear at the live 

hearing virtually, with technology enabling participants 

simultaneously to see and hear each other. Recipients must 

create an audio or audiovisual recording, or transcript, of any 

live hearing and make it available to the parties for inspection 

and review. 

§106.45(b)(6)(i) ContɅd

(7) Determination regarding responsibility. 

(i) The decision -maker(s), who cannot be the same person(s) as 

the Title IX Coordinator or the investigator(s), must issue a 

written determination regarding responsibility. To reach this 

determination, the recipient must apply the standard of 

evidence described in paragraph (b)(1)(vii) of this section. 

§ 106.45(b)(7)(i)

(ii) The written determination must include Ɂ

(A) Identification of the allegations potentially constituting 

sexual harassment as defined in § 106.30;

§ 106.45(b)(7)(ii)(A)

(B) A description of the procedural steps taken from the receipt 

of the formal complaint through the determination, including 

any notifications to the parties, interviews with parties and 

witnesses, site visits, methods used to gather other evidence, 

and hearings held; 

§ 106.45(b)(7)(ii)(B)

(C) Findings of fact supporting the determination; 

§ 106.45(b)(7)(ii)(C)
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(D) Conclusions regarding the application of the recipientɅs code 

of conduct to the facts; 

§ 106.45(b)(7)(ii)(D)

(E) A statement of, and rationale for, the result as to each 

allegation, including a determination regarding responsibility, 

any disciplinary sanctions the recipient imposes on the 

respondent, and whether remedies designed to restore or 

preserve equal access to the recipientɅs education program or 

activity will be provided by the recipient to the complainant; 

and 

§ 106.45(b)(7)(ii)(E)

(F) The recipientɅs procedures and permissible bases for the 

complainant and respondent to appeal. 

§ 106.45(b)(7)(ii)(F)

(iii) The recipient must provide the written determination to the 

parties simultaneously. The determination regarding 

responsibility becomes final either on the date that the 

recipient provides the parties with the written determination of 

the result of the appeal, if an appeal is filed, or if an appeal is 

not filed, the date on which an appeal would no longer be 

considered timely. 

§ 106.45(b)(7)(iii)

(iv) The Title IX Coordinator is responsible for effective 

implementation of any remedies. 

§ 106.45(b)(7)(iv)

(8) Appeals. 

(i) A recipient must offer both parties an appeal from a 

determination regarding responsibility, and from a recipientɅs 

dismissal of a formal complaint or any allegations therein, on 

the following bases: 

§ 106.45(b)(8)(i)
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(A) Procedural irregularity that affected the outcome of the 

matter; 

(B) New evidence that was not reasonably available at the time 

the determination regarding responsibility or dismissal was 

made, that could affect the outcome of the matter; and 

(C) The Title IX Coordinator, investigator(s), or decision -maker(s) 

had a conflict of interest or bias for or against complainants or 

respondents generally or the individual complainant or 

respondent that affected the outcome of the matter. 

§ 106.45(b)(8)(i)(A -C)

(ii) A recipient may offer an appeal equally to both parties on 

additional bases. 

§ 106.45(b)(8)(ii)

(iii) As to all appeals, the recipient must: 

(A) Notify the other party in writing when an appeal is filed and 
implement appeal procedures equally for both parties; 

(B) Ensure that the decision -maker(s) for the appeal is not the same 
person as the decision -maker(s) that reached the determination regarding 
responsibility or dismissal, the investigator(s), or the Title IX Coordinator; 

(C) Ensure that the decision -maker(s) for the appeal complies with the 
standards set forth in paragraph (b)(1)(iii) of this section; 

(D) Give both parties a reasonable, equal opportunity to submit a written 
statement in support of, or challenging, the outcome; 

(E) Issue a written decision describing the result of the appeal and the 
rationale for the result; and 

(F) Provide the written decision simultaneously to both parties.

§ 106.45(b)(8)(iii)(A -F)

(9) Informal resolution. A recipient may not require as a condition of 
enrollment or continuing enrollment, or employment or continuing 
employment, or enjoyment of any other right, waiver of the right to 
an investigation and adjudication of formal complaints of sexual 
harassment consistent with this section. Similarly, a recipient may 
not require the parties to participate in an informal resolution 
process under this section and may not offer an informal resolution 
process unless a formal complaint is filed. However, at any time 
prior to reaching a determination regarding responsibility the 
recipient may facilitate an informal resolution process, such as 
mediation, that does not involve a full investigation and 
adjudication, provided that the recipient Ɂ

§ 106.45(b)(9)

(i) Provides to the parties a written notice disclosing: The 
allegations, the requirements of the informal resolution process 
including the circumstances under which it precludes the 
parties from resuming a formal complaint arising from the 
same allegations, provided, however, that at any time prior to 
agreeing to a resolution, any party has the right to withdraw 
from the informal resolution process and resume the grievance 
process with respect to the formal complaint, and any 
consequences resulting from participating in the informal 
resolution process, including the records that will be 
maintained or could be shared;

§ 106.45(b)(9)(i)

(ii) Obtains the partiesɅ voluntary, written consent to the 

informal resolution process; and 

(iii) Does not offer or facilitate an informal resolution process 

to resolve allegations that an employee sexually harassed a 

student. 

§ 106.45(b)(9)(ii -iii)
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(10) Recordkeeping. 

(i) A recipient must maintain for a period of seven years 
records of Ɂ

(A) Each sexual harassment investigation including any 
determination regarding responsibility and any audio or 
audiovisual recording or transcript required under 
paragraph (b)(6)(i) of this section, any disciplinary 

sanctions imposed on the respondent, and any remedies 
provided to the complainant designed to restore or 
preserve equal access to the recipientɅs education program or 
activity; 

§ 106.45(b)(10)(i)(A)

(emphasis added) 

(B) Any appeal and the result therefrom; 

(C) Any informal resolution and the result therefrom; and 

(D) All materials used to train Title IX Coordinators, 

investigators, decisionmakers, and any person who facilitates 

an informal resolution process. A recipient must make these 

training materials publicly available on its website, or if the 

recipient does not maintain a website the recipient must make 

these materials available upon request for inspection by 

members of the public. 

§ 106.45(b)(10)(i)(B -D)

(emphasis added) 

(ii) For each response required under § 106.44, a recipient must 
create, and maintain for a period of seven years, records of any 
actions, including any supportive measures, taken in response to a 
report or formal complaint of sexual harassment. In each instance, 
the recipient must document the basis for its conclusion that its 
response was not deliberately indifferent, and document that it has 
taken measures designed to restore or preserve equal access to the 
recipientɅs education program or activity. ϥf a recipient does not 
provide a complainant with supportive measures, then the recipient 
must document the reasons why such a response was not clearly 
unreasonable in light of the known circumstances. The 
documentation of certain bases or measures does not limit the 
recipient in the future from providing additional explanations or 
detailing additional measures taken.

§ 106.45(b)(10)(ii)

§ 106.71 Retaliation.

(a) Retaliation prohibited. No recipient or other person may 
intimidate, threaten, coerce, or discriminate against any individual 
for the purpose of interfering with any right or privilege secured by 
title IX or this part, or because the individual has made a report or 
complaint, testified, assisted, or participated or refused to 
participate in any manner in an investigation, proceeding, or 
hearing under this part. Intimidation, threats, coercion, or 
discrimination, including charges against an individual for code of 
conduct violations that do not involve sex discrimination or sexual 
harassment, but arise out of the same facts or circumstances as a 
report or complaint of sex discrimination, or a report or formal 
complaint of sexual harassment, for the purpose of interfering with 
any right or privilege secured by title IX or this part, constitutes 
retaliation. 

§ 106.71(a)

The recipient must keep confidential the identity of any individual 
who has made a report or complaint of sex discrimination, including 
any individual who has made a report or filed a formal complaint of 
sexual harassment, any complainant, any individual who has been 
reported to be the perpetrator of sex discrimination, any 

respondent, and any witness, except as may be permitted by the 
FERPA statute, 20 U.S.C. 1232g, or FERPA regulations, 34 CFR part 99, 
or as required by law, or to carry out the purposes of 34 CFR part 
106, including the conduct of any investigation, hearing, or judicial 
proceeding arising thereunder. Complaints alleging retaliation may 
be filed according to the grievance procedures for sex discrimination 
required to be adopted under § 106.8(c). 

§106.71(a) ContɅd

(emphasis added) 
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(b) Specific circumstances. 

(1) The exercise of rights protected under the First Amendment 

does not constitute retaliation prohibited under paragraph (a) 

of this section. 

§ 106.71(b)(1)

(2) Charging an individual with a code of conduct violation for 

making a materially false statement in bad faith in the course 

of a grievance proceeding under this part does not constitute 

retaliation prohibited under paragraph (a) of this section, 

provided, however, that a determination regarding 

responsibility, alone, is not sufficient to conclude that any party 

made a materially false statement in bad faith.

§ 106.71(b)(2)

Law Enforcement 
Activity/ Criminal 

Proceedings

Concurrent Law Enforcement Activity

Section 106.45(b)(1)(v) provides that the recipientɅs designated reasonably 

prompt time frame for completion of a grievance process is subject to 

temporary delay or limited extension for good cause, which may include 

concurrent law enforcement activity . Section 106.45(b)(6)(i) provides that the 

decision-maker cannot draw any inference about the responsibility or non -

responsibility of the respondent solely based on a partyɅs failure to appear or 

answer cross-examination questions at a hearing; this provision applies to 

situations where, for example, a respondent is concurrently facing criminal 

charges and chooses not to appear or answer questions to avoid self -

incrimination that could be used against the respondent in the criminal 

proceeding. 

Id. at 30099 n.466 (emphasis added).

Concurrent Law Enforcement Activity ContɅd

Further, subject to the requirements in § 106.45 such as that evidence sent to 

the parties for inspection and review must be directly related to the 

allegations under investigation, and that a grievance process must provide 

for objective evaluation of all relevant evidence, inculpatory and exculpatory, 

nothing in the final regulations precludes a recipient from using evidence 

obtained from law enforcement in a § 106.45 grievance process. §

106.45(b)(5)(vi) (specifying that the evidence directly related to the 

allegations may have been gathered by the recipient Ɉfrom a party or other 

sourceɉ which could include evidence obtained by the recipient from law 

enforcement) (emphasis added); § 106.45(b)(1)(ii). 

Id. at 30099 n.466 (emphasis added).

Law Enforcement Cannot Be Used to 
Skirt Title IX Process

[A] recipient cannot discharge its legal obligation to provide education 
programs or activities free from sex discrimination by referring Title IX 
sexual harassment allegations to law enforcement (or requiring or 
advising complainants to do so), because the purpose of law enforcement 
differs from the purpose of a recipient offering education programs or 
activities free from sex discrimination. Whether or not particular 
allegations of Title IX sexual harassment also meet definitions of criminal 
offenses, the recipientɅs obligation is to respond supportively to the 
complainant and provide remedies where appropriate, to ensure that sex 
discrimination does not deny any person equal access to educational 
opportunities. Nothing in the final regulations prohibits or discourages a 
complainant from pursuing criminal charges in addition to a § 106.45 
grievance process. 

Id. at 30099 (internal citation omitted, emphasis added).
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Police Investigations

The 2001 Guidance takes a similar position: Ɉϥn some instances, 

a complainant may allege harassing conduct that constitutes 

both sex discrimination and possible criminal conduct. Police 

investigations or reports may be useful in terms of fact 

gathering. However, because legal standards for criminal 

investigations are different, police investigations or reports 

may not be determinative of whether harassment occurred 

under Title IX and do not relieve the school of its duty to 

respond promptly and effectively.ɉ

Id. at 30099 n. 467.

Confidentiality

Confidentiality and FERPA Protections

Section 106.71(a) requires recipients to keep confidential the identity of any individual 

who has made a report or complaint of sex discrimination, including any individual who 

has made a report or filed a formal complaint of sexual harassment, any complainant, 

any individual who has been reported to be the perpetrator of sex discrimination, any 

respondent, and any witness (unless permitted by FERPA, or required under law, or as 

necessary to conduct proceedings under Title IX), and § 106.71(b) states that exercise of 

rights protected by the First Amendment is not retaliation. Section 106.30 defining 

Ɉsupportive measuresɉ instructs recipients to keep confidential the provision of 

supportive measures except as necessary to provide the supportive measures . These 

provisions are intended to protect the confidentiality of complainants, respondents, and 

witnesses during a Title ϥX process, subject to the recipientɅs ability to meet its Title ϥX 

obligations consistent with constitutional protections. 

Id. at 30071 (emphasis added).[Separate module addresses FERPA, recordkeeping and 
confidentiality.]

Special Issues for 
Investigations

Who Should Serve as an Investigator?

ÅAttorneys?

ÅOutside Investigator?

ÅCampus Safety/Security?

ÅStudent Conduct Officers?

ÅTitle IX Coordinator/Deputy Title IX Coordinator?

ÅHuman Resources?

ÅCo-investigators?

Job Description

ÅRequired Competencies

ÅReporting Structure

ÅFull Time vs. Part Time

ÅTime Requirements

ÅPotential Conflicts of Interest

ÅSoft skills
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Requirements

ÅNo conflict of interest or bias; undue institutional interference. 

ÅNo sexual stereotypes

ÅDetail oriented

ÅAbility to write a quality investigative report

ÅDocumentation is everything

ÅOrganized

ÅAnalytical skills

ÅTime to devote to investigation

ÅListening skills

ÅUnderstand basics of Title IX evidence rules

Requirements (contɅd)

ÅComfortable with subject matter

ÅAble to apply policies and think critically

ÅComfortable with conflict

ÅAbility to build rapport

ÅCollaborative

ÅAbility to remain objective and neutral

ɈAdversarial in Natureɉ

In the context of sexual harassment that process is often 

inescapably adversarial in nature where contested allegations 

of serious misconduct carry high stakes for all participants. 

Id. at 30097.

ÅPlanning

ÅInterviewing

ÅReport Writing

ÅTie to the hearing process

The Investigation Process Itself

ÅCampuses are no longer permitted to have a Ɉsingleɉ or Ɉpureɉ 

investigator model under Title IX. 

ÅA separate decision -maker (or panel of decision -makers) must 

make a final determination of responsibility.

ÅThis will be a shift in the function of the investigator on some campuses. 

ÅWhat, then, is the scope of the investigative report? 

ÅPurpose? Tone? Format?

ÅWill the investigator become a witness in the hearing or play 

other roles?

The Minimum and Maximum Role of the Title IX 
Investigator 

The Minimum and Maximum Role of the Investigator 
ContɅd

ÅGather all relevant information regarding an allegation of sexual 
harassment.

ÅInterview all relevant parties

ÅCollect and organize relevant evidence

ÅCredibility Assessments?

ÅWeighing Evidence?

ÅWrite a detailed investigative report

Å[Separate module on writing an investigative report.]

ÅMake recommendations for interim measures or accommodations?

ÅFindings of Responsibility Ą Remember: There must be a separate 
decision -maker.
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Sample Policy Elements

ÅIntroduction

ÅScope

ÅSupport services, supportive measures, and how 
to access 

ÅTitle ϥX CoordinatorɅs contact information (and 
deputy coordinators) and how to report

ÅMandated reporters

ÅDefinitions of key terms, such as sexual 
harassment and consent

ÅTimeframes, both for reporting and for 
resolution

ÅConfidentiality of information generally

ÅRequests for confidentiality

ÅOpportunity to provide/access to information

ÅProhibition against retaliation

ÅSanction and remedies, and how they will be 
determined

ÅFormal complaints

ÅGrievance process

ÅEvidentiary standard

ÅNotification of outcome

ÅAppeal process

Sample Policy Elements Continued

Scope/Off -Campus Jurisdiction

While such situations may be fact specific, recipients must consider 

whether, for example, a sexual harassment incident between two students 

that occurs in an off -campus apartment (i.e., not a dorm room provided 

by the recipient) is a situation over which the recipient exercised 

substantial control; if so, the recipient must respond to notice of sexual 

harassment that occurred there.
Id. at 30093.

Ɉϥnvolvement in an education program or 
activityɉ

. . . [A] complainant must be participating in or attempting to participate in the 

education program or activity of the recipient with which the formal complaint is filed as 

provided in the revised definition of Ɉformal complaintɉ in § 106.30; this provision tethers 

a recipientɅs obligation to investigate a complainantɅs formal complaint to the 

complainantɅs involvement (or desire to be involved) in the recipientɅs education program 

or activity so that recipients are not required to investigate and adjudicate allegations 

where the complainant no longer has any involvement with the recipient while 

recognizing that complainants may be affiliated with a recipient over the course of many 

years and sometimes complainants choose not to pursue remedial action in the 

immediate aftermath of a sexual harassment incident. . . .

Id. at 30086-87 (emphasis added).

. . . For the purposes of this section, §§106.30, and 106.45, 

ɄɄeducation program or activityɅɅ includes locations, events, or 

circumstances over which the recipient exercised substantial 

control over both the respondent and the context in which the 

sexual harassment occurs, and also includes any building 

owned or controlled by a student organization that is officially 

recognized by a postsecondary institution. 

Educational Program or Activity 
§106.44(a) General response to sexual 
harassment .

(emphasis added) 

The requirements of paragraph (c) of this section apply only to 

sex discrimination occurring against a person in the United 

States.

§106.8(d) Application outside the United States.
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The final regulations do not define relevance, and the 

ordinary meaning of the word should be understood 

and applied.  

Id. at 30247 n. 1018.

Relevance Relevance ContɅd

The new Title IX regulations specifically . . . 

. . . require investigators and decision -makers to be trained on 

issues of relevance, including how to apply the rape shield 

provisions (which deem questions and evidence about a 

complainantɅs prior sexual history to be irrelevant with two 

limited exceptions). 

Id. at 30125 

(emphasis added).

[Also covered in a separate module.]

Prior Sexual History/Sexual Predisposition

Section 106.45(b)(6)(i) -(ii) protects complainants (but not 

respondents) from questions or evidence about the 

complainantɅs prior sexual behavior or sexual predisposition, 

mirroring rape shield protections applied in Federal courts.

Id. at 30103 (emphasis added).

[T]he rape shield language in § 106.45(b)(6)(i)-(ii) bars questions or 

ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǇǊŜŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ όǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ 

exceptions) and about a ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ 

two exceptions: 

1) if offered to prove that someone other than the respondent 

committed the alleged sexual harassment, or 

2) if the question or evidence concerns sexual behavior between 

the complainant and the respondent and is offered to prove consent.

Rape Shield Language

Id. at 30336 n. 1308 (emphasis added).

[A] recipient selecting its own definition of consent must apply such 

definition consistently both in terms of not varying a definition from one 

grievance process to the next and as between a complainant and 

respondent in the same grievance process. The scope of the questions 

or evidence permitted and excluded under the rape shield language in §

106.45(b)(6)(i)-όƛƛύ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

consent, but, whatever that definition is, the recipient must apply it 

consistently and equally to both parties, thereby avoiding the ambiguity 

feared by the commenter. 

Id. at 30125.

Consent and Rape Shield Language Rape Shield Language

[T]he rape shield language in this provision: 
ÅŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ŀƭƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ 

predisposition irrelevant, with no exceptions; 
ÅǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ 

are irrelevant unless they meet one of the two exceptions; 
Å and ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ 

predisposition or prior sexual behavior are not subject to any special 
consideration but rather must be judged like any other question or 
evidence as relevant or irrelevant to the allegations at issue. 

Id. at 30352 (emphasis added).
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Rape Shield Protections and the Investigative Report

[T]ƘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜ άǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘέ 
evidence, and thus at that point the rape shield 
protections would apply to preclude inclusion in the 
investigative report of irrelevant evidence. 

Id. at 30353-54.

Bias, Impartiality, 
Conflicts of Interest, Sex 

Stereotypes

Bias/Prejudice/Stereotypes/Prejudgment/Conflic
ts of Interest

[S]ome complainants, including or especially girls of color, face school -

level responses to their reports of sexual harassment infected by bias, 

prejudice, or stereotypes. 

§ 106.45(b)(1)(iii) [prohibits] Title IX Coordinators, investigators, and 

decision -makers, and persons who facilitate informal resolution processes 

from having conflicts of interest or bias against complainants or 

respondents generally, or against an individual complainant or 

respondent, [and requires] training that also includes Ɉhow to serve 

impartially, including by avoiding prejudgment of the facts at issue, 

conflicts of interest, and bias.ɉ 

Id. at 30084.

Id.

Bias/Conflicts of Interest

Section 106.45(b)(1)(iii) requires Title IX Coordinators, 

investigators, decision -makers, and individuals who facilitate 

any informal resolution process to be free of bias or conflicts of 

interest for or against complainants or respondents and to be 

trained on how to serve impartially .

Id. at 30103 (emphasis added).

With respect to the claim of bias, we observe that the committee 
members are entitled to a presumption of honesty and integrity unless 
actual bias, such as personal animosity, illegal prejudice, or a 
personal or financial stake in the outcome can be proven.. . . The 
allegations Ikpeazu makes in support of his bias claim are generally 
insufficient to show the kind of actual bias from which we could 
conclude that the committee members acted unlawfully.

Ikpeazu v. University of Nebraska, 775 F.2d 250, 254                                                                    
(8th Cir. 1985) (internal citations omitted).

ɈBiasɉ in Ikpeazu v. University of Nebraska

ÅPersonal animosity

ÅIllegal prejudice

ÅPersonal or financial stake in the outcome

ÅBias can relate to:

ÅSex, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability or 

immigration status, financial ability or other characteristic

ɈBiasɉ

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or Activities Receiving 
Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) (online at 
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30084 (emphasis added). 
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The Department declines to specify that training of Title IX personnel 
must include implicit bias training; the nature of the training required 
under §млсΦпрόōύόмύόƛƛƛύ ƛǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘ 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳŎƘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
on how to serve impartially and avoid prejudgment of the facts at issue, 
conflicts of interest, and bias, and that materials used in such training 
avoid sex stereotypes. 

Id. at 30084.

Does DOE require Ɉϥmplicit Biasɉ training?

Conflict of Interest

A conflict between the private interests and the 

official responsibilities of a person in a position 

of trust.

merriam-webster.com

Impartial

Not partial or biased: treating or affecting all 

equally

merriam-webster.com

Prejudgment

A judgment reached before the evidence is 

available

webster-dictionary.org

Prejudice
An opinion or judgment formed without due 

examination; prejudgment; a leaning toward one side 
of a question from other considerations than those 

belonging to it; and unreasonable predilection for, or 
objection against, anything; especially an opinion or 
leaning adverse to anything, without just grounds, or 

before sufficient knowledge.
webster-dictionary.org

Stereotype

something conforming to a fixed or general pattern;     

a standardized mental picture that is held in common 

by members of a group and that represents an 

oversimplified opinion, prejudiced attitude, or uncritical 

judgment.

merriam-webster.com
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ÅWhat is a sex stereotype? What does DOE mean by this term? 
ÅWhat are some examples of sex stereotypes?
Å An example of a scholarly paper on stereotypes:
Å S. Kanahara, A Review of the Definitions of Stereotype and a Proposal for a 

Progressive Model, Individual Differences Research. Vol. 4 Issue 5 (Dec. 2006).

Å Sex stereotypes are to be avoided in training and in actual practice.
Å Be especially careful when doing case studies of any kind.
Å Anyone can be a complainant or respondent, and all are individuals!

ɈSex Stereotypesɉ

All Title IX personnel should serve in their roles impartially. 

All Title IX personnel should avoid 

Åprejudgment of facts

Åprejudice

Åconflicts of interest

Åbias 

Åsex stereotypes 

You have no Ɉsideɉ other than the 
integrity of the process.

Whose side are you on?

You now have the legal 

foundations to take the next 

step in the NASPA Title IX 

Training Certificate program!

Thank You!

Assessment to 
followɎ

Developing Policies, 
Procedures and 
Practices 
Peter Lake                                                                                             
Professor of Law, Charles A. Dana Chair, and Director of 

the Center for Excellence in Higher Education Law and 

Policy Stetson University College of Law

Copyrighted material. May not be 
reproduced without permission.

Dr. Jennifer R. Hammat                             

Dean of Students                                                                                           

University of Southern Indiana
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TRACK 1 ɀTitle IX Coordinators

TRACK 2 ɀTitle IX Decision -Makers and 

Student Conduct Administrators

This Module is Designed for: A Word on AccountabilityɎ

Recipients cannot be guarantors that sexual harassment will 

never occur in education programs or activities , but recipients 

can and will, under these final regulations, be held accountable 

for responding to sexual harassment in ways designed to 

ensure complainantsɅ equal access to education without 

depriving any party of educational access without due process 

or fundamental fairness.

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or Activities 
Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) (online at 
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30046 (internal citations 
omitted, emphasis added). 

Not Merely ɈChecking Off Boxesɉ

Recipients, including universities, will not be able to simply 

check off boxes without doing anything. Recipients will need to 

engage in the detailed and thoughtful work of informing a 

complainant of options, offering supportive measures to 

complainants through an interactive process described in 

revised § 106.44(a), and providing a formal complaint process 

with robust due process protections beneficial to both parties 

as described in § 106.45. 

Id. at 30091.

Operationalizing the new 
Title IX regulations requires 

making certain choices.

ɈTuningɉ is important. 

Regulations ϥntend to Provide ɈFlexibilityɉ

[T]hese final regulations leave recipients the flexibility to choose to follow 
best practices and recommendations contained in the DepartmentɅs 
guidance or, similarly, best practices and recommendations made by non -
Department sources, such as Title IX consultancy firms, legal and social 
science scholars, victim advocacy organizations, civil libertarians and due 
process advocates, and other experts.

[T]hese final regulations leave recipients legitimate and necessary 
flexibility to make decisions regarding the supportive measures, remedies, 
and discipline that best address each sexual harassment incident. 

Id. at 30044. 

Id. at 30030. 

ɈFlexibilityɉ ContɅd

Within the standardized § 106.45 grievance process, recipients retain significant 
flexibility and discretion, including decisions to: 

Ådesignate the reasonable time frames that will apply to the grievance process; 

Åuse a recipientɅs own employees as investigators and decisionmakers or outsource 
those functions to contractors; 

Ådetermine whether a partyɅs advisor of choice may actively participate in the grievance 
process; 

Åselect the standard of evidence to apply in reaching determinations regarding 
responsibility; 

Åuse an individual decision -maker or a panel of decision -makers; 

Åoffer informal resolution options; 

Åimpose disciplinary sanctions against a respondent following a determination of 
responsibility; and

Åselect procedures to use for appeals. Id. at 30097 (bullets added). 
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Policy Basics:                       
What Should be Included?

ÅSingle policy or multiple policies? 

ÅWho creates policy? You? Your TIX Team? Conduct? Committee? 
Counsel? 

ÅTitle IX ăĄ Student Conduct (reference each other) 

ÅTitle IXăĄ HR

ÅConsensual relations policies (do you have these?) 

ÅTerminology
ÅɈComplainantɉ vs. ɈAlleged to be the Victim of conduct that could constitute 
sexual harassmentɉ/ɉSurvivorɉ

ÅɈRespondentɉ vs. ɈReported to be the Perpetrator of conduct that could 
constitute sexual harassmentɉ

ÅFormal complaint, document filed by a complainant, supportive measures

ÅWhat is a Ɉday?ɉ (Business day, calendar day, Ɉschoolɉ day?) 

Policy Basics

Policy Elements

ÅIntroduction

ÅScope

ÅSupport services, supportive measures, and how 
to access 

ÅTitle ϥX CoordinatorɅs contact information (and 
deputy coordinators) and how to report

ÅɈMandated reportersɉ

ÅDefinitions of key terms, such as sexual 
harassment and consent

ÅTimeframes, both for reporting and for 
resolution

ÅConfidentiality of information generally

ÅRequests for confidentiality

ÅOpportunity to provide/access to information

ÅProhibition against retaliation

ÅSanction and remedies, and how they will be 
determined

ÅFormal complaints*

ÅGrievance process

ÅEvidentiary standard

ÅNotification of outcome

ÅAppeal process

Policy Elements

Definitions of Offenses to Be Included in 
Policies

i. Sexual harassment 

ii. Sexual assault 

1. Non -consensual sexual contact, and 

2. Non -consensual sexual intercourse 

iii. Domestic violence 

iv. Dating violence 

v. Sexual exploitation* 

vi. Stalking 

vii. Retaliation* 

viii. Intimidation*

ix. Actual Knowledge 

State law considerations!

Sexual harassment means conduct on the basis of sex that satisfies one or 
more of the following: 

(1) An employee of the recipient conditioning the provision of an aid, 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΣ ƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
unwelcome sexual conduct; 

(2) Unwelcome conduct determined by a reasonable personto be so 
severe, pervasive, and objectively offensive that it effectively denies a person 
Ŝǉǳŀƭ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΤ ƻǊ

όоύ ά{ŜȄǳŀƭ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘέ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ нл ¦Φ{Φ/Φ млфнόŦύόсύό!ύόǾύΣ άŘŀǘƛƴƎ 
ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ оп ¦Φ{Φ/Φ мннфмόŀύόмлύΣ άŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ 
ƛƴ оп ¦Φ{Φ/Φ мннфмόŀύόуύΣ ƻǊ άǎǘŀƭƪƛƴƎέ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ оп ¦Φ{Φ/Φ мннфмόŀύόолύΦ

ɈSexual Harassmentɉ  [Three-Prong Test]

(emphasis added) 
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ÅWhat will your definition be?

ÅAffirmative consent?

ÅWill distribute across multiple offenses

ÅElements
Åconsent is a voluntary agreement to engage in sexual activity; 

Åsomeone who is incapacitated cannot consent; 

Å(such as due to the use of drugs or alcohol, when a person is asleep or unconscious, or because of 
an intellectual or other disability that prevents the student from having the capacity to give 
consent) 

Åpast consent does not imply future consent; 

Åsilence or an absence of resistance does not imply consent; 

Åconsent to engage in sexual activity with one person does not imply consent to engage in sexual 

activity with another; 

Åconsent can be withdrawn at any time; and 

Åcoercion, force, or threat of either invalidates consent. 

ɈConsentɉɁNot Defined in New Regulations

Stalking. (i) Engaging in a course of conduct directed at a specific 
person that would cause a reasonable person to Ɂ

(A) Fear for the personɅs safety or the safety of others; or

(B) Suffer substantial emotional distress.

(ii) For the purposes of this definition Ɂ

(A) Course of conduct means two or more acts, including, but not 
limited to, acts in which the stalker directly, indirectly, or through third 
parties, by any action, method, device, or means, follows, monitors, 
observes, surveils, threatens, or communicates to or about a person, 
or interferes with a personɅs property.

(B) Reasonable person means a reasonable person under similar 
circumstances and with similar identities to the victim.

(C) Substantial emotional distress means significant mental 
suffering or anguish that may, but does not necessarily, require 
medical or other professional treatment or counseling.

ɈStalkingɉ (Clery Act 
Definition)

34 C.F.R § 668.46(a) 

Domestic violence. (i) A felony or misdemeanor crime of violence committed Ɂ

(A) By a current or former spouse or intimate partner of the 
victim;

(B) By a person with whom the victim shares a child in common;

(C) By a person who is cohabitating with, or has cohabitated with, the 
victim as a spouse or intimate partner;

(D) By a person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim under the 
domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction in which the crime of 
violence occurred, or

(E) By any other person against an adult or youth victim who is 
protected from that personɅs acts under the domestic or family violence laws 
of the jurisdiction in which the crime of violence occurred.

ɈDomestic Violenceɉ (Clery Act Definition)

34 C.F.R § 668.46(a) 

Dating violence. Violence committed by a person who is or has been in 
a social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim.

(i) The existence of such a relationship shall be determined based on 
the reporting partyɅs statement and with consideration of the length 
of the relationship, the type of relationship, and the frequency of 
interaction between the persons involved in the relationship.

(ii) For the purposes of this definition Ɂ

(A) Dating violence includes, but is not limited to, sexual or 
physical abuse or the threat of such abuse.

(B) Dating violence does not include acts covered under the 
definition of domestic violence.

ɈDating Violenceɉ (Clery Act Definition)

34 C.F.R § 668.46(a) 

Recipients must notifyɎ.

ÅApplicants for admission and employment

ÅStudents

ÅEmployees

ÅAll unions or professional organizations holding collective bargaining or 
professional agreements with the recipient 

Ɏof the contact information for the Title ϥX Coordinator(s):

ÅName or Title

ÅOffice address

ÅEmail address

ÅTelephone number

Title IX Coordinator Information ( §106.8)

Notice of Non -Discrimination and Title IX Coordinator 
Information on:
ÅWebsite

ÅHandbooks

ÅCatalogs

For
ÅApplicants for admission and employment

ÅStudents

ÅEmployees

ÅAll unions or professional organizations holding collective bargaining or 
professional agreements with the recipient 

Dissemination of Information §106.8(b) 
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Title IX Personnel

ÅTitle IX coordinatorτMUST be designated
ÅTitle IX investigator
ÅTitle IX decision-maker(s)/Appellate officer(s)
ÅAnyone implementing an informal process (if offered)
ÅThe Title IX coordinator can be the investigator.
ÅThe decision-maker cannot be the same person as the 

investigator or the Title IX coordinator.
ÅCase managers?

Title IX Personnel

Outsourcing/Requiring Legally Trained Title IX Operatives

The Department notes that nothing in the final regulations 
precludes a recipient from carrying out its responsibilities under §
106.45 by outsourcing such responsibilities to professionally trained 
investigators and adjudicators outside the recipientɅs own 
operations. The Department declines to impose a requirement that 
Title IX Coordinators, investigators, or decision -makers be licensed 
attorneys (or otherwise to specify the qualifications or experience 
needed for a recipient to fill such positions), because leaving 
recipients as much flexibility as possible to fulfill the obligations that 
must be performed by such individuals will make it more likely that 
all recipients reasonably can meet their Title IX responsibilities. 

Id. at 30105.

ÅShould we appoint deputy Title IX coordinators?

Å[T]he recipient may need to or wish to designate multiple employees as Title IX Coordinators or designate a 
Title IX Coordinator and additional staff to serve as deputy Title IX Coordinators. Id. at 30117.

ÅShould the Title IX coordinator take on the role of investigator, as permitted in the new 
regulations? (See id.30135 n.596.)

ÅHow many decision makers? (New regulations suggest training at least two so one can be the 
appellate officer.) 

ÅSingle decision-maker or a panel?

ÅWhat should we outsource? Advantages/disadvantages?

ÅBudgetary concerns/limited staff on very small campuses

ÅBias

ÅConflicts of interest? 

ÅAppropriate relationships between Title IX coordinator and other functions. 

ÅRole of counsel?

Personnel Decisions

Åά.Ŝǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎέκέ9ȄǇŜǊǘǎέκ/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ
Å Impartiality of Title IX operatives
ÅNo bias
ÅNo conflicts of interest
ÅNo sexual stereotypes in training materials
Å¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΣ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ
Å¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ άǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜέ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎǎ
ÅTraining on technology used in hearings
ÅWe assume that all recipients will need to train their Title IX Coordinators, an 

investigator, any person designated by a recipient to facilitate an informal 
resolution process (e.g., a mediator), and two decision-makers (assuming an 
additional decision-maker for appeals). We assume this training will take 
approximately eight hours for all staff at the . . . IHE level.  

Id. at 30567.

Training

ɈActual Knowledge,ɉ 
Notice, ɈMandatory 

Reportersɉ
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ɈActual Knowledgeɉ §106.30(a) 

Actual knowledge means notice of sexual harassment or allegations of sexual 

harassment to a recipientɅs Title ϥX Coordinator or any official of the recipient 

who has authority to institute corrective measures on behalf of the recipient , or 
to any employee of an elementary and secondary school. Imputation of 
knowledge based solely on vicarious liability or constructive notice is insufficient 
to constitute actual knowledge. This standard is not met when the only official of 
the recipient with actual knowledge is the respondent. The mere ability or 

obligation to report sexual harassment or to inform a student about how to 
report sexual harassment, or having been trained to do so, does not qualify an 

individual as one who has authority to institute corrective measures on behalf of 

the recipient. ɈNoticeɉ as used in this paragraph includes, but is not limited to, a 
report of sexual harassment to the Title IX Coordinator as described in § 106.8(a).

(emphasis added) 

ÅWho is an official with authority Ɂauthority to redress?
ÅTitle IX coordinator

ÅCSAs?

ÅWho else?

Determining whether an individual is an Ɉofficial with authorityɉ is a legal determination that 
depends on the specific facts relating to a recipientɅs administrative structure and the roles 
and duties held by officials in the recipientɅs own operations. The Supreme Court viewed this 
category of officials as the equivalent of what 20 U.S.C. 1682 calls an Ɉappropriate personɉ 
for purposes of the DepartmentɅs resolution of Title ϥX violations with a recipient.  

Id. at 30039.

Postsecondary institutions ultimately decide which officials to authorize to institute 
corrective measures on behalf of the recipient. The Title IX Coordinator and officials with 
authority to institute corrective measures on behalf of the recipient fall into the same 
category as employees whom guidance described as having Ɉauthority to redress the sexual 
harassment.ɉ Id. (emphasis added).

ɈOfficials with Authorityɉ

Actual Knowledge/Employees

For all recipients, notice to the recipientɅs Title ϥX Coordinator or to Ɉany 

official of the recipient who has authority to institute corrective 

measures on behalf of the recipientɉ (referred to herein as Ɉofficials with 

authorityɉ) conveys actual knowledge to the recipient and triggers the 

recipientɅs response obligations. 

NOTE: The Department of Education has discontinued use of the term and 

previous structure of Ɉresponsible employees,ɉ i.e. Ɉmandated reporters.ɉ 

Rather than using the phrase Ɉresponsible employees,ɉ these final regulations 

describe the pool of employees to whom notice triggers the recipientɅs response 

obligations.   Id. 

Id. at 30039 (emphasis added). 

Limiting Mandatory Reporters
A Rejection of ɈResponsible Employeesɉ

Triggering a recipientɅs response obligations only when the Title ϥX Coordinator or an official 

with authority has notice respects the autonomy of a complainant in a postsecondary 

institution better than the responsible employee rubric in guidance . . . . 

Id. at 30040 (emphasis added).

[T]he approach in these final regulations allows postsecondary institutions to decide which of 

their employees must, may, or must only with a studentɅs consent, report sexual harassment 

to the recipientɅs Title ϥX Coordinator (a report to whom always triggers the recipientɅs 

response obligations, no matter who makes the report).  

Id. (emphasis added).

We believe that the best way to avoid reports Ɉfalling through the cracksɉ or successfully being 

Ɉswept under the rugɉ by postsecondary institutions, is not to continue (as Department 

guidance did) to insist that all postsecondary institutions must have universal or near -

universal mandatory reporting. . . . whether universal mandatory reporting for postsecondary 

institutions benefits victims or harms victims is a complicated issue as to which research is 

conflicting . Id. at 30106 n.482 (emphasis added).

[N]othing in the proposed or final regulations prevents 

recipients (including postsecondary institutions) from 

instituting their own policies to require professors, instructors, 

or all employees to report to the Title IX Coordinator every 

incident and report of sexual harassment [i.e. a Ɉuniversal 

mandatory reporting policy ɉ]. 

Id. at 30107 (emphasis added).

ɈUniversal mandatory reportingɉ

ÅShould ϥHEɅs designate a large cadre of Ɉmandatory 

reportersɉ even if they are permitted to?

ÅPros/cons?

ÅConflicts in research?

ÅHow much time to you have to notify folks of the change? 

ÅDoes it make sense to stay the course ɀfor this first year, 

and wait and see if a change is needed? 

ɈMandatory Reportersɉ
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ɈNoticeɉ

Notice results whenever . . . Title IX Coordinator, or any official with authority: 
witnesses sexual harassment; hears about sexual harassment or sexual 

harassment allegations from a complainant (i.e., a person alleged to be the 
victim) or a third party (e.g., the complainantɅs parent, friend, or peer); receives a 

written or verbal complaint about sexual harassment or sexual harassment 

allegations; or by any other means. These final regulations emphasize that any 
person may always trigger a recipientɅs response obligations by reporting sexual 

harassment to the Title IX Coordinator using contact information that the 
recipient must post on the recipientɅs website. The person who reports does not 

need to be the complainant (i.e., the person alleged to be the victim); a report 

may be made by Ɉany personɉ who believes that sexual harassment may have 
occurred and requires a recipientɅs response. 

Id. at 30040 (emphasis added, internal citations omitted). 

Actual Knowledge Can Be Triggered 
ByɎ

ÅReport from the complainant

ÅThird party report (Ɉbystanderɉ reporting)

ÅAnonymous report (by the complainant or by a third party)

See id. at 30087. 

Anonymous Reports

[T]he Department does not take a position in the NPRM or these final regulations 
on whether recipients should encourage anonymous reports of sexual 
harassment . . .

[I]f a recipient cannot identify any of the parties involved in the alleged sexual 
harassment based on the anonymous report, then a response that is not clearly 
unreasonable under light of these known circumstances will differ from a 
response under circumstances where the recipient knows the identity of the 
parties involved in the alleged harassment, and the recipient may not be able to 
meet its obligation to, for instance, offer supportive measures to the unknown 
complainant. 

Id. at 30087.

Id. at 30087.

Notice ContɅd

[N]otice of sexual harassment or allegations of sexual harassment to the 
recipientɅs Title ϥX Coordinator or to an official with authority to institute 
corrective measures on behalf of the recipient (herein, Ɉofficials with 
authorityɉ) will trigger the recipientɅs obligation to respond. 
Postsecondary institution students have a clear channel through the Title 
IX Coordinator to report sexual harassment, and § 106.8(a) requires 
recipients to notify all students and employees (and others) of the Title IX 
CoordinatorɅs contact information, so that Ɉany personɉ may report sexual 
harassment in person, by mail, telephone, or e -mail (or by any other 
means that results in the Title ϥX Coordinator receiving the personɅs verbal 
or written report ), and specifies that a report may be made at any time 
(including during non -business hours) by mail to the Title ϥX CoordinatorɅs 
office address or by using the listed telephone number or e -mail address.

Id. at 30106 (emphasis added).

Scope, Jurisdiction, and 
Tuning with Other 
Campus Policies

ɈStatute of Limitationsɉ

The Department does not wish to impose a statute of limitations for filing a formal complaint 
of sexual harassment under Title IX. . . . 

. . . [A] complainant must be participating in or attempting to participate in the education 
program or activity of the recipient with which the formal complaint is filed as provided in the 
revised definition of Ɉformal complaintɉ in §106.30; this provision tethers a recipientɅs 
obligation to investigate a complainantɅs formal complaint to the complainantɅs involvement 
(or desire to be involved) in the recipientɅs education program or activityso that recipients are 
not required to investigate and adjudicate allegations where the complainant no longer has 
any involvement with the recipient while recognizing that complainants may be affiliated with 
a recipient over the course of many years and sometimes complainants choose not to pursue 
remedial action in the immediate aftermath of a sexual harassment incident. The Department 
believes that applying a statute of limitations may result in arbitrarily denying remedies to 
sexual harassment victims. 

Id. at 30086-87 (emphasis added).
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ɈStatute of Limitationsɉ and Dismissal of 
Complaint

[T]he § 106.45 grievance process contains procedures designed to take into 

account the effect of passage of time on a recipientɅs ability to resolve 

allegations of sexual harassment. For example, if a formal complaint of 

sexual harassment is made several years after the sexual harassment 

allegedly occurred, § 106.45(b)(3)(ii) provides that . . .

Åif the respondent is no longer enrolled or employed by the recipient, or 

Åif specific circumstances prevent the recipient from gathering evidence 

sufficient to reach a determination as to the formal complaint or 

allegations therein, 

. . . then the recipient has the discretion to dismiss the formal complaint 

or any allegations therein. 
Id. at 30087 (bullets added).

. . . For the purposes of this section, §§106.30, and 106.45, 

ɄɄeducation program or activityɅɅ includes locations, events, or 

circumstances over which the recipient exercised substantial 

control over both the respondent and the context in which the 

sexual harassment occurs, and also includes any building 

owned or controlled by a student organization that is officially 

recognized by a postsecondary institution. 

Program or activity: §106.44(a) General response 
to 
sexual harassment .

(emphasis added) 

The requirements of paragraph (c) of this section apply only to 

sex discrimination occurring against a person in the United 

States.

§106.8(d) Application outside the United States. Addressing Sexual Assaults Outside of a UniversityɅs 
Obligations Under Title IX

Nothing in the final regulations precludes a recipient from applying the § 106.45 

grievance process to address sexual assaults that the recipient is not required to 

address under Title IX . 

[A] recipient may choose to address conduct outside of or not in its Ɉeducation 
program or activity,ɉeven though Title IX does not require a recipient to do so.

[E]ven if alleged sexual harassment did not occur in the recipientɅs education 
program or activity, dismissal of a formal complaint for Title IX purposes does 

not preclude the recipient from addressing that alleged sexual harassment under 
the recipientɅs own code of conduct. Recipients may also choose to provide 
supportive measures to any complainant, regardless of whether the alleged 
sexual harassment is covered under Title IX.  

Id. at 30065 (emphasis added).

Id. at 30091 (emphasis added).

Id. at 30093 (emphasis added).

Tuning? Traps?

ɈNon-sexual Harassment Sex Discriminationɉ

. . . § 106.45 applies to formal complaints alleging sexual 

harassment under Title IX, but not to complaints alleging sex 

discrimination that does not constitute sexual harassment 

(Ɉnon-sexual harassment sex discriminationɉ). Complaints of 

non -sexual harassment sex discrimination may be filed with a 

recipientɅs Title ϥX Coordinator for handling under the Ɉprompt 

and equitableɉ grievance procedures that recipients must adopt 

and publish pursuant to § 106.8(c). 

Id. at 30095.

Conduct That Does Not Meet Sexual Harassment 
Definition

Allegations of conduct that do not meet the  definition of Ɉsexual harassmentɉ in §

106.30 may be addressed by the recipient under other provisions of the recipientɅs 

code of conduct . . .  Id. at 30095.

Recipients may continue to address harassing conduct that does not meet the §

106.30 definition of sexual harassment, as acknowledged by the DepartmentɅs 

change to § 106.45(b)(3)(i) to clarify that dismissal of a formal complaint because 

the allegations do not meet the Title IX definition of sexual harassment, does not 

preclude a recipient from addressing the alleged misconduct under other provisions 

of the recipientɅs own code of conduct.

Similarly, nothing in these final regulations prevents a recipient from addressing 

conduct that is outside the DepartmentɅs jurisdiction due to the conduct constituting 

sexual harassment occurring outside the recipientɅs education program or activity, 

or occurring against a person who is not located in the United States.

Id. at 30038 n.108 (emphasis added). 

Id. at 30037-38 (emphasis added). 

Tuning? Traps?
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§106.45 may not be circumventedɎ 
. . . by processing sexual harassment complaints under non -Title IX 

provisions of a recipientɅs code of conduct. The definition of Ɉsexual 

harassmentɉ in § 106.30 constitutes the conduct that these final 

regulations, implementing Title IX, address. . . . [W]here a formal 

complaint alleges conduct that meets the Title ϥX definition of Ɉsexual 

harassment,ɉ a recipient must comply with § 106.45. 

Id. at 30095.

Scope/Off -Campus Jurisdiction

While such situations may be fact specific, recipients must consider whether, for 

example, a sexual harassment incident between two students that occurs in an 

off -campus apartment (i.e., not a dorm room provided by the recipient) is a 

situation over which the recipient exercised substantial control; if so, the 

recipient must respond to notice of sexual harassment that occurred there.

Will colleges eliminate RSO recognition? 

Will RSOɅs choose to leave?

Relationship Agreements 

Study Abroad? 

Id. at 30093.

RSOɅs/Greek Life 

[T]here is no exemption from Title IX coverage for fraternities and 

sororities, and in fact these final regulations specify in § 106.44(a) that the 

education program or activity of a postsecondary institution includes any 

building owned or controlled by a student organization officially 

recognized by the postsecondary institution .

Id. at 30061 (emphasis added).

Organizational Responsibility Under Title IX

The § 106.45 grievance process . . . contemplates a proceeding 
against an individual respondent to determine responsibility 
for sexual harassment. The Department declines to require 
recipients to apply § 106.45 to groups or organizations against 
whom a recipient wishes to impose sanctions arising from a 
group member being accused of sexual harassment because 
such potential sanctions by the recipient against the group do 
not involve determining responsibility for perpetrating Title IX 
sexual harassment but rather involve determination of whether 
the group violated the recipientɅs code of conduct. 

Id. at 30096 (emphasis added).

No Reasonable Cause Threshold

The Department declines to add a reasonable cause threshold 

into § 106.45. The very purpose of the § 106.45 grievance 

process is to ensure that accurate determinations regarding 

responsibility are reached, impartially and based on objective 

evaluation of relevant evidence; the Department believes that 

goal could be impeded if a recipientɅs administrators were to 

pass judgment on the sufficiency of evidence to decide if 

reasonable or probable cause justifies completing an 

investigation.

Id. at 30105.

Title IX Coordinator/Gatekeeping

Title IX Coordinators have always had to consider whether a report 

satisfies the criteria in the recipientɅs policy, and these final regulations 

are not creating new obstacles in that regard. The criteria that the Title IX 

Coordinator must consider are statutory criteria under Title IX or criteria 

under case law interpreting Title ϥXɅs non-discrimination mandate with 

respect to discrimination on the basis of sex in the recipientɅs education 

program or activity against a person in the United States, tailored for 

administrative enforcement. Additionally, these final regulations do not 

preclude action under another provision of the recipientɅs code of conduct, 

as clearly stated in revised § 106.45(b)(3)(i), if the conduct alleged does not 

meet the definition of Title IX sexual harassment. 

Id. at 30090 (internal citation omitted, emphasis added).
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Classroom Behavior

Nothing in the final regulations reduces or limits the ability of a teacher to respond to 
classroom behavior. If the in -class behavior constitutes Title IX sexual harassment, the 
school is responsible for responding promptly without deliberate indifference , including 
offering appropriate supportive measures to the complainant, which may include 
separating the complainant from the respondent, counseling the respondent about 
appropriate behavior, and taking other actions that meet the § 106.30 definition of 
Ɉsupportive measuresɉ while a grievance process resolves any factual issues about the 
sexual harassment incident. If the in -class behavior does not constitute Title IX sexual 
harassment (for example, because the conduct is not severe, or is not pervasive), then 
the final regulations do not apply and do not affect a decision made by the teacher as to 
how best to discipline the offending student or keep order in the classroom. 

Who is a Ɉteacherɉ and what is a Ɉclassroom?ɉ

Are teachers prohibited from addressing serious violations at the time they are 
occurring?

Id. at 30069 (emphasis added).

The Department does not believe that evaluating verbal harassment 

situations for severity, pervasiveness, and objective offensiveness will 

chill reporting of unwelcome conduct, because recipients retain 

discretion to respond to reported situations not covered under Title IX. 

Thus, recipients may encourage students (and employees) to report 

any unwanted conduct and determine whether a recipient must 

respond under Title IX, or chooses to respond under a non-Title IX 

policy.  

Id.at 30154 (emphasis added).

Chilling effect?

These final regulations neither require nor prohibit a recipient from providing a 

trigger warning prior to a classroom discussion about sexual harassment 

including sexual assault; § 106.6(d)(1) does assure students, employees (including 

teachers and professors), and recipients that ensuring non-discrimination on the 

basis of sex under Title IX does not require restricting rights of speech, expression, 

and academic freedom guaranteed by the First Amendment. Whether the recipient 

would like to provide such a trigger warning and offer alternate opportunities for 

those students fearing renewed trauma from participating in such a classroom 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴΦ 
Id. at 30419 (emphasis added).

Trigger Warnings?

ÅStudent and Organizational Conduct

ÅEmployment Conduct

ÅDisability Services

ÅEquity

ÅSecurity

ÅThreat Assessment 

ÅBias Incident Reporting

ÅCare Team Reports 

Tuning with Other Policies and Campus Functions

Prompt, Equitable, 
Reasonable

Prompt Responses

The final regulations require recipients to respond promptly by: 

Åoffering supportive measures to every complainant (i.e., an individual who is 
alleged to be the victim of sexual harassment); 

Årefraining from imposing disciplinary sanctions on a respondent without first 
following a prescribed grievance process; 

Åinvestigating every formal complaint filed by a complainant or signed by a Title 
IX Coordinator; and 

Åeffectively implementing remedies designed to restore or preserve a 
complainantɅs equal educational access any time a respondent is found 
responsible for sexual harassment.

Id. at 30034 n.60 (bullets added).
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ÅNo 60 -day rule

ÅWhat is Ɉpromptɉ? 

ÅWhat timeframes should we set?

ÅExamples of possible delays?

ÅAbsence of a party, a partyɅs advisor, or a witness; concurrent law 

enforcement activity; or the need for language assistance or 

accommodation of disabilities               §106.45(b)(1)(v)

Prompt Timeframes Equitable Responses

[T]he recipientɅs response must treat complainants and respondents 

equitably, meaning that for a complainant, the recipient must offer 

supportive measures, and for a respondent, the recipient must follow a 

grievance process that complies with § 106.45 before imposing 

disciplinary sanctions. 
Id. at 30044.

Reasonable/Clearly Unreasonable

In addition to the specific requirements imposed by these final regulations, all other 

aspects of a recipientɅs response to sexual harassment are evaluated by what was 

not clearly unreasonable in light of the known circumstances. Recipients must also 

document their reasons why each response to sexual harassment was not 

deliberately indifferent.

Section 106.44(b)(2) (providing that recipient responses to sexual harassment must 

be non -deliberately indifferent, meaning not clearly unreasonable in light of the 

known circumstances . . .  

[I]f a recipient does not provide supportive measures as part of its response to 

sexual harassment, the recipient specifically must document why that response was 

not clearly unreasonable in light of the known circumstances (for example, perhaps 

the complainant did not want any supportive measures). 

Id. at 30046 (internal citations omitted, emphasis added).

Id. at 30046 n.183 (emphasis added).

Id. at 30046 n.182 (emphasis added).

Law Enforcement 
Activity/ Criminal 

Proceedings

Concurrent Law Enforcement Activity

Section 106.45(b)(1)(v) provides that the recipientɅs designated reasonably prompt time frame for 

completion of a grievance process is subject to temporary delay or limited extension for good 

cause, which may include concurrent law enforcement activity . Section 106.45(b)(6)(i) provides 

that the decision -maker cannot draw any inference about the responsibility or non -responsibility 

of the respondent solely based on a partyɅs failure to appear or answer cross-examination 

questions at a hearing; this provision applies to situations where, for example, a respondent is 

concurrently facing criminal charges and chooses not to appear or answer questions to avoid self -

incrimination that could be used against the respondent in the criminal proceeding. Further, 

subject to the requirements in § 106.45 such as that evidence sent to the parties for inspection 

and review must be directly related to the allegations under investigation, and that a grievance 

process must provide for objective evaluation of all relevant evidence, inculpatory and 

exculpatory, nothing in the final regulations precludes a recipient from using evidence obtained 

from law enforcement in a § 106.45 grievance process.§ 106.45(b)(5)(vi) (specifying that the 

evidence directly related to the allegations may have been gathered by the recipient Ɉfrom a party 

or other sourceɉ which could include evidence obtained by the recipient from law enforcement) 

(emphasis added); § 106.45(b)(1)(ii). 
Id. at 30099 n.466 
(emphasis added).

Law Enforcement Cannot Be Used to 
Skirt Title IX Process

[A] recipient cannot discharge its legal obligation to provide education 
programs or activities free from sex discrimination by referring Title IX 
sexual harassment allegations to law enforcement (or requiring or 
advising complainants to do so), because the purpose of law enforcement 
differs from the purpose of a recipient offering education programs or 
activities free from sex discrimination. Whether or not particular 
allegations of Title IX sexual harassment also meet definitions of criminal 
offenses, the recipientɅs obligation is to respond supportively to the 
complainant and provide remedies where appropriate, to ensure that sex 
discrimination does not deny any person equal access to educational 
opportunities. Nothing in the final regulations prohibits or discourages a 
complainant from pursuing criminal charges in addition to a § 106.45 
grievance process. 

Id. at 30099 (internal citation omitted).
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Police Investigations

The 2001 Guidance takes a similar position: Ɉϥn some instances, 

a complainant may allege harassing conduct that constitutes 

both sex discrimination and possible criminal conduct. Police 

investigations or reports may be useful in terms of fact 

gathering. However, because legal standards for criminal 

investigations are different, police investigations or reports 

may not be determinative of whether harassment occurred 

under Title IX and do not relieve the school of its duty to 

respond promptly and effectively.ɉ

Id. at 30099 n. 467.

Confidentiality

Confidentiality and FERPA Protections

Section 106.71(a) requires recipients to keep confidential the identity of any individual 

who has made a report or complaint of sex discrimination, including any individual who 

has made a report or filed a formal complaint of sexual harassment, any complainant, 

any individual who has been reported to be the perpetrator of sex discrimination, any 

respondent, and any witness (unless permitted by FERPA, or required under law, or as 

necessary to conduct proceedings under Title IX), and § 106.71(b) states that exercise of 

rights protected by the First Amendment is not retaliation. Section 106.30 defining 

Ɉsupportive measuresɉ instructs recipients to keep confidential the provision of 

supportive measures except as necessary to provide the supportive measures . These 

provisions are intended to protect the confidentiality of complainants, respondents, and 

witnesses during a Title ϥX process, subject to the recipientɅs ability to meet its Title ϥX 

obligations consistent with constitutional protections. 

Id. at 30071 (emphasis added).

[Separate module addresses FERPA, recordkeeping and confidentiality.]

. . . abuses of a partyɅs ability to discuss the allegations can be 
addressed through tort law and retaliation prohibitions.

Id. at 30296.

[§106.45(b)(5)(iii)] applies only to discussion of ɄɄthe allegations 
under investigation,ɅɅ which means that where a complainant 
reports sexual harassment but no formal complaint is filed, §
106.45(b)(5)(iii) does not apply, leaving recipients discretion to 
impose non -disclosure or confidentiality requirements on 
complainants and respondents. Id.

ɈGag ordersɉ are not permitted, but

Recipients may require parties and advisors to refrain from 

disseminating the evidence (for instance, by requiring parties 

and advisors to sign a non -disclosure agreement that permits 

review and use of the evidence only for purposes of the Title IX 

grievance process), thus providing recipients with discretion as 

to how to provide evidence to the parties that directly relates to 

the allegations raised in the formal complaint. 

Id. at 30304 (emphasis added).

Non -disclosure Agreements?

Complainant 
Autonomy/Desire to Move 

Forward in a Formal Process
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Complainant Autonomy

A complainant may only want supportive measures, may wish to go through an 

informal process, or may want to file a formal complaint. The Department 

revised § 106.44(a) to clarify that an equitable response for a complainant 

means offering supportive measures irrespective of whether the complainant 

also chooses to file a formal complaint. Additionally, a recipient may choose to 

offer an informal resolution process under § 106.45(b)(9) (except as to 

allegations that an employee sexually harassed a student). These final 

regulations thus respect a complainantɅs autonomy in determining how the 

complainant would like to proceed after a recipient becomes aware (through the 

complainantɅs own report, or any third party reporting the complainantɅs alleged 

victimization) that a complainant has allegedly suffered from sexual harassment.  

Id. at 30086.

Formal 
Complaints 
and the 
Complainantõs 
Wishes

These final regulations obligate a recipient to initiate a 

grievance process when a complainant files, or a Title IX 

Coordinator signs, a formal complaint, so that the Title IX 

Coordinator takes into account the wishes of a complainant 

and only initiates a grievance process against the 

complainantɅs wishes if doing so is not clearly unreasonable in 

light of the known circumstances .
Id. at 71.

Id. at 30045 (emphasis added).

Formal 
Complaints 
and the 
Complainantõs 
Wishes Contõd

[A] complainantɅs desire not to be involved in a grievance process or 

desire to keep the complainantɅs identity undisclosed to the respondent 

will be overridden only by a trained individual (i.e., the Title IX 

Coordinator) and only when specific circumstances justify that action. 

These final regulations clarify that the recipientɅs decision not to 

investigate when the complainant does not wish to file a formal 

complaint will be evaluated by the Department under the deliberate 

indifference standard; that is, whether that decision was clearly 

unreasonable in light of the known circumstances. 

Id. at 71-72.
Id. at 30045 (emphasis added).

ÅCross complaints
ÅProceeding with a reluctant participant?
ÅTrauma?
ÅTriggers?
Å In transit withdrawals

Moving Forward Against the Wishes of a 
Complainant

Implementing 
Supportive Measures

§106.30(a) ɈSupportive Measuresɉ

Supportive measures means non -disciplinary, non -punitive individualized 

services offered as appropriate, as reasonably available, and without fee 

or charge to the complainant or the respondent before or after the filing 

of a formal complaint or where no formal complaint has been filed. Such 

measures are designed to restore or preserve equal access to the 

recipientɅs education program or activity without unreasonably burdening 

the other party, including measures designed to protect the safety of all 

parties or the recipientɅs educational environment, or deter sexual 

harassment. 
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§106.30(a)ɈSupportive Measuresɉ  
ContɅd

Supportive measures may include counseling, extensions of deadlines or other 
course -related adjustments, modifications of work or class schedules, campus 
escort services, mutual restrictions on contact between the parties, changes in 
work or housing locations, leaves of absence, increased security and monitoring 
of certain areas of the campus, and other similar measures. The recipient must 
maintain as confidential any supportive measures provided to the complainant 
or respondent, to the extent that maintaining such confidentiality would not 
impair the ability of the recipient to provide the supportive measures. The Title IX 
Coordinator is responsible for coordinating the effective implementation of 
supportive measures. 

. . . The Title IX Coordinator must promptly contact the 

complainant to discuss the availability of supportive measures 

as defined in §106.30, consider the complainantɅs wishes with 

respect to supportive measures, inform the complainant of the 

availability of supportive measures with or without the filing of 

a formal complaint . . .

§106.44(a) ContɅd

(emphasis added) 

More on Supportive MeasuresɎ

[A] recipient must offer supportive measures to a complainant, regardless of whether the 
complainant decides to file, or the Title IX Coordinator decides to sign, a formal complaint.

[S]upportive measures must be offered not only in an Ɉinterimɉ period during an investigation, 
but regardless of whether an investigation is pending or ever occurs.

Complainants must be offered supportive measures, and respondents may receive supportive 
measures, whether or not a formal complaint has been filed or a determination regarding 
responsibility has been made . 

[A] recipient must offer supportive measures to any person alleged to be the victim, even if 
the complainant is not the person who made the report of sexual harassment . 

Id. at 30046 (emphasis added). 

Id. (emphasis added). 

Id. at 30064 (emphasis added). 

Id. at 30069-70 (emphasis added). 

ÅNo-contact orders

Å[T]hese final regulations allow for mutual restrictions on contact between the 

parties as stated in § 106.30, and § 106.30 does not expressly prohibit other 
types of no-contact orders such as a one-way no-contact order.

ÅMoving classes? 

ÅHousing changes?

ÅTwo students in the same student organization, club, or team? 

ÅBurden on one party but not the other?

[Separate module on supportive measures.]

Thoughts on Supportive Measures

Id. at 30521.

Emergency 
Removal/Administrative 

Leave

Nothing in this part precludes a recipient from removing a 
respondent from the recipientɅs education program or activity on an 
emergency basis, provided that the recipient undertakes an 
individualized safety and risk analysis, determines that an 
immediate threat to the physical health or safety of any student or 
other individual arising from the allegations of sexual harassment 
justifies removal, and provides the respondent with notice and an 
opportunity to challenge the decision immediately following the 
removal. This provision may not be construed to modify any rights 
under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, or the Americans with Disabilities Act.

§106.44(c) Emergency removal.
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Emergency Removal of Respondent

[T]hese final regulations expressly authorize recipients to remove a 

respondent from the recipientɅs education programs or activities on an 

emergency basis, with or without a grievance process pending, as long as 

post -deprivation notice and opportunity to challenge the removal is given 

to the respondent. A recipientɅs decision to initiate an emergency removal 

will also be evaluated under the deliberate indifference standard.

Id. at 30046 (internal citation omitted). 

Nothing in this subpart precludes a recipient from placing a 

non -student employee respondent on administrative leave 

during the pendency of a grievance process that complies with 

§ 106.45. This provision may not be construed to modify any 

rights under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 or the 

Americans with Disabilities Act.

§106.44(d) Administrative leave.

ÅHow should we make this clear in our policies?

ÅWill ϥHEɅs be at risk if they use this process?

ÅLitigation risk/TRO?

ÅBias? De novo review by hearing?

Thoughts on Emergency Removal and Administrative Leave

A Closer Look at Formal 
Complaints

§106.30(a) ɈFormal Complaintɉ

Formal complaint means a document filed by a complainant or signed by the 

Title IX Coordinator alleging sexual harassment against a respondent and 

requesting that the recipient investigate the allegation of sexual harassment. At 

the time of filing a formal complaint, a complainant must be participating in or 

attempting to participate in the education program or activity of the recipient 

with which the formal complaint is filed. A formal complaint may be filed with 

the Title IX Coordinator in person, by mail, or by electronic mail, by using the 

contact information required to be listed for the Title IX Coordinator under §

106.8(a), and by any additional method designated by the recipient. 

(emphasis added) 

ɈFormal Complaintɉ ContɅd

As used in this paragraph, the phrase Ɉdocument filed by a complainantɉ 

means a document or electronic submission (such as by electronic mail or 

through an online portal provided for this purpose by the recipient) that 

contains the complainantɅs physical or digital signature, or otherwise 

indicates that the complainant is the person filing the formal complaint. 

Where the Title IX Coordinator signs a formal complaint, the Title IX 

Coordinator is not a complainant or otherwise a party under this part or 

under § 106.45, and must comply with the requirements of this part, 

including § 106.45(b)(1)(iii). 
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ɈFormal Complaintɉ ContɅd

A Ɉformal complaintɉ is a document that initiates a recipientɅs grievance 

process, but a formal complaint is not required in order for a recipient to 

have actual knowledge of sexual harassment, or allegations of sexual 

harassment, that activates the recipientɅs legal obligation to respond 

promptly, including by offering supportive measures to a complainant.                                       

Id. at 30030 (emphasis added).

(3) Dismissal of a formal complaint Ɂ

(i) The recipient must investigate the allegations in a formal 
complaint. If the conduct alleged in the formal complaint would not 
constitute sexual harassment as defined in § 106.30 even if proved, 
did not occur in the recipientɅs education program or activity, or did 
not occur against a person in the United States, then the recipient 
must dismiss the formal complaint with regard to that conduct for 
purposes of sexual harassment under title IX or this part; such a 
dismissal does not preclude action under another provision of the 
recipientɅs code of conduct. 

§ 106.45(b)(3)(i)

(ii) The recipient may dismiss the formal complaint or any 

allegations therein, if at any time during the investigation or 

hearing: A complainant notifies the Title IX Coordinator in 

writing that the complainant would like to withdraw the formal 

complaint or any allegations therein; the respondent is no 

longer enrolled or employed by the recipient; or specific 

circumstances prevent the recipient from gathering evidence 

sufficient to reach a determination as to the formal complaint 

or allegations therein.

§ 106.45(b)(3)(ii)

(iii) Upon a dismissal required or permitted pursuant to 

paragraph (b)(3)(i) or (b)(3)(ii) of this section, the recipient must 

promptly send written notice of the dismissal and reason(s) 

therefor simultaneously to the parties. 

§ 106.45(b)(3)(iii)

Dismissal of Complaint

[I]f a respondent is no longer enrolled or employed by a recipient, or if 

specific circumstances prevent the recipient from gathering evidence 

sufficient to reach a determination as to the formal complaint or 

allegations therein, then the recipient may dismiss the formal complaint 

or any allegations therein. 

[I]f a recipient dismisses a formal complaint or any allegations in the 

formal complaint, the complainant should know why any of the 

complainantɅs allegations were dismissed and should also be able to 

challenge such a dismissal by appealing on certain grounds. Id. at 30053.

Id. at 30087.

(4) Consolidation of formal complaints. A recipient may 
consolidate formal complaints as to allegations of sexual 
harassment against more than one respondent, or by more 
than one complainant against one or more respondents, or by 
one party against the other party, where the allegations of 
sexual harassment arise out of the same facts or 
circumstances. Where a grievance process involves more than 
one complainant or more than one respondent, references in 
this section to the singular ɄɄparty,ɅɅ ɄɄcomplainant,ɅɅ or 
ɄɄrespondentɅɅ include the plural, as applicable.

§ 106.45(b)(4)
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ÅSigned?

ÅDigital?

ÅVerified?

ÅNotary? 

ÅAttestation or oath? 

ÅPrivileges?

ÅHow to handle false reports?

ÅProvision for false reports/providing false information in code/policy?

Thoughts on Formal Complaints

Notice of the allegations of sexual harassment potentially constituting sexual 

harassment as defined in § 106.30, including sufficient details known at the time and 

with sufficient time to prepare a response before any initial interview. Sufficient details 

include the identities of the parties involved in the incident, if known, the conduct 

allegedly constituting sexual harassment under § 106.30, and the date and location of 

the alleged incident, if known. The written notice must include a statement that the 

respondent is presumed not responsible for the alleged conduct and that a 

determination regarding responsibility is made at the conclusion of the grievance 

process. The written notice must inform the parties that they may have an advisor of 

their choice, who may be, but is not required to be, an attorney, under paragraph 

(b)(5)(iv) of this section, and may inspect and review evidence under paragraph (b)(5)(vi) 

of this section. The written notice must inform the parties of any provision in the 

recipientɅs code of conduct that prohibits knowingly making false statements or 

knowingly submitting false information during the grievance process. 

§ 106.45(b)(2)(i)(B)

(emphasis added) 

Charging an individual with a code of conduct violation for 

making a materially false statement in bad faith in the course 

of a grievance proceeding under this part does not constitute 

retaliation prohibited under paragraph (a) of this section, 

provided, however, that a determination regarding 

responsibility, alone, is not sufficient to conclude that any party 

made a materially false statement in bad faith.

§ 106.71(b)(2)

(emphasis added) 

Advisors and Hearings

[Hearings and evidence are addressed in 
separate modules.] 

(iv) Provide the parties with the same opportunities to have 

others present during any grievance proceeding, including the 

opportunity to be accompanied to any related meeting or 

proceeding by the advisor of their choice, who may be, but is 

not required to be, an attorney, and not limit the choice or 

presence of advisor for either the complainant or respondent in 

any meeting or grievance proceeding; however, the recipient 

may establish restrictions regarding the extent to which the 

advisor may participate in the proceedings, as long as the 

restrictions apply equally to both parties;

§ 106.45(b)(5)(iv)
Must You Allow a Complainant to Bring a Support 
Person to the Initial Meeting with the Title IX 
Coordinator?

Although these final regulations do not expressly require recipients 
to allow complainants to bring a supportive friend to an initial 
meeting with the Title IX Coordinator, nothing in these final 
regulations prohibits complainants from doing so. Indeed, many 
people bring a friend or family member to doctorsɅ visits for extra 
support, whether to assist a person with a disability or for 
emotional support, and the same would be true for a complainant 
reporting to a Title IX Coordinator. Once a grievance process has 
been initiated, these final regulations require recipients to provide 
the parties with written notice of each partyɅs right to select an 
advisor of choice , and nothing precludes a party from choosing a 
friend to serve as that advisor of choice.

See id. at 30109 (emphasis added). 

595 596

597 598

599 600



©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

ÅComplainants and respondents can have any advisor of their choosing.
ÅSome will choose a lawyer as an advisor. Some will want a lawyer but will not be able 

to afford one. Equitable treatment issues?
ÅSome may have a family member, a friend, or another trusted person serve as their 

advisor.
Å If a party does not have an advisor, the school must provide one. 
Å ώ²ϐƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊǎΣ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴ 

the final regulations precludes a recipient from choosing to do so. Id. at 30297.

ÅEffective representation? 
Å [P]roviding parties the right to select an advisor of choice does not align with the constitutional 

right of criminal defendants to be provided with effective representation.    Id. 

Å {ƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ ƭŀǿΣ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ άŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ ƻǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΦέ Id. at 30299.

ɈAdvisorsɉ

The Department acknowledges commentersɅ concerns that advisors 

may also serve as witnesses in Title IX proceedings, or may not wish 

to conduct cross -examination for a party whom the advisor would 

otherwise be willing to advise, or may be unavailable to attend all 

hearings and meetings. Notwithstanding these potential 

complications that could arise in particular cases, the Department 

believes it would be inappropriate to restrict the partiesɅ selection 

of advisors by requiring advisors to be chosen by the recipient, or 

by precluding a party from selecting an advisor who may also be a 

witness.   

Id. at 30299 (emphasis added).

ɈWitnessesɉ as ɈAdvisorsɉ 

The Department notes that the § 106.45(b)(1)(iii) prohibition of Title 

IX personnel having conflicts of interest or bias does not apply to 

party advisors (including advisors provided to a party by a 

postsecondary institution as required under § 106.45(b)(6)(i)), and 

thus, the existence of a possible conflict of interest where an advisor 

is assisting one party and also expected to give a statement as a 

witness does not violate the final regulations. Rather, the perceived 

ɄɄconflict of interestɅɅ created under that situation would be taken 

into account by the decision -maker in weighing the credibility and 

persuasiveness of the advisor -witnessɅs testimony. 

Id. at 30299.

ɈWitnessesɉ as ɈAdvisorsɉ  ContɅd

How can/should advisors participate in the process?

Section 106.45(b)(5)(vi) (evidence subject to inspection and review must be sent electronically or 
ƛƴ ƘŀǊŘ ŎƻǇȅ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ƻŦ ŎƘƻƛŎŜύΦ Id. at 30298 n. 1168.

Section 106.45(b)(5)(vii) (a copy of the investigative report must be sent electronically or in hard 
ŎƻǇȅ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ƻŦ ŎƘƻƛŎŜύΦ Id. at 30298 n. 1169.

[T]he final regulations make one exception to the provision in § 106.45(b)(5)(iv) that recipients 
have discretion to restrict the extent to which party advisors may actively participate in the 
grievance process: Where a postsecondary institution must hold a live hearing with cross-
examination, such cross-examination must be conducted by party advisors. Id. at 30298 n. 1167.

ɈAdvisorsɉ ContɅd

(6) Hearings. 

(i) For postsecondary institutions, the recipientɅs grievance process 

must provide for a live hearing. At the live hearing, the 

decisionmaker(s) must permit each partyɅs advisor to ask the other 

party and any witnesses all relevant questions and follow -up 

questions, including those challenging credibility. Such cross -

examination at the live hearing must be conducted directly, orally, 

and in real time by the partyɅs advisor of choice and never by a party 

personally, notwithstanding the discretion of the recipient under 

paragraph (b)(5)(iv) of this section to otherwise restrict the extent to 

which advisors may participate in the proceedings. 

§ 106.45(b)(6)(i)

At the request of either party, the recipient must provide for the live 
hearing to occur with the parties located in separate rooms with 
technology enabling the decision -maker(s) and parties to 
simultaneously see and hear the party or the witness answering 
questions. Only relevant cross -examination and other questions may 
be asked of a party or witness. Before a complainant, respondent, or 
witness answers a cross -examination or other question, the 
decision -maker(s) must first determine whether the question is 
relevant and explain any decision to exclude a question as not 
relevant. If a party does not have an advisor present at the live 
hearing, the recipient must provide without fee or charge to that 
party, an advisor of the recipientɅs choice, who may be, but is not 
required to be, an attorney, to conduct cross -examination on behalf 
of that party. 

§106.45(b)(6)(i) ContɅd

(emphasis added) 
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Å²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ άƘŜŀǊƛƴƎέΚ
ÅSingle decision-maker vs. a panel of decision makers?
ÅRules of evidence?
ÅShould all hearings be online (currently) 
ÅWhat are the differences? 
ÅOnline hearings
ÅPlatforms? 
ÅSecurity?
ÅDo you record?

ÅHearing rules?

Hearings

§ 106.45(b) expressly allows recipients to adopt rules that apply 

to the recipientɅs grievance process, other than those required 

under § 106.45, so long as such additional rules apply equally 

to both parties. For example, a postsecondary institution 

recipient may adopt reasonable rules of order and decorum to 

govern the conduct of live hearings. 

Id. at 30293 n. 1148 (emphasis added).

Adopting Rules Outside of § 106.45(b) 

§ 106.45 would, for example, permit a recipient to require 
parties personally to answer questions posed by an 
investigator during an interview, or personally to make any 
opening or closing statements the recipient allows at a live 
hearing , so long as such rules apply equally to both parties.  

Id. at 30298 (emphasis added).

While nothing in the final regulations discourages parties 
from speaking for themselves during the proceedings , the 
Department believes it is important that each party have the 
right to receive advice and assistance navigating the grievance 
process. Id. (emphasis added).

More on § 106.45

. . . adopt evidentiary rules of admissibility that contravene those 

evidentiary requirements prescribed under § 106.45 . . .

. . . adopt a rule excluding relevant evidence whose probative value 

is substantially outweighed by the danger of unfair prejudice . . .

. . . adopt rules excluding certain types of relevant evidence (e.g., lie 

detector test results, or rape kits) where the type of evidence is not 

either deemed ɄɄnot relevantɅɅ (as is, for instance, evidence 

concerning a complainantɅs prior sexual history) or otherwise 

barred from use under § 106.45 (as is, for instance, information 

protected by a legally recognized privilege) . . . 

Recipients may notɎ

Id. at 30294 (internal citations omitted).

. . . the § 106.45 grievance process does not prescribe rules 

governing how admissible, relevant evidence must be evaluated 

for weight or credibility by a recipientɅs decision-maker, and 

recipients thus have discretion to adopt and apply rules in that 

regard, so long as such rules do not conflict with § 106.45 and 

apply equally to both parties .   

Id. at 30294 (emphasis added).

Rules for Evaluating Evidence

A recipient may, for example, adopt a rule regarding the weight 

or credibility (but not the admissibility) that a decision -maker 

should assign to evidence of a partyɅs prior bad acts, so long as 

such a rule applied equally to the prior bad acts of 

complainants and the prior bad acts of respondents. Because a 

recipientɅs investigators and decision-makers must be trained 

specifically with respect to ɄɄissues of relevance,ɅɅ any rules 

adopted by a recipient in this regard should be reflected in the 

recipientɅs training materials, which must be publicly available.

Rules Regarding Weight and Credibility

Id. at 30294 (emphasis added).
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Prior Sexual History

Section 106.45(b)(6)(i) -(ii) protects complainants (but not 

respondents) from questions or evidence about the 

complainantɅs prior sexual behavior or sexual predisposition, 

mirroring rape shield protections applied in Federal courts.

Id. at 30103 (emphasis added).

ÅAdvisors may cross examine but not the 
witnesses/complainants/respondents themselves 
ÅObjections and evidence issues
ÅInculpatory/ Exculpatory evidence

Cross -Examination

ɈAdversarial in Natureɉ

In the context of sexual harassment that process is often 

inescapably adversarial in nature where contested allegations 

of serious misconduct carry high stakes for all participants. 

Id. at 30097.

Standard of Evidence to 
Determine Responsibility

A recipientɅs grievance process mustɁ

(vii) State whether the standard of evidence to be used to 

determine responsibility is the preponderance of the evidence 

standard or the clear and convincing evidence standard, apply 

the same standard of evidence for formal complaints against 

students as for formal complaints against employees, including 

faculty, and apply the same standard of evidence to all formal 

complaints of sexual harassment; 

§ 106.45(b)(1)(vii)

ÅWhich should we choose?

ÅClear and convincing?

ÅPreponderance of the evidence?

ÅHow do we choose?

ÅPros and cons of each?

ÅWhat do you have now (for students)? 

ÅWhat do you have now (for employees, including faculty)? 

ÅDo changes to the employee/faculty component need to go through a 

governance group for approval? 

ɈStandard of Evidenceɉ
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Sanctions and Remedies

Sanctions

The Department does not require particular sanctions ɀor therapeutic interventions ɀfor 
respondents who are found responsible for sexual harassment, and leaves those decisions in the 
sound discretion of State and local educators. 

The Department does not require disciplinary sanctions after a determination of responsibility , and 
does not prescribe any particular form of sanctions.

The Department acknowledges that this approach departs from the 2001 Guidance, which stated 
that where a school has determined that sexual harassment occurred, effective corrective action 
Ɉtailored to the specific situationɉ may include particular sanctions against the respondent, such as 
counseling, warning, disciplinary action, or escalating consequences. . . . For reasons described 
throughout this preamble, the final regulations modify this approach to focus on remedies for the 
complainant who was victimized rather than on second guessing the recipientɅs disciplinary sanction 
decisions with respect to the respondent. However, the final regulations are consistent with the 2001 
GuidanceɅs approach inasmuch as §106.45(b)(1)(i) clarifies that Ɉremediesɉ may consist of 
individualized services similar to those described in §106.30 as Ɉsupportive measuresɉ except that 
remedies need not avoid disciplining or burdening the respondent.

Id. at 30063 (emphasis added).

Id. at 30096 (emphasis added).

Id. at 30096 n.456 (emphasis added).

Disciplinary Decisions/Sanctions Must 
Themselves Not Be Discriminatory

The Department notes that while Title IX does not give the 

Department a basis to impose a Federal standard of fairness or 

proportionality onto disciplinary decisions, Title IX does, of 

course, require that actions taken by a recipient must not 

constitute sex discrimination; Title ϥXɅs non-discrimination 

mandate applies as much to a recipientɅs disciplinary actions as 

to any other action taken by a recipient with respect to its 

education programs or activities. 
Id. at 30104.

Å If a respondent is found responsible in a grievance process for sexual 
harassment what is an appropriate sanction?
Å Is anything less than expulsion okay?

Å Schools maintain discretion and flexibility in imposing sanctions 
AFTER a respondent has been found responsible. 

Å Make sure to outline the possible RANGE of sanctions clearly in your 
policy.

Å Can include a continuation of supportive measures.

Sanctions

(1) Basic requirements for grievance process. A recipientɅs grievance 
process must Ɂ

(i) Treat complainants and respondents equitably by providing remedies to 
a complainant where a determination of responsibility for sexual 

harassment has been made against the respondent , and by following a 
grievance process that complies with this section before the imposition of 
any disciplinary sanctions or other actions that are not supportive 
measures as defined in § 106.30, against a respondent. Remedies must be 
designed to restore or preserve equal access to the recipientɅs education 

program or activity. Such remedies may include the same individualized 
services described in §106.30 as ɄɄsupportive measuresɅɅ; however, 

remedies need not be non -disciplinary or non -punitive and need not avoid 
burdening the respondent;

§ 106.45(b)(1)(i)

(emphasis added) 

Where a respondent is found responsible for sexual harassment as 
defined in § 106.30, the recipient must provide remedies to the 
ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ƻǊ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ 
equal access to education.

Id. at 30083 (emphasis added).

Remedies

619 620

621 622

623 624



©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

Å Examples of remedies for an individual complainant
Å Can be a continuation of supportive measures (such as a no-

contact order)
Å Academic accommodations/academic support services
Å Counseling services
Å Residence accommodations

ÅWhat about remedies for the broader community?
Å Again, issuing sanctions after a respondent is found responsible is not 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ άǊŜƳŜŘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘέ 
not sanctions against the respondent. 

Å Are there academic remedies based on the impact the event had? 

Remedies

Appeals

(8) Appeals. 

(i) A recipient must offer both parties an appeal from a 

determination regarding responsibility, and from a recipientɅs 

dismissal of a formal complaint or any allegations therein, on 

the following bases: 

§ 106.45(b)(8)(i)

(A) Procedural irregularity that affected the outcome of the 

matter; 

(B) New evidence that was not reasonably available at the time 

the determination regarding responsibility or dismissal was 

made, that could affect the outcome of the matter; and 

(C) The Title IX Coordinator, investigator(s), or decision -maker(s) 

had a conflict of interest or bias for or against complainants or 

respondents generally or the individual complainant or 

respondent that affected the outcome of the matter. 

§ 106.45(b)(8)(i)(A -C)

(ii) A recipient may offer an appeal equally to both parties on 

additional bases. 

§ 106.45(b)(8)(ii)

(iii) As to all appeals, the recipient must: 

(A) Notify the other party in writing when an appeal is filed and 
implement appeal procedures equally for both parties; 

(B) Ensure that the decision -maker(s) for the appeal is not the same 
person as the decision -maker(s) that reached the determination regarding 
responsibility or dismissal, the investigator(s), or the Title IX Coordinator; 

(C) Ensure that the decision -maker(s) for the appeal complies with the 
standards set forth in paragraph (b)(1)(iii) of this section; 

(D) Give both parties a reasonable, equal opportunity to submit a written 
statement in support of, or challenging, the outcome; 

(E) Issue a written decision describing the result of the appeal and the 
rationale for the result; and 

(F) Provide the written decision simultaneously to both parties.

§ 106.45(b)(8)(iii)(A -F)
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ÅWhat choices do we need to make?

ÅProcedures?

ÅWho can hear appeals?

ÅWhat Ɉadditional basisɉ could exist?

Points on Appeals

Informal Resolution
[ Separate module on informal resolution.]

(9) Informal resolution. A recipient may not require as a condition of 
enrollment or continuing enrollment, or employment or continuing 
employment, or enjoyment of any other right, waiver of the right to 
an investigation and adjudication of formal complaints of sexual 
harassment consistent with this section. Similarly, a recipient may 
not require the parties to participate in an informal resolution 
process under this section and may not offer an informal resolution 
process unless a formal complaint is filed. However, at any time 
prior to reaching a determination regarding responsibility the 
recipient may facilitate an informal resolution process, such as 
mediation, that does not involve a full investigation and 
adjudication, provided that the recipient Ɂ

§ 106.45(b)(9)

(i) Provides to the parties a written notice disclosing: The 
allegations, the requirements of the informal resolution process 
including the circumstances under which it precludes the 
parties from resuming a formal complaint arising from the 
same allegations, provided, however, that at any time prior to 
agreeing to a resolution, any party has the right to withdraw 
from the informal resolution process and resume the grievance 
process with respect to the formal complaint, and any 
consequences resulting from participating in the informal 
resolution process, including the records that will be 
maintained or could be shared;

§ 106.45(b)(9)(i)

(ii) Obtains the partiesɅ voluntary, written consent to the 

informal resolution process; and 

(iii) Does not offer or facilitate an informal resolution process 

to resolve allegations that an employee sexually harassed a 

student. 

§ 106.45(b)(9)(ii -iii) Ending an Informal Process

[A]n informal resolution process, in which the parties 

voluntarily participate, may end in an agreement under which 

the respondent agrees to a disciplinary sanction or other 

adverse consequence, without the recipient completing a 

grievance process, under § 106.45(b)(9). 

Id. at 30059 n.286. 
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ÅThe new regulations donɅt require it, but informal resolution is 
allowed.

ÅEquitable/Trained

ÅShould you offer it?

ÅPros/Cons

ÅIncreased complainant autonomy

ÅWho should implement?

ÅWhat type of training is needed?

ÅMediator training?

ÅWhen canɅt we use informal resolution?

ÅWhen the allegation is that an employee sexually harassed a student

Points on Informal Resolution

A Closer Look at 
Retaliation

(a) Retaliation prohibited. No recipient or other person may 
intimidate, threaten, coerce, or discriminate against any individual 
for the purpose of interfering with any right or privilege secured by 
title IX or this part, or because the individual has made a report or 
complaint, testified, assisted, or participated or refused to 
participate in any manner in an investigation, proceeding, or 
hearing under this part. Intimidation, threats, coercion, or 
discrimination, including charges against an individual for code of 
conduct violations that do not involve sex discrimination or sexual 
harassment, but arise out of the same facts or circumstances as a 
report or complaint of sex discrimination, or a report or formal 
complaint of sexual harassment, for the purpose of interfering with 
any right or privilege secured by title IX or this part, constitutes 
retaliation. 

§ 106.71(a)

The recipient must keep confidential the identity of any individual 
who has made a report or complaint of sex discrimination, including 
any individual who has made a report or filed a formal complaint of 
sexual harassment, any complainant, any individual who has been 
reported to be the perpetrator of sex discrimination, any 
respondent, and any witness, except as may be permitted by the 
FERPA statute, 20 U.S.C. 1232g, or FERPA regulations, 34 CFR part 99, 
or as required by law, or to carry out the purposes of 34 CFR part 
106, including the conduct of any investigation, hearing, or judicial 
proceeding arising thereunder. Complaints alleging retaliation may 
be filed according to the grievance procedures for sex discrimination 
required to be adopted under § 106.8(c). 

§106.71(a) ContɅd

(b) Specific circumstances. 

(1) The exercise of rights protected under the First Amendment 

does not constitute retaliation prohibited under paragraph (a) 

of this section. 

§ 106.71(b)(1)

Charging an individual with a code of conduct violation for 

making a materially false statement in bad faith in the course 

of a grievance proceeding under this part does not constitute 

retaliation prohibited under paragraph (a) of this section, 

provided, however, that a determination regarding 

responsibility, alone, is not sufficient to conclude that any party 

made a materially false statement in bad faith.

§ 106.71(b)(2)
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Bias, Impartiality, 
Conflicts of Interest, Sex 

Stereotypes

Bias/Prejudice/Stereotypes/Prejudgment/Conflic
ts of Interest

[S]ome complainants, including or especially girls of color, face school -

level responses to their reports of sexual harassment infected by bias, 

prejudice, or stereotypes. 

§ 106.45(b)(1)(iii) [prohibits] Title IX Coordinators, investigators, and 

decision -makers, and persons who facilitate informal resolution processes 

from having conflicts of interest or bias against complainants or 

respondents generally, or against an individual complainant or 

respondent, [and requires] training that also includes Ɉhow to serve 

impartially, including by avoiding prejudgment of the facts at issue, 

conflicts of interest, and bias.ɉ 

Id. at 30084.

Id.

Bias/Conflicts of Interest

Section 106.45(b)(1)(iii) requires Title IX Coordinators, 

investigators, decision -makers, and individuals who facilitate 

any informal resolution process to be free of bias or conflicts of 

interest for or against complainants or respondents and to be 

trained on how to serve impartially .

Id. at 30103 (emphasis added).

With respect to the claim of bias, we observe that the committee 
members are entitled to a presumption of honesty and integrity unless 
actual bias, such as personal animosity, illegal prejudice, or a 
personal or financial stake in the outcome can be proven.. . . The 
allegations Ikpeazu makes in support of his bias claim are generally 
insufficient to show the kind of actual bias from which we could 
conclude that the committee members acted unlawfully.

Ikpeazu v. University of Nebraska, 775 F.2d 250, 254                                                                    
(8th Cir. 1985) (internal citations omitted, emphasis added).

ɈBiasɉ in Ikpeazu v. University of Nebraska

ÅPersonal animosity

ÅIllegal prejudice

ÅPersonal or financial stake in the outcome

ÅBias can relate to:

ÅSex, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability or 

immigration status, financial ability or other characteristic

ɈBiasɉ

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or Activities Receiving 
Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) (online at 
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30084 (emphasis added). 

The Department declines to specify that training of Title IX personnel 
must include implicit bias training; the nature of the training required 
under §млсΦпрόōύόмύόƛƛƛύ ƛǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘ 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳŎƘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
on how to serve impartially and avoid prejudgment of the facts at issue, 
conflicts of interest, and bias, and that materials used in such training 
avoid sex stereotypes. 

Id. at 30084 (emphasis added).

Does DOE require Ɉϥmplicit Biasɉ training?
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Conflict of Interest

A conflict between the private interests and the 

official responsibilities of a person in a position 

of trust.

merriam-webster.com

Impartial

Not partial or biased: treating or affecting all 

equally

merriam-webster.com

Prejudgment

A judgment reached before the evidence is 

available

webster-dictionary.org

Prejudice
An opinion or judgment formed without due 

examination; prejudgment; a leaning toward one side 
of a question from other considerations than those 

belonging to it; and unreasonable predilection for, or 
objection against, anything; especially an opinion or 
leaning adverse to anything, without just grounds, or 

before sufficient knowledge.
webster-dictionary.org

Stereotype

something conforming to a fixed or general pattern;     

a standardized mental picture that is held in common 

by members of a group and that represents an 

oversimplified opinion, prejudiced attitude, or uncritical 

judgment.

merriam-webster.com

ÅWhat is a sex stereotype? What does DOE mean by this term? 
ÅWhat are some examples of sex stereotypes?
Å An example of a scholarly paper on stereotypes:
Å S. Kanahara, A Review of the Definitions of Stereotype and a Proposal for a 

Progressive Model, Individual Differences Research. Vol. 4 Issue 5 (Dec. 
2006).

Å Sex stereotypes are to be avoided in training and in actual practice.
Å Be especially careful when doing case studies of any kind.
Å Anyone can be a complainant or respondent, and all are individuals!

ɈSex Stereotypesɉ
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Conclusion

Policy should reflect practice and 

practice should reflect policy.

All Title IX personnel should serve in their roles impartially. 

All Title IX personnel should avoid 

Åprejudgment of facts

Åprejudice

Åconflicts of interest

Åbias 

Åsex stereotypes 

You have no Ɉsideɉ other than the 
integrity of the process.

Whose side are you on?

Remember, other modules in the NASPA Title IX Training 

Certificate curriculum address student conduct, Title IX 

hearings, Title IX investigations, informal resolution, 

FERPA/records management, evidence, etc.

RememberɎ

Thank YouɎ

Assessment will follow.
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Supportive Measures 
Within the New Title 
IX Regulations
Jill Dunlap, PhD

Senior Director for Research, Policy, and Civic 
Engagement

NASPA
Copyrighted material. May not be 
reproduced without permission.

TRACK 1 ɀTitle IX Coordinators

This Module is Designed for

ÅThe term supportive appears 1,112 times in the new 

regulations

ÅWhy does the Department place such an emphasis on 

supportive measures? 

ÅUnsupportive institutional responses increase the effects of trauma on 

complainants, and institutional betrayal may occur when an 

institutionɅs mandatory reporting policies require a complainantɅs 

intended private conversation about sexual assault to result in a 

report to the Title IX Coordinator.

Why the focus on supportive measures?

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in 
Education Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial 
Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) (online at 
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) 
at 30043. (Unofficial version page 18).

Å§ 106.30 Definitions (a)(3)

ÅSupportive measures means non -disciplinary, non -punitive individualized services offered 
as appropriate, as reasonably available, and without fee or charge to the complainant or 
the respondent before or after the filing of a formal complaint or where no formal 
complaint has been filed. 

ÅSuch measures are designed to restore or preserve equal access to the recipientɅs 
education program or activity without unreasonably burdening the other party, including 
measures designed to protect the safety of all parties or the recipientɅs educational 
environment, or deter sexual harassment. 

ÅSupportive measures may include counseling, extensions of deadlines or other course -
related adjustments, modifications of work or class schedules, campus escort services, 
mutual restrictions on contact between the parties, changes in work or housing locations, 
leaves of absence, increased security and monitoring of certain areas of the campus, and 
other similar measures. The recipient must maintain as confidential any supportive 
measures provided to the complainant or respondent, to the extent that maintaining such 
confidentiality would not impair the ability of the recipient to provide the supportive 
measures. The Title IX Coordinator is responsible for coordinating the effective 
implementation of supportive measures.

Definitions

30574, p. 549

ÅSupportive measures means non -disciplinary, non -punitive 

individualized services offered as appropriate, as 

reasonably available, and without fee or charge to the 

complainant or the respondent before or after the filing of 

a formal complaint or where no formal complaint has 

been filed. 

ÅɈsupportive measures, as defined in §106.30, are Ʉoffered . 

. . without fee or charge to the complainant or the 

respondent.ɅɅɅ

Breaking It Down

30546, p. 521

Purpose

ÅSuch measures are designed to restore or preserve equal access to 

the recipientɅs education program or activity without unreasonably 

burdening the other party, including measures designed to protect 

the safety of all parties or the recipientɅs educational environment, 

or deter sexual harassment. 

Breaking It Down

30460, p. 435
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Examples

ÅSupportive measures may include:

o Counseling

o Extensions of deadlines or other course -related adjustments

o Modifications of work or class schedules

o Campus escort services

o Mutual restrictions on contact between the parties

o Changes in work or housing locations

o Leaves of absence

o Increased security and monitoring of certain areas of the campus, and other similar 
measures. 

Breaking It Down

Confidentiality

ÅThe recipient must maintain as confidential any supportive measures 

provided to the complainant or respondent, to the extent that maintaining 

such confidentiality would not impair the ability of the recipient to provide 

the supportive measures. The Title IX Coordinator is responsible for 

coordinating the effective implementation of supportive measures.

ÅɈThe Title ϥX Coordinator need not, and should not, disclose the 

complainantɅs identity to the respondent during the process of selecting 

and implementing supportive measures for the complainant.ɉ

Breaking It Down

30285, p. 260; 30286, p. 261

ÅSection 106.30 defining ɄɄsupportive measuresɅɅ instructs 

recipients to keep confidential the provision of supportive 

measures except as necessary to provide the supportive 

measures. These provisions are intended to protect the 

confidentiality of complainants, respondents, and 

witnesses during a Title IX process, subject to the 

recipientɅs ability to meet its Title ϥX obligations consistent 

with constitutional protections.

Confidentiality, continued

30071, p. 46

ÅɈϥn order for a recipient to provide supportive measures to a 
complainant, it is not possible for the complainant to remain 
anonymous because at least one school official (e.g., the Title 
ϥX Coordinator) will need to know the complainantɅs identity in 
order to offer and implement any supportive measures. 
Section 106.30 defining Ʉsupportive measuresɅ directs the 
recipient to maintain as confidential any supportive measures 
provided to either a complainant or a respondent, to the 
extent that maintaining confidentiality does not impair the 
recipientɅs ability to provide the supportive measures.ɉ

Confidentiality vs. anonymity

30133, p. 108

ÅSupportive measures as:

o Differentiated from interim measures

o Differentiated from remedies

o Referred to as Ɉaccommodationsɉ or Ɉprotective 
measuresɉ under Clery
Á ɈThe definition of supportive measures emphasizes that supportive measures are 
ɄɄindividualized servicesɅɅ reasonably available ɄɄbefore or after the filing of a formal 
complaint or where no formal complaint has been filed.ɅɅ

Definitions continued

30282, p. 257

ÅɈϥn order to determine that a complainant has been victimized and 
is entitled to remedies (which, unlike supportive measures, need not 
avoid burdening a respondent), allegations of Title IX sexual 

harassment must be resolved through the § 106.45 grievance 
process, designed to reach reliable factual determinations.ɉ

ÅɈWith respect to remedies, the final regulations require a recipient 
to provide remedies to a complainant where a respondent has been 

found responsible, and notes that such remedies may include the 
same individualized services described in §106.30 as Ʉsupportive 
measures.Ʌɉ

Remedies

30085, p. 60

30190, p. 600
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ÅDescribing such individualized services in § 106.30 as 

ɄɄsupportive measuresɅɅ rather than as ɄɄinterimɅɅ measures or 

ɄɄinterimɅɅ steps reinforces that supportive measures must be 

offered to a complainant whether or not a grievance process is 

pending, and reinforces that the final regulations authorize 

initiation of a grievance process only where the complainant 

has filed, or the Title IX Coordinator has signed, a formal 

complaint. 

§ 106.44(a); § 106.44(b)(1); §106.30 (defining ɄɄformal complaintɅɅ)

Justification for language change

§ 106.45 

Grievance process for formal complaints of sexual harassment 

(1)(ix)

ÅRecipients must: Describe the range of supportive 

measures available to complainants and respondents.

Policy requirements

ÅɈThese final regulations leave recipients legitimate and necessary flexibility 
to make decisions regarding the supportive measures, remedies, and 
discipline that best address each sexual harassment incident.ɉ

ÅɈLike the Supreme Court, the Department believes that recipients have 
unique knowledge of their own educational environment and student 
body, and are best positioned to make decisions about which supportive 
measures and remedies meet each complainantɅs need to restore or 
preserve the right to equal access to education, and which disciplinary 
sanctions are appropriate against a respondent who is found responsible 
for sexual harassment.ɉ

Justification for Ɉrange of sanctionsɉ language

30044, p. 19

ÅCommenters told the Department about the importance 

of transparency regarding availability of supportive 

measures. 

ÅɈThe Department agrees that requiring recipients to describe the range of 

supportive measures available to complainants and respondents is an important 

part of ensuring that the grievance process is transparent to all members of a 

recipientɅs educational community. Section 06.45(b)(1)(ix), particularly, notifies 

both parties of the kind of individualized services that may be available while a 

party navigates a grievance process, which many commenters asserted is a 

stressful and difficult process for complainants and respondents.ɉ

Importance of policy language

30267, p. 251

ÅɈWe have revised the §106.30 definition of ɄɄcomplainantɅɅ 

to mean any individual Ʉwho is alleged to be the victimɅ of 

sexual harassment, to clarify that a recipient must offer 

supportive measures to any person alleged to be the 

victim, even if the complainant is not the person who 

made the report of sexual harassment.ɉ

Complainant, defined

30070, p. 44

ÅThroughout these final regulations, the Department aims to 
respect the autonomy of complainants and to recognize the 
importance of a complainant retaining as much control as 
possible over their own circumstances following a sexual 
harassment experience, while also ensuring that  complainants 
have clear information about how to access the supportive 
measures a recipient has available (and how to file a formal 
complaint initiating a grievance process against a respondent if 
the complainant chooses to do so) if and when the 
complainant desires for a recipient to respond to the 
complainantɅs situation.

Complainant autonomy

30043, p. 18

673 674

675 676

677 678



©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

ÅɈThese final regulations require a recipient to respond to sexual harassment whenever the 
recipient has notice of sexual harassment that occurred in the recipientɅs own education 
program or activity, regardless of whether the complainant or respondent is an enrolled 
student or an employee of the recipient.ɉ

ÅɈFurther, under § 106.44(a) the recipient must offer supportive measures to a complainant 
alleged to be the victim of sexual harassment occurring at a building owned or controlled 
by an officially recognized student organization.ɉ

ÅɈThe benefits of third-party reporting do not, however, require the third party themselves 
to become the ɄɄcomplainantɅɅ because, for example, supportive measures must be offered 
to the alleged victim, not to the third party who reported the complainantɅs alleged 
victimization.ɉ

ÅɈThe Department further reiterates that recipients retain discretion to provide supportive 
measures to any complainant even where the harassment is not pervasive.ɉ

Additional considerations

30488, p. p. 463; 30197, p. 172; 30121, p. 96; 30165, p. 
140

§ 106.45 (10)(D)(ii) Grievance process for formal complaints 

of sexual harassment. 

Recordkeeping. 

(D) A recipient must maintain for a period of seven years records of Ɂ

Å(ii) For each response required under § 106.44, a recipient must 

create, and maintain for a period of seven years, records of any 

actions, including any supportive measures, taken in response to a 

report or formal complaint of sexual harassment. 

Recordkeeping

§ 106.45 (10)(D)(ii) Grievance process for formal complaints of 
sexual harassment. 

Recordkeeping. 

(D) A recipient must maintain for a period of seven years records 
ofɁ

ÅIn each instance, the recipient must document the basis for its conclusion that its 
response was not deliberately indifferent, and document that it has taken 
measures designed to restore or preserve equal access to the recipientɅs 
education program or activity. 

ÅIf a recipient does not provide a complainant with supportive measures, then the 
recipient must document the reasons why such a response was not clearly 
unreasonable in light of the known circumstances. The documentation of certain 
bases or measures does not limit the recipient in the future from providing 
additional explanations or detailing additional measures taken.

Recordkeeping

ÅInstitutions must also indicate if a complainant does not 

want to receive supportive measures, if offered. 

ÅSection 106.45(b)(10).

o As revised, this provision states that if a recipient does not provide 

supportive measures as part of its response to sexual harassment, the 

recipient specifically must document why that response was not 

clearly unreasonable in light of the known circumstances(for example, 

perhaps the complainant did not want any supportive measures).

Document non -provision of supportive 
measures

30046, p. 21

ÅThe good news is your institution is likely already doing most of 
this!

ÅUnder Clery, 
o Your [policy] statement should identify and provide specific information 

about appropriate and available services for victims at your institution. 
Provide information about how a student or employee can access these 
services or request information. Provide specific contact information. Be sure 
to include both on - and off -campus services, as applicable. We recommend 
that institutions reach out to organizations that assist victims of dating 
violence, domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking, such as local rape 
crisis centers and state and territorial coalitions against domestic and sexual 
violence, when developing this list of services. If there are no on - or off -
campus services, you must state this fact in your policy statement. 

Clery Act Alignment

Clery Handbook, 8 -14

ÅWithin your Annual Security Report, you already must 

provide:
o A statement of available services [that] should be updated annually to reflect 

currently available services. A statement that the institution will provide written 

notification to victims about options for, available assistance in, and how to request 

changes to academic, living, transportation and working situations or protective 

measures. 

o The institution must make such accommodations or provide such protective 

measures if the victim requests them and if they are reasonably available, regardless 

of whether the victim chooses to report the crime to campus police or local law 

enforcement

Clery Act Alignment

Clery Handbook, 8 -14
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ÅYour institution is also likely already providing 

confidential protective measures under Clery.

o Maintain as confidential any accommodations or protective measures 

provided to the victim, to the extent that maintaining such 

confidentiality would not impair the ability of the institution to provide 

the accommodations or protective measures

Clery Act Alignment

Clery Handbook Checklist, C -9

ÅYour institution may also already have a list of 
Ɉprotective measuresɉ that are provided within Clery.

o Your institution must provide

o a statement that the institution will provide written notification to victims about 

options for, available assistance in, and how to request changes to academic, 

living, transportation and working situations or protective measures. The 
institution must make such accommodations or provide such protective 

measures if the victim requests them and if they are reasonably available, 

regardless of whether the victim chooses to report the crime to campus police 

or local law enforcement. 

Clery Act Alignment

Clery Handbook Checklist, C -9

ÅThe Department does not require recipients to provide 

respondents with supportive measures, but it also does 

not prevent them from doing so. 

o ɈComplainants must be offered supportive measures, and 

respondents may receive supportive measures, whether or not a 

formal complaint has been filed or a determination regarding 

responsibility has been made.ɉ

Equitable services for respondents

30064, p. 38

ÅɈThe Department understands commentersɅ concerns that 

an adversarial process may take an emotional toll on 

participants, and the final regulations encourage provision 

of supportive measures to both parties and give both 

parties an equal right to select an advisor of choice to 

assist the parties during a grievance process.ɉ

Equitable support services 

30266, p. 241

ÅɈThe Department does not equate the trauma experienced by a sexual 
harassment victim with the experience of a perpetrator of sexual 
harassment or the experience of a person accused of sexual harassment. 
Nonetheless, the Department acknowledges that a grievance process may 
be difficult and stressful for both parties. Further, supportive measures 
may be offered to complainants and respondents (see § 106.30 defining 
ɄɄsupportive measuresɅɅ), and §106.45(b)(5)(iv) requires recipients to provide 
both parties the same opportunity to select an advisor of the partyɅs 
choice. These provisions recognize that the stress of participating in a 
grievance process affects both complainants and respondents and may 
necessitate support and assistance for both parties.ɉ

Supportive services for respondents

30103, p. 78

ÅɈThe Department does not intend, and the final regulations do 
not require, to impose a requirement of equality or parity with 
respect to supportive measures provided to complainants and 
respondents.ɉ

ÅɈBy defining supportive measures to mean individualized 
services that cannot unreasonably burden either party, these 
final regulations incentivize recipients to make supportive 
measures available to respondents, but these final regulations 
require recipients to offer supportive measures to 
complainants.ɉ

Equitable, not equal

30277, p. 252; 30276, p. 251

685 686

687 688

689 690



©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

ÅA fact -specific inquiry is required into whether a carefully 

crafted no -contact order restricting the actions of only one 

party would meet the § 106.30 definition of supportive 

measures. For example, if a recipient issues a one -way no -

contact order to help enforce a restraining order, 

preliminary injunction, or other order of protection issued 

by a court, or if a one -way no -contact order does not 

unreasonably burden the other party, then a one -way no -

contact order may be appropriate. 

One -Way No -Contact Orders

30184, p. 577

ÅThe Department reiterates that Ɉno written statement is required in order to 
receive supportive measures, and that there is no time limit on a complainantɅs 
decision to file a formal complaint, so the decision to sign and file a formal 
complaint need not occur in the immediate aftermath of sexual violence when a 
survivor may have the greatest difficulty focusing, recalling details, or making 
decisions.ɉ

ÅɈA complainant may disclose or report immediately (if the complainant desires) to 
receive supportive measures and receive information about the option for filing a 
formal complaint, and that disclosure or report may be verbal, in writing, or by 
any other means of giving notice.ɉ

ÅɈThese final regulations do not expressly require a recipient to continue providing 
supportive measures upon a finding of non -responsibility, and the Department 
declines to require recipients to lift, remove, or cease supportive measures for 
complainants or respondents upon a finding of non -responsibility.ɉ

Timing of supportive measures

30130, p. 105; 30130, p. 105; 30183, p. 158

ÅɈThe Department acknowledges that there may be specific instances 
in which it is impossible or impractical to provide supportive 
measures. For example, the recipient may have received an 
anonymous report or a report from a third party and cannot 
reasonably determine the identity of the complainant to promptly 
contact the complainant. Similarly, if a complainant refuses the 
supportive measures that a recipient offers (and the supportive 
measures offered are not clearly unreasonable in light of the known 
circumstances) and instead insists that the recipient take punitive 
action against the respondent without a formal complaint and 
grievance process under § 106.45, the Department will not deem the 
recipientɅs response to be clearly unreasonable in light of the known 
circumstances.ɉ

When not to provide supportive services

30209, p. 184

ÅɈUnder § 106.30, a supportive measure must not be punitive or 
disciplinary, but may burden a respondent as long as the 
burden is not unreasonable.ɉ

ÅɈEmergency removal may be undertaken in addition to 
implementing supportive measures designed to restore or 
preserve a complainantɅs equal access to education.ɉ

ÅPlacing a complainant (not respondent) on paid leave, if 
employed by the institution

ÅChanging respondentɅs class schedule, housing, or dining hall 
assignment may be acceptable

ÅRemoving respondent from teams, clubs, or other 
extracurricular activities may not be acceptable

Supportive measures are not punitive

30231, p. 206; 30236, p. 211; 30231, p. 206

ÅRule protects against deliberate indifference by ensuring 

Ɉthat recipients respond to sexual harassment by offering 

supportive measures designed to restore or preserve a 

complainantɅs equal educational access without treating a 

respondent as responsible until after a fair grievance 

process.ɉ 

Deliberate indifference

30034, p. 9

ÅɈThe school is responsible for responding promptly 

without deliberate indifference, including offering 

appropriate supportive measures to the complainant, 

which may include separating the complainant from the 

respondent, counseling the respondent about appropriate 

behavior, and taking other actions that meet the § 106.30 

definition of ɄɄsupportive measures.ɉ

Deliberate indifference

30069, p. 44
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ÅWith respect to the relationship between supportive measures and informal resolution, the 
Department wishes to clarify that supportive measures are designed to restore or preserve equal 
access to the recipientɅs education program or activity without unreasonably burdening the other 
party and without constituting punitive or disciplinary actions including by protecting the safety 
of all parties and the recipientɅs educational environment or deterring sexual harassment. Unlike 
informal resolutions, which may result in disciplinary measures designed to punish the 
respondent, supportive measures must be non -disciplinary and non -punitive. Supportive 
measures may include counseling, extensions of deadlines or other course -related adjustments, 
modifications of work or class schedules, campus escort services, mutual restrictions on contact 
between the parties, changes in work or housing locations, leaves of absence, increased security 
and monitoring of certain areas of the campus, and other similar measures. Informal resolutions 
may reach agreements between the parties, facilitated by the recipient, that include similar 
measures but that also could include disciplinary measures, while providing finality for both 
parties in terms of resolving allegations raised in a formal complaint of sexual harassment. 
Because an informal resolution may result in disciplinary or punitive measures agreed to by a 
respondent, we have revised § 106.45(b)(9) to expressly state that a recipient may not offer 
informal resolution unless a formal complaint is filed.

Informal resolutions and supportive 
measures

30401, p. 376

ÅɈA recipient may warn a respondent that retaliation is 

prohibited and inform the respondent of the 

consequences of retaliating against the complainant, as 

part of a supportive measure provided for a complainant, 

because such a warning is not a punitive or disciplinary 

action against the respondent.ɉ

Retaliation

30278, p. 253

ÅɈThe Title ϥX Coordinator, a specially trained employee who 

must respond promptly to the alleged victim by offering 

supportive measures and confidentially discussing with 

the alleged victim the option of filing a formal complaint.ɉ 

ÅThe rule defines ɄɄsupportive measuresɅɅ and mandates that 

Title IX Coordinators are responsible for effective 

implementation of supportive measures).

Role of Title IX Coordinator

30106, p. 81; 30118, p. 93

ÅɈAlthough these final regulations do not expressly require recipients 
to allow complainants to bring a supportive friend to an initial 
meeting with the Title IX Coordinator, nothing in these final 
regulations prohibits complainants from doing so.ɉ

ÅɈAlthough commenters asserted that some complainants, even at 
postsecondary institutions, are too young, immature, or traumatized 
to contact a Title IX Coordinator, the Department notes that nothing 
in the final regulations prevents a complainant from first discussing 
the harassment situation with a trusted mentor or having a 
supportive friend with them to meet with or otherwise report to the 
Title ϥX Coordinator.ɉ

Role of Advocate/Support Person/Advisor

30109, p. 84; 30113, p. 88

ÅɈThis does not preclude recipient employees or administrators other than 
the Title IX Coordinator from implementing supportive measures for the 
complainant (or for a respondent).ɉ

ÅɈThe final regulations, §106.30 defining ɄɄsupportive measures,ɅɅ require 
that the Title IX Coordinator is responsible for the effective 
implementation of supportive measures; however, this does not preclude 
other recipient employees or administrators from implementing 
supportive measures for a complainant (or a respondent) and in fact, 
effective implementation of most supportive measures requires the Title 
IX Coordinator to coordinate with administrators, employees, and offices 
outside the Title IX office (for example, notifying campus security of the 
terms of a no -contact order, or working with the school registrar to 
appropriately reflect a complainantɅs withdrawal from a class, or 
communicating with a professor that a complainant needs to re -take an 
exam).ɉ

Role of Others on Campus

30134, p. 109

ÅɈThese final regulations preserve the benefits of allowing third 

party reporting while still giving the complainant as much 

control as reasonably possible over whether the school 

investigates, because under the final regulations a third party 

can report Ɂand trigger the Title ϥX CoordinatorɅs obligation to 

reach out to the complainant and offer supportive measures Ɂ

but the third party cannot trigger an investigation. Further, the 

final regulations allow a complainant to initially report for the 

purpose of receiving supportive measures, and to later decide 

to file a formal complaint.ɉ

Role of third party reporting

30194, p. 169

697 698

699 700

701 702



©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

ÅThe Department made a determination, based on 

comments that it received to the NPRM, about what it 

believes to be the cost of supportive measures provided by 

institutions. 

ÅɈThe Department has included a cost of $250 for 

supportive measures.ɉ

Costs associated with interim measures

30559, p. 534

Thank You!
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LetɅs examine some 
language from the final 

regulationsɎ

§ 106.45 (1)(iii) Grievance process for formal 
complaints of sexual harassment. 

ɈA recipient must ensure that decision-makers receive training 

on . . . issues of relevance of questions and evidence, including 

when questions and evidence about the complainantɅs sexual 

predisposition or prior sexual behavior are not relevant . . .ɉ

ɈA recipient also must ensure that investigators receive training 

on issues of relevance to create an investigative report that 

fairly summarizes relevant evidence . . .ɉ

(emphasis added)

§ 106.45 (1)(ii) Grievance process for formal 
complaints of sexual harassment. 

Ɉ(1)Basic requirements for grievance process. A recipientɅs 

grievance process must Ɂ

. . . 

(ii) Require an objective evaluation of all relevant evidence ɀ

including both inculpatory and exculpatory evidence ɀand 

provide that credibility determinations may not be based on a 

personɅs status as a complainant, respondent, or witness . . .ɉ

(emphasis added)

§ 106.45 (1)(iv) Grievance process for formal 
complaints of sexual harassment. 

Ɉ(1)Basic requirements for grievance process. A recipientɅs 

grievance process must Ɂ

. . . 

(iv) Include a presumption that the respondent is not 

responsible for the alleged conduct until a determination 

regarding responsibility is made at the conclusion of the 

grievance process . . .ɉ

(emphasis added)

§ 106.45 (1)(vii) Grievance process for formal 
complaints of sexual harassment. 

Ɉ(1)Basic requirements for grievance process. A recipientɅs grievance 
process must Ɂ

. . . 

(vii) State whether the standard of evidence to be used to determine 
responsibility is the preponderance of the evidence standard or the 
clear and convincing evidence standard, apply the same standard of 
evidence for formal complaints against students as for formal 
complaints against employees, including faculty, and apply the same 
standard of evidence to all formal complaints of sexual harassment . . 
.ɉ 

(emphasis added)

§ 106.45 (1)(x) Grievance process for formal 
complaints of sexual harassment. 

Ɉ(1)Basic requirements for grievance process. A recipientɅs 

grievance process must Ɂ

. . . 

(x) Not require, allow, rely upon, or otherwise use questions or 

evidence that constitute, or seek disclosure of, information 

protected under a legally recognized privilege, unless the 

person holding such privilege has waived the privilege.ɉ

(emphasis added)
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§ 106.45 (5)(i) Grievance process for formal complaints 
of sexual harassment. 

Ɉ(5) ϥnvestigation of a formal complaint. When investigating a formal complaint 
and throughout the grievance process, a recipient must Ɂ

(i) Ensure that the burden of proof and the burden of gathering evidence 
sufficient to reach a determination regarding responsibility rest on the recipient 
and not on the parties provided that the recipient cannot access, consider, 
disclose, or otherwise use a partyɅs records that are made or maintained by a 
physician, psychiatrist, psychologist, or other recognized professional or 
paraprofessional acting in the professionalɅs or paraprofessionalɅs capacity, or 
assisting in that capacity, and which are made and maintained in connection 
with the provision of treatment to the party, unless the recipient obtains that 
partyɅs voluntary, written consent to do so for a grievance process under this 
section (if a party is not an Ɉeligible student,ɉ as defined in 34 CFR 99.3, then the 
recipient must obtain the voluntary, written consent of a Ɉparent,ɉ as defined in 
34 CFR 99.3) . . .ɉ

(emphasis added)

§ 106.45 (5)(ii) Grievance process for formal 
complaints of sexual harassment. 

Ɉ(5) ϥnvestigation of a formal complaint. When investigating a 

formal complaint and throughout the grievance process, a 

recipient must Ɂ

. . .

(ii) Provide an equal opportunity for the parties to present 

witnesses, including fact and expert witnesses, and other 

inculpatory and exculpatory evidence . . .ɉ

(emphasis added)

. . . §106.45 does not set parameters around the Ɉqualityɉ 

of evidence that can be relied on, § 106.45 does prescribe 

that all relevant evidence, inculpatory and exculpatory, 

whether obtained by the recipient from a party or from 

another source, must be objectively evaluated by 

investigators and decision -makers free from conflicts of 

interest or bias and who have been trained in (among 

other matters) how to serve impartially. 

(emphasis added)

§ 106.45 (5)(iii) Grievance process for formal 
complaints of sexual harassment. 

Ɉ(5) ϥnvestigation of a formal complaint. When investigating a 

formal complaint and throughout the grievance process, a 

recipient must Ɂ

. . .

(iii) Not restrict the ability of either party to discuss the 

allegations under investigation or to gather and present 

relevant evidence . . .ɉ

(emphasis added)

§ 106.45 (5)(vi) Grievance process for formal 
complaints of sexual harassment. 

Ɉ(5) ϥnvestigation of a formal complaint. When investigating a formal complaint and 
throughout the grievance process, a recipient must Ɂ

. . .

(vi) Provide both parties an equal opportunity to inspect and review any evidence 
obtained as part of the investigation that is directly related to the allegations raised in a 
formal 2024 complaint, including the evidence upon which the recipient does not intend 
to rely in reaching a determination regarding responsibility and inculpatory or 
exculpatory evidence whether obtained from a party or other source, so that each party 
can meaningfully respond to the evidence prior to conclusion of the investigation. Prior 
to completion of the investigative report, the recipient must send to each party and the 
partyɅs advisor, if any, the evidence subject to inspection and review in an electronic 
format or a hard copy, and the parties must have at least 10 days to submit a written 
response, which the investigator will consider prior to completion of the investigative 
report. The recipient must make all such evidence subject to the partiesɅ inspection and 
review available at any hearing to give each party equal opportunity to refer to such 
evidence during the hearing, including for purposes of cross -examination . . .ɉ

(emphasis added)

§ 106.45 (5)(vii) Grievance process for formal 
complaints of sexual harassment. 

Ɉ(5) ϥnvestigation of a formal complaint. When investigating a formal 

complaint and throughout the grievance process, a recipient must Ɂ

. . .

(vii) Create an investigative report that fairly summarizes relevant 

evidence and, at least 10 days prior to a hearing (if a hearing is 

required under this section or otherwise provided) or other time of 

determination regarding responsibility, send to each party and the 

partyɅs advisor, if any, the investigative report in an electronic 

format or a hard copy, for their review and written response. Ɉ

(emphasis added)
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§ 106.45 (6)(i) Grievance process for formal complaints 
of sexual harassment. 

Ɉ(6) Hearings. 

(i) For postsecondary institutions, the recipientɅs grievance process 
must provide for a live hearing. At the live hearing, the decision -
maker(s) must permit each partyɅs advisor to ask the other party 
and any witnesses all relevant questions and follow -up 
questions, including those challenging credibility. . . . Only 
relevant cross -examination and other questions may be asked of 
a party or witness. Before a complainant, respondent, or witness 
answers a cross-examination or other question, the decision -
maker(s) must first determine whether the question is relevant 
and explain any decision to exclude a question as not relevant.ɉ 

(emphasis added)

§ 106.45 (6)(i) Grievance process for formal complaints 
of sexual harassment. [ContɅd]

Ɉ(6) Hearings.

Questions and evidence about the complainantɅs sexual 

predisposition or prior sexual behavior are not relevant, unless 

such questions and evidence about the complainantɅs prior 

sexual behavior are offered to prove that someone other than 

the respondent committed the conduct alleged by the 

complainant, or if the questions and evidence concern specific 

incidents of the complainantɅs prior sexual behavior with 

respect to the respondent and are offered to prove consent. . . .ɉ 

(emphasis added)

§ 106.45 (6)(i) Grievance process for formal complaints 
of sexual harassment. [ContɅd]

Ɉ(6) Hearings.

If a party or witness does not submit to cross -examination at 

the live hearing, the decision -maker(s) must not rely on any 

statement of that party or witness in reaching a determination 

regarding responsibility; provided, however, that the decision -

maker(s) cannot draw an inference about the determination 

regarding responsibility based solely on a partyɅs or witnessɅs 

absence from the live hearing or refusal to answer cross -

examination or other questions. . . .ɉ

(emphasis added)

§ 106.45 (6)(ii) Grievance process for formal 
complaints of sexual harassment. 

Ɉ(6) Hearings.

(ii). . . With or without a hearing, questions and evidence about the 
complainantɅs sexual predisposition or prior sexual behavior are not 
relevant, unless such questions and evidence about the 
complainantɅs prior sexual behavior are offered to prove that 
someone other than the respondent committed the conduct alleged 
by the complainant, or if the questions and evidence concern 
specific incidents of the complainantɅs prior sexual behavior with 
respect to the respondent and are offered to prove consent. The 
decision-maker(s) must explain to the party proposing the questions 
any decision to exclude a question as not relevant.ɉ

(emphasis added)

LetɅs Look at Some of the 
Comments in the 

Regulations 

The Department desires to prescribe a grievance process adapted for an educational 

environment rather than a courtroom, and declines to impose a comprehensive, detailed 

set of evidentiary rules for resolution of contested allegations of sexual harassment under 

Title IX. . . .the Department has determined that recipients must consider relevant evidence 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΥ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ƛǎ ƛǊǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ όǳƴƭŜǎǎ 

questions or evidence about prior sexual behavior meet one of two exceptions, as noted 

ŀōƻǾŜύΤ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘΤ ƴƻ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ 

ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅΣ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΤ ŀƴŘ 

statements not subject to cross-examination in postsecondary institutions cannot be relied 

on by the decision-maker. The Department notes that where evidence is duplicative of other 

evidence, a recipient may deem the evidence not relevant.  

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or 
Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) 
(online at www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30337.
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In order to preserve the benefits of live, back-and-forth questioning and follow-up 

questioning unique to cross-examination, the Department declines to impose a requirement 

that questions be submitted for screening prior to the hearing (or during the hearing); the 

final regulations revise this provision to clarify that cross-ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ƻŎŎǳǊ άŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅΣ 

ƻǊŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭ ǘƛƳŜέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎΣ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

questions asked of parties and witnesses must be relevant, and before a party or witness 

answers a cross-examination question the decision-maker must determine relevance (and 

explain a determination of irrelevance). This provision does not require a decision-maker to 

give a lengthy or complicated explanation; it is sufficient, for example, for a decision-maker 

to explain that a question is irrelevant because the question calls for prior sexual behavior 

information without meeting one of the two exceptions, or because the question asks about 

a detail that is not probative of any material fact concerning the allegations.  

Id. at 30343.

The Department believes the protections of the rape shield language remain stronger if decision-

makers are not given discretion to decide that sexual behavior is admissible where its probative 

value substantially outweighs the danger of harm to a victim and unfair prejudice to any party. If the 

Department permitted decision-ƳŀƪŜǊǎ ǘƻ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ άǳƴŦŀƛǊ ǇǊŜƧǳŘƛŎŜέ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 

admissibility decisions, the final regulations would convey an expectation that a non-lawyer 

decision-maker must possess the legal expertise of judges and lawyers. Instead, the Department 

expects decision-ƳŀƪŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǊǳƭŜ όǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜύΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ 

specification that sexual behavior is irrelevant with two concrete exceptions. This approach leaves 

the decisionmaker discretion to assign weight and credibility to evidence, but not to deem evidence 

inadmissible or excluded, except on the ground of relevance (and in conformity with other 

requirements in § 106.45, including the provisions discussed above whereby the decisionmaker 

cannot rely on statements of a party or witness if the party or witness did not submit to cross-

ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ 

information protected by a legally recognized privilege cannot be used). 

Id. at 30351-52

[T]he Department declines to import a balancing test that would exclude sexual 

behavior questions and evidence (even meeting the two exceptions) unless 

probative value substantially outweighs potential harm or undue prejudice, 

because that open-ended, complicated standard of admissibility would render the 

adjudication more difficult for a layperson decision-maker competently to apply. 

Unlike the two exceptions in this provision, a balancing test of probative value, 

harm, and prejudice contains no concrete factors for a decision-maker to look to in 

making the relevance determination. 

Id. at 30353

Lƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ 

recipient sufficient leeway to halt investigations that seemed futile, the final 

regulations revise § 106.45(b)(3)(ii) to provide that a recipient may (in the 

ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴύ ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘΣ ƻǊ ŀƭƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜǊŜƛƴΣ ƛƴ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 

circumstances including where a complainant requests the dismissal (in writing to 

the Title IX Coordinator), where the respondent is no longer enrolled or employed 

by the recipient, or where specific circumstances prevent the recipient from meeting 

ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ όŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ where a 

postsecondary institution complainant has ceased participating in the 

ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴŎǳƭǇŀǘƻǊȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ 

statement in the formal complaint or as recorded in an interview by the 

investigator). Id. at 30282 (emphasis added).

§ 106.45(b)(5)(vi) [emphasizes] that the evidence gathered and sent to 

ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ άŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŀƭƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άƛƴŎǳƭǇŀǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ ŜȄŎǳƭǇŀǘƻǊȅ 

ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΦέ {ǳŎƘ 

inculpatory or exculpatory evidence (related to the allegations) may, 

therefore, be gathered by the investigator from, for example, law 

enforcement where a criminal investigation is occurring concurrently 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· ƎǊƛŜǾŀƴŎŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ 

Id. at 30303.

The Department therefore believes it is important that at the phase of the 

investigation where the parties have the opportunity to review and respond to 

evidence, the universe of that exchanged evidence should include all evidence 

(inculpatory and exculpatory) that relates to the allegations under investigation, 

without the investigator having screened out evidence related to the allegations 

that the investigator does not believe is relevant. The parties should have the 

opportunity to argue that evidence directly related to the allegations is in fact 

relevant (and not otherwise barred from use under § 106.45), and parties will not 

have a robust opportunity to do this if evidence related to the allegations is 

withheld from the parties by the investigator. 

Id. at 30304.
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The Department emphasizes that the decision-maker must not only be 

a separate person from any investigator, but the decision-maker is 

under an obligation to objectively evaluate all relevant evidence both 

inculpatory and exculpatory, and must therefore independently reach a 

determination regarding responsibility without giving deference to the 

investigative report. 

Id. at 30314.

Regardless of whether certain demographic groups are more or less financially 

disadvantaged and thus more or less likely to hire an attorney as an advisor of 

choice, decision-makers in each case must reach determinations based on the 

ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ŎǊƻǎǎ-

examination. The Department also notes that the final regulations require a trained 

investigator to prepare an investigative report summarizing relevant evidence, and 

permit the decision-maker on the decision-ƳŀƪŜǊΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŜƭƛŎƛǘ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ǘƻ 

reach a determination regarding responsibility based on objective evaluation of all 

relevant evidence including inculpatory and exculpatory evidence. Thus, the skill of 

ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ-

ƳŀƪŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ Id. at 30332.

Unlike court trials where often the trier of fact consists of a jury of laypersons untrained in 

evidentiary matters, the final regulations require decision-makers to be trained in how to conduct a 

grievance process and how to serve impartially, and specifically including training in how to 

determine what questions and evidence are relevant. The fact that decision-makers in a Title IX 

grievance process must be trained to perform that role means that the same well-trained decision-

maker will determine the weight or credibility to be given to each piece of evidence, and the training 

required under § 106.45(b)(1)(iii) allows recipients flexibility to include substantive training about 

how to assign weight or credibility to certain types or categories of evidence, so long as any such 

training promotes impartiality and treats complainants and respondents equally. Thus, for example, 

where a cross-ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ 

character or prior bad acts, under the final regulations the decision-maker cannot exclude or 

refuse to consider the relevant evidence, but may proceed to objectively evaluate that relevant 

evidence by analyzing whether that evidence warrants a high or low level of weight or credibility, 

ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴƳŀƪŜǊΩǎ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘǊŜŀǘǎ ōƻǘƘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ōȅ ƴƻǘΣ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ 

automatically assigning higher weight to exculpatory character evidence than to inculpatory 

character evidence.  Id. at 30337 (emphasis added).

[A] recipient must objectively evaluate all relevant evidence (inculpatory 

and exculpatory) but retains discretion, to which the Department will 

defer, with respect to how persuasive a decision-maker finds particular 

evidence to be.    

Id. at 30337.

While the proposed rules do not speak to admissibility of hearsay, prior bad acts, 

character evidence, polygraph (lie detector) results, standards for authentication of 

evidence, or similar issues concerning evidence, the final regulations require 

recipients to gather and evaluate relevant evidence, with the understanding that 

this includes both inculpatory and exculpatory evidence, and the final regulations 

ŘŜŜƳ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǘƻ ōŜ 

irrelevant with two exceptions and preclude use of any information protected by a 

legally recognized privilege (e.g., attorney-client). 

Id. at 30247-48 (internal citations omitted).

While not addressed to hearsay evidence as such, §

106.45(b)(6)(i), which requires postsecondary institutions to 

hold live hearings to adjudicate formal complaints of sexual 

harassment, states that the decision -maker must not rely on 

the statement of a party or witness who does not submit to 

cross-examination, resulting in exclusion of statements that 

remain untested by cross -examination. 

Id. at 30247 n. 1017.

The final regulations do not define relevance, and the ordinary 

meaning of the word should be understood and applied. 

Id. at 30247 n. 1018.
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The Department understands that courts of law operate under comprehensive, complex rules of 

evidence under the auspices of judges legally trained to apply those rules of evidence (which often 

intersect with other procedural and substantive legal rules, such as rules of procedure, and 

constitutional rights). Such comprehensive rules of evidence admit hearsay (generally, out-of-court 

statements offered to prove the truth of the matter asserted) under certain conditions, which differ 

in criminal and civil trials. Because Title IX grievance processes are not court proceedings, 

comprehensive rules of evidence do not, and need not, apply. Rather, the Department has prescribed 

procedures designed to achieve a fair, reliable outcome in the context of sexual harassment in an 

education program or activity where the conduct alleged constitutes sex discrimination under Title 

IX. While judges in courts of law are competent to apply comprehensive, complicated rules of 

evidence, the Department does not believe that expectation is fair to impose on recipients, whose 

primary function is to provide education, not to resolve disputes between students and employees.  

Id. at 30347.

While commenters correctly observe that the Confrontation Clause is 

concerned with use of testimonial statements against criminal 

defendants, even if use of a non-testimonial statement poses no 

constitutional problem under the Sixth Amendment, the statement 

would still need to meet a hearsay exception under applicable rules of 

evidence in a criminal court. For reasons discussed above, the 

Department does not wish to impose a complex set of evidentiary rules 

on recipients, whether patterned after civil or criminal rules.  

Id. at 30347.

¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘ ǊǳƭŜ 

against reliance on party and witness statements made by a person 

who does not submit to cross-examination is a broader exclusionary 

rule than found in the Federal Rules of Evidence, under which certain 

hearsay exceptions permit consideration of statements made by 

persons who do not testify in court and have not been cross-examined.   

Id. at 30348.

[W]here a party or witness does not appear and is not cross-examined, the statements of that party 

or witness cannot be determined reliable, truthful, or credible in a non-courtroom setting like that of 

ŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀŎƪǎ ǎǳōǇƻŜƴŀ ǇƻǿŜǊǎΣ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ 

evidence, and legal professionals. . . . [R]ecipients are educational institutions that should not be 

converted into de facto courtrooms. The final regulations thus prescribe a process that simplifies 

evidentiary complexities while ensuring that determinations regarding responsibility result from 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŘƻǇǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜǊǎΩ 

suggestion that instead the decision-maker should be permitted to rely on statements that are not 

subject to cross-examination, if they are reliable; making such a determination without the benefit 

of extensive rules of evidence would likely result in inconsistent and potentially inaccurate 

assessments of reliability. Commenters correctly note that courts have not imposed a blanket rule 

excluding hearsay evidence from use in administrative proceedings. However, cases cited by 

commenters do not stand for the proposition that every administrative proceeding must be 

permitted to rely on hearsay evidence, even where the agency lacks subpoena power to compel 

witnesses to appear.   Id. at 30348.

[R]elevance is the sole gatekeeper evidentiary rule in the final 

regulations, but decision-makers retain discretion regarding the weight 

or credibility to assign to particular evidence. Further, for the reasons 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ άƘŜŀǊǎŀȅ 

ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜέ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ § 106.45(b)(6)(i) does preclude a decision-maker 

from relying on statements of a party or witness who has not submitted 

to cross-examination at the live hearing.     

Id. at 30354.
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. . . adopt evidentiary rules of admissibility that contravene those 

evidentiary requirements prescribed under § 106.45 . . .

. . . adopt a rule excluding relevant evidence whose probative value is 

substantially outweighed by the danger of unfair prejudice . . .

. . . adopt rules excluding certain types of relevant evidence (e.g., lie 

detector test results, or rape kits) where the type of evidence is not 

either deemed ɄɄnot relevantɅɅ (as is, for instance, evidence concerning 

a complainantɅs prior sexual history) or otherwise barred from use 

under § 106.45 (as is, for instance, information protected by a legally 

recognized privilege) . . . 

Recipients may notɎ

Id. at 30294 (internal citations omitted).

1) Credibility Determinations 

2) Issues of Relevance 

3) Setting the Evidentiary Standard 

4) Inculpatory & Exculpatory Evidence 

5) Expert Testimony  

6) Hearsay & Character 

7) Federal Court on Title IX Evidence 

ÅOften these cases are Ɉword against word,ɉ so what exists to 
corroborate claims?

ÅReports to law enforcement, medical assistance, contemporaneous 
reports or conversations, journal entries, witness accounts, etc. can 
be viewed as corroborating (if medical or mental health reports exist 
you can ask the complainant for access to those records).

ÅIn cases where medical or mental health records exist and panel 
members gain access, itɅs a good idea to enlist the help of 
medical/mental health experts to interpret.

ÅAvoid expectations or assumptions about behaviors or responses by 
either complainant or respondent. Avoid stereotypes; prevent bias, 
implicit or otherwise.

Credibility Determinations

ÅAssess demeanor: Does the person appear credible? Look at body language, eye 
contact, level of nervousness, defensiveness, evasiveness, etc.

Åϥs the personɅs account inherently believable? Plausible?  What is his or her 
potential bias?

ÅDoes the person have a motive to be untruthful?

ÅAre there past acts that could be relevant (although past acts are not 
determinative of the issue before you, they can be relevant for some purposes).

ÅPay attention to inconsistencies, but remember that in cases of trauma, 
inconsistencies can occur.  Inconsistencies alone may not determine credibility or 
lack thereof.

ÅLook out for attempts to derail the hearing, deflect away from questions, and/or 
bog down the hearing with irrelevant information.

ÅCheck your own bias at the door.  Do not pre -judge your findings until all relevant 
information is heard. Do not be lured towards confirmation bias.

Credibility Determinations

Relevance

The new Title ϥX regulations Ɉspecifically . . . 

require investigators and decision -makers to 

be trained on issues of relevance, including 

how to apply the rape shield provisions.ɉ 

The decision -maker is required to make 

relevance determinations regarding cross -

examination in real time during the hearing.

ÅRequire an Ɉobjective evaluation of all relevant evidenceɉ 

106.45(b)(1)(ii)

ÅThe Department declines to define certain terms in this 

provision such as Ɉupon request,ɉ Ɉrelevant,ɉ or Ɉevidence 

directly related to the allegations,ɉ as these terms should be 

interpreted using their plain and ordinary meaning. 

https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020 -10512/p -3515

Title IX Regulations ɀRelevance 
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Evidence in federal court is relevant if: 

a) It has any tendency to make a fact more or less probable 

than it would be without the evidence; and 

b) The fact is of consequence in determining the action. 

ÅIrrelevant Evidence ɀEvidence not tending to prove or 

disprove a matter in issue. Bryan A. Gardner, BlackɅs Law Dictionary 10, (2014). Pg. 676 

ÅDoes the question call for an answer that makes an issue of 

material fact more or less likely? 

FRE 401 ɀCourt Room Test for 
Relevant Evidence

ÅHaving significant and demonstrable bearing on the 

matter at hand.  

ÅTending logically to prove or disprove a fact of 

consequence or to make the fact more or less probable 

and thereby aiding the trier of fact in making a decision

ɈRelevant.ɉMerriam -Webster.com Dictionary , Merriam -

Webster, https://www.merriam -webster.com/dictionary/relevant. 

Accessed 12 Jul. 2020.

Merriam Webster Definition of Relevant 

ÅTitle IX Regulations do not define Probative 

ÅEvidence that tends to prove or disprove a point in Issue. 

Bryan A. Gardner, BlackɅs Law Dictionary 10, (2014). Pg. 677

ÅɈEach single piece of evidence must have a plus value .ɉ 

1 JOHN H. WIGMORE, EVIDENCE 410 (1940).  

What is Probative? 

ÅɈThe Court may exclude relevant evidence if its probative 
value is substantially outweighed by a danger of one or 
more of the following: Unfair Prejudice, Confusing the 
Issues, Misleading the jury, Undue delay, Wasting time, 
Needlessly presenting cumulative evidence.ɉ 

ÅNeed to apply

ÅɈA recipient may not adopt a rule excluding relevant 
evidence whose probative value is substantially 
outweighed by the danger of unfair prejudice.ɉ

FRE 403 = Court Room Exclusions 
Not Applied to Title IX Hearings

1) Legally Recognized Privileged Information -> (Attorney/Client & 
Dr./Client)  

2) ComplainantɅs Sexual Predisposition (always) & Prior Sexual History 
UnlessɎ Two Exceptions

3) Treatment Records without the parties written voluntary consent 

4) A recipient may adopt rules of order or decorum to forbid badgering a 
witness.

5) OCR Blog Post: The decision -maker must not rely on the statement of a party 
or witness who does not submit to cross -examination, resulting in exclusion 
of statements that remain untested by cross -examination. https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020 -10512/p -2948 +

6) A Recipient may fairly deem repetition of the same question to be 
irrelevant.  

What Exclusions do Apply in Title IX Hearings 

Where the substance of a question is relevant, but the 

manner in which an advisor attempts to ask the question is 

harassing, intimidating, or abusive (for example, the 

advisor yells, screams, or physically Ɉleans inɉ to the 

witness's personal space), the recipient may appropriately, 

evenhandedly enforce rules of decorum that require 

relevant questions to be asked in a respectful, non -abusive 

manner. https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020 -10512/p -3779

Relevant but Hostile 
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[T]he rape shield language in § 106.45(b)(6)(i)-(ii) bars questions or 

ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǇǊŜŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ όǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ 

exceptions) and about a ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ 

two exceptions: 

1) if offered to prove that someone other than the respondent 

committed the alleged sexual harassment, or 

2) if the question or evidence concerns sexual behavior between 

the complainant and the respondent and is offered to prove consent.

Rape Shield Language

Id. at 30336 n. 1308 (emphasis added).

(a) Prohibited Uses. The following evidence is not admissible in a civil or criminal proceeding involving alleged sexual 
misconduct:

(1) evidence offered to prove that a victim engaged in other sexual behavior; or 

(2)evidence offered to prove a victimɅs sexual predisposition.

(b) Exceptions.

(1) Criminal Cases. The court may admit the following evidence in a criminal case:

(A)evidence of specific instances of a victimɅs sexual behavior, if offered to prove that someone other than the 
defendant was the source of semen, injury, or other physical evidence;

(B)evidence of specific instances of a victimɅs sexual behavior with respect to the person accused of the sexual 
misconduct, if offered by the defendant to prove consent or if offered by the prosecutor; and

(C)evidence whose exclusion would violate the defendantɅs constitutional rights.

(2) Civil Cases.ϥn a civil case, the court may admit evidence offered to prove a victimɅs sexual behavior or sexual 
predisposition if its probative value substantially outweighs the danger of harm to any victim and of unfair prejudice to 
any party. The court may admit evidence of a victimɅs reputation only if the victim has placed it in controversy.

(c) Procedure to Determine Admissibility.

Title IX Hearing ɀFRE 412 Rape Shield Protections 

1) What is at Issue?

2) Admissibility Versus Probative

3) What does the offered evidence go to prove? Not does 

it prove this at point of admissibility  

4) Apply the Regulatory standards as applicableɎTitle ϥX 

hearings not governed by FRE per se  

Relevance LitanyɎMaking the Determination 

ÅThe decision -maker(s) must first determine whether the question is 
relevant and explain any decision to exclude a question as not relevant.

ÅɈ[T]his provision does not require a decision-maker to give a lengthy or 
complicated explanation; it is sufficient, for a decision -maker to explain 

that a question is irrelevant becauseɎ. the question asks about a detail 
that is not probative of any material fact concerning the allegations.ɉ 
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020 -10512/p -3896

ÅɈ[D]irectly , orally, and in real timeɉ precluding a requirement that cross 
examination questions be submitted or screened prior to the live 

hearing . https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020 -10512/p -3897

ÅɈThe recipient may adopt a rule that prevents parties and advisors 

from challenging the relevance determination (after receiving the 
decision -maker's explanation) during the hearing.ɉ https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020 -

10512/p -3892

Cross Examination & Relevance 
Determinations

ɈState whether the standard of evidence to be used to 
determine responsibility is the preponderance of the evidence 
standard or the clear and convincing evidence standard, apply 
the same standard of evidence for formal complaints against 
students as for formal complaints against employees, including 

faculty, and apply the same standard of evidence to all formal 
complaints of sexual harassment;ɉ 

https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020 -10512/p -6468

1) Clear & Convincing 

2) Preponderance of the Evidence 

Evidentiary Standards 
Standard of Proof - Preponderance of the 
Evidence 

Using a preponderance of the evidence standard, and considering 
relevant definitions in the Policy,  the hearing panel weighs the evidence 
to determine whether the Respondent violated the Policy.

50.01% likelihood or 50% and a feather
Which side do you fall on? 

ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
greater number of witnesses testifying to a fact but by evidence that has 
the most convincing force, superior evidentiary weight that, though not 
sufficient to free the mind wholly from all reasoanble doubt, is still 
sufficient to incline a mind to one side of the issue rather than the 
ƻǘƘŜǊΦέ .Ǌȅŀƴ !Φ DŀǊŘƴŜǊΣ .ƭŀŎƪΩǎ [ŀǿ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ млΣ όнлмпύΦ , 1373 
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ÅEvidence indicating that the thing to be proved is highly 

probable or reasonably certain. Bryan A. Gardner, BlackɅs Law Dictionary 10, (2014). 

674  

ÅCertain facts must be proved by clear and convincing 

evidence, which is a higher burden of proof. This means 

the party must persuade you that it is highly probable that 

the fact is true. CACI No. 201. More Likely True ɁClear and Convincing Proof 

https://www.justia.com/documents/trials -litigation -caci.pdf

Standard of Proof ɀClear and Convincing Inculpatory Evidence

Evidence showing or tending to show oneɅs 
involvement in a crime or wrong. 

Bryan A. Gardner, BlackɅs Law Dictionary 10, (2014). Pg. 676

Exculpatory Evidence

Evidence tending to establish a defendantɅs 

Innocence. 

Bryan A. Gardner, BlackɅs Law Dictionary 10, (2014). Pg. 675

Court Room Expert Testimony  Requirements ɀFRE 702

A witness who is qualified as an expert by 

knowledge, skill, experience, training, or education 
may testify in the form of an opinion or otherwise if: 

A) The expertɅs scientific, technical, or other specialized knowledge 
will help the trier of fact to understand the evidence or to 

determine a fact in issue; 

B) The Testimony is based on sufficient facts or data 

C) The Testimony is the product of reliable principles and methods 

D) The expert has reliably applied the principles and methods to the 

facts of the case. 

ÅMust provide the parties equal opportunity to 

present fact and expert witnesses.  

ÅExert witness evidence must be relevant. 

Title IX Regulations ɀExpert Witnesses Hearsay, Character, etc.. 

ÅWhile the proposed rules do not speak to admissibility of 
hearsay, prior bad acts, character evidence, polygraph (lie 
detector) results, standards for authentication of evidence, or 
similar issues concerning evidence, the final regulations require 
recipients to gather and evaluate relevant evidence

https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020 -10512/p -2947 (internal citations omitted)

ÅWithin these evidentiary parameters recipients retain the 
flexibility to adopt rules that govern how the recipient's 
investigator and decision -maker evaluate evidence and conduct 
the grievance process (so long as such rules apply equally to 
both parties)
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(a) Statement. ɈStatementɉ means a personɅs oral assertion, 
written assertion, or nonverbal conduct, if the person intended 
it as an assertion.

(b) Declarant. ɈDeclarantɉ means the person who made the 
statement.

(c) Hearsay. ɈHearsayɉ means a statement that:

(1) the declarant does not make while testifying at the 
current trial or hearing; and

(2) a party offers in evidence to prove the truth of the 
matter asserted in the statement

FRE 801 ɀHearsay 

Å (d) Statements That Are Not Hearsay. A statement that meets the following conditions is not hearsay:

Å (1) A Declarant-WitnessɅs Prior Statement.The declarant testifies and is subject to cross -examination about a 
prior statement, and the statement:

Å (A)is inconsistent with the declarantɅs testimony and was given under penalty of perjury at a trial, hearing, 
or other proceeding or in a deposition;

Å (B)is consistent with the declarantɅs testimony and is offered:

Å (i) to rebut an express or implied charge that the declarant recently fabricated it or acted from a recent 
improper influence or motive in so testifying; or

Å (ii) to rehabilitate the declarant's credibility as a witness when attacked on another ground; or

Å (C) identifies a person as someone the declarant perceived earlier.

Å (2)An Opposing PartyɅs Statement. The statement is offered against an opposing party and:

Å (A) was made by the party in an individual or representative capacity;

Å (B) is one the party manifested that it adopted or believed to be true;

Å (C)was made by a person whom the party authorized to make a statement on the subject;

Å (D)was made by the partyɅs agent or employee on a matter within the scope of that relationship and while it 
existed; or

Å (E)was made by the partyɅs coconspirator during and in furtherance of the conspiracy.

FRE 801 - Exclusions From Hearsay 

(1) Present Sense Impression. A statement describing or explaining an event or condition, 
made while or immediately after the declarant perceived it.

(2) Excited Utterance . A statement relating to a startling event or condition, made while 
the declarant was under the stress of excitement that it caused.

(3) Then-Existing Mental, Emotional, or Physical Condition. A statement of the declarantɅs 
then -existing state of mind (such as motive, intent, or plan) or emotional, sensory, or 
physical condition (such as mental feeling, pain, or bodily health), but not including a 
statement of memory or belief to prove the fact remembered or believed unless it 
relates to the validity or terms of the declarantɅs will.

(4) Statement Made for Medical Diagnosis or Treatment . A statement that:

(A) is made for Ɂ and is reasonably pertinent to Ɂ medical diagnosis or 
treatment; and

(B) describes medical history; past or present symptoms or sensations; their 
inception; or their general cause.

(Not Entire Rule) 

FRE 803 ɀExceptions to the Rule Against 
Hearsay  

OCR Blog Post -> https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/blog/20200522.html

If a party or witness does not submit to cross -examination at the live 

hearing, the decision -maker(s) must not rely on any statement of 

that party or witness in reaching a determination regarding 

responsibility ; provided, however, that the decision -maker(s) cannot 

draw an inference about the determination regarding responsibility 

based solely on a partyɅs or witnessɅs absence from the live hearing 

or refusal to answer cross -examination or other questions.

Section 106.45(b)(6)(i)

Statements Not Subject to Cross Exam 

Haidak v. University of Massachusetts -Amherst , 933 F.3d 56 (1st Cir. App. 
8/6/2019) 

ɈThe rules that govern a common law trial need not govern a university 
disciplinary proceeding. But the rules of trial may serve as a useful benchmark 
to guide our analysis.ɉ Id. at 67.

For example, even in a full -blown federal trial, Ɉextrinsic evidence is not 
admissible to prove specific instances of a witness's conduct in order to attack 
or support the witness's character for truthfulness.ɉFed. R. Evid. 608(b). And 
extrinsic evidence aside, the court has ample discretion to exclude evidence Ɉif 
its probative value is substantially outweighed by a danger of ... undue delay, 
wasting time, or needlessly presenting cumulative evidence.ɉFed. R. Evid. 403. 
Because a federal district court would have been well within its discretion in 
excluding the transcript, it follows a fortiori that an identical decision by the 
Hearing Board did not violate Haidak's right to due process. Id.

Potential Federal Court Rulings on 
Evidence 

Thank You!

Assessment to followɎ
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Interview Techniques 
for Title IX Investigators 

Under the New 
Regulations

Dr. Jennifer R. Hammat 

Dean of Students                                         
University of Southern Indiana 

TRACK 1 ɀTitle IX Coordinators

TRACK 3 ɀTitle IX Investigators

This Module is Designed for 

Unless otherwise noted, source: Department of Education, 

Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or 

Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance , 85 Fed. Reg. 

30026 (May 19, 2020)(final rule) (online at 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR -2020-05-

19/pdf/2020 -10512.pdf ). 

Reference 

The Department has given you some flexibility here. As you draft 

your policies and procedures, you have a decision to make about 

how you conduct your investigations. This is largely based on 

your staffing level and if you intend to have your investigator 

make any determinations of credibility of evidence and/or 

parties (Obama era investigations). It is one of the decisions you 

will need to make as a campus. If you stay the course, and 

continue to have investigators determine credibility and 

relevance, very little changes. If you decide they will not do this, 

investigations change significantly. 

Decisions and Flexibility

The Department notes that nothing in the final regulations precludes a 
recipient from carrying out its responsibilities under § 106.45 by 
outsourcing such responsibilities to professionally trained investigators 
and adjudicators outside the recipientɅs own operations. The Department 
declines to impose a requirement that Title IX Coordinators, investigators, 
or decision -makers be licensed attorneys (or otherwise to specify the 
qualifications or experience needed for a recipient to fill such positions), 
because leaving recipients as much flexibility as possible to fulfill the 
obligations that must be performed by such individuals will make it more 
likely that all recipients reasonably can meet their Title IX responsibilities. 

Id. at 30105.

Outsourcing Is an Option 

Section 106.45(b)(7) specifies that the decision -maker must be a 

different person from the Title IX Coordinator or investigator, 

but the final regulations do not preclude a Title IX Coordinator 

from also serving as the investigator. 

Id. at 30135 n.596.

A note about §106.45(b)(7)
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Requires recipients to investigate formal complaints in a manner 
that:

ÅKeeps the burden of proof and burden of gathering evidence on the 
recipient while protecting every partyɅs right to consent to the use 
of the partyɅs own medical, psychological, and similar treatment 
records; 

ÅProvides the parties equal opportunity to present fact and expert 
witnesses and other inculpatory and exculpatory evidence; 

ÅDoes not restrict the parties from discussing the allegations or 
gathering evidence; Id. at 30053.

§ 106.45(b)(5)(i) -(vii)

ÅGives the parties equal opportunity to select an advisor of the 

partyɅs choice (who may be, but does not need to be, an attorney); 

ÅRequires written notice when a partyɅs participation is invited or 

expected for an interview, meeting, or hearing; 

ÅProvide both parties equal opportunity to review and respond to 

the evidence gathered during the investigation; and

ÅSends both parties the recipientɅs investigative report summarizing 

the relevant evidence, prior to reaching a determination regarding 

responsibility. Id. at 30053.

106.45(b)(5)(i) -(vii) continued

Training 

ÅTreats complainants and respondents equitably by 
recognizing the need for complaints to receive remedies where 
a respondent is determined responsible and for respondents 
to face disciplinary sanctions only after a fair process 
determines responsibility; 

ÅObjectively evaluates all relevant evidence both inculpatory 
and exculpatory, and ensures that rules voluntarily adopted 
by a recipient treat the parties equally; 

Id. at 30053.

§ 106.45(b)(1)(i) -(x)

ÅRequires Title IX Coordinators, investigators, decision -makers, 
and persons who facilitate informal resolutions to be free 
from conflicts of interest and bias and trained to serve 
impartially without prejudging the facts at issue ; 

ÅPresumes the non -responsibility of respondents until 
conclusions of the grievance process; 

ÅIncludes reasonably prompt time frames for the grievance 
process; 

Id. at 30053 (emphasis added).

§ 106.45(b)(1)(i) -(x) continued

Åϥnforms all parties of critical information about recipientɅs 
procedures including the range of remedies and disciplinary 
sanctions a recipient may impose, the standard of evidence 
applied by the recipient to all formal complaints of sexual 
harassment under Title IX (which must be either the 
preponderance of the evidence standard, or the clear and 
convincing evidence standard), the recipientɅs appeal procedures, 
and the range of supportive measures available to both parties; 
and 

ÅProtects any legally recognized privilege from being pierced during 
a grievance process. Id. at 30053.

§ 106.45(b)(1)(i) -(x) continued
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Å ɈBest practicesɉ/ɉExpertsɉ/Certification

Å Impartiality of Title IX operatives

Å No bias

Å No conflicts of interest

Å No sexual stereotypes in training materials

Å Training on the institutionɅs specific policies, procedures and processes

Å Training on Ɉrelevanceɉ of evidence for investigations and hearings

Å Training on technology used in hearings

Å We assume that all recipients will need to train their Title IX Coordinators, an investigator, any 
person designated by a recipient to facilitate an informal resolution process (e.g., a mediator), 
and two decision -makers (assuming an additional decision -maker for appeals). We assume this 
training will take approximately eight hours for all staff at the . . . IHE level.  

Id. at 30567.

Training 

Investigations 

ÅA formal complaint has been received (and signed). 

ÅAn initial meeting with the Title IX Coordinator has happened 
to provide support measures.

ÅA notice of investigation has gone out to both parties.

ÅThe case has been assigned to you (the investigator) or as the 
Title IX Coordinator, you are the investigator, or you have 
outsourced the investigation.

ÅThe investigator has read the formal complaint. 

ÅWhich route for investigations has your school opted for?
ÅInvestigations with or without credibility assessments?  

What has happened? 

ÅRead the Formal Complaint 

ÅWrite out the questions you have about the report on first read. 

ÅRead the Formal Complaint again. 

ÅWhat additional questions do you have about the incident narrative. 

ÅWho is identified in the Formal Complaint you feel you need to interview. 

ÅWhat questions do you have for those individuals? 

ÅHave all of these typed out ahead of the first interview. 

ÅRevise and update with additional questions and witnesses as 

you go. 

Preparing your questions pre -interview 

(iv) Provide the parties with the same opportunities to have 
others present during any grievance proceeding, including the 
opportunity to be accompanied to any related meeting or 
proceeding by the advisor of their choice, who may be, but is 
not required to be, an attorney, and not limit the choice or 
presence of advisor for either the complainant or respondent in 
any meeting or grievance proceeding; however, the recipient 
may establish restrictions regarding the extent to which the 
advisor may participate in the proceedings, as long as the 
restrictions apply equally to both parties;

§ 106.45(b)(5)(iv)

ÅTitle IX investigation framework is good practice for other 

kinds of investigations: 

ÅCode of Conduct violations 

ÅThreat assessment or BIT concerns investigations

ÅEducational conversations with student 

ÅAcademic Integrity case investigations 

ÅHazing investigations 

Crossover interview techniques
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Fact Finding and Data 
Collection

(with credibility 
assessment) 

ÅIntroduce yourself

ÅIs small talk appropriate? Build rapport. Establish baseline 
responses*

ÅExplain your role

ÅExplain you will be note/taking/recording the interview for 
notes 

ÅAsk interviewee to share their recollections of the incident. 
ÅDo not interrupt the narrative

ÅLet them talk until they are done 

ÅFollow up questions later

How to start an interview

You are NOT a partyɅs lawyer, advisor, counselor, parent, or friend

You ARE an investigator and a facilitator

You ARE free from bias

You ARE free from prejudgment

You ARE interested in finding out fact about the incident 

You ARE interested in the truth

Being ϥmpartial ɮ Being a Robot 

You can be a neutral fact-finder and still show empathy and kindness.

Investigation spaces should be judgement free zones

Remember your role

ÅWhen seeking clarification after the partyɅs initial recollection 
of the event, try to ask questions that build confidence and put 
them at ease. 

ÅɈYou said you left the party around 1am, is that correct?ɉ 

ÅɈYou said you recalled having three cups of Ʉred solo cupɅ 
punch, is that right?ɉ 

ÅIf they are describing a location, it might be helpful to ask them 

to sketch out the room for you (if it is a residence hall, you 
should have those schematics on your computer to pull 
up/print out). 

Follow -up questions 

ÅWhen asking harder questions about the order of events, or 
specifics about the conversation or activities, you may run into 
a series of Ɉϥ donɅt knowɉ or Ɉϥ canɅt rememberɉ statements. 
ThatɅs ok. 

ÅReassure the party its ok that they cannot remember or donɅt 
know. 

ÅYou can move to another question or kind of questioning. 

ÅIf you hit a memory gap,  ask them some sensory questions to 
see if it triggers any memories. Often there are memories they 
cannot access unless you ask the question from a different 
lens.  

Clarifications 

ÅɈCan you draw what you 

experienced?ɉ

ÅɈWhat were you feeling 

when XYZ occurred?ɉ

ÅɈWhat did you smell?ɉ

ÅɈCan you show me?ɉ

ÅɈWhat were you feeling 

when you were kissing?ɉ

ÅɈTell me more about that.ɉ

ÅɈWhat did you hear?ɉ

ÅɈTell me about his/her 
eyes.ɉ

ÅɈWhat can you not forget?ɉ

Source: Russell Strand, Frontline Training Conference, 

2018

Sense and Feel questions 
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ÅAnyone you speak with about alleged sexual harassment 

(complainant, respondent, or witnesses) could have experienced 

or still be experiencing trauma as a result of the alleged situation. 

ÅBe cognizant that talking to you may be very difficult for the 

parties. 

ÅRemember to document their experience with as little interruption 

as possible. Follow -up questions should be limited. 

ÅIdeally, you want the party being interviewed to do most of the 

speaking. Modified from: Russell Strand, Frontline Training Conference, 2018

A word about trauma

ÅBaseline knowledge = 

ÅHow to evaluate risk

ÅFactors to consider in decision -making

ÅMedically accurate knowledge of sex, reproduction, sexual health

ÅAbility to navigate interpersonal relationships

ÅCommunication skills

ÅConflict resolution skills

ÅEmotional intelligence

ÅNot all students know the same thing about the same 
things 

Meet the student where they are: 

Gathering and Evaluating 
Evidence (with Credibility 

Assessment) 

VERBAL 

ÅInterviews with:

ÅParties 

ÅWitnesses 

ÅOthers with relevant 

information

PHYSICAL 

ÅImages (photos and videos)

ÅText messages 

ÅScreen shots

ÅDocuments

ÅE-mails

ÅSecurity footage

ÅMedical records 

Types of Evidence 

ÅInculpatory evidence

ÅExculpatory evidence 

ÅRelevant to the allegations

ÅRape shield law protections 

ÅWitnesses to interview 

ÅIf they know of others with similar experiences 

ÅCharacter testimony is permitted 

Ask them for evidence they want reviewed

ÅCredibility = Ɉthe accuracy and reliability of evidence.ɉ

ÅA credibility assessment is necessary for each piece of 

evidence considered in the investigation. 

Source: Nedda Black, J.D., et al., The ATIXA Playbook: Best Practices for the Post -Regulatory Era at 101 (ATIXA, 2017). 

Credibility of the Parties and Evidence
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Åϥf there are conflicting versions of relevant events, the employer will have to weigh each partyɅs credibility. Credibility 
assessments can be critical in determining whether the alleged harassment in fact occurred. Factors to consider 
include:

Å Inherent plausibility : Is the testimony believable on its face? Does it make sense?

Å Demeanor: Did the person seem to be telling the truth or lying?

Å Motive to falsify: Did the person have a reason to lie?

Å Corroboration: Is there witness testimony (such as testimony by eye -witnesses, people who saw the person soon after 
the alleged incidents, or people who discussed the incidents with him or her at around the time that they occurred) 
or physical evidence (such as written documentation) that corroborates the partyɅs testimony?

Å Past record: Did the alleged harasser have a history of similar behavior in the past?

Å None of the above factors are determinative as to credibility. For example, the fact that there are no eye -witnesses to 
the alleged harassment by no means necessarily defeats the complainantɅs credibility, since harassment often occurs 
behind closed doors. Furthermore, the fact that the alleged harasser engaged in similar behavior in the past does not 
necessarily mean that he or she did so again.

Credibility: EEOC Guidance 

ÅɈThe investigator is obligated to gather evidence directly 
related to the allegations whether or not the recipient intends 
to rely on such evidence (for instance, where evidence is 
directly related to the allegations but the investigator does 
not believe the evidence to be credible and thus does not 
intend to rely on it). 

ÅThe parties may then inspect and review the evidence directly 
related to the allegations. The investigator must take into 
consideration the partiesɅ responses and then determine what 
evidence is relevant and summarize the evidence in the 
investigative report.ɉ 

Id. at 30248.

Investigative relevance 

ɈThe parties then have equal opportunity to review the investigative 

report; if a party disagrees with an investigatorɅs determination 

about relevance, the party can make that argument in the partyɅs 

written response to the investigative report under § 106.45(b)(5)(vii) 

and to the decision -maker at any hearing held; either way the 

decision -maker is obligated to objectively evaluate all relevant 

evidence and the parties have the opportunity to argue about what 

is relevant (and about the persuasiveness of relevant evidence).ɉ 

Id. at 30249.

Investigative relevance continued

Section 106.45(b)(7) also helps prevent injection of bias into 

Title IX sexual harassment grievance processes, by requiring 

transparent descriptions of the steps taken in an investigation 

and explanation of the reasons why objective evaluation of the 

evidence supports findings of facts and conclusions based on 

those facts . 

Id. at 30389 (emphasis added). 

§ 106.45(b)(7)

The final regulations permit exchange of all evidence Ɉdirectly 

related to the allegations in a formal complaintɉ during the 

investigation, but require the investigator to only summarize 

Ɉrelevantɉ evidence in the investigative report (which would exclude 

sexual history information deemed by these final regulations to be 

Ɉnot relevantɉ), and require the decision-maker to objectively 

evaluate only Ɉrelevantɉ evidence during the hearing and when 

reaching the determination regarding responsibility. 

Id. at 30352.

An Investigative Note about Rape Shield Laws 

To further reinforce the importance of correct application of the 

rape shield protections, we have revised § 106.45(b)(6)(i) to 

explicitly stat that only relevant questions may be asked, and 

the decision -maker must determine the relevance of each cross -

examination questions before a party or witness must answer.  

Id. at 30352.

Rape Shield Continued 
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ɈThe investigator is obligated to gather evidence directly related to 
the allegations whether or not the recipient intends to rely on such 
evidence (for instance, where evidence is directly related to the 
allegations but the recipientɅs investigator does not believe the 
evidence to be credible and thus does not intend to rely on it). The 
parties may then inspect and review the evidence directly related to 
the allegations. The investigator must take into consideration the 
partiesɅ responses and then determine what evidence is relevant and 
summarize the relevant evidence in the investigative report .ɉ 

Id. at 30352 (internal citations omitted).

Obligations 

ɈThe parties then have equal opportunity to review the investigative 

report; if a party disagrees with an investigatorɅs determination 

about relevance, the party can make that argument in the partyɅs 

written response to the investigative report under § 106.45(b)(5)(vii) 

and to the decision -maker at any hearing held; either way the 

decision -maker is obligated to objectively evaluate all relevant 

evidence and the parties have the opportunity to argue about what 

is relevant (and about the persuasiveness of relevant evidence).ɉ 

Id. at 30248 -49.

Obligations Continued 

Without Credibility 
Assessment 

ÅCross purpose. The purpose of the hearing is to determine 
credibility of all the parties and all the evidence. If the investigator 

does this, one could later assert bias against the investigator for 
making their assessment of the parties and/or the evidence. 

ÅTime. Investigations that accept information, gather documents, and 
statements, and provide a relevance review of said documents 

would make for an effective summary of the investigative materials 
presented for the hearing to sort through. 

ÅRepetition . Anything anyone says to you, they will have to say again 
at the hearing and be subject to cross -examination, or it wonɅt be 
considered. 

Why would you consider this? 

Bias, Impartiality, 
Conflicts of Interest, Sex 
Stereotypes

Section 106.45(b)(1)(iii) requires Title IX Coordinators, 

investigators, decision -makers, and individuals who facilitate 

any informal resolution process to be free of bias or conflicts of 

interest for or against complainants or respondents and to be 

trained on how to serve impartially .
Id. at 30103 (emphasis added).

Bias/Conflict of Interest 
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With respect to the claim of bias, we observe that the committee 
members are entitled to a presumption of honesty and integrity 
unless actual bias, such as personal animosity, illegal prejudice, or a 
personal or financial stake in the outcome can be proven. . . . The 
allegations Ikpeazu makes in support of his bias claim are generally 
insufficient to show the kind of actual bias from which we could 
conclude that the committee members acted unlawfully.

Ikpeazu v. University of Nebraska , 775 F.2d 250, 254                                                                    

(8th Cir. 1985) (internal citations omitted, emphasis added).

ɈBiasɉ in Ikpeazu v. University of Nebraska

ÅPersonal animosity

ÅIllegal prejudice

ÅPersonal or financial stake in the outcome

ÅBias can relate to:

ÅSex, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability or 

immigration status, financial ability or other characteristic

Id. at 30084 (emphasis added). 

Bias

The Department declines to specify that training of Title IX 

personnel must include implicit bias training ; the nature of the 

training required under § 106.45(b)(1)(iii) is left to the 

recipientɅs discretion so long as it achieves the provisionɅs 

directive that such training provide instruction on how to serve 

impartially and avoid prejudgment of the facts at issue, 

conflicts of interest, and bias, and that materials used in such 

training avoid sex stereotypes. 

Id. at 30084 (emphasis added).

Does DOE require Ɉϥmplicit Biasɉ training?

Remember, other modules in the NASPA Title IX Training 

Certificate curriculum address student conduct, Title IX 

hearings, Title IX investigations, report writing, informal 

resolution, FERPA/records management, evidence, etc.

Final Thought 

Thank YouɎ

Assessment will follow. 

Constructing a Report 

Dr. Jennifer R. Hammat 

Dean of Students                                        
University of Southern Indiana 
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TRACK 1 ɀTitle IX Coordinators

TRACK 3 ɀTitle IX Investigators

This Module is Designed for 

Unless otherwise noted, source: Department of Education, 

Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or 

Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance , 85 Fed. Reg. 

30026 (May 19, 2020)(final rule) (online at 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR -2020-05-

19/pdf/2020 -10512.pdf ). 

Reference 

The Department notes that nothing in the final regulations precludes a 
recipient from carrying out its responsibilities under § 106.45 by 
outsourcing such responsibilities to professionally trained investigators 
and adjudicators outside the recipientɅs own operations. The Department 
declines to impose a requirement that Title IX Coordinators, investigators, 
or decision -makers be licensed attorneys (or otherwise to specify the 
qualifications or experience needed for a recipient to fill such positions), 
because leaving recipients as much flexibility as possible to fulfill the 
obligations that must be performed by such individuals will make it more 
likely that all recipients reasonably can meet their Title IX responsibilities. 

Id. at 30105.

Outsourcing Is an Option 

Section 106.45(b)(1)(iii) requires Title IX Coordinators, 

investigators, decision -makers, and individuals who facilitate 

any informal resolution process to be free of bias or conflicts of 

interest for or against complainants or respondents and to be 

trained on how to serve impartially .
Id. at 30103 (emphasis added).

Bias/Conflict of Interest 

Investigation Obligations  

Requires recipients to investigate formal complaints in a manner that: 

ÅKeeps the burden of proof and burden of gathering evidence on the 
recipient while protecting every partyɅs right to consent to the use of the 
partyɅs own medical, psychological, and similar treatment records; 

ÅProvides the parties equal opportunity to present fact and expert 
witnesses and other inculpatory and exculpatory evidence; 

ÅGives the parties equal opportunity to select an advisor of the partyɅs 
choice (who may be an attorney, but does not need to be, an attorney);

Id. at 30053.

§ 106.45(b)(5)(i) -(vii) 
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ÅRequires written notices when a partyɅs participation is invited 

or expected for an interview, meeting, or hearing; 

ÅProvides both parties equal opportunity to review and 

respond to the evidence gathered during the investigation; 

ÅSends both parties the recipientɅs investigative report 

summarizing the relevant evidence, prior to reaching a 

determination regarding responsibility. 

Id. at 30053.

§ 106.45(b)(5)(i) -(vii) continued

We agree that the final regulations seek to provide strong, clear 

procedural protections to complainants and respondents, 

including apprising both parties of the evidence the 

investigator has determined to be relevant, in order to 

adequately prepare for a hearing (if one is required or 

otherwise provided) and to submit responses about the 

investigative report for the decision -maker to consider even 

when I hearing is not required or otherwise provided. 

Id. at 30309.

Report Purpose  

ÅA valuable part of this process is giving parties (and advisors who 

are providing assistance to the parties) adequate time to review, 

assess, and respond to the investigative report in order to fairly 

prepare for the live hearing or submit arguments to a decision -

maker where a hearing is not required or otherwise provided. 

ÅIn the context of a grievance process that involves multiple 

complainants, multiple respondents, or both, a recipient may issue 

a single investigative report. 

Id. at 30309.

Report purpose and combining continued 

The Department does not wish to prohibit the investigator from 

including recommended findings or conclusions in the 

investigative report. However, the decision -maker is under an 

independent obligation to objectively evaluate relevant 

evidence, and thus cannot simply defer to recommendations 

made by the investigator in the investigative report. 

Id. at 30308.

Findings or Conclusions in Report? 

Elements of the 
Investigative Report 

The Department takes no position here on such elements beyond 

what is required in these final regulations; namely, that the 

investigative report must fairly summarize relevant evidence. We 

note that the decision -maker must prepare a written determination 

regarding responsibility that must contain certain specific elements 

(for instance, a description of procedural steps taken during an 

investigation) and so a recipient may wish to instruct the 

investigator to include such matters in the investigative report, but 

these final regulations do not prescribe the contents of the 

investigative report other than specifying its core purpose of 

summarizing relevant evidence. Id. at 30310.

No Position 
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ÅAllowing the parties to review and respond to the investigative 
report is important to providing the parties with notice of the 
evidence the recipient intends to rely on in deciding whether the 
evidence supports the allegations under investigation. 

ÅThese final regulations do not prescribe a process for the inclusion 
of additional support information or for amending or 
supplementing the investigative report in light of the partiesɅ 
responses after reviewing the report. 

Id. at 30310.

Why review the report?

ÅRecipients enjoy discretion with respect to whether and how to 

amend and supplement the investigative report as long as any 

such rules and practices apply equally to both parties, under the 

revised introductory sentences of § 106.45(b).              Id. at 30310.

ÅA recipient may require all parties to submit any evidence that they 

would like the investigator to consider prior to the finalization of 

the investigative report thereby allowing each party to respond to 

the evidence in the investigative report sent to the parties under §

106.45(b)(5)(vii). Id. at 30310 -11.

Discretion

A recipient also may provide both parties with an opportunity 

to respond to any additional evidence the other party proposes 

after reviewing the investigative report. If a recipient allows 

parties to provide additional evidence in response to the 

investigative report, any such additional evidence will not 

qualify as new evidence that was reasonably available at the 

time the determination regarding responsibility was made for 

purposes of appeal under § 106.45(b)(8)(i)(B).    

Id. at 30311.

Discretion continued

ÅɈThe investigator is obligated to gather evidence directly 
related to the allegations whether or not the recipient intends 
to rely on such evidence (for instance, where evidence is 
directly related to the allegations but the investigator does 
not believe the evidence to be credible and thus does not 
intend to rely on it). 

ÅThe parties may then inspect and review the evidence directly 
related to the allegations. The investigator must take into 
consideration the partiesɅ responses and then determine what 
evidence is relevant and summarize the evidence in the 
investigative report.ɉ Id. at 30248.

Reminders 

ɈThe parties then have equal opportunity to review the investigative 

report; if a party disagrees with an investigatorɅs determination 

about relevance, the party can make that argument in the partyɅs 

written response to the investigative report under § 106.45(b)(5)(vii) 

and to the decision -maker at any hearing held; either way the 

decision -maker is obligated to objectively evaluate all relevant 

evidence and the parties have the opportunity to argue about what 

is relevant (and about the persuasiveness of relevant evidence).ɉ 

Id. at 30248 -49.

Reminders continued

Section 106.45(b)(7) also helps prevent injection of bias into 

Title IX sexual harassment grievance processes, by requiring 

transparent descriptions of the steps taken in an investigation 

and explanation of the reasons why objective evaluation of the 

evidence supports findings of facts and conclusions based on 

those facts . 

Id. at 30389 (emphasis added). 

§ 106.45(b)(7)
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Report Sections to 
Consider 

I. BACKGROUND AND REPORTED CONDUCT 

ÅSummary of allegation goes here. Identify the names of 

the CP and RP here and the Investigator.  [One paragraph 

summary]. 

Background

II. JURISDICTION

ÅThis office houses the Title IX Office which has campus -

wide responsibility for investigating alleged violations of 

the Sexual Harassment Policy. This office responds to 

claims of harassment (including sexual assault), stalking, 

dating violence, domestic violence, and retaliation brought 

forward by students, employees or third parties.

Jurisdiction 

III. SCOPE OF THE INVESTIGATION 

Å[This is the timeline and details pertinent to the case. It is 
the record of when it was reported.  If a No Contact Order 
was issued.  When parties were notified, interviewed, 
submitted evidence, asked for additional parties to be 
interviewed, and if they rescheduled or didnɅt respond. 

ÅThis is the accounting for the time it took for the 
investigation. It will match what is in the file, (in emails 
and in phone logs). (1 -2 paragraphs).] 

Scope 

ÅParties interviewed:

ÅComplainant Name, in -person interviews on February 7, 2019

ÅRespondent Name, in -person interview on February 8, 2019

ÅWitness 1 Name, in -person interview on February 9, 2019

ÅWitness 2 Name, in -person interview on February 10, 2019

ÅWitness 3 Name, in -person interview on February 11, 2019

ÅWitness 4 Name, in -person interview on February 12, 2019

Scope continued 

ÅDocumentary evidence acquired:

ÅWritten statement of Complainant Name, dated February 5, 2019

ÅText message correspondence between CP Name and Witness 1 
Name (received February 21, 2019) 

ÅText message correspondence between CP Name and Witness 2 
Name (received February 21, 2019) 

ÅText message correspondence between Witness 2 Name and 
Witness 3 Name (received February 18, 2019) 

ÅVideo shared by Witness 4, February 20, 2019

ÅPhotographs shared by Witness 3 and Witness 4, February 21, 2019

Scope continued
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IV. RELEVANT POLICY AND LAW PROHIBITING SEXUAL 
HARASSMENT (INCLUDING SEXUAL ASSAULT) AND 
RETALIATION 

ÅThis is straight from your policy. What are the relevant 
policy prohibitions you have published with regard to 
sexual harassment (the definitions and why it is being 
investigated).

ÅIn this new format, this section could be optional, we 
included it to make the investigative report complete. 

Relevant policies** 

V. INVESTIGATION SUMMARY

A. Statement Summary of the Parties

Complainant: 

Respondent: 

B. Documentary Evidence: 

Below is the list of the documentary evidence reviewed for this report:

ÅDocumentation and investigative files obtained by the Title IX Investigator;

ÅThe written statement provided by the COMPLAINANT and evidence; 

ÅThe written statement provided by the RESPONDENT and evidence; and  

ÅUniversity policies.

Investigation SUMMARY

VI. ANALYSIS

A. Standard of Evidence: Preponderance of the Evidence 

Findings in this investigative report are based on a Ɉpreponderance of the evidenceɉ standard. ϥn 
other words, after reviewing all of the evidence, including the relative credibility of the parties and 
their statements during interviews, whether it is more likely than not that the conduct occurred as 
alleged. If the conduct did occur as alleged, then an analysis is completed to determine whether 
the conduct violated University policy. (Please note: the reportɅs findings do not reach conclusions 
whether the alleged conduct violated state or federal laws, but instead address whether the 
UniversityɅs policies were violated).

B. Fact Finding

a) A list of the facts discovered during the investigation 

b) A summary of the facts/details agreed and disagreed upon by the CP and RP

c) This is the nuts and bolts of what happened 

Analysis (this could be relevance or credibility)** 

C. Summary of the Analysis 

Åϥn the instant caseɎ (This is the narrative of the information learned, from all 
parties, in a summary presentation of what was learned, and the analysis applied 
to that factual information) 

[ϥf Affirmative Consent is in Question:] if something like this is in your policyɎ 

ÅIn evaluating Affirmative Consent in cases of alleged incapacitation, the University 
asks two questions: 

Å1) Did the person initiating sexual activity know that the other party was 
incapacitated? If not, 

Å2) Should a sober, reasonable person in the same situation have known that the 
other party was incapacitated? 

Åϥf the answer to the first question is ɈYES,ɉ Affirmative Consent was absent, and 
the conduct is likely a violation of this policy. 

Summary of the Analysis** 

ÅD. Credibility Assessment 

ÅAccording to the Equal Employment Opportunity CommissionɅs Enforcement Guidance on Vicarious Employer Liability 
for Unlawful Harassment by Supervisors dated June 18, 1999: 

Åϥf there are conflicting versions of relevant events, the employer will have to weigh each partyɅs credibility. 
Credibility assessments can be critical in determining whether the alleged harassment in fact occurred. Factors to 
consider include: 

Å Inherent plausibility: Is the testimony believable on its face? Does it make sense? 

ÅDemeanor: Did the person seem to be telling the truth or lying? 

ÅMotive to falsify: Did the person have a reason to lie? 

ÅCorroboration: Is there witness testimony (such as testimony by eye -witnesses, people who saw the person soon 
after the alleged incidents, or people who discussed the incidents with him or her at around the time that they 
occurred) or physical evidence (such as written documentation) that corroborates the partyɅs testimony? 

Å Past record: Did the alleged harasser have a history of similar behavior in the past? 

ÅNone of the above factors are determinative as to credibility. For example, the fact that there are no eye -witnesses 
to the alleged harassment by no means necessarily defeats the complainantɅs credibility, since harassment often 
occurs behind closed doors. Furthermore, the fact that the alleged harasser engaged in similar behavior in the past 
does not necessarily mean that he or she did so again. 

Credibility Assessment** 

ÅThese factors will now be assessed for the purposes of this 

investigation. 

ÅThe ComplainantɎ 

ÅThe RespondentɎ

ÅThe WitnessesɎ 

Credibility Assessment** 
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ÅList of the evidence provided 

ÅSummary of whether determined to be relevant or not 

ÅCan break this out by inculpatory and exculpatory

ÅOne party may provide more than the other

ÅMake sure you assign who provided the evidence in the 

summary of evidence (and the dates received in the 

timeline of events ɀevidence is often sent after interviews 

with the investigator). 

Relevant Evidence 
VII. CONCLUSION

Å The investigator finds that the credible evidence evidence supports a possible violation(s) of the UniversityɅs 
Sexual Harassment policy . This report will be forwarded to the decision -maker.  OR

Å The investigator finds the credible evidence does not support a possible violation(s) of the UniversityɅs Sexual 
Harassment policy . This report will be forwarded to the decision -maker. 

VII. RECOMMENDATIONS

Å As a Title IX matter, the University has the authority to evaluate the allegations and make findings as applied 
to students and employees for disciplinary purposes. The investigator recommends that the Respondent 
should go through the live hearing process for possible violations of the University Sexual Harassment Policy. 
In similarly situated cases of this nature, a common outcome has been Suspension from the University.  OR 

Å As a Title IX matter, the University has the authority to evaluate the allegations and make findings as applied 
to students and employees for disciplinary purposes. The investigator does not recommend the Respondent 
should go through the live hearing process for possible violations of the University Sexual Harassment Policy. 

Conclusions and/or Recommendations** 

ÅDraft up a template that works for your school 

ÅDraft it together

ÅHave counsel review it 

ÅHave students review it 

ÅHave academics review it

ÅYou want this template to be the blueprint all investigator 
use

ÅModify as you need. Keep it simple. 

Involve your colleagues 

Bias, Impartiality, Conflicts of 
Interest, Sex Stereotypes

Section 106.45(b)(1)(iii) requires Title IX Coordinators, 

investigators, decision -makers, and individuals who facilitate 

any informal resolution process to be free of bias or conflicts of 

interest for or against complainants or respondents and to be 

trained on how to serve impartially .
Id. at 30103 (emphasis added).

Bias/Conflict of Interest 

ÅWith respect to the claim of bias, we observe that the committee 
members are entitled to a presumption of honesty and integrity 
unless actual bias, such as personal animosity, illegal prejudice, or 
a personal or financial stake in the outcome can be proven. . . . 
The allegations Ikpeazu makes in support of his bias claim are 
generally insufficient to show the kind of actual bias from which 
we could conclude that the committee members acted unlawfully.

Ikpeazu v. University of Nebraska , 775 F.2d 250, 254                                                                    

(8th Cir. 1985) (internal citations omitted, emphasis added).

ɈBiasɉ in Ikpeazu v. University of Nebraska
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ÅPersonal animosity

ÅIllegal prejudice

ÅPersonal or financial stake in the outcome

ÅBias can relate to:

ÅSex, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability or 

immigration status, financial ability or other characteristic

Id. at 30084 (emphasis added). 

Bias

The Department declines to specify that training of Title IX 

personnel must include implicit bias training ; the nature of the 

training required under § 106.45(b)(1)(iii) is left to the 

recipientɅs discretion so long as it achieves the provisionɅs 

directive that such training provide instruction on how to serve 

impartially and avoid prejudgment of the facts at issue, 

conflicts of interest, and bias, and that materials used in such 

training avoid sex stereotypes. 

Id. at 30084 (emphasis added).

Does DOE require Ɉϥmplicit Biasɉ training?

Remember, other modules in the NASPA Title IX Training 

Certificate curriculum address student conduct, Title IX 

hearings, Title IX investigations, report writing, informal 

resolution, FERPA/records management, evidence, etc.

Final Thought 

Thank YouɎ

Assessment will follow. 

Imagining Title IX 
Hearing Proceedings 

Under the New 
Regulations 

Peter Lake                                                           
Professor of Law, Charles A. Dana Chair, and 
Director of the Center for Excellence in Higher 
Education Law and Policy, Stetson University 
College of Law

Dr. Jennifer R. Hammat                                            
Dean of Students, University of Southern Indiana 

Copyrighted material. May not be 
reproduced without permission.

TRACK 1 ɀTitle IX Coordinators

TRACK 2 ɀTitle IX Decision -Makers and Student 

Conduct Administrators

This Module is Designed for 
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Unless otherwise noted, source: Department of Education, 

Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or Activities 

Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 

2020)(final rule) (online at https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR -

2020-05-19/pdf/2020 -10512.pdf ). 

Reference 

We will discuss topics more in depth in the live virtual 

session, including:

ÅSupportive Measures, Sanctions and Remedies

ÅConsent

ÅAdvisors

ÅSpecial Issues in Cross-Examination

ÅNo-Shows and Failure to Submit to Cross-Examination

ÅAppeals

[Some of these topics are also covered in other pre -recorded modules.]

This Module is an Overview

Live Hearings and     
Decision -Makers  

The Department emphasizes that the decision -maker must not 

only be a separate person from any investigator, but the 

decision -maker is under an obligation to objectively evaluate 

all relevant evidence both inculpatory and exculpatory, and 

must therefore independently reach a determination regarding 

responsibility without giving deference to the investigative 

report. Id. at 30314 (emphasis added).

Separate Decision -Maker(s)

[T]he decision -maker will be trained in how to conduct a 

grievance process, including 

ÅHow to determine relevance 

ÅHow to apply the rape shield protections

ÅHow . . . to determine the relevance of a cross -examination 

question before a party or witness must answer.    

Id. at 30353 (bullets added).

Decision -Maker Training Mandates

The Department also notes that the final regulations require a 
trained investigator to prepare an investigative report 
summarizing relevant evidence, and permit the decision -maker 
on the decision -makerɅs own initiative to ask questions and 
elicit testimony from parties and witnesses , as part of the 
recipientɅs burden to reach a determination regarding 
responsibility based on objective evaluation of all relevant 
evidence including inculpatory and exculpatory evidence. 

Id. at 30332.

Eliciting Testimony
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(6) Hearings. 

(i) For postsecondary institutions, the recipientɅs grievance process 
must provide for a live hearing. At the live hearing, the 
decisionmaker(s) must permit each partyɅs advisor to ask the other 
party and any witnesses all relevant questions and follow -up 
questions, including those challenging credibility. Such cross -
examination at the live hearing must be conducted directly, orally, 
and in real time by the partyɅs advisor of choice and never by a party 
personally, notwithstanding the discretion of the recipient under 
paragraph (b)(5)(iv) of this section to otherwise restrict the extent to 
which advisors may participate in the proceedings. 

§106.45(b)(6)(i)  Live Hearings & Cross -Examination

At the request of either party, the recipient must provide for the live hearing to occur 
with the parties located in separate rooms with technology enabling the decision -
maker(s) and parties to simultaneously see and hear the party or the witness answering 
questions. 

Only relevant cross -examination and other questions may be asked of a party or witness. 
Before a complainant, respondent, or witness answers a cross -examination or other 
question, the decision -maker(s) must first determine whether the question is relevant 
and explain any decision to exclude a question as not relevant. 

If a party does not have an advisor present at the live hearing, the recipient must provide 
without fee or charge to that party, an advisor of the recipientɅs choice, who may be, but 
is not required to be, an attorney, to conduct cross -examination on behalf of that party.

§106.45(b)(6)(i)  Live Hearings & Cross -Examination

(emphasis added)

Questions and evidence about the complainantɅs sexual 

predisposition or prior sexual behavior are not relevant, unless 

such questions and evidence about the complainantɅs prior 

sexual behavior are offered to prove that someone other than 

the respondent committed the conduct alleged by the 

complainant, or if the questions and evidence concern specific 

incidents of the complainantɅs prior sexual behavior with 

respect to the respondent and are offered to prove consent.

§106.45(b)(6)(i)  Rape Shield & Cross -Examination

If a party or witness does not submit to cross -examination at 

the live hearing, the decision -maker(s) must not rely on any 

statement of that party or witness in reaching a determination 

regarding responsibility; provided, however, that the decision -

maker(s) cannot draw an inference about the determination 

regarding responsibility based solely on a partyɅs or witnessɅs 

absence from the live hearing or refusal to answer cross -

examination or other questions. 

§106.45(b)(6)(i)  ɈHearsayɉ

Live hearings pursuant to this paragraph may be conducted 

with all parties physically present in the same geographic 

location or, at the recipientɅs discretion, any or all parties, 

witnesses, and other participants may appear at the live 

hearing virtually, with technology enabling participants 

simultaneously to see and hear each other. 

Recipients must create an audio or audiovisual recording, or 

transcript, of any live hearing and make it available to the 

parties for inspection and review. 

§106.45(b)(6)(i)  Staging a Live Hearing

(3) Dismissal of a formal complaint Ɂ

(i) The recipient must investigate the allegations in a formal complaint. 
If the conduct alleged in the formal complaint would not constitute 
sexual harassment as defined in § 106.30 even if proved, did not occur 

in the recipientɅs education program or activity, or did not occur 
against a person in the United States, then the recipient must dismiss 
the formal complaint with regard to that conduct for purposes of 
sexual harassment under title IX or this part; such a dismissal does not 
preclude action under another provision of the recipientɅs code of 
conduct. 

§ 106.45(b)(3)(i) ɁMandatory Dismissal

(emphasis added)
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The recipient may dismiss the formal complaint or any allegations 

therein, if at any time during the investigation or hearing : 

ÅA complainant notifies the Title IX Coordinator in writing that the 

complainant would like to withdraw the formal complaint or any 

allegations therein; 

ÅThe respondent is no longer enrolled or employed by the recipient; or 

Åspecific circumstances prevent the recipient from gathering evidence 

sufficient to reach a determination as to the formal complaint or 

allegations therein. (emphasis and bullets added)

§106.45(b)(3)(ii) ɁPermissive Dismissal

ÅWhat is a Ɉhearingɉ?

Å Single decision -maker vs. a panel of decision makers?

Å Rules of evidence?

Å Hearing rules/rules of decorum

ÅPauses, Ɉtime-outsɉ

Å Objections?

Å Calling the investigator as the first witness?

Å Opening and closing statements?

Å Should all hearings be online (currently)?

ÅWhat are the differences? 

Å Online hearings

Å Platforms? 

Å Security?

Hearings 

Relevance and                  
Rape Shield Protections

[R]elevance is the sole gatekeeper evidentiary rule in the final 

regulations, but decision-makers retain discretion regarding the 

weight or credibility to assign to particular evidence. Further, for the 

reasons discussed above, while the final regulations do not address 

άƘŜŀǊǎŀȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜέ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ § 106.45(b)(6)(i) does preclude a 

decision-maker from relying on statements of a party or witness 

who has not submitted to cross-examination at the live hearing.                   

Id. at 30354.

Relevance

Relevance ContɅd

The new Title IX regulations specifically . . . 

. . . require investigators and decision-makers to be trained 

on issues of relevance, including how to apply the rape 

shield provisions (which deem questions and evidence about 

a complainantɅs prior sexual history to be irrelevant with 

two limited exceptions).

Id. at 30125 (emphasis added).

Prior Sexual History/Sexual Predisposition

Section 106.45(b)(6)(i) -(ii) protects complainants (but not 

respondents) from questions or evidence about the 

complainantɅs prior sexual behavior or sexual predisposition, 

mirroring rape shield protections applied in Federal courts.

Id. at 30103 (emphasis added).
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[T]he rape shield language in § 106.45(b)(6)(i)-(ii) bars questions or 

ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǇǊŜŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ όǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ) 

and about a ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ 

exceptions: 

1) if offered to prove that someone other than the respondent 

committed the alleged sexual harassment, or 

2) if the question or evidence concerns sexual behavior between the 

complainant and the respondent and is offered to prove consent.

Rape Shield Language

Id. at 30336 n.1308 (emphasis added).

[A] recipient selecting its own definition of consent must apply such 
definition consistently both in terms of not varying a definition from one 
grievance process to the next and as between a complainant and 
respondent in the same grievance process. The scope of the questions or 
evidence permitted and excluded under the rape shield language in §
106.45(b)(6)(i)-όƛƛύ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
consent, but, whatever that definition is, the recipient must apply it 
consistently and equally to both parties, thereby avoiding the ambiguity 
feared by the commenter.

Id. at 30125.

Consent and Rape Shield Language

The Department cautions recipients that some situations will 

involve counterclaims made between two parties, such that a 

respondent is also a complainant, and in such situations the 

recipient must take care to apply the rape shield protections to 

any party where the party is designated as a ɄɄcomplainantɅɅ 

even if the same party is also a ɄɄrespondentɅɅ in a consolidated 

grievance process.   

Id. at 30352 (internal citation omitted).

Counterclaims

We have also revised § 106.45(b)(6)(i) in a manner that builds in 

a ɄɄpauseɅɅ to the cross-examination process; before a party or 

witness answers a cross -examination question, the 

decisionmaker must determine if the question is relevant. 

Id. at 30323.

Decision -Maker to Determine Relevance

Only relevant cross -examination and other questions may be 

asked of a party or witness. Before a complainant, respondent, 

or witness answers a cross -examination question, the decision -

maker must first determine whether the question is relevant 

and explain any decision to exclude a question as not relevant.  

Id. at 30331.

Decision -Maker to Determine Relevance 
ContɅd

Thus, for example, where a cross -examination question or piece 

of evidence is relevant, but concerns a partyɅs character or prior 

bad acts, under the final regulations the decision -maker cannot 

exclude or refuse to consider the relevant evidence, but may 

proceed to objectively evaluate that relevant evidence by 

analyzing whether that evidence warrants a high or low level of 

weight or credibility, so long as the decision -makerɅs evaluation 

treats both parties equally by not, for instance, automatically 

assigning higher weight to exculpatory character evidence than 

to inculpatory character evidence. 

Id. at 30337 (internal citation omitted).

Decision -Maker to Determine Relevance 
ContɅd
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While the Department will enforce these final regulations to 

ensure that recipients comply with the § 106.45 grievance 

process, including accurately determining whether evidence is 

relevant, the Department notes that § 106.44(b)(2) assures 

recipients that, when enforcing these final regulations, the 

Department will refrain from second guessing a recipientɅs 

determination regarding responsibility based solely on whether 

the Department would have weighed the evidence differently.  

Id. at 30337 (internal citation omitted).

Decision -Maker to Determine Relevance 
ContɅd

The new regulations require ɄɄon the spotɅɅ determinations about a 

questionɅs relevance.  Id. at 30343.

[A]n explanation of how or why the question was irrelevant to the 

allegations at issue, or is deemed irrelevant by these final 

regulations (for example, in the case of sexual predisposition or 

prior sexual behavior information) provides transparency for the 

parties to understand a decisionmakerɅs relevance determinations.   

Id. at 30343.

Decision -Maker to Determine Relevance 
ContɅd

The final regulations do not preclude a recipient from adopting a 

rule (applied equally to both parties) that does, or does not, give 

parties or advisors the right to discuss the relevance determination 

with the decision -maker during the hearing. If a recipient believes 

that arguments about a relevance determination during a hearing 

would unnecessarily protract the hearing or become uncomfortable 

for parties, the recipient may adopt a rule that prevents parties and 

advisors from challenging the relevance determination (after 

receiving the decision -makerɅs explanation) during the hearing.  

Id. at 30343.

Decision -Maker to Determine Relevance 
ContɅd

Requiring the decision -maker to explain relevance decisions 

during the hearing only reinforces the decision -makerɅs 

responsibility to accurately determine relevance, including the 

irrelevance of information barred under the rape shield 

language.   

Id. at 30343.

Decision -Maker to Determine Relevance 
ContɅd

This provision does not require a decision -maker to give a 
lengthy or complicated explanation; it is sufficient, for example, 
for a decision -maker to explain that a question is irrelevant 
because the question calls for prior sexual behavior 
information without meeting one of the two exceptions, or 
because the question asks about a detail that is not probative 
of any material fact concerning the allegations. No lengthy or 
complicated exposition is required to satisfy this provision.   

Id. at 30343.

Decision -Maker to Determine Relevance 
ContɅd

If a party or witness disagrees with a decision -makerɅs 

determination that a question is relevant, during the hearing, 

the party or witnessɅs choice is to abide by the decision-makerɅs 

determination and answer, or refuse to answer the question, 

but unless the decision -maker reconsiders the relevance 

determination prior to reaching the determination regarding 

responsibility, the decisionmaker would not rely on the 

witnessɅs statements. 

Id. at 30349 (internal citations omitted).

Decision -Maker to Determine Relevance 
ContɅd
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The party or witnessɅs reason for refusing to answer a relevant 

question does not matter. This provision does apply to the 

situation where evidence involves intertwined statements of 

both parties (e.g., a text message exchange or email thread) 

and one party refuses to submit to cross -examination and the 

other does submit, so that the statements of one party cannot 

be relied on but statements of the other party may be relied on. 

Id. at 30349 (internal citations omitted).

Decision -Maker to Determine Relevance 
ContɅd

Consent 

Elements
Åconsent is a voluntary agreement to engage in sexual activity; 

Åsomeone who is incapacitated cannot consent; 
Å(such as due to the use of drugs or alcohol, when a person is asleep or unconscious, 

or because of an intellectual or other disability that prevents the student from having 
the capacity to give consent) 

Åpast consent does not imply future consent; 

Åsilence or an absence of resistance does not imply consent; 

Åconsent to engage in sexual activity with one person does not imply consent 
to engage in sexual activity with another; 

Åconsent can be withdrawn at any time; and 

Åcoercion, force, or threat of either invalidates consent. 

Elements to consider 

Credibility and 
Reliability 

A decision -maker must exclude irrelevant questions, and 
nothing in the final regulations precludes a recipient from 
adopting and enforcing (so long as it is applied clearly, 
consistently, and equally to the parties) a rule that deems 
duplicative questions to be irrelevant or to impose rules of 
decorum that require questions to be asked in a respectful 
manner; however any such rules adopted by a recipient must 
ensure that all relevant questions and evidence are admitted 
and considered (though varying weight or credibility may of 
course be given to particular evidence by the decision -maker ).

Id. at 30331 n.1285 (emphasis added).

Credibility and Reliability 

Probing the credibility and reliability of statements asserted by 
witnesses contained in such evidence (police reports, SANE reports, 
medical reports, and other documents or records) requires the 
parties to have the opportunity to cross -examine the witness making 
the statements. Id. at 30349.

Cross-examination (which differs from questions posed by a neutral 
fact -finder) constitutes a unique opportunity for parties to present a 
decision -maker with the partyɅs own perspective about evidence. 
This adversarial testing of credibility renders the personɅs statement 
sufficiently reliable for consideration and fair for consideration by 
the decision -maker. Id. at 30349.

Credibility and Reliability 
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Although observing demeanor is not possible without live cross -

examination, a decision -maker may still judge credibility based on, 

for example, factors of plausibility and consistence in party and 

witness statements. 

Specialized legal training is not a prerequisite for evaluating 

credibility, as evidenced by the fact that many criminal and civil 

court trials rely on jurors (for whom no legal training is required) to 

determine the facts of the case including credibility of witnesses.

Id. at 30364.

Credibility and Reliability 

The Department notes that decisionmakers are obligated to serve 
impartially and thus should not endeavor to ɄɄdevelop a personal 
relationshipɅɅ with one party over another regardless of whether one party 
is located in a separate room or not. For the same reasons that judging 
credibility solely on demeanor presents risks of inaccuracy generally, the 
Department cautions that judging credibility based on a complainantɅs 
demeanor through the lens of whether observed demeanor is ɄɄevidence of 
traumaɅɅ presents similar risks of inaccuracy. The Department reiterates 
that while assessing demeanor is one part of judging credibility, other 
factors are consistency, plausibility, and reliability. Real -time cross -
examination presents an opportunity for parties and decision -makers to 
test and evaluate credibility based on all these factors.  

Id. at 30356 (internal citation omitted).

Credibility and Trauma

[C]redibility determinations are not based solely on observing 
demeanor, but also are based on other factors (e.g., specific 
details, inherent plausibility, internal consistency, corroborative 
evidence). Cross -examination brings those important factors to 
a decision -makerɅs attention in a way that no other procedural 
device does; furthermore, while social science research 
demonstrates the limitations of demeanor as a criterion for 
judging deception, studies demonstrate that inconsistency is 
correlated with deception.  

Id. at 30321.

Other Factors Besides Demeanor

[A]ssessing demeanor is just one of the ways in which cross -

examination tests credibility, which includes assessing 

plausibility, consistency, and reliability; judging truthfulness 

based solely on demeanor has been shown to be less accurate 

than, for instance, evaluating credibility based on consistency.  

Id. at 30355.

Other Factors Besides Demeanor ContɅd

[W]hether a witnessɅs statement is reliable must be determined 

in light of the credibility -testing function of cross -examination, 

even where non -appearance is due to death or post -

investigation disability.   

Id. at 30348.

Reliability

Role of Lawyers and 
Advisors 
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Provide the parties with the same opportunities to have others 
present during any grievance proceeding, including the 
opportunity to be accompanied to any related meeting or 
proceeding by the advisor of their choice, who may be, but is 
not required to be, an attorney, and not limit the choice or 
presence of advisor for either the complainant or respondent in 
any meeting or grievance proceeding; however, the recipient 
may establish restrictions regarding the extent to which the 
advisor may participate in the proceedings, as long as the 
restrictions apply equally to both parties;

§ 106.45(b)(5)(iv)  Advisor of Choice

ÅComplainants and respondents can have any advisor of their 
choosing.

ÅHow will an advisor be designated?

ÅSome will choose a lawyer as an advisor. Some will want a lawyer 
but will not be able to afford one. Equitable treatment issues.

ÅSome may have a family member, a friend, or another trusted 
person serve as their advisor.

ÅIf a party does not have an advisor, the school must provide one 
free of charge.

ÅThe school is not obligated to train advisors.

ÅHow can/should advisors participate in the process?

ɈAdvisorsɉ 

The Department notes that the final regulations, § 106.45(b)(5)(iv) 
and § 106.45(b)(6)(i), make clear that the choice or presence of a 
partyɅs advisor cannot be limited by the recipient. To meet this 
obligation a recipient also cannot forbid a party from conferring 
with the partyɅs advisor, although a recipient has discretion to adopt 
rules governing the conduct of hearings that could, for example, 
include rules about the timing and length of breaks requested by 
parties or advisors and rules forbidding participants from disturbing 
the hearing by loudly conferring with each other .   

Id. at 30339 (emphasis added).

Advisors in a Hearing

Whether a party views an advisor of choice as ɄɄrepresentingɅɅ 

the party during a live hearing or not, this provision only 

requires recipients to permit advisor participation on the 

partyɅs behalf to conduct cross-examination; not to ɄɄrepresentɅɅ 

the party at the live hearing. A recipient may, but is not 

required to, allow advisors to ɄɄrepresentɅɅ parties during the 

entire live hearing (or, for that matter, throughout the entire 

grievance process).   

Id. at 30342.

ɈRepresentation?ɉ

[W]here a recipient must provide a party with an advisor to 

conduct cross -examination at a live hearing that advisor may 

be of the recipientɅs choice, must be provided without fee or 

charge to the party, and may be, but is not required to be, an 

attorney. Id. at 30332 (internal citation omitted).

Providing an Advisor to a Party

Cross -Examination
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[T]he Department does not believe that the benefits of 

adversarial cross -examination can be achieved when conducted 

by a person ostensible designated as a Ɉneutralɉ official. This is 

because the function of cross -examination is precisely not to be 

neutral but rather to point out in front of the neutral decision -

maker each partyɅs unique perspective about relevant evidence 

and desire regarding the outcome of the case. 
Id. at 30335 (internal citations omitted, emphasis added).

Cross -examination 

Cross-examination is essential in cases like DoeɅs because it 

does more than uncover inconsistencies ɀit takes aim at 

credibility like no other procedural device.

Id. at 30328, n.1268.

Due process requires cross -examination in circumstances like 

these because it is the greatest legal engine ever invested for 

uncovering the truth. Id. at 30328, n.1267.

Cross -examination and Credibility

Before a complainant, respondent, or witness answers 

a cross-examination question, the decision -maker must 

first determine whether the question is relevant and 

explain to the partyɅs advisor asking cross-examination 

questions any decision to exclude a question as not 

relevant.
Id. at 30331 (emphasis added) .

The ɈPauseɉ

[T]he reason cross -examination must be conducted by a partyɅs 
advisor, and not by the decision -maker or other neutral official, is so 
that the recipient remains truly neutral throughout the grievance 
process. To the extent that a party wants the other party questioned 
in an adversarial manner in order to further the asking partyɅs views 
and interests, that questioning is conducted by the partyɅs own 
advisor, and not by the recipient. Thus, no complainant (or 
respondent) need feel as though the recipient is ɄɄtaking sidesɅɅ or 
otherwise engaging in cross -examination to make a complainant 
feel as though the recipient is blaming or disbelieving the 
complainant.   

Id. at 30316 (emphasis added).

Recipient to Remain Neutral

The Department disagrees that cross -examination places a 

victim (or any party or witness) ɄɄon trialɅɅ or constitutes an 

interrogation; rather, cross-examination properly conducted 

simply constitutes a procedure by which each party and witness 

answers questions posed from a partyɅs unique perspective in 

an effort to advance the asking partyɅs own interests. 

Id. at 30315 (emphasis added).

ɈCross-examinationɉ = Asking Questions

[T]he essential function of cross -examination is not to 

embarrass, blame, humiliate, or emotionally berate a party, 

but rather to ask questions that probe a partyɅs narrative in 

order to give the decisionmaker the fullest view possible of the 

evidence relevant to the allegations at issue. 

Id. at 30319.

Purpose is not to Humiliate or Berate
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[C]ross-examination does not inherently rely on or necessitate 
DARVO techniques, and recipients retain discretion to apply rules 
designed to ensure that cross -examination remains focused on 
relevant topics conducted in a respectful manner. Recipients are 
in a better position than the Department to craft rules of 
decorum best suited to their educational environment.  

Id. at 30319.

DARVO=ɈEfoz-!Buubdl-!boe!Sfwfstf!Wjdujn!boe!PggfoefsǇ
https://dynamic.uoregon.edu/jjf/defineDARVO.html

DARVO techniques

§ 106.45(b)(6)(i) grants the right of cross -examination equally to 

complainants and respondents, and cross -examination is as 

useful and powerful a truth -seeking tool for a complainantɅs 

benefit as for a respondent, so that a complainant may direct 

the decision -makerɅs attention to implausibility, inconsistency, 

unreliability, ulterior motives, and lack of credibility in the 

respondentɅs statements.  

Id. at 30330.

Equal Rights to Cross -examination

Non Appearance of 
Parties and 
Witnesses/ 

Unwillingness to 
Submit to Cross -

Examination 

The Department understands that complainants (and 

respondents) often will not have control over whether witnesses 

appear and are cross -examined, because neither the recipient 

nor the parties have subpoena power to compel appearance of 

witnesses. . . . Where a witness cannot or will not appear and 

be cross -examined, that personɅs statements will not be relied 

on by the decision -maker . . . 

Id. at 30348.

The prohibition on reliance on ɄɄstatementsɅɅ applies not only to 
statements made during the hearing, but also to any statement 
of the party or witness who does not submit to cross -
examination. ɄɄStatementsɅɅ has its ordinary meaning, but would 
not include evidence (such as videos) that do not constitute a 
personɅs intent to make factual assertions, or to the extent that 
such evidence does not contain a personɅs statements. Thus, 
police reports, SANE reports, medical reports, and other 
documents and records may not be relied on to the extent that 
they contain the statements of a party or witness who has not 
submitted to cross -examination. 

Id. at 30349.

Non Submission to Cross -examination

While documentary evidence such as police reports or hospital 

records may have been gathered during investigation and, if 

directly related to the allegations inspected and reviewed by 

the parties, and to the extent they are relevant, summarized in 

the investigative report, the hearing is the partiesɅ first 

opportunity to argue to the decision -maker about the 

credibility and implications of such evidence. Probing the 

credibility and reliability of statements asserted by witnesses 

contained in such evidence requires the parties to have the 

opportunity to cross -examine the witnesses making the 

statements.   Id. at 30349 (internal citations omitted).

Non Submission to Cross -examination ContɅd
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If parties do not testify about their own statement and submit to 
cross-examination, the decision -maker will not have the 
appropriate context for the statement, which is why the decision -
maker cannot consider that partyɅs statements. This provision 
requires a party or witness to ɄɄsubmit to cross-examinationɅɅ to 
avoid exclusion of their statements; the same exclusion of 
statements does not apply to a party or witnessɅs refusal to answer 
questions posed by the decision -maker. If a party or witness 
refuses to respond to a decision -makerɅs questions, the decision-
maker is not precluded from relying on that party or witnessɅs 
statements. 

Id. at 30349 (internal citations omitted).

Non Submission to Cross -examination ContɅd

This is because cross -examination (which differs from questions 

posed by a neutral fact -finder) constitutes a unique opportunity 

for parties to present a decision -maker with the partyɅs own 

perspectives about evidence. This adversarial testing of credibility 

renders the personɅs statements sufficiently reliable for 

consideration and fair for consideration by the decision -maker, in 

the context of a Title IX adjudication often overseen by laypersons 

rather than judges and lacking comprehensive rules of evidence 

that otherwise might determine reliability without cross -

examination.    
Id. at 30349 (internal citations omitted).

Non Submission to Cross -examination ContɅd

[W]here a party or witness does not appear at a live hearing or 

refuses to answer cross -examination questions, the decision -maker 

must disregard statements of that party or witness but must reach a 

determination without drawing any inferences about the 

determination regarding responsibility based on the party or 

witnessɅs failure or refusal to appear or answer questions. Thus, for 

example, where a complainant refuses to answer cross -examination 

questions but video evidence exists showing the underlying incident, 

a decision -maker may still consider the available evidence and make 

a determination.  

Id. at 30328.

Non Submission to Cross -examination ContɅd

§ 106.45(b)(6)(i) includes language that directs a decision -maker to reach 
the determination regarding responsibility based on the evidence 
remaining even if a party or witness refuses to undergo cross -
examination, so that even though the refusing partyɅs statement cannot 
be considered, the decision -maker may reach a determination based on 
the remaining evidence so long as no inference is drawn based on the 
party or witnessɅs absence from the hearing or refusal to answer cross-
examination (or other) questions. Thus, even if a party chooses not to 
appear at the hearing or answer cross -examination questions (whether 
out of concern about the partyɅs position in a concurrent or potential civil 
lawsuit or criminal proceeding, or for any other reason), the partyɅs mere 
absence from the hearing or refusal to answer questions does not affect 
the determination regarding responsibility in the Title IX grievance 
process.  Id. at 30322.

ɈRemaining Evidenceɉ

[ϥ]f the case does not depend on partyɅs or witnessɅs statements but 

rather on other evidence (e.g., video evidence that does not consist 

of ɄɄstatementsɅɅ or to the extent that the video contains non-

statement evidence) the decision -maker can still consider that other 

evidence and reach a determination, and must do so without 

drawing any inference about the determination based on lack of 

party or witness testimony. This result thus comports with the Sixth 

CircuitɅs rationale in Baum that cross-examination is most needed in 

cases that involve the need to evaluate credibility of parties as 

opposed to evaluation of non -statement evidence. 

Id. at 30328.

ɈRemaining Evidenceɉ ContɅd

Technology
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[T]he final regulations expressly authorize a recipient, in the 

recipientɅs discretion, to allow any or all participants to 

participate in the live hearing virtually.  

Id. at 30332.

[T]echnology must enable all participants to see and hear other 

participants, so a telephonic appearance would not be 

sufficient . . .   Id. at 30348.

Decision -makers must be trained on how to use technology at 

their institution to run a live hearing.

ÅSoftware, hardware, programs, apps, etc.

ÅPractice and run throughs

ÅInternet connectivity checks in advance?

ÅContingency plan or statement that hearings may have to be 

rescheduled if the campus or a party has connectivity issues.

ÅBe prepared for the live event

ÅEveryone is prepared (mentally and otherwise) for a live hearing and 

something impedes the process that could have been prevented.

Technology

The final regulations permit a recipient to apply temporary 

delays or limited extensions of time frames to all phases of a 

grievance process where good cause exists. For example, the 

need for parties, witnesses, and other hearing participants to 

secure transportation, or for t he recipient to troubleshoot 

technology to facilitate a virtual hearing , may constitute good 

cause to postpone a hearing.    

Id. at 30361 -62 (emphasis added).

Remember: Schools must create an audio or 

audiovisual recording, or transcript, of any live hearing. Safety and Security 
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In the context of sexual harassment that process is often 

inescapably adversarial in nature where contested allegations 

of serious misconduct carry high stakes for all participants. 

Id. at 30097. 

ɈAdversarial in Natureɉ  

With respect for a process to remove a respondent rom a 
recipientɅs education program or activity, these final 
regulations provide an emergency removal process in §
106.44(c) if there is an immediate threat to the physical health 
or safety of any student or other individual arising from the 
allegations of sexual harassment. A recipient must provide a 
respondent with notice and an opportunity to challenge the 
emergency removal decision immediately following the 
removal.

Id. at 30183.

Emergency Removal

What safety measures are needed for a live hearing where 
both parties are in the room?

What safety measures are needed where parties appear 
virtually?

What rules/decorum standards relate to safety?

What security measures are needed to prevent Ɉhackingɉ or 
digital security compromises? 

Standard of Evidence and 
Written Determination 

Requires a decision -maker who is not the same person as the Title IX 
Coordinator or the investigator to reach a determination regarding 
responsibility by applying the standard of evidence the recipient has 
designated in the recipientɅs grievance procedures for use in all 
formal complaints of sexual harassment (which must be either the 

preponderance of the evidence standard or the clear and convincing 
evidence standard) , and the recipient must simultaneously send the 
parties a written determination explaining the reasons for the 
outcome .

Id. at 30054 (emphasis added).

§ 106.45(b)(7)

The written determination must include Ɂ

(A) Identification of the allegations potentially constituting sexual harassment as 
defined in § 106.30; 

(B) A description of the procedural steps taken from the receipt of the formal complaint 
through the determination, including any notifications to the parties, interviews with 
parties and witnesses, site visits, methods used to gather other evidence, and 
hearings held; 

(C) Findings of fact supporting the determination; 

(D) Conclusions regarding the application of the recipientɅs code of conduct to the facts; 

(E) A statement of, and rationale for, the result as to each allegation, including a 
determination regarding responsibility, any disciplinary sanctions the recipient 
imposes on the respondent, and whether remedies designed to restore or preserve 
equal access to the recipientɅs education program or activity will be provided by the 
recipient to the complainant; and 

(F) The recipientɅs procedures and permissible bases for the complainant and 
respondent to appeal. 

Written Determination Regarding 
Responsibility

§ 106.45(b)(7)(ii)(A-F)
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(iii) The recipient must provide the written 

determination to the parties simultaneously. The 

determination regarding responsibility becomes final 

either on the date that the recipient provides the 

parties with the written determination of the result of 

the appeal, if an appeal is filed, or if an appeal is not 

filed, the date on which an appeal would no longer be 

considered timely. 

§ 106.45(b)(7)(iii)

(iv) The Title IX Coordinator is responsible for effective 

implementation of any remedies. 

[The connection of supportive measures, sanctions and 

remedies to the hearing/decision -maker.]

§ 106.45(b)(7)(iv)

Appeals

(8) Appeals. 

(i) A recipient must offer both parties an appeal from 

a determination regarding responsibility, and from a 

recipientɅs dismissal of a formal complaint or any 

allegations therein, on the following bases: 

§ 106.45(b)(8)(i)  Appeals

(A) Procedural irregularity that affected the outcome of the 

matter; 

(B) New evidence that was not reasonably available at the time 

the determination regarding responsibility or dismissal was 

made, that could affect the outcome of the matter; and 

(C) The Title IX Coordinator, investigator(s), or decision -maker(s) 

had a conflict of interest or bias for or against complainants or 

respondents generally or the individual complainant or 

respondent that affected the outcome of the matter. 

§ 106.45(b)(8)(i)(A -C) Bases for Appeals

Serving Impartially 
and Without Bias
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Section 106.45(b)(1)(iii) requires Title IX Coordinators, 

investigators, decision -makers, and individuals who facilitate 

any informal resolution process to be free of bias or conflicts of 

interest for or against complainants or respondents and to be 

trained on how to serve impartially .
Id. at 30103 (emphasis added). 

Bias/Conflicts of Interest

ÅSection 106.45(b)(1)(iii) requires Title IX Coordinators, 
investigators, decision -makers, and individuals who facilitate any 
informal resolution process to be free of bias or conflicts of 
interest for or against complainants or respondents and to be 
trained on how to serve impartially. 

Id. at 30103 (emphasis added).

ÅPersonal animosity

ÅIllegal prejudice

ÅPersonal or financial stake in the outcome

ÅBias can relate to:
ÅSex, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability or immigration 

status, financial ability or other characteristic

Bias/Conflict of Interest 

All Title IX personnel should serve in their roles impartially. 

All Title IX personnel should avoid 

Åprejudgment of facts

Åprejudice

Åconflicts of interest

Åbias 

Åsex stereotypes 

Thank You!

Assessment Will FollowɎ 

Informal Resolution, 
Restorative Justice 
and Mediation

Copyrighted material. May not be 
reproduced without permission.

Peter Lake                                                                                             
Professor of Law, Charles A. Dana Chair, and Director of 

the Center for Excellence in Higher Education Law and 

Policy Stetson University College of Law

Dr. Jennifer R. Hammat                                      
Dean of Students                                                                                           

University of Southern Indiana

TRACK 1 ɀTitle IX Coordinators

TRACK 2 ɀTitle IX Decision -Makers and 

Student Conduct Administrators

This Module is Designed for:
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Informal resolution may present a way to resolve sexual 

harassment allegations in a less adversarial manner than the 

investigation and adjudication procedures that comprise the §

106.45 grievance process. 

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or Activities Receiving 
Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) (online at 
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30098. 

¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴέ 

in the final regulations is unnecessary. Informal resolution may 

encompass a broad range of conflict resolution strategies, including, 

but not limited to, arbitration, mediation, or restorative justice. 

Defining this concept may have the unintended effect of limiting 

ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ 

and recipient flexibility to craft resolution processes that serve the 

unique educational needs of their communities.  

Id. at 30401. 

A recipient may not require as a condition of enrollment or 

continuing enrollment, or employment or continuing employment, 

or enjoyment of any other right, waiver of the right to an 

investigation and adjudication of formal complaints of sexual 

harassment consistent with this section. 

[A] recipient may not require the parties to participate in an 

informal resolution process under this section and may not offer 

an informal resolution process unless a formal complaint is filed. 

§ 106.45(b)(9) Informal resolution. 

(emphasis added)

[A]t any time prior to reaching a determination regarding 

responsibility the recipient may facilitate an informal resolution 

process, such as mediation, that does not involve a full 

investigation and adjudication . . . 

§106.45(b)(9) ContɅd

(emphasis added)

Parties must be provided written notice that outlines

ÅThe allegations

ÅThe requirements of the informal resolution process including the 
circumstances under which it precludes the parties from resuming a 
formal complaint arising from the same allegations, provided, 
however, that at any time prior to agreeing to a resolution, any 
party has the right to withdraw from the informal resolution 
process and resume the grievance process with respect to the 
formal complaint

Åany consequences resulting from participating in the informal 
resolution process , including the records that will be maintained or 
could be shared

§ 106.45(b)(9)(i) (Written Notice)

(emphasis and bullets added)

(ii) Obtains the partiesɅ voluntary, written consent to the 

informal resolution process ; and 

(iii) Does not offer or facilitate an informal resolution 

process to resolve allegations that an employee sexually 

harassed a student. 

§ 106.45(b)(9)(ii -iii)

(emphasis added)
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Because informal resolution is only an option, and is never 

required, under the final regulations, the Department does not 

believe that § 106.45(b)(9) presents conflict with other Federal 

or State laws or practices concerning resolution of sexual 

harassment allegations through mediation or other alternative 

dispute resolution processes.    

Id. at 30404.

ÅThe new regulations donɅt require it, but informal resolution is 
allowed.

ÅA formal complaint must be filed before any informal resolution 
process can begin.

ÅBoth parties must voluntarily agree to informal resolution (written 
consent required).  [No coercion or undue influence.]

ÅNo Ɉinformedɉ consent standard as such, other than information 

required by regulations.

ÅParties do not have to be in the same roomɎoften, they are not.

ÅEquitable implementation by trained personnel

Points on Informal Resolution

ÅShould you offer it?
ÅPros/Cons

ÅIncreased complainant autonomy

ÅTraining of personnel is required under the new regulations

ÅWho should implement?

ÅWhat type of training is needed?
ÅMediation? Arbitration? Restorative justice?

ÅWhen canɅt we use informal resolution?
ĄWhen the allegation is that an employee sexually harassed a student.

ÅDoes this option provide for more opportunities for Ɉeducationalɉ 
interventions?

ÅWhat does this look like in practice?

Points on Informal Resolution

ÅThe submission of a dispute to an unbiased third person designated by the
parties to the controversy, who agree in advance to comply with the awardð
a decision to be issues after a hearing at which both parties have an
opportunity to be heard.

ÅArbitration is a well-established and widely used means to end disputes.  
It is one of several kinds of Alternative Dispute Resolution 
which provide parties to a controversy with a choice other than litigation.
Unlike litigation, arbitration takes place out of court: the two sides select an
impartial third party, known as an arbitrator; agree in advance to comply with
the arbitrator's award; and then participate in a hearing at which both sides
can present evidence and testimony. The arbitrator's decision is usually final
and courts rarely reexamine it.

ÅArbitration can be voluntary or required. [Except on a college campus, for 
Title IX purposes, informal resolution cannot be required.]

What is arbitration?

https://legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/arbitration

What is mediation?

Mediation, as used in law, is a form of alternative dispute 
resolution resolving disputes between two or more parties with 
concrete effects. Typically, a third party, the mediator, assists the 
parties to negotiate a settlement. Disputants may mediate 
disputes in a variety of domains, such as commercial, legal, 
diplomatic, workplace, community, and family matters.

ɈNeutralsɉ

Campus ɈOmbudspersonɉ?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediation

What is mediation? ContɅd

Mediation is a dynamic, structured, interactive process 

where an impartial third party assists disputing parties in 

resolving conflict through the use of specialized 

communication and negotiation techniques. All participants 

in mediation are encouraged to actively participate in the 

process. Mediation is a "party -centered" process in that it is 

focused primarily upon the needs, rights, and interests of 

the parties. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediation
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What is mediation? ContɅd

The mediator uses a wide variety of techniques to guide the 

process in a constructive direction and to help the parties 

find their optimal solution. A mediator is facilitative in that 

she/he manages the interaction between parties and 

facilitates open communication. Mediation is also evaluative 

in that the mediator analyzes issues and relevant norms 

("reality -testing"), while refraining from providing 

prescriptive advice to the parties (e.g., "You should do... .").

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediation

What is mediation? ContɅd

The term "mediation" broadly refers to any instance in which a 

third party helps others reach an agreement. More specifically, 

mediation has a structure, timetable, and dynamics that 

"ordinary" negotiation lacks. The process is private and 

confidential, possibly enforced by law. Participation is typically 

voluntary. The mediator acts as a neutral third party and 

facilitates rather than directs the process. Mediation is 

becoming a more peaceful and internationally accepted solution 

to end the conflict. Mediation can be used to resolve disputes of 

any magnitude.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediation

What is mediation? ContɅd

Mediators use various techniques to open, or improve, dialogue and empathy 
between disputants, aiming to help the parties reach an agreement. Much 
depends on the mediator's skill and training. As the practice gained 
popularity, training programs, certifications, and licensing followed, which 
produced trained and professional mediators committed to the discipline.

ÅJAMS

ÅAmerican Arbitration Association (AAA)

ÅAmerican Bar Association, ADR Section

ÅAssociation for Conflict Resolution (ACR)

ÅCPR Institute for Dispute Resolution

ÅNational Association for Community Mediation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediation

Mediation does not bar imposition of penalties. 

E.g., Rajib Chanda, Mediating University Sexual Assault Cases, 6 
Harv. Negotiation L. Rev. 265, 301 (2001) (defining mediation as ɄɄa 
process through which two or more disputing parties negotiate a 
voluntary settlement with the help of a Ʉthird partyɅ (the mediator) 
who typically has no stake in the outcomeɅɅ and stressing that this 
ɄɄdoes not impose a Ʉwin-winɅ requirement, nor does it bar penalties. 
A party can ɄloseɅ or be penalized; mediation only requires that the 
loss or penalty is agreed to by both parties Ɂin a sexual assault case, 
Ʉagreements . . . may include reconciliation, restitution for the victim, 
rehabilitation for whoever needs it, and the acceptance of 
responsibility by the offender.ɅɅɅ) 

Id. at 30406 n.1519 (emphasis added).

A Ʉmediation option for sexual assault victims addressesɅ each of the 
three main reasons why sexual assault is underreported Ɂ

1) Ʉthat victims anticipate social stigmatization

2) perceive a difficulty in prosecution, and 

3) consider the effect on the offenderɅ

[B]ecause mediation is not adversarial, avoids the need to ɄɄproveɅɅ 
charges, and gives the victim control over the range of penalties on 
the offender, all of which likely Ʉencourage [victims] to report the 
incident.Ʌ

Id. at 30404 n.1517 (quoting Rajib Chanda, Mediating University 
Sexual Assault Cases , 6 Harv. Negotiation L. Rev. 265, 305 (2001) 

(numeration added).

.

A restorative justice program aims to get offenders to take responsibility for their actions, to 
understand the harm they have caused, to give them an opportunity to redeem themselves 
and to discourage them from causing further harm. For victims, its goal is to give them an 
active role in the process and to reduce feelings of anxiety and powerlessness. Restorative 
justice is founded on an alternative theory to the traditional methods of justice, which often 
focus on retribution. However, restorative justice programs can complement traditional 
methods.

Academic assessment of restorative justice is positive. Most studies suggest it makes 
offenders less likely to reoffend. A 2007 study also found that it had the highest rate of 
victim satisfaction and offender accountability of any method of justice. Its use has seen 
worldwide growth since the 1990s. Restorative justice inspired and is part of the wider study 
of restorative practices.

How can it be used in Title IX/sexual misconduct?

Koss MP, Wilgus JK, Williamsen KM. Campus Sexual Misconduct: Restorative Justice Approaches to Enhance 
Compliance With Title IX Guidance.Trauma Violence Abuse. 2014;15(3):242-257. doi:10.1177/1524838014521500

What is restorative justice?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Restorative_justice
(internal citations omitted)
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Theories about its effectiveness include: 

ÅThe offender has to learn about the harm they have caused to their victim, 
making it hard for them to justify their behavior.

ÅIt offers a chance to discuss moral development to offenders who may have had 
little of it in their life.

ÅOffenders are more likely to view their punishment as legitimate.

ÅThe programs tend to avoid shaming and stigmatizing the offender.

Many restorative justice systems, especially victim-offender mediation and family 
group conferencing, require participants to sign a confidentiality agreement. These 
agreements usually state that conference discussions will not be disclosed to 
nonparticipants. The rationale for confidentiality is that it promotes open and honest 
communication.

Restorative Justice

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Restorative_justice
(internal citation omitted)

With respect to the implications of restorative justice and the 
recipient reaching a determination regarding responsibility, the 
Department acknowledges that generally a critical feature of 
restorative justice is that the respondent admits responsibility 
at the start of the process. However, this admission of 
responsibility does not necessarily mean the recipient has also 
reached that determination, and participation in restorative 
justice as a type of informal resolution must be a voluntary 
decision on the part of the respondent.                 

Id. at 30406 (emphasis added).

Therefore, the language limiting the availability of an informal 
resolution process only to a time period before there is a 
determination of responsibility does not prevent a recipient 
from using the process of restorative justice under §
106.45(b)(9), and a recipient has discretion under this provision 
to specify the circumstances under which a respondentɅs 
admission of responsibility while participating in a restorative 
justice model would, or would not, be used in an adjudication if 
either party withdraws from the informal process and resumes 
the formal grievance process. 

Id. at 30406 (emphasis added).

Similarly, a recipient could use a restorative justice model after 

a determination of responsibility finds a respondent 

responsible ; nothing in the final regulations dictates the form 

of disciplinary sanction a recipient may or must impose on a 

respondent. 

Id. at 30406 (emphasis added).

Clare McGlynn et al., ɄɄϥ just wanted him to hear meɅɅ: Sexual violence 
and the possibilities of restorative justice, 39 Journal of L. & Society 2 
(2012).

Katherine Mangan, Why More Colleges Are Trying Restorative Justice 
in Sex Assault Cases, Chronicle of Higher Education (Sept. 17, 2018).

Kerry Cardoza, Students Push for Restorative Approaches to Campus 
Sexual Assault, Truthout (Jun. 30, 2018).

Howard Zehr, The Little Book of Restorative Justice (Good Books 2002). 

David R. Karp et al., Campus Prism: A Report On Promoting 
Restorative Initiatives For Sexual Misconduct On College Campuses, 
Skidmore College Project on Restorative Justice (2016).

Margo Kaplan, Restorative Justice and Campus Sexual Misconduct, 89 
emp. L. Rev. 701, 715 (2017). 

Restorative Justice Resources Cited in the 
Commentary           to the New Title IX Regulations

Id. at 30406 n.1518.

Mediation

ÅDispute doesnɅt necessarily 
have to cause a harm, can be 
just a disagreement

ÅOne party doesnɅt have to 
admit wrongdoing/ parties are 
treated as moral equals

ÅFocuses on coming to an 
agreement

Åsettlement -driven

ÅNot necessarily focused on 
emotional needs of the parties

Restorative Justice

ÅA party has been harmed/ 
victimization has occurred

ÅThe offending party must admit to 
wrongdoing before the process 
begins

ÅFocuses on reparations and looks 
to improve future behavior

Ådialogue -driven

ÅVery focused on the emotional 
needs of the victim/victim 
empowerment

Restorative Justice vs. Mediation

Brookes & McDonough, The Differences Between Mediation and Restorative Justice/Practice, 

https://moj.gov.jm/sites/default/files/rj/Mediation_versus_Restorative_Practice.pdf.

Restorative Justice Victoria, How is Restorative Justice Different than Mediation, http://www.rjvictoria.com/ufaqs/13-how-is-

restorative-justice-different-than-mediation/
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The Department appreciates the concerns raised by some 
commenters that the confidential nature of informal resolutions 
may mean that the broader educational community is unaware of 
the risks posed by a perpetrator; however, the final regulations 
impose robust disclosure requirements on recipients to ensure that 
parties are fully aware of the consequences of choosing informal 
resolution, including the records that will be maintained or that 
could or could not be shared, and the possibility of confidentiality 
requirements as a condition of entering a final agreement. 

Id. at 30404 (emphasis added).

Confidentiality and Informal Processes

We believe as a fundamental principle that parties and individual 

recipients are in the best position to determine the conflict 

resolution process that works for them; for example, a recipient may 

determine that confidentiality restrictions promote mutually 

beneficial resolutions between parties and encourage complainants 

to report, or may determine that the benefits of keeping informal 

resolution outcomes confidential are outweighed by the need for the 

educational community to have information about the number or 

type of sexual harassment incidents being resolved.                    

Id. at 30404 (internal citation omitted).

Confidentiality ContɅd

The recipientɅs determination about the confidentiality of informal 

resolutions may be influenced by the model(s) of informal resolution 

a recipient chooses to offer; for example, a mediation model may 

result in a mutually agreed upon resolution to the situation without 

the respondent admitting responsibility, while a restorative justice 

model may reach a mutual resolution that involves the respondent 

admitting responsibility. The final regulations permit recipients to 

consider such aspects of informal resolution processes and decide to 

offer, or not offer, such processes, but require the recipient to 

inform the parties of the nature and consequences of any such 

informal resolution processes. 
Id. at 30404.

Confidentiality ContɅd Ending an Informal Process

[A]n informal resolution process, in which the parties voluntarily 

participate, may end in an agreement under which the respondent 

agrees to a disciplinary sanction or other adverse consequence, 

without the recipient completing a grievance process, under §

106.45(b)(9). 

Id. at 30059 n.286. 

Thank you!

Assessment to followɎ

The Critical Role of the   
Title IX Coordinator 

Peter Lake

Professor of Law, Charles A. Dana Chair, and 
Director of the Center for Excellence in Higher 
Education Law and Policy                                

Stetson University College of Law Copyrighted material. May not be 
reproduced without permission.
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TRACK 1 ɀTitle IX Coordinators

This Module is Designed for:

Each recipient must designate and authorize at least one 

employee to coordinate its efforts to comply with its 

responsibilities under this part, which employee must be 

referred to as the ɄɄTitle ϥX Coordinator.ɅɅ

Cannot be Ɉin name only.ɉ

§106.8(a) Designation of coordinator.

(emphasis added)

The recipient must notify applicants for admission and employment, students, 
parents or legal guardians of elementary and secondary school students, 
employees, and all unions or professional organizations holding collective 
bargaining or professional agreements with the recipient, of the name or title, 
office address, electronic mail address, and telephone number of the employee 
or employees designated as the Title IX Coordinator pursuant to this paragraph. 
Any person may report sex discrimination, including sexual harassment (whether 
or not the person reporting is the person alleged to be the victim of conduct that 
could constitute sex discrimination or sexual harassment), in person, by mail, by 
telephone, or by electronic mail, using the contact information listed for the Title 
IX Coordinator, or by any other means that results in the Title IX Coordinator 
receiving the personɅs verbal or written report. Such a report may be made at 
any time (including during non -business hours) by using the telephone number 
or electronic mail address, or by mail to the office address, listed for the Title IX 
Coordinator.  

§106.8(a) Designation of Coordinator ContɅd

If the Title IX Coordinator is located in an administrative office 
or building that restricts, or impliedly restricts, access only to 
certain students (e.g., a womenɅs center), such a location could 
violate § 106.8(a) by not ɄɄauthorizingɅɅ a Title ϥX Coordinator to 
comply with all the duties required of a Title IX Coordinator 
under these final regulations (for example, a Title IX 
Coordinator must intake reports and formal complaints of 
sexual harassment from any complainant regardless of the 
complainantɅs sex).  

Restricting Access Could Not Fully Authorize

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or Activities Receiving 
Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) (online at 
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30464 (emphasis added). 

Å Each institution must designate a Title IX coordinator

Å Deputy Coordinators?

Å Coach? Champion?

ÅWorks forɎ?

Å Unlike any other job in higher ed?

Å Evolving?

Å Job description?

Å Conflicts of interest?

The Title IX Coordinator

²Ŝ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ 
regulations place many responsibilities on a Title IX 
Coordinator, and a recipient has discretion to designate more 
than one employee as a Title IX Coordinator if needed in 
ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ       Id. at 30183.

[T]he decision-maker must be a different person from the 
Title IX Coordinator or investigator, but the final 
regulations do not preclude a Title IX Coordinator from 
also serving as the investigator.                                                        Id. at 30135 n.596.

Prior Guidance on             
Title IX Coordinators
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Three items released by OCR on April 24, 2015:

1. Dear Colleague Letter regarding Title IX Coordinators

2. Letter directly to Title IX Coordinators 

3. Title IX Resource Guide

These have not been rescinded or withdrawn as of July 20, 

2020.
https://www.ed.gov/news/press -releases/new-guidance-us-department -education -

reminds -schools-obligation -designate-title -ix-coordinator

Guidance from April 2015

ÅThese publications were Ɉnot new guidance,ɉ however, 

reflected OCR enforcement experience at the time.

ÅThe evolution of the Title IX Coordinator position and OCR 

learning through voluntary compliance efforts.

April 2015 ContɅd

ÅInstitutions must designate a Title IX Coordinator!

Ɉ. . . OCR has found that some of the most egregious and harmful Title ϥX violations 

occur when a recipient fails to designate a Title IX coordinator or when a Title IX 

coordinator has not been sufficiently trained or given the appropriate level of 

authority to oversee the recipientɅs compliance with Title ϥX.ɉ (4/24/15 DCL pg. 1.)  

ÅɈFull Supportɉ/ɈSupportɉ mentioned several times

ÅɈExpertiseɉ

ÅAuditor -like position, with direct contact with federal government

ÅDirect communication with parents

Highlights of April 2015 Guidance

ÅVisible position, including on webpage:

Å Create a webpage with complete Title IX operative info, Title IX 

policies and procedures, and other related resources

ÅɈA link to this page should be prominently displayed on the recipientɅs 

homepage.ɉ  (4/24/15 DCL, pg. 6.)

ÅɈTwo-click ruleɉ

Å Keep it updatedĄ No dead links

Å Discuss reporting options, including confidential options

ÅDonɅt forget about social media!

Å Focus-group testing

Å Remember, your Title IX web presence is integral to compliance.

Highlights ContɅd

ÅɈNo vacancyɉ in position 

Å One designee

ÅɈActually servingɉ

ÅɈϥndependenceɉ

ÅReporting structure

Ɉ. . . the Title ϥX coordinator should report directly to the recipientɅs 

senior leadership, such as the . . . college or university 

president.ɉ (4/24/15 DCL pg. 2.) 

Highlights ContɅd

ÅCoordinators should seek mentorship from and collaborate with other 

coordinators

ÅNo conflicts of interest

Ɉ. . . designating a disciplinary board member, general counsel, dean of students, 

superintendent, principal, or athletics director as the Title IX coordinator may pose a 

conflict of interest.ɉ  (4/24/15 DCL, pg. 3.) [NOTE: Expansion of this in 2017 

guidance and new Title IX regulations.]

ÅFull -time is ideal, but not required

ɈDesignating a full-time Title IX coordinator will minimize the risk of a conflict of 

interest and in many cases ensure sufficient time is available to perform all the roleɅs 

responsibilities.ɉ (4/24/15 DCL, pg. 3.)

Highlights ContɅd
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ÅAuthority ĄɈFormal and informalɉ

ÅMultiple coordinators are okay, but one Ɉleadɉ with Ɉultimate 

oversightɉ

ÅɈTrainingɉ/ɈTimeɉ

ÅOnly rare person doesnɅt need training

ÅɈϥn most cases, the recipient will need to provide an employee with training 

to act as its Title IX coordinator. The training should explain the different 

facets of Title IX, including regulatory provisions, applicable OCR guidance, 

and the recipientɅs Title ϥX policies and grievance procedures.ɉ (4/24/15 DCL, 

pg. 6.) 

Highlights ContɅd

ÅTitle IX does not specify who should determine the outcome of Title IX 

complaints . . . The Title IX coordinator could play this role, provided there 

are no conflicts of interest, but does not have to. (4/24/15 DCL pg. 4.)  

ÅThis is not allowed under the new regulations!

ÅAssist in the development of an annual climate survey and coordinate 

data collection and analysis (survey is not mandated)

ÅShould be involved in drafting/revising policy and procedures related 

to Title IX

Å Readable and age-appropriate language 

Å Understandable by students with disabilities and English language learners

Highlights ContɅd

ÅInvolved in prevention efforts

ÅTitle IX team is broader than the Title IX Coordinator 

[T]he Title IX coordinator should work closely with many different members of the 

school community, such as administrators, counselors, athletic directors, non-

professional counselors or advocates, and legal counsel. Although these employees 

may not be formally designated as Title IX coordinators, the Title IX coordinator may 

need to work with them because their job responsibilities relate to the recipientɅs 

obligations under Title IX.  (April 2015 Title IX Resource Guide, pg. 3.)

Fostering communication on the team

Highlights ContɅd

ÅAssist in the development of an annual climate survey and coordinate 

data collection and analysis (survey is not mandated, but suggested)

ÅɈAccessɉ to departmental records Ą Enrollment, athletics, discipline, 

harassment

ÅA comprehensive job: Recruitment/ admissions, counseling, financial 

assistance, athletics and athletic financial assistance, programmatic 

equity, pregnant and parenting student services, discipline, single -sex 

ed, employment, retaliation and harassment issues 

ÅEmployment

Ɉ. . . employment actions such as recruitment, hiring, promotion, compensation, 

grants of leave, and benefits.ɉ (April 2015 Title IX Resource Guide, pg. 23.)

Highlights ContɅd

The Role of Title IX 
Coordinators Under the 
New Regulations with 

Regards to Sex 
Discrimination

Among other things, the Title IX Coordinator is responsible for responding to 
reports and complaints of sex discrimination (including reports and formal 

complaints of sexual harassment), informing complainants of the availability of 
supportive measures and of the process for filing a formal complaint, offering 

supportive measures to complainants designed to restore or preserve equal access 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ 
provide supportive measures as appropriate, and coordinating the effective 

implementation of both supportive measures (to one or both parties) and remedies 
(to a complainant). As noted previously, the Title IX Coordinator is not precluded 

from also serving as the investigator, under these final regulations.     

Overview of Role

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or Activities Receiving 
Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) (online at 
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30372 (emphasis added). 
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Even where the Title IX Coordinator is also the investigator, the 

Title IX Coordinator must be trained to serve impartially . . . 

Id. at 30135.

Coordinator as an Investigator

[A]ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ recipient must 

offer the complainant supportive measures, irrespective of whether a 

complainant files a formal complaint, and the Title IX Coordinator 

must contact the complainant to discuss availability of supportive 

ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ 

measures, and explain to the complainant the process for filing a 

formal complaint. 

Effective Implementation of Supportive Measures

Id. at 30064-65 (emphasis added). 

The Title IX Coordinator must promptly contact the 

complainant to discuss the availability of supportive 

measures . . . 

Id. at 30087 (emphasis added).

Supportive Measures ContɅd

Complainants will know about the possible supportive measures 

available to them and will have the opportunity to express what 

they would like in the form of supportive measures, and the Title 

ϥX Coordinator will take into account the complainantɅs wishes in 

determining which supportive measures to offer. The final 

regulations do prescribe that a recipientɅs Title ϥX Coordinator 

must remain responsible for coordinating the effective 

implementation of supportive measures, so that the burden of 

arranging and enforcing the supportive measures in a given 

circumstance remains on the recipient, not on any party. 

Id. at 30183 (emphasis added).

Supportive Measures ContɅd

[T]he Title IX Coordinator must serve as the point of contact for the affected 

students to ensure that the supportive measures are effectively implemented so 

that the burden of navigating paperwork or other administrative requirements 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

supportive measures. The Department recognizes that beyond coordinating and 

ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ 

other campus offices to actually provide the supportive measures sought, and the 

Department encourages recipients to consider the variety of ways in which the 

recipient can best serve the affected student(s) through coordination with other 

offices while ensuring that the burden of effectively implementing supportive 

measures remains on the Title IX Coordinator and not on students.    

Id. at 30183 (emphasis added).

Supportive Measures ContɅd

[I]f a recipient does not provide a complainant with supportive 

measures, then the recipient must document why such a response was 

not clearly unreasonable in light of the known circumstances. 

Id. at 30219.

Supportive Measures ContɅd
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These final regulations do not expressly require a recipient to 

continue providing supportive measures upon a finding of non -

responsibility , and the Department declines to require 

recipients to lift, remove, or cease supportive measures for 

complainants or respondents upon a finding of non -

responsibility. Recipients retain discretion as to whether to 

continue supportive measures after a determination of non -

responsibility.   

Id. at 30183 (emphasis added).

Supportive Measures ContɅdTitle IX Coordinator/Gatekeeping

Title IX Coordinators have always had to consider whether a report 

satisfies the criteria in the recipientɅs policy, and these final regulations 

are not creating new obstacles in that regard. The criteria that the Title IX 

Coordinator must consider are statutory criteria under Title IX or criteria 

under case law interpreting Title ϥXɅs non-discrimination mandate with 

respect to discrimination on the basis of sex in the recipientɅs education 

program or activity against a person in the United States, tailored for 

administrative enforcement. Additionally, these final regulations do not 

preclude action under another provision of the recipientɅs code of conduct, 

as clearly stated in revised § 106.45(b)(3)(i), if the conduct alleged does not 

meet the definition of Title IX sexual harassment. 

Id. at 30090 (internal citation omitted, emphasis added).

Nothing in these final regulations precludes a Title IX Coordinator 

from assisting a complainant (or parent) from filling out a document 

intended to serve as a formal complaint; however, a Title IX 

Coordinator must take care not to offer such assistance to pressure the 

complainant (or parent) to file a formal complaint as opposed to 

simply assisting the complainant (or parent) administratively to carry 

ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ όƻǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎύ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƭŜ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ 

complaint. No person may intimidate, threaten, or coerce any person 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L·Σ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

includes the right not to participate in a grievance process.   

Id. at 30136 (emphasis added).

Assisting in Filing a Formal Complaint

[T]he decision to initiate a grievance process in situations where the complainant 

does not want an investigation or where the complainant intends not to 

participate should be made thoughtfully and intentionally, taking into account the 

circumstances of the situation including the reasons why the complainant wants or 

does not want the recipient to investigate. The Title IX Coordinator is trained with 

special responsibilities that involve interacting with complainants, making the Title 

IX Coordinator the appropriate person to decide to initiate a grievance process on 

behalf of the recipient. Other school administrators may report sexual harassment 

incidents to the Title IX Coordinator, and may express to the Title IX Coordinator 

reasons why the administrator believes that an investigation is warranted, but the 

decision to initiate a grievance process is one that the Title IX Coordinator must 

make.

Id. at 30134 (emphasis added).

Decision -Maker with Regards to Moving 
Forward Against the Wishes of the 
Complainant

The Department does not view a Title ϥXɅs Coordinator decision 

to sign a formal complaint as being adverse to the respondent. 

A Title ϥX CoordinatorɅs decision to sign a formal complaint is 

made on behalf of the recipient (for instance, as part of the 

recipientɅs obligation not to be deliberately indifferent to known 

allegations of sexual harassment), not in support of the 

complainant or in opposition to the respondent or as an 

indication of whether the allegations are credible, have merit, 

or whether there is evidence sufficient to determine 

responsibility.     

Id. at 30134 (emphasis added).

Signatory of a Formal Complaint

[W]hen the Title IX Coordinator signs a formal complaint, the Title IX 
Coordinator does not become a complainant, or otherwise a party, to 
a grievance process, and must still serve free from bias or conflict of 
interest for or against any party. 

In order to ensure that a recipient has discretion to investigate and 
adjudicate allegations of sexual harassment even without the 
participation of a complainant, in situations where a grievance process 
is warranted, the final regulations leave that decision in the discretion 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΦ      

Id. at 30134 (emphasis added).

Signatory of a Formal Complaint ContɅd
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However, deciding that allegations warrant an investigation does 
not necessarily show bias or prejudgment of the facts for or against 
the complainant or respondent. The definition of conduct that could 
constitute sexual harassment, and the conditions necessitating a 
recipientɅs response to sexual harassment allegations, are 
sufficiently clear that a Title IX Coordinator may determine that a 
fair, impartial investigation is objectively warranted as part of a 
recipientɅs non-deliberately indifferent response, without prejudging 
whether alleged facts are true or not . . . . the Title IX Coordinator 
does not lose impartiality solely due to signing a formal complaint 
on the recipientɅs behalf.    

Id. at 30134 -35 (internal citations omitted, emphasis added).

Signatory of a Formal Complaint ContɅd

The final regulations give the Title IX Coordinator discretion to sign a 

formal complaint, and the Title IX Coordinator may take circumstances 

ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ŀƭƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ 

violence, use of weapons, or similar factors. . . . in some situations, the 

Title IX Coordinator may believe that signing a formal complaint is 

not in the best interest of the complainant and is not otherwise 

necessary for the recipient to respond in a non-deliberately indifferent 

manner.     

Id. at 30217-18 (emphasis added).

Signatory of a Formal Complaint ContɅd

ÅHow and when are Title IX coordinators required or able to 

dismiss complaints?

ÅMandatory Dismissal

ÅDiscretionary Dismissal

ÅHow and when are Title IX coordinators able to consolidate 

complaints?

ÅIs this a point of flexibility/choice?

Dismissal/Consolidation of Complaints

(3) Dismissal of a formal complaint Ɂ

(i) The recipient must investigate the allegations in a formal 
complaint. If the conduct alleged in the formal complaint would not 
constitute sexual harassment as defined in § 106.30 even if proved, 

did not occur in the recipientɅs education program or activity, or did 
not occur against a person in the United States, then the recipient 
must dismiss the formal complaint with regard to that conduct for 
purposes of sexual harassment under title IX or this part; such a 
dismissal does not preclude action under another provision of the 
recipientɅs code of conduct. 

§ 106.45(b)(3)(i)

(ii) The recipient may dismiss the formal complaint or any 

allegations therein, if at any time during the investigation or 

hearing: A complainant notifies the Title IX Coordinator in writing 

that the complainant would like to withdraw the formal complaint 

or any allegations therein; the respondent is no longer enrolled or 

employed by the recipient; or specific circumstances prevent the 

recipient from gathering evidence sufficient to reach a 

determination as to the formal complaint or allegations therein.

§ 106.45(b)(3)(ii)

(iii) Upon a dismissal required or permitted pursuant to 

paragraph (b)(3)(i) or (b)(3)(ii) of this section, the recipient must 

promptly send written notice of the dismissal and reason(s) 

therefor simultaneously to the parties. 

§ 106.45(b)(3)(iii)
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(4) Consolidation of formal complaints. A recipient may 
consolidate formal complaints as to allegations of sexual 
harassment against more than one respondent, or by more 
than one complainant against one or more respondents, or by 
one party against the other party, where the allegations of 
sexual harassment arise out of the same facts or 
circumstances. Where a grievance process involves more than 
one complainant or more than one respondent, references in 
this section to the singular ɄɄparty,ɅɅ ɄɄcomplainant,ɅɅ or 
ɄɄrespondentɅɅ include the plural, as applicable.

§ 106.45(b)(4)

Even where the Title IX Coordinator testifies as a witness, the Title IX 

Coordinator is still expected to serve impartially without prejudgment of 

the facts at issue.       

Id. at 30336 (emphasis added).

Witness

Nothing in the final regulations prevents Title IX Coordinators from 

offering recommendations regarding responsibility to the decision-

maker for consideration, but the final regulations require the ultimate 

determination regarding responsibility to be reached by an individual 

(i.e., the decision-maker) who did not participate in the case as an 

investigator or Title IX Coordinator. 

Id. at 30372.

Recommendations to a Decision -Maker?

The final regulations revise § 106.45(b)(7)(iv) to state that the 

Title IX Coordinator is responsible for effective 

implementation of remedies,thereby indicating that where a 

written determination states that the recipient will provide 

remedies to a complainant, the complainant can then 

communicate separately with the Title IX Coordinator to 

discuss the nature of such remedies.     

Id. at 30520 (emphasis added).

Remedies

ÅAssigns investigator(s) (if multiple options are available)

ÅAssigns decision -maker(s) (if multiple options are 

available)

ÅImplements and manages supportive measures

ÅImplements and manages remedies

ÅDelegation of tasks

Coordination Function/Point Person

Nothing in the final regulations restricts the tasks that a Title IX 

Coordinator may delegate to other personnel, but the recipient itself is 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŜǘΣ 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ¢ƛǘƭŜ 

IX Coordinator under these final regulations, and the Department will 

hold the recipient responsible for meeting all obligations under these 

final regulations. 

Id. at 30463 (emphasis added).

Delegation of Tasks
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Every Title IX Coordinator must be free from conflicts of interest and 

bias and, under revised § 106.45(b)(1)(iii), trained in how to serve 

impartially and avoid prejudgment of the facts at issue. No recipient is 

permitted to ignore a sexual harassment report, regardless of the 

identity of the person alleged to have been victimized, and whether or 

not a school administrator might be inclined to apply harmful 

stereotypes against believing complainants generally or based on the 

ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ 

Id. at 30083 (emphasis added).

Bias/Conflicts of Interest/Prejudice

¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ 

regulations work within a framework where ŀ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ 

are permitted to serve as Title IX personnel, and the potential conflicts of 

interest this creates. . . . The Department declines to require recipients to use 

outside, unaffiliated Title IX personnel because the Department does not 

conclude that such prescription is necessary to effectuate the purposes of the 

final regulations; although recipients may face challenges with respect to 

ensuring that personnel serve free from conflicts of interest and bias, 

ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ 

own employees.   

Id. at 30251-52 (emphasis added, internal citation omitted).

Bias/Conflicts of ϥnterest/Prejudice ContɅd

[T]he 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ 

themselves, and not to the individual personnel serving as Title IX Coordinators, 

investigators, decision-makers, or persons who facilitate an informal resolution 

process. Thus, the Department will hold a recipient accountable for the end result of 

using Title IX personnel free from conflicts of interest and bias, regardless of the 

employment or supervisory relationships among various Title IX personnel. To the 

extent that recipients wish to adopt best practices to better ensure that conflicts of 

interest do not cause violations of the final regulations, recipients have discretion to 

adopt practices suggested by commenters, such as ensuring that investigators have 

institutional independence or deciding that Title IX Coordinators should have no 

role in the hiring or firing of investigators.   Id. at 30252.

Bias/Conflicts of ϥnterest/Prejudice ContɅd

[T]he Department declines to state whether particular professional 

experiences or affiliations do or do not constitute per se violations of §

106.45(b)(1)(iii). The Department acknowledges the concerns expressed 

both by commenters concerned that certain professional qualifications 

(e.g., a history of working in the field of sexual violence) may indicate bias, 

and by commenters concerned that excluding certain professionals out of 

fear of bias would improperly exclude experienced, knowledgeable 

individuals who are capable of serving impartially. 

Id. at 30252 (emphasis added).

Bias/Conflicts of ϥnterest/Prejudice ContɅd

Whether bias exists requires examination of the particular facts of a situation and the 

Department encourages recipients to apply an objective (whether a reasonable person 

would believe bias exists), common sense approach to evaluating whether a particular 

person serving in a Title IX role is biased, exercising caution not to apply generalizations 

that might unreasonably conclude that bias exists (for example, assuming that all self -

professed feminists, or self -described survivors, are biased against men, or that a male is 

incapable of being sensitive to women, or that prior work as a victim advocate, or as a 

defense attorney, renders the person biased for or against complainants or 

respondents), bearing in mind that the very training required by § 106.45(b)(1)(iii) is 

intended to provide Title IX personnel with the tools needed to serve impartially and 

without bias such that the prior professional experience of a person whom a recipient 

would like to have in a Title IX role need not disqualify the person from obtaining the 

requisite training to serve impartially in a Title IX role .    

Id. at 30252 (emphasis added).

Bias/Conflicts of ϥnterest/Prejudice ContɅd

The Department cautions parties and recipients from 

concluding bias, or possible bias, based solely on the outcomes 

of grievance processes decided under the final regulations; for 

example, the mere fact that a certain number of outcomes 

result in determinations of responsibility, or non -responsibility, 

does not necessarily indicate or imply bias on the part of Title 

IX personnel.    

Id. at 30252 (emphasis added).

Bias/Conflicts of ϥnterest/Prejudice ContɅd
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All Title IX personnel should serve in their roles impartially. 

All Title IX personnel should avoid 

Åprejudgment of facts

Åprejudice

Åconflicts of interest

Åbias 

Åsex stereotypes 

Final Thoughts

ÅKnow when to ask for legal assistance.

ÅReach out to colleagues at other institutions.

ÅOrchestrating and planning are big parts of the job.

ÅEnsure supportive measures and remedies are effectively 

administered.

ÅSeek continuing training and educational opportunities.

Final Thoughts for Title ϥX CoordinatorsɎ

ÅYou are the lynchpin for Title IX compliance for your 
institution.

ÅYou are the expert on your campus for Title IX compliance.

ÅYou can help to ensure Title IX procedures are free from 
bias and conflicts of interest.

ÅYou are essential in fulfilling the mission of Title IX Ɂto 
reduce or eliminate barriers to educational opportunities 
created by sex discrimination!

Final Thoughts for Title ϥX CoordinatorsɎ

Thank YouɎ

Assessment to followɎ

Records Management 
and FERPA

Melissa M. Carleton

Bricker & Eckler LLP

Copyrighted material. May not be 
reproduced without permission.

1033 1034

1035 1036

1037 1038



©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

TRACK 1 ɀTitle IX Coordinators

TRACK 2 ɀTitle IX Decision -Makers and 

Student Conduct Administrators

TRACK 3 ɀTitle IX Investigators

This Module is Designed for:

ÅWhat laws protect confidentiality in Title IX cases?

ÅFERPA

ÅClery Act

ÅHIPAA?

ÅTitle IX itself

ÅState laws

ÅWhat information must the Title IX office maintain?

ÅWhat information is available to the public?

Agenda

ÅFamily Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974

Å20 U.S.C. 1232g; 34 C.F.R. Part 99

ÅProhibits colleges from disclosing educational records, or the 

personally identifiable information contained therein, without the 

written consent of the eligible student, unless an exception is met 

that allows disclosure without consent.  20 U.S.C. 1232g(b)(1).

FERPA ɀBasic Prohibition

ÅɈDisclosureɉ

ÅPermitting Ɉaccess to or the release, transfer, or other 

communication of personally identifiable information contained in 

education records by any means, including oral, written, or 

electronic means, to any party except the party identified as the 

party that provided or created the record.ɉ  34 C.F.R. 99.3

FERPA - Disclosure

ÅYes:

ÅɈRecords that are directly related to 

a student and maintained by an 

educational agency or a party acting 

for that agencyɉ 34 C.F.R. 99.3

ÅDisciplinary records

ÅHandwriting, print, computer media, 

video tape, audio tape, film, 

microfilm, microfiche

ÅEMAILS

ÅNo:
ÅPersonal notes, 34 C.F.R. 99.3

ÅEmployee records, 34 C.F.R. 99.3

ÅLaw enforcement records, 34 C.F.R. 

99.3

ÅGrades on peer-graded papers, 

before they are collected and 

recorded by a teacher (Sup. Ct., 2002)

ÅTreatment records, 34 C.F.R. 99.3

ÅAlumni records, 34 C.F.R. 99.3

Educational Records?

ÅIncludes:

ÅStudentɅs name

ÅName of the studentɅs parents and other family members

ÅAddress of the student or the studentɅs family

ÅSocial security numbers

ÅStudent ID numbers

ÅBiometric records (fingerprints, retina scans)

ÅStudentɅs date of birth, place of birth, and motherɅs maiden name

Personally Identifiable Information
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ÅALSO Includes:

ÅOther information that, alone or in combination, is linked or 

linkable to a specific student that would allow a reasonable person 

in the school community who does not have personal knowledge 

of the relevant circumstances, to identify the student with 

reasonable certainty; and

ÅInformation requested by a person who the educational agency or 

institution reasonably believes knows the identity of the student to 

whom the education record relates.

Personally Identifiable Information

ÅStudents who are 18 years of age or are attending an 

institution of postsecondary education (Ɉeligible 

students ɉ) must be permitted to access their education 

records.

ÅAccess:

ÅMeans the opportunity inspect/review records

ÅDoes not mean that they get copies, unless circumstances would 

effectively prevent the eligible student from exercising their rights 

without copies

Who May Access Records?

ÅParents of Eligible Students may access information:

ÅWith consent of the eligible student

ÅIf your institution permits the release of information to parents of tax 

dependent students , and it notifies those students of this in its annual 

FERPA notice

ÅIf the student is under the age of 21 and the student has violated a law, 

rule, or policy governing the use or possession of alcohol or a controlled 
substance and the institution has determined that the student has 

committed a disciplinary violation with respect to that use or 
possession, 34 C.F.R. 99.31(a)(15)

ÅIf another exception is met to disclose without consent of the student

But Wait ɀWhat About Parents?

ÅɈSchool officialsɉ may access student records if the school 

determines that they have a legitimate educational interest in 

such records.  34 C.F.R. 99.31(a)(1)(i)(A).

ÅɈSchool officialsɉ should be defined in your policy and annual FERPA notice.

ÅContractors, consultants, and even volunteers may be Ɉschool officialsɉ in some 

situations.

ÅUse Ɉreasonable methodsɉ to ensure that educational records are not accessed 

by school officials that do not have a legitimate educational interest in them.

ÅBe cautious in your sharing of information only with those who

Ɉneed to knowɉ and telling them what they need to know.

Access for School Officials

ÅOther individuals may access educational records with 

a signed and dated written consent from the eligible 

student. 

ÅThe written consent must:

ÅSpecify the records that may be disclosed;

ÅState the purpose of the disclosure; and

ÅIdentify the party or class of parties to whom the disclosure may 

be made.  34 C.F.R. 99.30.

Access by Consent

ÅDirectory Information

ÅHealth or Safety Emergency

ÅPost-Secondary Disclosure to Victim of Certain Violent/Sexual 
Crimes

ÅPost-Secondary Disclosure of Final Disciplinary Result, Certain 
Violent/Sexual Crimes

ÅDisclosure of Sanctions Relating to Harassed Student

ÅStudentɅs New School

ÅCompletely De -Identified/Redacted Records

ÅJudicial Order/Subpoena

ÅGovernment Audit/Investigation

Exceptions ɀDisclosure without Consent
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IFlaw/regs 
permit disclosure

AND policy 
permits disclosure

AND annual notice 
permits disclosure

Only then 
MAYyou disclose

But just because you 
CANdoesnõt mean 

you SHOULD.

ÅɈDirectory informationɉ may be released without consent, if 
the annual FERPA notice includes what constitutes 
directory information and how to opt out of such 
disclosures.  34 C.F.R. 99.37

ÅDirectory information typically includes:
ÅStudentɅs name, address, telephone number

ÅDate and place of birth

ÅEnrollment dates

ÅParticipation in school activities

ÅWeight and height of members of athletic teams

ÅDirectory information does not include social security 
numbers

Directory Information

ÅSchools may disclose information to appropriate 

parties in connection with an emergency if knowledge 

of the information is necessary to protect the health or 

safety of the student or others .  34 C.F.R. 99.36(a).

ÅLook to the Ɉtotality of the circumstancesɉ to 

determine whether there is an Ɉarticulable and 

significant threat ɉ before disclosing information 

without consent.  34 C.F.R. 99.36(c).  

ÅSuch threat must be recorded in the access log.  34 C.F.R. 99.36(c).

Health or Safety Emergency

ÅComments to the FERPA regulations state there must 

be an Ɉactual, impending, or imminent emergency ɉ or a 

situation where warning signs lead school officials to 

believe that the student Ɉmay harm himself or others 

at any moment .ɉ  However, an emergency does not

mean a threat of a possible emergency for which the 

likelihood of occurrence is unknown.  73 FR 74838 (Dec. 

9, 2008)

Health or Safety Emergency

ÅDisclosures may be made to the victim of an alleged perpetrator 
of a crime of violence or a non -forcible sex offense

ÅCrime of violence includes forcible sex offenses (rape, sodomy, sexual assault 

with an object, fondling).  See 34 C.F.R. 99.39.

ÅThe disclosure may only include the final results of the 

disciplinary proceeding with respect to that alleged crime or 
offense.  Final results include:

ÅName of the student

ÅViolation committed (code section and essential findings to support violation)

ÅSanction imposed, date of imposition, and duration

ÅDisclosure may occur regardless of whether violation was found 
to have been committed.

Disclosure to Crime Victims

ÅInstitutions of postsecondary education may disclose 

final disciplinary results if:

ÅA student is an alleged perpetrator of a crime of violence or non -

forcible sex offence (see 34 C.F.R. 99.39) and

ÅWith respect to the allegation, the student has committed a 

violation of the institutionɅs rules or policies.

ÅThe student may not disclose the name of any other 

student, including a victim or witness, without prior 

written consent of the other student.

ÅSee 34 C.F.R. 99.31(a)(14); 34 C.F.R. 99.39

Disciplinary Results to Public
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ÅɈThe Department has long viewed FERPA as permitting 

a school to Ɏ the harassed student Ɏ information 

about the sanction imposed upon a student who was 

found to have engaged in harassment when that 

sanction directly relates to the harassed student.ɉ

ÅFebruary 9, 2015 Letter to Loren W. Soukup (relies on January 

2001 OCR Guidance re: Sexual Harassment in Schools)

ÅAvailable online at http://ow.ly/QLOX303yUre

Sanctions to Harassed Student

ÅRecords can be disclosed to officials of another school 
where the student seeks to enroll, intends to enroll, or has 
enrolled, so long as the disclosure is for purposes related to 
the studentɅs enrollment or transfer.  34 C.F.R. 99.31(A)(2).

ÅPrior to disclosure, the previous school must attempt to 
notify the eligible student of the disclosure, unless the 
annual notice states that such disclosures may be made 
without notice. 34 C.F.R. 99.34(a)

ÅIf such a disclosure is made, the eligible student may 
request a receive a copy of the record that was disclosed, 
and also a hearing. 34 C.F.R. 99.34(a)(2) and (3).

Records to New School

ÅRecords may be released if all personally-identifiable information has been 
redacted , as long as the school/college has made a reasonable determination 
that a studentɅs identity is not personally identifiable, whether through single or 
multiple releases, and taking into account other reasonably available 
information.

ÅSee October 19, 2004 Letter to Robin Parker, available online at: 
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/library/unofmiami.html --Ɉϥf, 
because of other records that have been released, the redaction of names, 
identification numbers, and dates and times of incidents is not sufficient to 
prevent the identification of a student involved in a disciplinary proceeding, 
including, but not limited to, student victims and student witnesses, then FERPA 
prohibits the University from having a policy or practice of releasing the 
information as such.  The University either must remove or redact all of the 
information in the education record that would make a studentɅs identity easily 
traceable or refuse to release the requested education record at all.ɉ 

De-Identified/Redacted Records

ÅInstitution must disclose to comply with a judicial order 

or lawfully issued subpoena

ÅMust make a reasonable effort to notify the eligible student before 

disclosure so that they can seek protective action against the 

order or subpoena (i.e. a Ɉmotion to quashɉ)

ÅThe rules about notifying the student are different if the court 

order or subpoena requires secrecy (e.g. due to terroristic threats)

ÅSee 34 C.F.R. 99.31(a)(9)

Judicial Order/Subpoena

ÅFERPA does not prohibit disclosure in the following 

cases:

ÅGovernment officials for audit purposes ɀSee 34 C.F.R. § 99.35

ÅEducational research studies ɀSee 34 C.F.R. § 99.31(a)(6)

ÅAccrediting agencies for purposes of carrying out accrediting 

functions ɀ34 C.F.R. § 99.31

Government Audit/Investigation

ÅɈThe obligation to comply with [the Title ϥX regulations] 

is not obviated or alleviated by the FERPA statute, 20 

U.S.C. 1232g, or FERPA regulations, 34 CFR part 99.ɉ

Å34 C.F.R. 106.6(f)

What does Title IX say about FERPA?
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ÅIn cases involving sexual assault, dating violence, domestic 
violence, and stalking, you must provide victims with information 
about how you will protect their confidentiality and how you will 
complete publicly available recordkeeping (like your Clery crime 
log) without inclusion of personally identifying information about 
the victim.

ÅBe careful of names, locations, contact information, identifying 
information

ÅLike FERPA, you can release information if the release is 
compelled by statute or court order and you take reasonable 
steps to notify the victim of the disclosure.

ÅSee 34 C.F.R. 668.46(b)(11)(iii) for more details.

Clery Act 

ÅIn cases involving sexual assault, dating violence, domestic 
violence, and stalking, the institution must share with both 
parties:
ÅThe result of any institutional disciplinary proceeding, including any initial, 

interim, and final decision by the institution, as well as the rationale for the result 
and the sanctions

ÅThe institutionɅs procedures for appeal , if such procedures are available

ÅAny change to the result and

ÅWhen such results become final

ÅAny information that will be used during informal and formal disciplinary 
meetings and hearings

ÅCompliance with the above does not constitute a violation of 
FERPA per 34 C.F.R. 668.46(l).

Clery Act 

ÅHIPAA protects certain treatment records that may be held 

by your institutionɅs health/counseling center or hospital.

ÅGenerally, when a party provides written consent for 

treatment records to be used in Title IX proceedings, they 

become education records subject to FERPA, not HIPAA

ÅSee Joint Guidance on the Application of FERPA and HIPAA 

to Student Health Records, U.S. Department of Education 

and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 

December 2019

HIPAA?

Section 106.71(a) requires recipients to keep confidential the 
identity of any individual who has made a report or complaint 
of sex discrimination, including any individual who has made 
a report or filed a formal complaint of sexual harassment, any 
complainant, any individual who has been reported to be the 
perpetrator of sex discrimination, any respondent , and any 
witness (unless permitted by FERPA, or required under law, or 
as necessary to conduct proceedings under Title IX), and §
106.71(b) states that exercise of rights protected by the First 
Amendment is not retaliation . 

Final regulations at 30071.

Title IX and Confidentiality

Section 106.30 defining Ɉsupportive measuresɉ instructs 

recipients to keep confidential the provision of 

supportive measures except as necessary to provide the 

supportive measures . These provisions are intended to 

protect the confidentiality of complainants, 

respondents, and witnesses during a Title IX process, 

subject to the recipientɅs ability to meet its Title ϥX 

obligations consistent with constitutional protections . 

Final regulations at 30071.

Title IX and Confidentiality

. . . abuses of a partyɅs ability to discuss the allegations can be 

addressed through tort law and retaliation prohibitions. 

[§106.45(b)(5)(iii)] applies only to discussion of ɄɄthe allegations 

under investigation,ɅɅ which means that where a complainant 

reports sexual harassment but no formal complaint is filed, §

106.45(b)(5)(iii) does not apply, leaving recipients discretion to 

impose non -disclosure or confidentiality requirements on 

complainants and respondents.

Final regulations at 30296.

ɈGag Ordersɉ Not Permitted, ButɎ
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Recipients may require parties and advisors to refrain from 

disseminating the evidence (for instance, by requiring parties 

and advisors to sign a non -disclosure agreement that permits 

review and use of the evidence only for purposes of the Title IX 

grievance process), thus providing recipients with discretion as 

to how to provide evidence to the parties that directly relates 

to the allegations raised in the formal complaint.  

Final Regulations at 30304.

Non -Disclosure Agreements?

ÅPrivacy laws vary from state to state but may include 

causes of action such as:

ÅɈRight of privacyɉ

ÅɈFalse light invasion of privacyɉ

ÅDefamation

ÅProtections for employee personnel files

ÅConsult with legal counsel for additional restrictions 

that may apply regarding release of records and 

information in your state

State Laws

Å34 C.F.R. 106.45(b)(10) ɀeffective August 14, 2020

ÅRecipients must keep records for seven years:

ÅEach sexual harassment investigation including any determination 

regarding responsibility and any audio or audiovisual recording or transcript 

required under paragraph (b)(6)(i) [hearings], any disciplinary sanctions 

imposed on the respondent, and any remedies provided to the 

complainant designed to restore or preserve equal access to the recipientɅs 

education program or activity

ÅAny appeal and the result therefrom

ÅAny informal resolution and the result therefrom

ÅAll materials used to train Title IX Coordinators, investigators, decision-

makers, and any person who facilitates an informal resolution process.  

[must make available on website]

Maintenance of Records

Å34 C.F.R. 106.45(b)(10) ɀeffective August 14, 2020
ÅRecipients must keep records for seven years:

ÅFor each response required under 106.44, a recipient must create, and 
maintain, records of any actions, including any supportive measures, taken in 
response to a report or formal complaint of sexual harassment. 

ÅIn each instance, the recipient must document the basis for its conclusion that 
its response was not deliberately indifferent, and document that it has taken 
measures designed to restore or preserve equal access to the recipientɅs 
education program or activity.

ÅIf a recipient does not provide a complainant with supportive measures, the 
recipient must document the reasons why such a response was not clearly 
unreasonable in light of the known circumstances.

ÅThe documentation of certain bases or measures does not limit the recipient in 
the future from providing additional explanations or detailing additional 
measures taken.

Maintenance of Records

ÅPublic records law often requires release of information unless another law 
prohibits it

ÅDoes FERPA prohibit release, or does it allow it?

ÅNo release of redacted records where journalist knew identity of student:  Krakauer v. State, 
396 Mont. 247 (Mont. Sup. Ct., July 3, 2019)

ÅNo release without consent of students, even when students went to media.  University of 
Kentucky v. The Kernel Press, Case No. 16-CI-3229 (Fayette Circuit Court, 8th Div. Jan. 23, 2017)

ÅMust release disciplinary information about students found responsible for sexual assaults on 
campus:  DTH Media Corp. v. Folt, Case No. 142PA18 (N.C. Sup. Ct. May 1, 2020)

ÅNo implied waiver of consent requirements where a student voluntarily goes 
to the media .  Letter to Honorable Mark R. Herring, Family Policy and 
Compliance Office, July 2, 2015, available online at 
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/doc/letter -to -va-attorney -general -
mark -herring.pdf   

Public Right to Know?

Thank you!

Assessment to followɎ
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Title IX: Campus Culture 
and Prevention 

Peter Lake

Professor of Law, Charles A. Dana Chair, and 
Director of the Center for Excellence in Higher 
Education Law and Policy  

Stetson University College of Law Copyrighted material. May not be 
reproduced without permission.

TRACK 1 ɀTitle IX Coordinators

This Module is Designed for:

LakeɅs Four Corners of Title ϥX Regulatory Compliance

Four Corners Model

Organization and 
Management

Investigation, Discipline and 
Grievance Procedures

Impacted Individual 
Assistance  

Campus Culture and 
Climate

Title IX 
Compliance

2012 US Dept. of 
Education/
Yale University 
Voluntary Resolution 
Agreement

Where and when did the culture/climate 
concept arise?

¢ƘŜ hōŀƳŀ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ άŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎέ ŀƴŘ άŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪǎέ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ 

agreements and other publications.

YaleɎwill conduct periodic assessments (at least annually) of campus 
climate with regard to gender discrimination, sexual misconduct and Title 
ϥX, seeking input from students and student groups, including womenɅs 
groups, as well as a wide variety of other sources.

The University will consider such assessments in identifying future actions 
to ensure that it maintains an environment that is safe and supportive to 
all students and in compliance with Title IX. 

US Dept. of Ed., Office for Civil Rights, Yale University Voluntary Resolution Agreement, June 11, 2012, pg. 5.

Yale Resolution Agreement

In 2013 Yale assessed 
the following four items:

1. The communityɅs current understanding of YaleɅs policies, 
procedures, and resources relating to sexual misconduct;

2. Community membersɅ impressions of the sexual climate in 
their own schools/departments and the University more 
generally;

3. Whether and how individuals feel they can influence the day -
to -day climate in which they study, work, and live; 

4. What additional actions the University should take to address 
and prevent sexual misconduct.

Yale University, Report of the 2012-13 Campus Sexual Climate Assessment, May 15, 2013, pg. 5.

Yale AssessedɎ
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2014 Report
Not Alone

The White House Task Force to Protect Students 
from Sexual Assault (Not Alone report in April 2014)

Provided schools with a toolkit for developing and conducting a climate survey.

Called on colleges and universities to voluntarily conduct the survey in 2015.  The 
surveys were never mandated by the Obama administration, although some 

thought they might eventually be required through legislation or administrative 
enforcement.

The Department understands that sexual harassment occurs throughout society 

and not just in educational environments, that data support the proposition that 

harassing behavior can escalate if left unaddressed, and that prevention of sexual 

harassment incidents before they occur is a worthy and desirable goal. The final 

regulations describe the Title IX legal obligations to which the Department will 

vigorously hold schools, colleges, and universities accountable in responding to 

sexual harassment incidents. Identifying the root causes and reducing the 

ǇǊŜǾŀƭŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƻǳǊ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳǇǳǎŜǎ 

remains within the province of schools, colleges, universities, advocates, and 

experts.

How is this addressed in the new regulations?

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs 
or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 
2020)(final rule) (online at https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-
19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30070 (emphasis added).

Guiding Principles 
For Addressing 

Campus Culture and 
Climate for Title IX 

Purposes

Guiding Principle #1: 
Education

Education is the great hope in overcoming 

violence.

RFK discussed the challenges of the Ɉmindless menace of 

violence.ɉ Robert F. Kennedy, Cleveland, Ohio, 1968.

Education

What we need in the United States is not violence 

or lawlessness; but love and wisdom, and 

compassion toward one another, and a feeling of 

justice toward those who still suffer within our 

countryɎ
Robert F. Kennedy,

Indianapolis, Indiana, 1968 

Education
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ÅIdentify core educational challenges and opportunities.

ÅUtilize academic departments focused on related issues: (Health studies, 

gender studies, etc.)

ÅNew regulations allow us to address Ɉtriggerɉ and other issues in the 

classroom; Ɉthe classroom exceptionɉ

ÅTrain staff, faculty and students on Title IX, including sexual violence and

other forms of sexual harassment in light of the three -part definition

ÅNew regulations may help to identify Ɉcapitalɉ offenses and stress the 

importance of fairness in all equal opportunity work Ɂand the damaging 

impacts of bias

ÅUse informal resolution as an opportunity for education if appropriate; 

conflict resolution skill development

Education

The Department appreciates commenters who expressed a belief in the importance 

of educating students about consent, healthy relationships and communication, 

drug and alcohol issues, and sexual assault prevention (as well as bullying and 

ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅύΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜǊǎΩ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ 

preventing sexual harassment from occurring in the first place are beneficial and 

desirable. Although the Department does not control school curricula and does 

not require recipients to provide instruction regarding sexual consent, nothing in 

ǘƘŜǎŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƳǇŜŘŜǎ ŀ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

information to students.

Education

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs 
or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 
2020)(final rule) (online at https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-
19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30125-26 (emphasis added).

Guiding Principle #2:
The Law

ÅThe law recognizes its own limits with regard to 

combatting sex discrimination

ÅThus, voluntary compliance

ÅResist ɈLegaleseɉ where possible

ÅRemember, the Department of Education states that

ÅColleges are not courtrooms; evidence in a Ɉusualɉ sense

ÅTitle IX personnel and advisors need not be legally trained

ÅIt believes that the new regulations will not be a cause for increased litigation

The Law

Guiding Principle #3:
The Title IX System Itself

ÅMake your Title IX efforts known to the community

ÅPromote the positive work you are doing to keep your community free from discrimination. 

What are the most positive features of the new regulations? How will you articulate that?

ÅLook to schools that have been through an investigation, for clues 

(especially investigations occurring after the new regulations are 
effective)

ÅUtilize the wisdom and experience of campus constituencies to help 
assess systems

ÅTitle IX promotes fairness and has other objectives.

ÅEffective response to Title IX incidents helps to foster a healthy culture!

ÅTitle IX personnel must serve impartially, free from bias, sex stereotyping, prejudgment, 

prejudice, etc.  This is essential for trust in the Title IX grievance process!

The Title IX System Itself
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Guiding Principle #4: 
Integration

Å Integrate Title IX with other public health and wellness 
initiatives, such as alcohol and other drug prevention:: 
Prevention, Provention and Education. 

Å Recognize that specific training for Title IX compliance 
purposes will exist as a subset of broader campus trainings 
and other initiatives. 

Å ϥnterface Title ϥX into your institutionɅs mission statement 
and enterprise risk management (ERM) system.

Å Consider articulation of Title ϥXɅs mission in social justice 
work where appropriate.

Integration

Guiding Principle #5: 
Sensitivity

ÅSonar 

ÅMulticultural Initiatives

ÅLGBTQIA

ÅReligious Institutions

ÅCOVID-19 context and the ɈGreat Disruptionɉ

ÅChoose your words and images; find the memes 

and thought leaders energizing your community

Sensitivity

Guiding Principle #6: 
Prevention

ÅAODV preventionɎ.and pro vention

ÅSocial norming on violence

ÅBystander prevention programs

ÅEnlist everyone in prevention efforts

Prevention

1093 1094

1095 1096

1097 1098



©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

ÅUse evidence -based strategies ɀCenters for Disease 

Control and Prevention, Division of Violence Prevention, 

Preventing Sexual Violence on College Campuses: Lessons 

from Research and Practice (April 2014)

ÅUse a comprehensive strategy ɁConsider the following 

model from the CDC,  Preventing Sexual Violence on College 

Campuses: Lessons from Research and Practice (April 2014) 

Prevention

1100

Sexual assault prevention and awareness programs 

are required under the Clery Act

ɈPrograms to prevent dating violence, domestic 

violence, sexual assault, and stalking. As required by 

paragraph (b)(11) of this section, an institution must 

include in its annual security report a statement of 

policy that addresses the institutionɅs programs to 

prevent dating violence, domestic violence, sexual 

assault, and stalking.ɉ

Prevention programs are legally required:
VAWA Regs 34 CFR 668.46 (j)

ÅDescription of primary prevention and awareness programs 
for all incoming students and employees

ÅA statement that the institution prohibits the crimes of dating violence, 
domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking

ÅThe definitions of the terms above

ÅThe definition of consent

ÅDescription of safe bystander intervention options

ÅInformation on risk reduction

ÅDescription of the institutionɅs ongoing prevention and 
awareness campaigns for students and employees

VAWA Regs 34 CFR 668.46 (j)

¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜǊǎΩ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

measures preventing sexual harassment from 

occurring in the first place are beneficial and 

desirable.

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs 
or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 
2020)(final rule) (online at https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-
19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30126.

[T]he final regulations neither require nor prohibit a recipient from 

disseminating information about bystander intervention designed to 

prevent sexual harassment. . . . Similarly, nothing in the final 

regulations requires or prohibits a recipient from posting flyers on 

campus encouraging students and others to report sexual harassment; 

recipients should retain flexibility to communicate with their 

educational community regarding the importance of reporting sexual 

harassment.

Id. at 30471.
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The Department declines to . . . add a requirement of educational 

outreach and prevention programming elsewhere within the final 

regulations. The Department notes that nothing in the final regulations 

prevents recipients from undertaking such efforts. . . . With respect to a 

general requirement that recipients provide prevention and community 

education programming, the final regulations are focused on governing 

ŀ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ 

ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ 

discretion. 

Id. at 30190.

ÅFlexibility to do prevention work does not mean do 
nothing!

ÅRemember to combat bias, sex stereotypes, prejudice and 
pre -judgement in campus Title IX efforts: the values of a 
well -run Title IX system are important for a community.

ÅEncourage constructive dialogue about Title IX compliance 
efforts.

ÅCelebrate efficacy where it exists.

ÅRemember the mission of Title IX.

Final Thoughts

Enacted by Congress, Title IX seeks to   
reduce or eliminate barriers to 

educational opportunity caused by sex 
discrimination in institutions that receive 

federal funding. 

This is the mission of Title IX!

Thank YouɎ

Assessment will follow.

Title IX Update:        
Fall 2021
Peter Lake

Professor of Law, Charles A. Dana Chair, and 
Director of the Center for Excellence in Higher 
Education Law and Policy 

Stetson University College of Law Copyrighted material. May not be 
reproduced without permission.

TRACK 1 ɀTitle IX Coordinators

TRACK 2 ɀTitle IX Decision -Makers and 

Student Conduct Administrators

TRACK 3 ɀTitle IX Investigators

This Module is Designed for:
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Current State of Title IX

Current State of Title IXτWhere are we?

ÅBiden Administration

Å New Education Secretary Miguel Cardona 

Å Deputy Assistant Secretary Suzanne Goldberg (Columbia) will oversee Title IX policy 

Å Catherine Lhamon has been nominated for Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights

Å Biden executive order created a White House Gender Policy Council

Å LSU under Title IX-related DOE investigation (also under investigation for Clery Act)/LSU 

Law Firm Report/NASA Voluntary Resolution Agreement (March 22, 2021)

Å NASA resolution/Executive Order on Guaranteeing an Educational Environment Free from 
Discrimination on the Basis of Sex, Including Sexual Orientation or Gender Identity

Å 100-day review at Department of Education 

Å Biden gave all clear to issue new guidance and revise, rescind or suspend the Title IX 

regulations.

Å Rep. Foxx and Sen. Burr wrote letters to Secretary Cardona urging him not to change 2020 Title 

IX regulations

Dept. of Education, Letter to Students, Educators, and other Stakeholders 
re Executive Order 14021 Notice of Language Assistance (April 6, 2021)

ÅA comprehensive review of Title IX regulations will include:

ÅPublic Hearings [OCCURRED IN JUNE 2021. TRANSCRIPT RELEASED JULY 20, 2021]  

ÅOCR seeks to hear from as many interested parties as possible. We recognize that many 

students, parents, teachers, faculty members, school staff, administrators, and other 

members of the public have important insights to share on the issue of sexual harassment 

in school environments, including sexual violence, and discrimination based on sexual 

orientation and gender identity. To facilitate this sharing of views, the Department plans to 

hold a public hearing in which students, educators, and others with interest and expertise in 

Title IX will be able to participate by offering oral comments and written submissions. OCR 

expects to announce the dates and times for this hearing in the coming weeks. More 

information regarding this public hearing, including dates, times, and how to register to 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǎ wƻƻƳ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ h/wΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

(https://www.ed.gov/ocr/newsroom.html) and in a forthcoming Federal Register notice. 

Letter to Students, Educators, and other Stakeholders re 
9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ hǊŘŜǊ мплнм bƻǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ /ƻƴǘΩŘ

ÅForthcoming Q&A  [Released on July 20, 2021]

Å!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀǎ ŀƳŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ нлнлΣ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴ 

effect. To assist schools, students, and others, OCR plans to issue a question-and-
answer document in the coming months. The purpose of this Q&A document will be 

ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƭŀǊƛǘȅ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ h/w ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

under the 2020 amendments, including the areas in which schools have discretion in 

their procedures for responding to reports of sexual harassment. 

ÅNotice of Proposed Rulemaking [Anticipated/Possibly May 2022]

Å!ŦǘŜǊ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 

Title IX regulations and other agency actions, OCR anticipates publishing in the 

CŜŘŜǊŀƭ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǊǳƭŜƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƳŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· 

regulations. This notice will provide individuals, organizations, schools, and other 

members of the public with an additional opportunity to share insights and views 
through a formal notice-and-comment period. 

Current State of Title IXτWhere are we?

ÅVAWA Reauthorization
Å Especially important since there is information that domestic violence has 

increased during the pandemic  CCJ, Impact Report: COVID-19 and Domestic Violence Trends (Feb. 2021).

Å Cleared the House, faces obstacles in the senate 

Å Strengthen[s] enforcement of court orders that require convicted abusers 
to relinquish their firearms, 

Å Extend[s] protections to immigrant women and transgender women, 

Å Ensur[es] ϥndigenous tribesɅ jurisdiction over non-Native perpetrators of 
sexual assault and domestic violence on tribal lands, 

Å Clos[es] the Ɉboyfriend loopholeɉ by prohibiting anyone convicted of 
dating violence from purchasing a firearm.  Smeal and SpillarΣ CŜƳƛƴƛǎǘǎΩ Dƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ wŀǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ 

ERA and Ending Violence Against Women Are Inextricably Linked, Ms. Magazine (April 6, 2021).

Current State of Title IXτWhere are we?

ÅRecission of Clery Handbook in October 2020

Å Trump administration viewed some parts as overreach

Å Look to the actual regulations for guidance/indications that some 
form of handbook will return

Å Recission impact on campus Title IX obligations

ÅEqual Rights Amendment

Å Efforts to pass have been renewed in the House

ÅSCOTUS

Å Justice Comey Barrett now sits on the High Court

Å Her opinion in Purdue in a7th Circuit case in 2019τfocus on due 
process and a relaxed standard to plead sex discrimination.
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Current State of Title IXτWhere are we?

Å In June 2021, DOJ issued a statement of interest regarding the University of Nebraska 

stating the university adopted inappropriate definitions of discrimination and 

harassment in alleged sexual misconduct against male athletes

Å House passed the Equality Act

Å Sweeping protections for LGBTQ individuals in many areas, such as education, 

employment, housing, etc.

Å Currently in Senate committee

Å Gender Pay Equity

ÅaŜƎŀƴ wŀǇƛƴƻŜΣ ¦Φ{Φ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ƻŎŎŜǊ ǎǘŀǊΣ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ ŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 

committee to testify

Current State of Title IXτWhere are we?

ÅDiversity Training

Å Trump restricted diversity training for federal agencies in 2020

Å Biden reversed this in his first days in office in 2021

Å Chris Quintana, ¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƛǎ ŘŜŀŘ ςor is it? 

Colleges are still feeling its effects, USA Today (Feb. 6, 2021).

ÅPost-Covid

ÅάwƻŀǊƛƴƎ нлǎέ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴΚ

ÅActivism on All Sides

Å New report from Know Your IX, The Cost of Reporting: Perpetrator Retaliation, 

Institutional Betrayal, and Student Survivor Pushout (March 2021).

Å Alexis Gravely, Nominee Faces Criticism at Confirmation Hearing, Inside Higher 

Ed (July 14, 2021).

June 10, 2021 Letter to Dept. of Education, Spearheaded by 
the American Council on Education (ACE)

ÅSigned by:

ÅAmerican Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers 

ÅAmerican Association of Colleges for Teacher Education 

ÅAmerican Association of Community Colleges 

ÅAmerican Association of State Colleges and Universities 

ÅAmerican College Personnel Association 

ÅAmerican Council on Education 

ÅAmerican Dental Education Association 

ÅAmerican Indian Higher Education Consortium 

Å!tt!Σ ά[ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎέ 

ÅAssociation of American Colleges and Universities 

June 10, 2021 Letter to Dept. of Education Quotes

ÅΧǘƘŜ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƴǘƛǘƘŜǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
objectives of campus student disciplinary processes.

ÅΧŎƻƭƭŜƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻǳǊǘǎΣ ƴƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘ 
people of crimes, impose criminal sanctions, or award damages.

ÅΧ ǘƘŜ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƭŜƎŀƭ 
tribunals with highly prescriptive, court-like processes.

Å¢ƘŜ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ άƭƛǾŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎέ ǿƛǘƘ 
direct cross-ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ƻŦ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻǊ ŀƴ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦ ! άƭƛǾŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎέ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŎǊƻǎǎ-examination is not necessary in 
order to provide a thorough and fair process for determining the facts of a matter 
and a means for the parties to test the credibility of the other party and other 
witnesses.

ÅThe Regulations inappropriately extend these court-like and prescriptive 
processes to sexual harassment allegations involving employees.

WǳƴŜ млΣ нлнм [ŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ 5ŜǇǘΦ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ vǳƻǘŜǎ /ƻƴǘΩŘ

ÅThe Regulations fail to recognize the myriad other federal, state and local laws, judicial 
precedent, institutional commitments and values regarding the handling of sexual 
harassment with which campuses must also comply.

ÅThe Regulations also provide insufficient flexibility to allow campuses to choose between 
ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ άǇǊŜǇƻƴŘŜǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜέ ƻǊ άŎƭŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎέ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘƛŀǊȅ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΦ

ÅWe appreciate that the Regulations allow campuses to use informal resolution processes 
when both parties are fully informed of this option and voluntarily consent.

Å. . . the Regulations require colleges and universities to adopt a new Title IX-specific 
ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƛǘƭŜ ±LLΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ 
with definitions contained in campus sexual misconduct policies. The Regulations also raise 
questions about precisely what conduct will be considered to have occurred within a 
άǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦέ

ÅThe Regulations have driven up the costs and burden of compliance . . .

Å²ƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿŜ ǳǊƎŜ h/w ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ άƭƻƴƎ ƎŀƳŜέ ƛƴ 
mind, and look for solutions that are broadly supported by stakeholders. 

Title IX -Related Litigation
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Court Activity

Å Judicial activism and inactivism

Å Lower courts and SCOTUS

Å 6th Circuit in Baum

Å 7th Circuit in Purdue

Å 3rd Circuit in University of Sciences

Å Univ. of Southern California --$852 million settlement in case 

regarding abuse by campus gynecologist

Å Bostock

Å Lady of Guadalupe

Å NCAA v. Alston et al(See Jeremy Bauer-Wolf, Constitutional Due Process at Private Institutions? Inside Higher Ed (June 25, 2019).

Dimensions of Title IX-Related Litigation

ÅAthletic Equity

ÅDeliberate Indifference

ÅDue Process

ÅRetaliation

ÅErroneous Outcome

ÅSelective Enforcement

ÅPlausible Inference

ÅάtǊŜǾŜƴǘŀōƭŜέ {ŜȄǳŀƭ !ǎǎŀǳƭǘ /ƭŀƛƳǎ ςState Negligence Claims

ÅHazing/Student Suicide

ÅBreach of Contract

ÅNegligent Investigation?

Plausible Inference

ɢ[T]o state a claim under Title IX, the alleged facts, if true, must support a 
plausible inference that a federally- funded college or university discriminated 
against a person on the basis of sex.ɣ

*Amy Comey Barrett

Doe v. Purdue Univ., 928 F.3d 652 (7th Cir. 2019).

Breach of Contract
Doe v. University of the Sciences, No. 19-2966 (3d Cir. May 31, 2020).

Here, the fairness promised by the Student Handbook and the Policy relates to 
procedural protections for students accused of sexual misconduct, and Doe alleges that 
he did not receive a ɢfair and impartial hearing.ɣ In this context, a ɢfair hearingɣ or 
ɢfair processɣ ɢis a term of art used to describe a ɟjudicial or administrative hearing 
conducted in accordance with due process.ɠɣ [Internal citations omitted.]
We hold that UScienceɠs contractual promises of ɢfairɣ and ɢequitableɣ treatment to 
those accused of sexual misconduct require at least a real, live, and adversarial hearing 
and the opportunity for the accused student or his or her representative to cross-
examine witnessesɞincluding his or her accusers.

Bostock v. Clayton County (June 15, 2020)
A consolidation of three cases of employment discrimination under Title VII.
Holding: An employer who fires an individual merely for being homosexual or transgender 
violates Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

Caveat: The employers worry that our decision will sweep beyond Title VII to other federal or 
state laws that prohibit sex discrimination. And, under Title VII itself, they say sex-segregated 
bathrooms, locker rooms, and dress codes will prove unsustainable after our decision today. But 
none of these other laws are before us; we have not had the benefit of adversarial testing about 
the meaning of their terms, and we do not prejudge any such question today.

SCOTUS/Bostockand Implications for Title IX
Bostock and the New Dept. of Education Position on 
LGBTQ Protections

òThe Supreme Court has upheld the right for LGBTQ+ people to live and work 
without fear of harassment, exclusion, and discrimination ðand our LGBTQ+ students 
have the same rights and deserve the same protections. I'm proud to have directed 
the Office for Civil Rights to enforce Title IX to protect all students from all forms of 
sex discrimination. 
Today, the Department makes clear that all studentsñincluding LGBTQ+ studentsñ
deserve the opportunity to learn and thrive in schools that are free from 
discrimination.ò

U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona
U.S. Department of Education Confirms 
Title IX Protects Students from 
Discrimination Based on Sexual Orientation 
and Gender Identity [Press release]

JUNE 16, 2021
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Bostock and the New Dept. of Education Position on 
[D.¢v tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ /ƻƴǘΩŘ
άh/w Ƙŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘǎ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƭŜǎōƛŀƴΣ ƎŀȅΣ 
bisexual, and transgender, from harassment and other forms of sex discrimination. OCR also has long 
recognized that Title IX prohibits harassment and other forms of discrimination against all students for 
not conforming to stereotypical notions of masculinity and femininity. But OCR at times has stated that 
¢ƛǘƭŜ L·Ωǎ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǎŜȄ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ 
orientation and gender identity. To ensure clarity, the Department issues this Notice of Interpretation 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L·Ωǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ 
the Supreme Court decision discussed below. 
In 2020, the Supreme Court in Bostock v. Clayton County, 140 S. Ct. 1731, 590 U.S. ___ (2020), concluded 
that discrimination based on sexual orientation and discrimination based on gender identity inherently 
involve treating individuals differently because of their sex. It reached this conclusion in the context of 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 2000e et seq., which prohibits sex 
discrimination in employment. As noted below, courts rely on interpretations of Title VII to inform 
interpretations of Title IX.
The Department issues this Notice of Interpretation to make clear that the Department interprets Title 
L·Ωǎ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǎŜȄ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ Φ Φ Φέ 

U.S. Dept. of Education, Office for Civil Rights, ¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 9ƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ мфтн ǿƛǘƘ wŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ 
Discrimination Based on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity in Light of Bostock v. Clayton County, June 2021

Implications of Bostockfor Title IX?

Å²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ άǎŜȄέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΚ
ÅIƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŀƳǇǳǎŜǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ άǎŜȄέ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΚ
ÅTitle VII =Title IX? 
ÅHow is Title IX different from Title VIIτPrimacy? 
Å LGBTQIA rights and BostockΧƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘΦ 
άhƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǎŜȄέ κκέ.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦΧ ǎŜȄέ

Å 21 State Attorneys General pushed back in a letter to Pres. Biden
Å 20 States Sue Biden Administration
Å Tennesseeet al v. United States Department of Educationet al, Tennessee Eastern District Court, 

Case No. 3:21-cv-00308

Å{ǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǾΦ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ŎƭŀǳǎŜΧǘƘŜ άƴƻǘƛŎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜέ
ÅTitle IX regulations and DOE enforcement in light of Bostock? 
ÅIƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘΚ /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L·Ωǎ άƴƻǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǘŜƴŜǘǎέ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΧ aƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎƭƛŘŜΧ

SCOTUS decision in Our Lady of Guadalupe School 
v. Morrissey-Berru (July 8, 2020)

Å άaƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴέΥ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ¢ƛǘƭŜ ±LL ŀƴŘ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L·Φ
Å Employees vs. Students
Å άWhen a school with a religious mission entrusts a teacher with the 

responsibility of educating and forming students in the faith, judicial 
intervention into disputes between the school and the teacher threatens the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿΦέ 

Å bƻƴǎŜŎǘŀǊƛŀƴ άǘŜƴŜǘǎέ ƻǊ άǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎέΚ ±ƛŜǿǇƻƛƴǘ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΚ

Concluding Thoughts on Litigation

ÅLitigation potential always exists
ÅFollow your own policy 
ÅDo what you say and say what you do.

ÅDo not be afraid to consult with your attorney
ÅEquity, bias, impartiality
Å¢Ƙƛƴƪ άŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŦŀƛǊƴŜǎǎέ 
ÅPeter Lake, From Discipline Codes to Contractual Respect, 

Chron. of Higher Educ. (Nov. 26, 2017).

Challenges in 
Implementing the 2020 

Regulations

ÅStaffing, Personnel and Training
Å New regulations require many 

different personnel
Å Budgetary concerns? 
Å Outsourcing?
Å Training mandates

ÅGatekeeping
Å Dismissal/consolidation of 

complaints

Å/ƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ά{ŜȄǳŀƭ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘέ
ÅCross-examination 
ÅHearing Decorum
ÅAdvisors

Å Requirements?
Å Equity issues

Å Informal Process
Å Systems implementing informal process for 

the first time!
Å New skills for facilitators/mediators.

2020 Title IX Regulations: Special Issues in Implementation
What have been the major challenges for campuses? 
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July 2021 Q&A Document

July 2021 Q&A

Å 2020 regulations remain in force and are enforceable. 
ÅRefers frequently to the òpreambleó to the 2020 regulations

ÅSome interesting interpretations
ÅOCR clearly waiting to make major changes in notice and comment 

process in 2022
ÅGave examples of policy language at the end of the document in 

an appendix/not model policies

Wǳƭȅ нлнм vϧ! /ƻƴǘΩŘ

ÅDocument clearly states the Q&A and Preamble to regulations do 
not have the force of law
Å Preamble references: Please note that where appropriate, this Q&A refers to the 
ǇǊŜŀƳōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нлнл ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŜǎ h/wΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· ŀƴŘ 
the regulations. You can find citations to specific preamble sections in the endnotes of 
this Q&A. The preamble itself does not have the force and effect of law.  Dept. of Education, Office for 

Civil Rights, Questions and Answers on the Title IX Regulations on Sexual Harassment (July 2021), at 1.

Å This Q&A resource does not have the force and effect of law and is not meant to bind 
the public or regulated entities in any way. This document is intended only to provide 
ŎƭŀǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ h/wΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ ōƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ !ǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ h/wΩǎ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· ǎǘŜƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƛǘƭŜ 
IX and its implementing regulations, not this or other guidance documents.     Id. at 2.    

.

Wǳƭȅ нлнм vϧ! /ƻƴǘΩŘ

ÅMini Glossary of Terms
ÅDefine òallegationó and subtly redefine òcomplainantó and 

òrespondentó 

ÅAllegation: òAn assertion that someone has engaged in sexual 
ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΦέ Id. at 2. 

нлнм vϧ! ά/ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘέ 
The person who has 
experienced the alleged 
sexual harassment. This 
person is considered a 
complainant regardless of 
whether they choose to 
file a formal complaint of 
sexual harassment under 
Title IX. Id. at 2. 

нлнл wŜƎǎ ά/ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘέ 
Complainant means an 
individual who is alleged 
to be the victim of 
conduct that could 
constitute sexual 
harassment. 34 CFR § 106.30(a) 

нлнм vϧ! άwŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘέ 
The person accused of 
the alleged sexual 
harassment. 2021 Q&A at 3. 

нлнл wŜƎǎ άwŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘέ 
Respondent means an 
individual who has been 
reported to be the 
perpetrator of conduct 
that could constitute 
sexual harassment. 34 CFR §

106.30(a) 

Wǳƭȅ нлнм vϧ! /ƻƴǘΩŘ

ÅNo return to use of term òhostile environmentó or use of a òbalancing 
testó, or separation of sexual harassment from hostile environment. 

ÅNo prohibition on single decision -maker
ÅQuestion #3 ñEmhasizes prevention
Å ¢ƘŜ нлнл ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ άǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ώǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩϐ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ 
ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΦέ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŀƳōƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƎǊŜŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜǊǎ 
that educators, experts, students, and employees should also endeavor to prevent sexual 
ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ h/w ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ 
efforts that best serve the needs, values, and environment of their own educational communities.  

Id. at 4 (internal citations omitted).

ÅQuestion #7 ñAddressing Conduct that Does Not Meet Definition of 
Sexual Harassment
ÅYes. . . . A school has discretion to respond appropriately to reports of sexual 

misconduct that do not fit within the scope of conduct covered by the Title IX 
grievance process. Id. at 6 (internal citation omitted).

Wǳƭȅ нлнм vϧ! /ƻƴǘΩŘ

ÅQuestion #8 ñSchools may include examples of what constitutes a 
denial of an educational benefit or activity in policies, training, etc. 

ÅQuestion #13 ñClarifies that the new regulations do not apply to 
òstraddle casesó where an event occurred before August 14, 2020, 

even if the schoolõs response occurred after that date.
ÅQuestion #19 ñOCR encourages postsecondary institutions to publish 

a list of mandatory reporters. 

1135 1136

1137 1138

1139 1140



©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

Wǳƭȅ нлнм vϧ! /ƻƴǘΩŘ

ÅQuestion #22 ñYou can receive a formal complaint by email if there 
is an electronic signature 

ÅQuestion #28 ñCan a school deploy responses that are trauma -
informed?
ÅYes. A school may use trauma-informed approaches to respond to a formal 

complaint of sexual harassment. The preamble clarifies that the 2020 
ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ άŦǊƻƳ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘǊŀǳƳŀ-informed 
ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎΣ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΣ ƻǊ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎΣέ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ 
approaches must be consistent with the requirements of 34 C.F.R. § 106.45, 
particularly 34 C.F.R. § 106.45(b)(1)(iii). Id. at 17.

Wǳƭȅ нлнм vϧ! /ƻƴǘΩŘ

ÅQuestion #35 ñEmergency removal may require some form of direct 
threat analysis. 

ÅQuestion #36 ñRespondent should presumed not responsible but 
that doesnõt mean a complainant should be presumed to be lying.
ÅSchools that have relied on this presumption to decline services to a 
ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ ƻǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ŎǊŜŘƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƘŀǾŜ 
done so in error. Id. at 20.

Wǳƭȅ нлнм vϧ! /ƻƴǘΩŘ

ÅCross-examination
ÅQuestion #39τ!ǘ ŀ ƭƛǾŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎΣ άŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ώƳǳǎǘ ōŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻϐ ǘƻ 

ask the other party and any witnesses all relevant questions and follow-up 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŘƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ ¢ƘŜ нлнл ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ 
this process of questioning as cross-examination. Id. at 21. 

ÅQuestion #43τ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜŀƳōƭŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊΩǎ ŎǊƻǎǎ-ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǊƻƭŜ άƛǎ 
ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ǇƻǎŜǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ōŜƘŀƭŦΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŀƴ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜƭŀȅ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƻǊ 
ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎΦέ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ a postsecondary school could limit the role of 
advisors to relaying questions drafted by their party. Id. at 23 (emphasis added).

Wǳƭȅ нлнм vϧ! /ƻƴǘΩŘ

Question #52τMay a decision-maker at a postsecondary school rely on non-statement 
evidence, such as photographs or video images, if a party or witness does not submit to cross-
examination? 

Å Yes. Although a decision-maker may not rely on any statement of a party or witness who does not 
submit to cross-examination, other relevant evidence can still be considered to determine whether 
the respondent is responsible for the alleged sexual harassment. The preamble explains that the 
ǘŜǊƳ άǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎέ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 
evidence, such as a videos of the incident itself, where the party or witness has no intent to make 
an assertion regarding whether or not the alleged harassment occurred or discuss factual details 
related to the alleged harassment, or where the evidence does not contain such factual assertions 
by the party or witness. Thus, the decisionmaker may rely on non-statement evidence related to 
the alleged prohibited conduct that is in the record, such as photographs or video images showing 
the underlying incident. Id.at 26.

ahw9 hb ¢IL{ [!¢9wΧ

Wǳƭȅ нлнм vϧ! /ƻƴǘΩŘ

Question #53τMay a decision-maker at a postsecondary school rely on statements of a party, 
such as texts or emails, even if the party does not submit to cross-examination? 
It depends. The decision-maker may consider certain types of statements by a party where the statement itself is 
the alleged harassment, even if the party does not submit to cross-examination. For example, the decision-maker 
may consider a text message, email, or audio or video recording created and sent by a respondent as a form of 
alleged sexual harassment even if the respondent does not submit to cross-examination.179 Similarly, if a 
ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ ŀƭƭŜƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLΩƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ŀ ŘŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƳŜΣέ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ-ƳŀƪŜǊ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ 
the respondent does not submit to cross-examination.
In these types of situations, the decision-maker is evaluating whether the statement was made or sent. In second 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ 
about what the respondent intended or whether the respondent took an additional action based on the 
ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƎǊŀŘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ŘŀǘŜΦ
In contrast, evidence in which a party or witness comments on the interaction between the parties without 
engaging in harassment (e.g., email or text exchanges leading up to the alleged harassment or an admission, an 
apology, or other comment about the alleged harassment), would be considered statements that could not be 
considered unless the party or witness is cross-examined.Id.at 27 (internal citations omitted).ahw9 hb ¢IL{ [!¢9wΧ

Wǳƭȅ нлнм vϧ! /ƻƴǘΩŘ

ÅQuestion #58 ñEmphasized that neither party should be pressured 
into participating in an informal process.

ÅQuestion #59 ñTrauma -techniques can be used in informal 
resolution. 

ÅQuestion #61 ñBe careful punishing students for Covid violations that 
occurred during an incident of sexual harassment. 

ÅQuestion #63 ñA school may only punish a complainant if there is a 
finding of òbad faithó if a respondent is found not responsible.

ÅQuestion #66 ñNo recognition of a òblanketó religious exemption 
under Title IX. 

ÅQuestion #67 ñTitle IX complaints can still be filed against a school 
that has been granted a religious exemption. 
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Aspect of 34 CFR §
106.45(b)(6)(i) Vacated

(6) Hearings. 

(i) For postsecondary institutions, the recipientɅs grievance process 
must provide for a live hearing. At the live hearing, the 
decisionmaker(s) must permit each partyɅs advisor to ask the other 
party and any witnesses all relevant questions and follow -up 
questions, including those challenging credibility. Such cross -
examination at the live hearing must be conducted directly, orally, 
and in real time by the partyɅs advisor of choice and never by a 
party personally, notwithstanding the discretion of the recipient 
under paragraph (b)(5)(iv) of this section to otherwise restrict the 
extent to which advisors may participate in the proceedings. 

34 CFR § 106.45(b)(6)(i)

At the request of either party, the recipient must provide for the live 
hearing to occur with the parties located in separate rooms with 
technology enabling the decision -maker(s) and parties to 
simultaneously see and hear the party or the witness answering 
questions. Only relevant cross -examination and other questions may 
be asked of a party or witness. Before a complainant, respondent, or 
witness answers a cross -examination or other question, the decision -
maker(s) must first determine whether the question is relevant and 
explain any decision to exclude a question as not relevant. If a party 
does not have an advisor present at the live hearing, the recipient 
must provide without fee or charge to that party, an advisor of the 
recipientɅs choice, who may be, but is not required to be, an attorney, 
to conduct cross -examination on behalf of that party. 

§млсΦпрόōύόсύόƛύ /ƻƴǘΩŘ

Questions and evidence about the complainantɅs sexual predisposition or 
prior sexual behavior are not relevant, unless such questions and evidence 
about the complainantɅs prior sexual behavior are offered to prove that 
someone other than the respondent committed the conduct alleged by the 
complainant, or if the questions and evidence concern specific incidents of 
the complainantɅs prior sexual behavior with respect to the respondent and 
are offered to prove consent. If a party or witness does not submit to cross -
examination at the live hearing, the decision -maker(s) must not rely on any 
statement of that party or witness in reaching a determination regarding 
responsibility; provided, however, that the decision -maker(s) cannot draw 
an inference about the determination regarding responsibility based solely 
on a partyɅs or witnessɅs absence from the live hearing or refusal to answer 
cross-examination or other questions. 

§млсΦпрόōύόсύόƛύ /ƻƴǘΩŘ

Live hearings pursuant to this paragraph may be conducted with 

all parties physically present in the same geographic location or, 

at the recipientɅs discretion, any or all parties, witnesses, and 

other participants may appear at the live hearing virtually, with 

technology enabling participants simultaneously to see and hear 

each other. Recipients must create an audio or audiovisual 

recording, or transcript, of any live hearing and make it available 

to the parties for inspection and review. 

§млсΦпрόōύόсύόƛύ /ƻƴǘΩŘ

The court vacated the part of 34 C.F.R. § 106.45(b)(6)(i) that prohibits 
a decision-maker from relying on statements that are not subject to 
cross-examination during the hearing: ɈIf a party or witness does not 
submit to cross -examination at the live hearing, the decision -
maker(s) must not rely on any statement of that party or witness in 
reaching a determination regarding responsibilityɎ.ɉ Please note 
that all other provisions in the 2020 amendments, including all other 
parts of 34 C.F.R. § 106.45(b)(6)(i), remain in effect. The affected 
provision at 34 C.F.R. § 106.45(b)(6)(i) is only applicable to 
postsecondary institutions and does not apply to elementary or 
secondary schools, which are not required to provide for a live 
hearing with cross -examination. 

Victim Rights Law Center et al. v. Cardona

U.S. Dept. of Education, Office for Civil Rights, Letter re Victim 
Rights Law Center et al. v. Cardona (Aug. 24, 2021) at 1.

1147 1148

1149 1150

1151 1152



©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

Victim Rights Law Center et al. v. Cardona

ϥn accordance with the courtɅs order, the Department will 
immediately cease enforcement of the part of § 106.45(b)(6)(i) 
regarding the prohibition against statements not subject to cross -
examination. Postsecondary institutions are no longer subject to this 
portion of the provision. 

In practical terms, a decision -maker at a postsecondary institution 
may now consider statements made by parties or witnesses that are 
otherwise permitted under the regulations, even if those parties or 
witnesses do not participate in cross -examination at the live 
hearing, in reaching a determination regarding responsibility in a 
Title IX grievance process. 

Id.

Victim Rights Law Center et al. v. Cardona

For example, a decision -maker at a postsecondary institution may 
now consider statements made by the parties and witnesses during 
the investigation, emails or text exchanges between the parties 
leading up to the alleged sexual harassment, and statements about 
the alleged sexual harassment that satisfy the regulationɅs relevance 
rules, regardless of whether the parties or witnesses submit to cross -
examination at the live hearing. A decision -maker at a 
postsecondary institution may also consider police reports, Sexual 
Assault Nurse Examiner documents, medical reports, and other 
documents even if those documents contain statements of a party 
or witness who is not cross -examined at the live hearing . 

Id. at 1-2.

The Future of Title IX

What does the future hold for Title IX?

Changes to the regulations through a Notice and Comment Process in 2022
What could change?
ÅDefinition of sexual harassment
Å Informal process
ÅCross-examination
ÅRole of advisors
ÅJurisdiction
ÅάaŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅέ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜǊǎκέǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎέ
ÅSingle investigator model?

Role of prevention (Dept. of Education Six Priorities - 34 CFR Part 75)

What does the future hold for Title IX?

Å .ǊƻŀŘŜǊ [D.¢v ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΥ ǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ

Å Several states have laws that prevent transgender females from playing on 

female sports teams

Å Social justice issues and Title IX intersections

Å March 2021, class action lawsuit filed against the Dept. of Education in Oregon 

federal court by 33 LGBTQ plaintiffs from 30 institutions. 

Å Is the religious exemption in Title IX unconstitutional?

Å Speech First, Inc. vs. Fenves

Å State law pushbacks

Å wŜǿǊƛǘŜ /ƻŘŜǎΧΦŀƎŀƛƴΚ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴΚ

Å Time for preventative audits: lessons from LSU, USC.

Thank YouɎ

Assessment to followɎ
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Track 1: Title IX Coordinator
LIVE SESSION on Legal Issues
October 4, 2021

Peter Lake                                                                    
Professor of Law, Charles A. Dana Chair, and Director of 
the Center for Excellence in Higher Education Law and 
Policy, Stetson University College of Law

Jake Sapp                                                                          
Deputy Title IX Coordinator & Compliance Officer                                                
Austin College Copyrighted material. May not be 

reproduced without permission.

This Live Session is Designed for:

Title IX 
Coordinator 

Track 

ÅUpdates and Highlight of Select Issues (~45 minutes)

ÅTabletop Exercises in Breakout Groups (40 minutes)

ÅDiscuss Tabletop Exercises in the Larger Group (~30 minutes)

ÅOpen time for Questions (~30 minutes)

ÅPlease send questions in a message directly to Jake Sapp.

ÅWe will not read your name.

ÅWe will stay slightly past the ending time to answer questions, if necessary. If 
you need to log out at the exact ending time, please do so.

ÅThis session is being recorded.

ÅHowever, discussion in your breakout session will not be recorded.

What we hope to accomplishɎ

Definitive Answers vs. Choice 

Points

Updates

Cmlth. of Pennsylvania v. Devos, 1:20-CV-01468 (D.D.C. June 4, 2020) 

-> Preliminary Inj. Denied, Aug. 12, 2020 / Held in Abeyance 

Know Your IX v. Devos , No. 1:20-cv-01224 (D. Md. May 14, 2020) 

-> Dismissed Oct. 22, 2020 for lack of standing

State of New York v. Devos , 1:20-cv-04260 (S.D.N.Y. June 4, 2020)

-> Voluntarily dismissed Nov. 3, 2020

Victim Rights Law Center v. Devos , 1:20-cv-11104 (D. Mass. June 10, 2020) 

-> Cross Exam A&C update July 28, 2021, Appealed 

Legal Updates ɀChallenges to the Devos Regs 

Original 4 Challenges 
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¢ƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ǾΦ 5ŜǾƻǎ, 21-cv-01626-EMC (Northern 

District of California) 

-> DefendantɅs Motion to dismiss granted, Sep. 21, 2021

The only change in new regs from litigation: 

-> Victim Rights Law Center v. Devos

Legal Updates ɀChallenged to the Devos Regs Legal Updates

VRLC - Cross Exam Update, OCR Enforcement 

Legal Updates

άLƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǘŜǊƳǎΣ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ-maker at a postsecondary institution may now consider 
statements made by parties or witnesses that are otherwise permitted under the 
regulations, even if those parties or witnesses do not participate in cross-examination at 
the live hearing, in reaching a determination regarding responsibility in a Title IX 
grievance process. For example, a decision-maker at a postsecondary institution may 
now consider statements made by the parties and witnesses during the investigation, 
emails or text exchanges between the parties leading up to the alleged sexual 
harassment, and statements about the alleged sexual harassment that satisfy the 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ǊǳƭŜǎΣ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ƻǊ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǘƻ 
cross-examination at the live hearing. A decision-maker at a postsecondary institution 
may also consider police reports, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner documents, medical 
reports, and other documents even if those documents contain statements of a party or 
ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎΦέ 

VRLC - Cross Exam Policy Update 

Legal Updates

Challenges to Title IX Religious Exemption 
Hunter v. 

US Dept. of 
Educ. 

Title IX OCR Guidance Update 

Cardona Transgender Student Guidance 

WǳƴŜ ноΣ нлнм ά5ŜŀǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊέ 

Legal challenge to Cardona Transgender Guidance 

Legal Updates 

Tennessee et al v. United States Department of Education et al
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ÅFederal Guidance 

-> Executive Order 

-> OCR Dear Educator Letter & Guidance

ÅState transgender school sports laws 

ÅMeriwether v. Shawnee State University

Title IX & Transgender Considerations NCAA ɀDisclosure & Verify Rule

1) Checklist: 
https://ncaaorg.s3.amazonaws.com/ssi/violence/2020-
21BOG_SVPolicyTFChecklist.pdf

2) Timeline: 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ncaaorg/ssi/violence/2020-
21BOG_SVPolicyTFTimeline.pdf

NCAA ɀTitle IX Rule Resources 

Many guidance documents were rescinded on 8/26/2020, 
including:

ÅJanuary 2001 Revised Sexual Harassment Guidance: 
Harassment of Students by School Employees, Other Students 
or Third Parties

ÅApril 2015 resources for Title IX Coordinators, including the 
Dear Colleague Letter, and the Title IX Resource Guide

ÅSeptember 2017 Q&A on Campus Sexual Misconduct 

ÅSeeɈRescinded Policy Guidanceɉ Office for Civil Rights | 
U.S. Department of Education

Withdrawal of Prior Guidance

The First Amendment and Title IX: An OCR Short Webinar (July 29, 2020)

OCR Short Webinar on How to Report Sexual Harassment under Title IX (July 
27, 2020)

Conducting and Adjudicating Title IX Hearings: An OCR Training Webinar 
(July 23, 2020) 

OCR Webinar on Due Process Protections under the New Title IX Regulations 
(July 21, 2020) 

OCR Webinar on New Title IX Protections Against Sexual Assault (July 7, 
2020)

OCR Webinar: Title IX Regulations Addressing Sexual Harassment (May 8, 
2020)

Watch YouTube for Videos from OCR

OCR Title IX website launched on August 14, 2020.

https://sites.ed.gov/titleix/
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Special Issues Highlight 
#1

Mandatory Responses 
to a Report

The Title IX Coordinator must:

1) Promptly contact the complainant to discuss the availability 
of supportive measures, 

2) Consider the complainant's wishes with respect to supportive 
measures, 

3) Inform the complainant of the availability of supportive 
measures with or without the filing of a formal complaint, 

4) Explain to the complainant the process for filing a formal 
complaint.

106.44(a) https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020-10512/p-6454

§ʉ106.44(a) specifies that the recipient's response must treat 

complainants and respondents equitably, meaning that for 

a complainant, the recipient must offer supportive 

measures, and for a respondent, the recipient must follow a 

grievance process that complies with §ʉ106.45 before 

imposing disciplinary sanctions.

Responses in Regards to a Respondent 
Where There Is No Formal Complaint

https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020-10512/p-573

ÅNPRM §ʉ106.44(b)(2) Removed from Final Regulations 

ÅThere is no requirement in the final regulations to bring the 
respondent in and question them if no formal complaint is 
filed.

ÅCan/should a Title IX coordinator file a complaint in an instance 
of multiple reports on the same respondent if no complainant 
wants to file a formal complaint?
ÅThe Title IX Coordinator may consider a variety of factors, including a pattern of alleged misconduct by a 

particular respondent, in deciding whether to sign a formal complaint.  Id. at 30217.

ÅThe final regulations give the Title IX Coordinator discretion to sign a formal complaint, and the Title IX 
/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ Ƴŀȅ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ŀƭƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ 
violence, use of weapons, or similar factors.  Id.

Å[T]he Title IX Coordinator still possesses the discretion to sign formal complaints in situations involving threats, 
serial predation, violence, or weapons.  Id. at 30128.

Special Issues Highlight 
#2

Mandatory Responses 
to a Formal Complaint

1) Fulfill the 106.44(a) mandatory response 

2) Issue Notice of Allegations 

3) Gatekeeping 

106.44(b) + 106.45 https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020-10512/p-6455

1177 1178

1179 1180

1181 1182

https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020-10512/p-6454
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020-10512/p-573
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020-10512/p-6455


©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

ÅNotice of the schoolɅs grievance process

ÅThe opportunity, if any, to engage in an informal resolution process

ÅKey details of the alleged sexual harassment

ÅWho was involved in the incident

ÅDate and time of the incident, if known

ÅLocation, if known

ÅThe alleged misconduct that constitutes sexual harassment

ÅA statement that the respondent is presumed not responsible at the outset of the 
process and can only be found responsible after the grievance concludes

ÅA statement that the parties are entitled to an advisor of their choice

ÅA statement that the parties can request to inspect and review certain evidence

ÅAny conduct rules, if they exist, that prohibit providing knowingly false information 
or statements during the grievance process 

Written Notification to Parties BEFOREAny 
Initial Interview with the Respondent

Notice should be provided to allow the respondent 
enough time to prepare before the initial interview.

Special Issues Highlight #3
Gatekeeping and    

Dismissal and 
Consolidation of Formal 

Complaints

Title IX Coordinator/Gatekeeping

Title IX Coordinators have always had to consider whether a report 

satisfies the criteria in the recipientɅs policy, and these final regulations 

are not creating new obstacles in that regard. The criteria that the Title IX 

Coordinator must consider are statutory criteria under Title IX or criteria 

under case law interpreting Title ϥXɅs non-discrimination mandate with 

respect to discrimination on the basis of sex in the recipientɅs education 

program or activity against a person in the United States, tailored for 

administrative enforcement. Additionally, these final regulations do not 

preclude action under another provision of the recipientɅs code of conduct, 

as clearly stated in revised § 106.45(b)(3)(i), if the conduct alleged does not 

meet the definition of Title IX sexual harassment. 

Id. at 30090 (internal citation omitted, emphasis added).

Nothing in these final regulations precludes a Title IX Coordinator 

from assisting a complainant (or parent) from filling out a document 

intended to serve as a formal complaint; however, a Title IX 

Coordinator must take care not to offer such assistance to pressure the 

complainant (or parent) to file a formal complaint as opposed to 

simply assisting the complainant (or parent) administratively to carry 

ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ όƻǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎύ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƭŜ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ 

complaint. No person may intimidate, threaten, or coerce any person 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L·Σ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

includes the right not to participate in a grievance process.   

Id. at 30136 (emphasis added).

Assisting in Filing a Formal Complaint

ÅHow and when are Title IX coordinators required or able to 

dismiss complaints?

ÅMandatory Dismissal

ÅDiscretionary Dismissal

ÅHow and when are Title IX coordinators able to consolidate 

complaints?

ÅIs this a point of flexibility/choice?

Dismissal/Consolidation of Complaints

(3) Dismissal of a formal complaint Ɂ

(i) The recipient must investigate the allegations in a formal 
complaint. If the conduct alleged in the formal complaint would not 
constitute sexual harassment as defined in § 106.30 even if proved, 

did not occur in the recipientɅs education program or activity, or did 
not occur against a person in the United States, then the recipient 
must dismiss the formal complaint with regard to that conduct for 
purposes of sexual harassment under title IX or this part; such a 
dismissal does not preclude action under another provision of the 
recipientɅs code of conduct. 

§ 106.45(b)(3)(i)

(emphasis added)
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(ii) The recipient may dismiss the formal complaint or any 

allegations therein, if at any time during the investigation or 

hearing: A complainant notifies the Title IX Coordinator in writing 

that the complainant would like to withdraw the formal complaint 

or any allegations therein; the respondent is no longer enrolled or 

employed by the recipient; or specific circumstances prevent the 

recipient from gathering evidence sufficient to reach a 

determination as to the formal complaint or allegations therein.

§ 106.45(b)(3)(ii)

(emphasis added)

(iii) Upon a dismissal required or permitted pursuant to 

paragraph (b)(3)(i) or (b)(3)(ii) of this section, the recipient must 

promptly send written notice of the dismissal and reason(s) 

therefor simultaneously to the parties. 

§ 106.45(b)(3)(iii)

(emphasis added)

(4) Consolidation of formal complaints. A recipient may 
consolidate formal complaints as to allegations of sexual 
harassment against more than one respondent, or by more 
than one complainant against one or more respondents, or by 
one party against the other party, where the allegations of 
sexual harassment arise out of the same facts or 
circumstances. Where a grievance process involves more than 
one complainant or more than one respondent, references in 
this section to the singular ɄɄparty,ɅɅ ɄɄcomplainant,ɅɅ or 
ɄɄrespondentɅɅ include the plural, as applicable.

§ 106.45(b)(4)

(emphasis added)

Please note that the response provided to you by OCR is not legal 
advice and does not constitute an OCR determination regarding the 
compliance or non -compliance with respect to the new Regulations.

ÅɈϥf the conduct alleged in the formal complaint would not 

constitute sexual harassment as defined in § 106.30 even if proved, 
did not occur in the recipientɅs education program or activity, or did 
not occur against a person in the United States, then the recipient 
must dismiss the formal complaint. The Title IX Coordinator may 
make the determination of whether mandatory dismissal of a 

formal complaint is appropriate, or the recipient may designate 
other Title ϥX personnel to make that determination.ɉ

ÅT9questions@ed.gov response to Jake Sapp, 1/19/2021 

Title IX Coordinator Serves as Gatekeeper 

Special Issues Highlight 
#4

Bottom -Line Rules

ÅAny provisions, rules, or practices other than those required by 

this section that a recipient adopts as part of its grievance 

process for handling formal complaints of sexual harassment 

as defined in §ʉ106.30, must apply equally to both parties. 

ÅWhere a complainant reports sexual harassment but no formal 

complaint is filed, §ʉ106.45(b)(5)(iii) does not apply, leaving 

recipients discretion to impose non -disclosure or 

confidentiality requirements on complainants and 

respondents. 
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020 -10512/p -3426

106.45(b) ɀRecipient Discretion 
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ÅTraining https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020 -10512/p -1594

ÅRequired objective standards for prohibition on conflicts of 

interest & bias https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020 -10512/p -2975

ÅAddressing conduct that falls outside of Title IX 
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020 -10512/p -5450

ÅIntroduction of New Evidence https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020 -10512/p -3412

Recipients Discretion (non -exhaustive) ɈFlexibilityɉ 

Within the standardized § 106.45 grievance process, recipients retain significant 
flexibility and discretion, including decisions to: 

Ådesignate the reasonable time frames that will apply to the grievance process; 

Åuse a recipientɅs own employees as investigators and decisionmakers or outsource 
those functions to contractors; 

Ådetermine whether a partyɅs advisor of choice may actively participate in the grievance 
process; 

Åselect the standard of evidence to apply in reaching determinations regarding 
responsibility; 

Åuse an individual decision -maker or a panel of decision -makers; 

Åoffer informal resolution options; 

Åimpose disciplinary sanctions against a respondent following a determination of 
responsibility; and

Åselect procedures to use for appeals. Id. at 30097 (bullets added). 

Special Issues Highlight 
#5

Expert Witnesses

ÅFederal rules of evidence do not apply

ÅIs it relevant?  That is the ultimate question.

ÅWhat could they opine on?
ÅMedical information?

ÅPolygraph tests?

ÅHow should they be vetted?

ÅCan not be excluded if relevant. 

Å§ʉ106.45 grievance process does not prescribe rules governing how admissible, 
relevant evidence must be evaluated for weight or credibility by a recipient's 
decision -maker, and recipients thus have discretion to adopt and apply rules in 
that regard, so long as such rules do not conflict with §ʉ106.45 and apply 
equally to both parties. 

https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020 -10512/p -3404

Expert Witness

Special Issues Highlight 
#6

Confidentiality

ÅParties must be free to collect evidence.

ÅWhat about sharing of information on social media?

ÅDefamation?

ÅRetaliation?

Confidentiality
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The Department thus believes that § 106.45(b)(5)(iii)Ɂ

permitting the parties to discuss the allegations under 

investigation, and to gather and present evidence Ɂfurthers the 

DepartmentɅs interest in promoting a fair investigation that 

gives both parties meaningful opportunity to participate in 

advancing the partyɅs own interests in case, while abuses of a 

partyɅs ability to discuss the allegations can be addressed 

through tort law and retaliation prohibitions.

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 
85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) (online at www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30296
(emphasis added). 

[T]his provision in no way immunizes a party from abusing the 

right to ɄɄdiscuss the allegations under investigationɅɅ by, for 

example, discussing those allegations in a manner that exposes 

the party to liability for defamation or related privacy torts, or 

in a manner that constitutes unlawful retaliation.      
Id.

The Department recognizes commentersɅ concerns that some discussion 
about the allegations under investigation may fall short of retaliation or 
tortious conduct, yet still cause harmful effects. For example, discussion 
and gossip about the allegations may negatively impact a partyɅs social 
relationships. For the above reasons, the Department believes that the 
benefits of § 106.45(b)(5)(iii), for both parties, outweigh the harm that 
could result from this provision. This provision, by its terms, applies only 
to discussion of ɄɄthe allegations under investigation,ɅɅ which means that 
where a complainant reports sexual harassment but no formal complaint 
is filed, § 106.45(b)(5)(iii) does not apply, leaving recipients discretion to 
impose non -disclosure or confidentiality requirements on complainants 
and respondents.     Id.  

As to the requirement in § 106.45(b)(5)(iii) that recipients must 

not restrict partiesɅ ability ɄɄto gather and present evidence,ɅɅ the 

purpose of this provision is to ensure that parties have equal 

opportunity to participate in serving their own respective 

interests in affecting the outcome of the case.            

Id. 

[§106.45(b)(5)(iii)] applies only to discussion of ɄɄthe allegations 

under investigation,ɅɅ which means that where a complainant 

reports sexual harassment but no formal complaint is filed, §

106.45(b)(5)(iii) does not apply, leaving recipients discretion to 

impose non -disclosure or confidentiality requirements on 

complainants and respondents. Id. (emphasis added).

ɈGag ordersɉ are not permitted, but

Recipients may require parties and advisors to refrain from 

disseminating the evidence (for instance, by requiring parties 

and advisors to sign a non -disclosure agreement that permits 

review and use of the evidence only for purposes of the Title IX 

grievance process), thus providing recipients with discretion as 

to how to provide evidence to the parties that directly relates to 

the allegations raised in the formal complaint.  

Id. at 30304 (emphasis added).

Non -disclosure Agreements?
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Special Issues Highlight 
#7

Pregnant & Parenting 

Title IX - Pregnancy & Parenting 

Å(b) Pregnancy and related conditions. (1) A recipient shall not 

discriminate against any student, or exclude any student 

from its education program or activity, including any class or 

extracurricular activity, on the basis of such student's 

pregnancy, childbirth, false pregnancy, termination of 

pregnancy or recovery therefrom, unless the student 

requests voluntarily to participate in a separate portion of 

the program or activity of the recipient.

Åhttps://www2.ed.gov/policy/rights/reg/ocr/edlite -34cfr106.html

Resources: 

1) Supporting the Academic Success of Pregnant and Parenting 

Students: https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/pregnancy.html

2) Pregnant or Parenting? Title IX Protects You From 

Discrimination At School: 
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/dcl -know -rights -201306-title -

ix.html

Title IX ɀPregnancy & Parenting 

Special Issues Highlight 
#8

Litigation Issues

Recognized Sex Discrimination 
COA

Deliberate 
Indifference

Retaliation 
42 U.S.C. 1983 ς
Due Process & 

Equal Protection 

Erroneous 
Outcome 

Selective 
Enforcement 

Inequity in 
Athletics

Pre-Assault 
Claim

Plausible 
Inference

Arbitration?

Å2011 DCL Settlements continue 

ÅBaum v. Haidak Cross Exam (Circuit Split) 

ÅAthletics: Equal Opportunity / Accommodation 

ÅMandatory Reporter v. Responsible Employees 

ÅPlausible Inference 

ÅState Law, Private COA Enforcement 

Title IX Litigation Considerations  
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Tabletop Exercises and 
Breakout Groups

ÅYou will be placed into a random breakout group with about 4 -6 
other people.
ÅPlease send a chat message to Jill Dunlap if you need to be placed in the group with 

closed-captioning.

ÅDiscuss the scenarios that were previously emailed.
ÅYou can start with either scenario.

ÅPlease spend about 20 minutes discussing each scenario as a group.

ÅPlease share how you plan to address these issues on your campus.  
This is a time to learn from each other!

ÅWe will come back together as a group and Peter & Jake will go over 
the scenarios.

ÅBreakout rooms are not recorded.

ÅPlease make sure you are unmuted and video is on.

Breakout Groups

You are the Title IX Coordinator at ABC University, which has an online 
Title IX formal complaint form. You receive a completed and signed 
form from an ABC student, Complainant A, via the online reporting 
portal. Complainant A alleges that Respondent X, a fellow ABC student, 
άƳƻǳǘƘ ƪƛǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƴŘƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭǎέ ƻŦ /ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ ! ǿƘƛƭŜ 
Complainant A was heavily intoxicated and could not give consent.  The 
alleged misconduct occurred on a campus-sponsored week-long trip to 
France as part of an annual trip sponsored by the French Club. You, as 
the Title IX coordinator, reach out to Complainant A via email to discuss 
supportive measures and ask that Complainant A speak with you.  

Scenario #1

The next day, and before you receive any response from Complainant A, you receive 

another formal complaint form via the online reporting portal from another complainant, 

Complainant B.  Complainant B, also a student at ABC, alleges the same respondent, 

Respondent X, sent Complainant B several unsolicited and inappropriate text messages and 

inappropriately touched Complainant B on the buttocks on a few occasions while out 

socially with the same group in France.  Respondent X exhibited similar behavior once back 

on campus, seeking out Complainant B in their residence hall common room and grabbing 

/ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ .Ωǎ ōǳǘǘƻŎƪǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƻƴŎŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ · 

accelerates the inappropriate texting. Respondent X is now sending Complainant B nude 

άǎŜƭŦƛŜǎΦέ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ · ƛƎƴƻǊŜǎ /ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ .Ωǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǎƪǎ ŦƻǊ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ · ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ 

ǘƻǳŎƘƛƴƎΣ ǘŜȄǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ άǎŜȄǘƛƴƎέ /ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ .Φ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ άǎŜȄǘƛƴƎΣέ ŎƻǳǇƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ !Ωǎ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘΣ ǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘ /ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ . ǘƻ ŦƛƭŜ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ 

ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘΦ /ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ . ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ άŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ŘƛǎŎƻƳŦƻǊǘέ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ /ƭǳō ǎƛƴŎŜ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ · ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ

Scenario #1 Continued

Neither Complainant A nor Complainant B notified the faculty member 

who accompanied the group on the trip of the alleged misconduct 

while out of the country.  

Scenario #1 Continued

¶Should either of these formal complaints, or specific allegations 
contained therein, be dismissed under Title IX? Why or why not?  
Would the dismissal, if any, be mandatory or discretionary under 
Title IX?   
¶If either of the formal complaints, or specific allegations contained 

therein, should be dismissed under Title IX, who makes that 
determination, how, and when?
¶If either of the complaints, or any allegations contained therein, are 

dismissed under Title IX what, if anything, can the campus do to 
address these incidents?

Scenario #1 Ɂ Questions 
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Respondent and Complainant have notified you, the Title IX coordinator, of the 
following information regarding their advisors:

Respondent has designated Law Yerŀǎ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ƻŦ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ

/ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ tŀǊ 9ƴǘ ŀǎ /ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ƻŦ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ

Per the requirements in § 106.45(b)(5)(vi), after interviewing parties and witnesses 
and gathering physical evidence, the Title IX investigator sends the initial collection 
of evidence to Complainant, Respondent and their advisors.  Respondent and 
Complainant submit their responses to the evidence to the investigator within the 
allotted 10-day timeframe. The Title IX investigator then takes into account the 
responses of both parties to the evidence and begins to draft the final investigative 
report. 

Five days later, the final investigative report is provided to both parties and their 
advisors, with notice that the live hearing will take place 14 days later.

Scenario #2

Two days before the hearing, Complainant contacts you via email and states that 
/ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊΣ [ŀǿ Yer, is an attorney. Complainant 
would like to change their advisor to someone who is an attorney, but their preference, Att
Orney, cannot make the hearing date with this little notice.  Complainant asks for the 
hearing to be pushed back four to five weeks to accommodate the schedule of Att Orney. 
/ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ /ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΣ /ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ όtŀǊ 9ƴǘύΣ ŀƴŘ 
potential new advisor (Att OrneyύΣ ŀƭƭ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƭƛǾŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ άŀƎŀƛƴǎǘέ ŀ 
party with an attorney while Complainant does not have an attorney is fundamentally 
unfair and inequitable.  Att Orneycalled your campus general counsel to discuss this 
matter. Att Orneystates that not allowing the extension prevents Complainant from 
άƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ƻŦ ŎƘƻƛŎŜέ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ /ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǾƛƻƭŀǘŜǎ ¢ƛǘƭŜ 
IX.  Your campus general counsel is concerned there will be a lawsuit and/or Complainant 
will contact the Department of Education if the request for an extension is not granted.  As 
the Title IX coordinator, you are concerned with this request for a four to five week 
extension because this will cause the hearing to move into the period of final exams, right 
before the conclusion of the fall semester.

Scenario #2 Continued

¶{ƘƻǳƭŘ /ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ōŜ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘΚ  ²Ƙȅ ƻǊ 

why not? How would you arrive at a conclusion?

¶What in the new Title IX regulations, if anything, speaks to this issue? 

¶How should advisors be officially designated as such, when and to 

whom?  How will you handle changes in advisors mid-way through a 

grievance?  Is this permitted?

¶How should the role of advisors be discussed in your campus policies 

or in materials relating to preparing parties for a grievance process?

Scenario #2 Ɂ Questions 

Special Issues Highlight 
#9

Advisors

ÅHow should your policies address advisors?

ÅIn a Title IX grievance process recipients must allow parties to 
select advisors of the parties' choice, who may be, but need not 
be, attorneys, while continuing to insist that any restrictions on 
the active participation of advisors during the grievance process 
must apply equally to both parties . https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020 -10512/p -3445

ÅWhat resources advisors be given?
ÅCopy of policies that address their participation in investigation interviews and 

hearings? 

ÅCopy of rules of decorum for a hearing? 

ÅFERPA waiver?

ÅNon-disclosure agreement?

ÅRetaliation policy? 

Advisors

Closing Thoughts and 
Questions
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ÅTuning

ÅMultiple Legal Authorities

ÅɈLooking around corners.ɉ

ÅɈPolicy should reflect practice and practice should reflect 

policy.ɉ

Closing Thoughts

All Title IX personnel should serve in their roles impartially. 

All Title IX personnel should avoid 

Åprejudgment of facts

Åprejudice

Åconflicts of interest

Åbias 

Åsex stereotypes 

A ReminderɎ

ÅLIVE SESSION: Title IX Grievance Procedures/Sexual Misconduct Procedures
ÅOctober 5th (Tues) 1:00 ς4:30 pm ET

ÅLIVE SESSION: Title IX Investigations
ÅOctober 7th (Thurs) 1:00 ς4:30 pm ET

ÅAll module assessments must be completed by October 15th

Future Live Sessions

Questions?

Thank you!

LIVE SESSION on Title IX 
Grievance Procedures/Sexual 
Misconduct Procedures
October 5, 2021

Peter Lake , Professor of Law, Charles A. Dana Chair, and 
Director of the Center for Excellence in Higher Education 
Law and Policy, Stetson University College of Law

Dr. Jennifer R. Hammat, Dean of Students                
University of Southern Indiana 

TRACK 1 ɀTitle IX Coordinators

TRACK 2 ɀTitle IX Decision -Makers and Student 

Conduct Administrators

This Live Session is Designed forɎ
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ÅHighlight of Select Issues (~100 minutes)

ÅTabletop Exercises in Breakout Groups (45 minutes)

ÅDiscuss Tabletop Exercises in the Larger Group (~45 minutes)

ÅOpen time for Questions (~20 minutes)

ÅPlease send questions in a message directly to Jennifer Hammat.

ÅWe will not read your name.

ÅWe will stay slightly past the end time if needed to answer questions but if 
you need to leave at the exact ending time, thatɅs ok.

ÅThis session is being recorded.

ÅHowever, discussion in your breakout session will not be recorded.

What we hope to accomplishɎ

Definitive Answers vs. Choice 

Points

Many guidance documents were rescinded on 8/26/2020, 
including:

ÅJanuary 2001 Revised Sexual Harassment Guidance: 
Harassment of Students by School Employees, Other Students 
or Third Parties

ÅApril 2015 resources for Title IX Coordinators, including the 
Dear Colleague Letter, and the Title IX Resource Guide

ÅSeptember 2017 Q&A on Campus Sexual Misconduct 

ÅSeeɈRescinded Policy Guidanceɉ Office for Civil Rights | 
U.S. Department of Education

Withdrawal of Prior Guidance

Special Issues Highlight #1
Relationships of Decision -
Makers to Other Title IX 

Operatives

Nothing in the final regulations prevents Title IX Coordinators 

from offering recommendations regarding responsibility to the 

decision-maker for consideration , but the final regulations 

require the ultimate determination regarding responsibility to 

be reached by an individual (i.e., the decisionmaker) who did 

not participate in the case as an investigator or Title IX 

Coordinator.   

Title IX Coordinator ăĄDecision -Maker

Should the Title IX coordinator offer recommendations on responsibility?

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education 
Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 
30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) (online at www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-
2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30372 (emphasis added).

The Department emphasizes that the decision -maker must not 

only be a separate person from any investigator, but the 

decision -maker is under an obligation to objectively evaluate 

all relevant evidence both inculpatory and exculpatory, and 

must therefore independently reach a determination regarding 

responsibility without giving deference to the investigative 

report. Id. at 30314 (emphasis added).

Title IX Investigator ăĄDecision -Maker

Should the investigator be called as a first witness routinely?
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Special Issues Highlight 
#2

Revisiting Consent

[T]he Assistant Secretary will not require 
recipients to adopt a particular definition of 
consent with respect to sexual assault.    

Id. at 30125.

You should be well -versed on the definition of consent 
contained within your specific campus policies. Address 
specific issues of consent related to the new definition of 
sexual harassment.

Consent 

The Department believes that the definition of what constitutes 

consent for purposes of sexual assault within a recipientɅs 

educational community is a matter best left to the discretion of 

recipients, many of whom are under State law requirements to 

apply particular definitions of consent for purposes of campus 

sexual misconduct policies.                                    

Id. at 30124.

Consent 

The third prong of the § 106.30 definition of sexual harassment 

includes ɄɄsexual assaultɅɅ as used in the Clery Act, 20 U.S.C. 

1092(f)(6)(A)(v), which, in turn, refers to the FBϥɅs Uniform Crime 

Reporting Program (FBI UCR) and includes forcible and 

nonforcible sex offenses such as rape, fondling, and statutory 

rape which contain elements of ɄɄwithout the consent of the 

victim.ɅɅ      

Id. at 30124.

Consent 

The Department agrees that recipients must clearly define consent and 
must apply that definition consistently, including as between men and 
women and as between the complainant and respondent in a 
particular Title IX grievance process because to do otherwise would 
indicate bias for or against complainants or respondents generally, or 
for or against an individual complainant or respondent, in 
contravention of §106.45(b)(1)(iii), and could potentially be ɄɄtreatment 
of a complainantɅɅ or ɄɄtreatment of a respondentɅɅ that § 106.45(a) 
recognizes may constitute sex discrimination in violation of Title IX. 

Id. at 30125 (emphasis added).

Consent 

Regardless of how a recipientɅs policy defines consent for sexual 

assault purposes, the burden of proof and the burden of 

collecting evidence sufficient to reach a determination 

regarding responsibility, rest on the recipient under §

106.45(b)(5)(i). The final regulations do not permit the recipient 

to shift that burden to a respondent to prove consent, and do 

not permit the recipient to shift that burden to a complainant 

to prove absence of consent.   

Id. at 30125 (emphasis added).

Consent
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The final regulations require Title IX Coordinators, 

investigators, decisionmakers, and any person who facilitates 

an informal resolution, to be trained on how to conduct an 

investigation and grievance process; this would include how to 

apply definitions used by the recipient with respect to consent 

(or the absence or negation of consent) consistently, 

impartially, and in accordance with the other provisions of §

106.45.    Id. at 30125 (emphasis added).

Consent 

ÅElements

Åconsent is a voluntary agreement to engage in sexual activity; 

Åsomeone who is incapacitated cannot consent; 

Å(such as due to the use of drugs or alcohol, when a person is asleep or unconscious, 
or because of an intellectual or other disability that prevents the student from having 
the capacity to give consent) 

Åpast consent does not imply future consent; 

Åsilence or an absence of resistance does not imply consent; 

Åconsent to engage in sexual activity with one person does not imply consent 

to engage in sexual activity with another; 

Åconsent can be withdrawn at any time; and 

Åcoercion, force, or threat of either invalidates consent. 

Role, if any, of affirmative consent?  REMEMBER: State laws.

Elements to Consider 

Special Issues Highlight #3
Revisiting ɈTuningɉ

Addressing Sexual Assaults Outside of a UniversityɅs 
Obligations Under Title IX

Nothing in the final regulations precludes a recipient from applying the § 106.45 

grievance process to address sexual assaults that the recipient is not required to 

address under Title IX . 

[A] recipient may choose to address conduct outside of or not in its Ɉeducation 
program or activity,ɉeven though Title IX does not require a recipient to do so.

[E]ven if alleged sexual harassment did not occur in the recipientɅs education 
program or activity, dismissal of a formal complaint for Title IX purposes does 

not preclude the recipient from addressing that alleged sexual harassment under 
the recipientɅs own code of conduct. Recipients may also choose to provide 
supportive measures to any complainant, regardless of whether the alleged 
sexual harassment is covered under Title IX.  

Id. at 30065 (emphasis added).

Id. at 30091 (emphasis added).

Id. at 30093 (emphasis added).

Tuning? Traps?

ɈNon-sexual Harassment Sex Discriminationɉ

. . . § 106.45 applies to formal complaints alleging sexual 

harassment under Title IX, but not to complaints alleging sex 

discrimination that does not constitute sexual harassment 

(Ɉnon-sexual harassment sex discriminationɉ). Complaints of 

non -sexual harassment sex discrimination may be filed with a 

recipientɅs Title ϥX Coordinator for handling under the Ɉprompt 

and equitableɉ grievance procedures that recipients must adopt 

and publish pursuant to § 106.8(c). 
Id. at 30095.

Conduct That Does Not Meet Sexual Harassment 
Definition

Allegations of conduct that do not meet the  definition of Ɉsexual harassmentɉ in §

106.30 may be addressed by the recipient under other provisions of the recipientɅs 

code of conduct . . .  Id. at 30095.

Recipients may continue to address harassing conduct that does not meet the §

106.30 definition of sexual harassment, as acknowledged by the DepartmentɅs 

change to § 106.45(b)(3)(i) to clarify that dismissal of a formal complaint because 

the allegations do not meet the Title IX definition of sexual harassment, does not 

preclude a recipient from addressing the alleged misconduct under other provisions 

of the recipientɅs own code of conduct.

Similarly, nothing in these final regulations prevents a recipient from addressing 

conduct that is outside the DepartmentɅs jurisdiction due to the conduct constituting 

sexual harassment occurring outside the recipientɅs education program or activity, 

or occurring against a person who is not located in the United States.

Id. at 30038 n.108 (emphasis added). 

Id. at 30037-38 (emphasis added). 

Tuning? Traps?
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§106.45 may not be circumventedɎ 
. . . by processing sexual harassment complaints under non -Title IX 

provisions of a recipientɅs code of conduct. The definition of Ɉsexual 

harassmentɉ in § 106.30 constitutes the conduct that these final 

regulations, implementing Title IX, address. . . . [W]here a formal 

complaint alleges conduct that meets the Title ϥX definition of Ɉsexual 

harassment,ɉ a recipient must comply with § 106.45. 

Id. at 30095.

ÅQuestion #7 ñAddressing Conduct that Does Not Meet Definition 

of Sexual Harassment

ÅYes. . . . A school has discretion to respond appropriately to reports of 

sexual misconduct that do not fit within the scope of conduct covered 

by the Title IX grievance process.
Dept. of Education, Office for Civil Rights, Questions and Answers on the Title IX 

Regulations on Sexual Harassment (July 2021), at 6 (internal citation omitted).

2021 Q&A

Special Issues Highlight 
#4

Revisiting Advisors and 
Cross -Examination

The Department agrees with commenters that the truth -seeking function of 
cross-examination can be achieved while mitigating any re -traumatization of 
complainants because under the final regulations: 
ÅCross-examination is only conducted by party advisors and not directly or personally by the 

parties themselves; 

Åupon any partyɅs request the entire live hearing, including cross-examination, must occur with 
the parties in separate rooms; 

Åquestions about a complainantɅs prior sexual behavior are barred subject to two limited 
exceptions; 

Åa partyɅs medical or psychological records can only be used with the partyɅs voluntary consent; 

Årecipients are instructed that only relevant questions must be answered and the decision-maker 
must determine relevance prior to a party or witness answering a cross-examination question; 
and 

Årecipients can oversee cross-examination in a manner that avoids aggressive, abusive 
questioning of any party or witness. 

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in 

Education Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 85 
Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) (online at 
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020 -10512.pdf) at 
30313 (internal citations omitted, bullets added).

ɈMitigation of Traumaɉ

[T]he essential function of cross -examination is not to 

embarrass, blame, humiliate, or emotionally berate a party, 

but rather to ask questions that probe a partyɅs narrative in 

order to give the decisionmaker the fullest view possible of the 

evidence relevant to the allegations at issue. 

Id. at 30319.

Purpose is not to Humiliate or Berate

The Department disagrees that cross -examination places a victim (or any 

party or witness) ɄɄon trialɅɅ or constitutes an interrogation; rather, cross-

examination properly conducted simply constitutes a procedure by which 

each party and witness answers questions posed from a partyɅs unique 

perspective in an effort to advance the asking partyɅs own interests. 

Id. at 30315 (emphasis added).

[C]onducting cross-examination consists simply of posing questions 

intended to advance the asking partyɅs perspective with respect to the 

specific allegations at issue; no legal or other training or expertise can or 

should be required to ask factual questions in the context of a Title IX 

grievance process.  Id. at 30319 (emphasis added).

ɈCross-examinationɉ = Asking Questions
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Before a complainant, respondent, or witness answers 

a cross-examination question, the decision -maker must 

first determine whether the question is relevant and 

explain to the partyɅs advisor asking cross-examination 

questions any decision to exclude a question as not 

relevant.
Id. at 30331 (emphasis added) .

The ɈPauseɉ

The Department acknowledges that predictions of harsh, aggressive, 
victim -blaming cross -examination may dissuade complainants from 
pursuing a formal complaint out of fear of undergoing questioning 
that could be perceived as an interrogation. However, recipients 
retain discretion under the final regulations to educate a recipientɅs 
community about what cross -examination during a Title IX grievance 
process will look like, including developing rules and practices (that 
apply equally to both parties) to oversee cross -examination to 
ensure that questioning is relevant, respectful, and non -abusive.  

Id. at 30316.

Respectful Questioning

[W]here the substance of a question is relevant, but the manner 

in which an advisor attempts to ask the question is harassing, 

intimidating, or abusive (for example, the advisor yells, 

screams, or physically ɄɄleans inɅɅ to the witnessɅs personal 

space), the recipient may appropriately, evenhandedly enforce 

rules of decorum that require relevant questions to be asked in 

a respectful, non -abusive manner.  

Id. at 30331 (emphasis added).

Abusive Questioning Should Not be Tolerated

ϥf a partyɅs advisor of choice refuses to comply with a recipientɅs 

rules of decorum (for example, by insisting on yelling at the 

other party), the recipient may require the party to use a 

different advisor. Similarly, if an advisor that the recipient 

provides refuses to comply with a recipientɅs rules of decorum, 

the recipient may provide that party with a different advisor to 

conduct cross -examination on behalf of that party.  

Id. at 30320.

Advisors as Cross -Examiners

The assigned advisor is not required to assume the partyɅs 

version of events is accurate, but the assigned advisor still must 

conduct cross -examination on behalf of the party. 

Id. at 30341.

Assigned Advisor

A party cannot ɄɄfireɅɅ an assigned advisor during the hearing, but if 

the party correctly asserts that the assigned advisor is refusing to 

ɄɄconduct cross-examination on the partyɅs behalfɅɅ then the recipient 

is obligated to provide the party an advisor to perform that function, 

whether that means counseling the assigned advisor to perform that 

role, or stopping the hearing to assign a different advisor . If a party 

to whom the recipient assigns an advisor refuses to work with the 

advisor when the advisor is willing to conduct cross -examination on 

the partyɅs behalf, then for reasons described above that party has 

no right of self -representation with respect to conducting cross -

examination, and that party would not be able to pose any cross -

examination questions.            Id. at 30342 (emphasis added).

Firing an Advisor
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Whether advisors also may conduct direct examination is left to 

a recipientɅs discretion (though any rule in this regard must 

apply equally to both parties). 

Id. at 30342 (emphasis added).

Advisors May Conduct ɈDirectɉ Examination

[R]ecipients may not impose training or competency 

assessments on advisors of choice selected by parties , but 

nothing in the final regulations prevents a recipient from 

training and assessing the competency of its own employees 

whom the recipient may desire to appoint as party advisors .   

Id. at 30342 (emphasis added).

Cannot Impose Training on Advisors

July 2021 Q&A 

ÅCross-examination
ÅQuestion #39τ!ǘ ŀ ƭƛǾŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎΣ άŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ώƳǳǎǘ ōŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻϐ ǘƻ 

ask the other party and any witnesses all relevant questions and follow-up 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŘƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ ¢ƘŜ нлнл ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ 
this process of questioning as cross-examination. Dept. of Education, Office for Civil Rights, Questions and Answers on the 

Title IX Regulations on Sexual Harassment (July 2021), at 21. 

ÅQuestion #43τ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜŀƳōƭŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊΩǎ ŎǊƻǎǎ-ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǊƻƭŜ άƛǎ 
ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ǇƻǎŜǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ōŜƘŀƭŦΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŀƴ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜƭŀȅ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƻǊ 
ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎΦέ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ a postsecondary school could limit the role of 
advisors to relaying questions drafted by their party. Id. at 23 (emphasis added).

Special Issues Highlight #5
Creating a Hearing Agenda

(iv) Include a presumption that the respondent is not 

responsible for the alleged conduct until a determination 

regarding responsibility is made at the conclusion of the 

grievance process;

§ 106.45(b)(1)(iv)

(emphasis added)

Start of Hearing, Introduction, Rules of Decorum, Technology specifics, etc.

Opening Statements (if allowed ςtime limit?)

ÅOpening Statement by Complainant

ÅOpening Statement by Respondent

Questioning by Decision-Maker(s)

ÅQuestioning of Investigator (if required)

ÅQuestioning of Complainant

ÅQuestioning of Respondent

ÅQuestioning of Witnesses

Hearing Break (for parties to finalize their cross-examination questionsτtime limit?)

Cross-examination (and Direct-examination, if allowed)

Å/ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ²ƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ

ÅwŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΩǎadvisor questions the Complainant and any Witnesses

Decision-Maker(s) ask any follow-up questions

Closing Statements (if allowed ςTime limit?)

ÅClosing Statement by Complainant 

ÅClosing Statement by Respondent

A Sample Outline Of A Hearing Agenda

REMEMBER: 
Decision-makers 
must be trained 

on technology 
used in a 
hearing. 

Schools must 
create an audio 

or audiovisual 
recording, or 

transcript, of any 
live hearing. 
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Under this provision a recipient may, for instance, adopt rules 

that instruct party advisors to conduct questioning in a 

respectful, non -abusive manner, decide whether the parties 

may offer opening or closing statements, specify a process for 

making objections to the relevance of questions and evidence, 

place reasonable time limitations on a hearing, and so forth.   

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education 
Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 
30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) (online at www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-
2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30361.

Special Issues Highlight #6
Non Appearance of Parties 

and Witnesses/ 
Unwillingness to Submit to 

Cross -Examination 

The Department understands that complainants (and 

respondents) often will not have control over whether witnesses 

appear and are cross -examined, because neither the recipient 

nor the parties have subpoena power to compel appearance of 

witnesses. . . . Where a witness cannot or will not appear and 

be cross -examined, that personɅs statements will not be relied 

on by the decision -maker . . . 

Id. at 30348.

No Subpoena Power Over Witnesses

RECONSIDER! In light of new Dept. of 
Education interpretations and clarifications.

The prohibition on reliance on ɄɄstatementsɅɅ applies not only to 

statements made during the hearing, but also to any statement of the 

party or witness who does not submit to cross -examination. ɄɄStatementsɅɅ 

has its ordinary meaning, but would not include evidence (such as videos) 

that do not constitute a personɅs intent to make factual assertions, or to 

the extent that such evidence does not contain a personɅs statements. 

Thus, police reports, SANE reports, medical reports, and other documents 

and records may not be relied on to the extent that they contain the 

statements of a party or witness who has not submitted to cross -

examination. Id. at 30349.

Non Submission to Cross -examination

RECONSIDER! In light of new Dept. of Education interpretations 
and clarifications.

While documentary evidence such as police reports or hospital records 

may have been gathered during investigation and, if directly related to the 

allegations inspected and reviewed by the parties, and to the extent they 

are relevant, summarized in the investigative report, the hearing is the 

partiesɅ first opportunity to argue to the decision-maker about the 

credibility and implications of such evidence. Probing the credibility and 

reliability of statements asserted by witnesses contained in such evidence 

requires the parties to have the opportunity to cross -examine the 

witnesses making the statements.    Id. at 30349 (internal citations omitted).

Non Submission to Cross -examination ContɅd

RECONSIDER! In light of new Dept. of 
Education interpretations and clarifications.

If parties do not testify about their own statement and submit to cross -

examination, the decision -maker will not have the appropriate context for the 

statement, which is why the decision -maker cannot consider that partyɅs 

statements. This provision requires a party or witness to ɄɄsubmit to cross-

examinationɅɅ to avoid exclusion of their statements; the same exclusion of 

statements does not apply to a party or witnessɅs refusal to answer questions 

posed by the decision -maker. If a party or witness refuses to respond to a 

decision -makerɅs questions, the decision-maker is not precluded from relying 

on that party or witnessɅs statements.  Id. at 30349 (internal citations omitted).

Non Submission to Cross -examination ContɅd

RECONSIDER! In light of new Dept. of 
Education interpretations and clarifications.
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This is because cross -examination (which differs from questions posed 

by a neutral fact -finder) constitutes a unique opportunity for parties to 

present a decision -maker with the partyɅs own perspectives about 

evidence. This adversarial testing of credibility renders the personɅs 

statements sufficiently reliable for consideration and fair for 

consideration by the decision -maker, in the context of a Title IX 

adjudication often overseen by laypersons rather than judges and 

lacking comprehensive rules of evidence that otherwise might 

determine reliability without cross -examination.    

Id. at 30349 (internal citations omitted).

Non Submission to Cross -examination ContɅd

RECONSIDER! In light of new Dept. of 
Education interpretations and clarifications.

[W]here a party or witness does not appear at a live hearing or 

refuses to answer cross -examination questions, the decision -maker 

must disregard statements of that party or witness but must reach a 

determination without drawing any inferences about the 

determination regarding responsibility based on the party or 

witnessɅs failure or refusal to appear or answer questions. Thus, for 

example, where a complainant refuses to answer cross -examination 

questions but video evidence exists showing the underlying incident, 

a decision -maker may still consider the available evidence and make 

a determination.  Id. at 30328.

Non Submission to Cross -examination ContɅd

RECONSIDER! In light of new Dept. of 
Education interpretations and clarifications.

[A] partyɅs advisor may appear and conduct cross-examination 

even when the party whom they are advising does not appear. 

Similarly, where one party does not appear and that partyɅs 

advisor of choice does not appear, a recipient -provided advisor 

must still cross -examine the other, appearing party ɄɄon behalf 

ofɅɅ the non-appearing party, resulting in consideration of the 

appearing partyɅs statements but not the non -appearing partyɅs 

statements (without any inference being drawn based on the 

non -appearance).    Id. at 30346.

Non -Appearance of Party/Advisor

RECONSIDER! In light of new Dept. of 
Education interpretations and clarifications.

In cases where a complainant files a formal complaint, and 

then does not appear or refuses to be cross -examined at the 

hearing, this provision excludes the complainantɅs statements, 

including allegations in a formal complaint.   

Id. at 30347.

Where a Complainant Does Not Appear

RECONSIDER! In light of new Dept. of 
Education interpretations and clarifications.

[E]ven where a respondent fails to appear for a hearing, the 

decision -maker may still consider the relevant evidence 

(excluding statements of the nonappearing party) and reach a 

determination regarding responsibility, though the final 

regulations do not refer to this as a ɄɄdefault judgment.ɅɅ ϥf a 

decision -maker does proceed to reach a determination, no 

inferences about the determination regarding responsibility 

may be drawn based on the nonappearance of a party.   

Id. at 30349.

Where a Respondent Does Not Appear

RECONSIDER! In light of new Dept. of 
Education interpretations and clarifications.

[E]ven if no party appears for the live hearing such that no 

partyɅs statements can be relied on by the decision-maker , it is 

still possible to reach a determination regarding responsibility 

where non -statement evidence has been gathered and 

presented to the decisionmaker.   

Id. at 30361.

Where No Party Appears

RECONSIDER! In light of new Dept. of 
Education interpretations and clarifications.
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§ 106.45(b)(6)(i) includes language that directs a decision -maker to reach the 

determination regarding responsibility based on the evidence remaining even if a 

party or witness refuses to undergo cross -examination, so that even though the 

refusing partyɅs statement cannot be considered, the decision-maker may reach 

a determination based on the remaining evidence so long as no inference is 

drawn based on the party or witnessɅs absence from the hearing or refusal to 

answer cross -examination (or other) questions. Thus, even if a party chooses not 

to appear at the hearing or answer cross -examination questions (whether out of 

concern about the partyɅs position in a concurrent or potential civil lawsuit or 

criminal proceeding, or for any other reason), the partyɅs mere absence from the 

hearing or refusal to answer questions does not affect the determination 

regarding responsibility in the Title IX grievance process.  Id. at 30322.

ɈRemaining Evidenceɉ

RECONSIDER! In light of new Dept. of 
Education interpretations and clarifications.

[ϥ]f the case does not depend on partyɅs or witnessɅs statements but 

rather on other evidence (e.g., video evidence that does not consist 

of ɄɄstatementsɅɅ or to the extent that the video contains non-

statement evidence) the decision -maker can still consider that other 

evidence and reach a determination, and must do so without 

drawing any inference about the determination based on lack of 

party or witness testimony. This result thus comports with the Sixth 

CircuitɅs rationale in Baum that cross-examination is most needed in 

cases that involve the need to evaluate credibility of parties as 

opposed to evaluation of non -statement evidence. Id. at 30328.

ɈRemaining Evidenceɉ ContɅd

RECONSIDER! In light of new Dept. of 
Education interpretations and clarifications.

The court vacated the part of 34 C.F.R. § 106.45(b)(6)(i) that prohibits 
a decision-maker from relying on statements that are not subject to 
cross-examination during the hearing: ɈIf a party or witness does not 
submit to cross -examination at the live hearing, the decision -
maker(s) must not rely on any statement of that party or witness in 
reaching a determination regarding responsibilityɎ.ɉ Please note 
that all other provisions in the 2020 amendments, including all other 
parts of 34 C.F.R. § 106.45(b)(6)(i), remain in effect. The affected 
provision at 34 C.F.R. § 106.45(b)(6)(i) is only applicable to 
postsecondary institutions and does not apply to elementary or 
secondary schools, which are not required to provide for a live 
hearing with cross -examination. 

Victim Rights Law Center et al. v. Cardona

U.S. Dept. of Education, Office for Civil Rights, Letter re Victim 
Rights Law Center et al. v. Cardona (Aug. 24, 2021) at 1.

Victim Rights Law Center et al. v. Cardona

ϥn accordance with the courtɅs order, the Department will 
immediately cease enforcement of the part of § 106.45(b)(6)(i) 
regarding the prohibition against statements not subject to cross -
examination. Postsecondary institutions are no longer subject to this 
portion of the provision. 

In practical terms, a decision -maker at a postsecondary institution 
may now consider statements made by parties or witnesses that are 
otherwise permitted under the regulations, even if those parties or 
witnesses do not participate in cross -examination at the live 
hearing, in reaching a determination regarding responsibility in a 
Title IX grievance process. 

Id.

Victim Rights Law Center et al. v. Cardona

For example, a decision -maker at a postsecondary institution may 
now consider statements made by the parties and witnesses during 
the investigation, emails or text exchanges between the parties 
leading up to the alleged sexual harassment, and statements about 
the alleged sexual harassment that satisfy the regulationɅs relevance 
rules, regardless of whether the parties or witnesses submit to cross -
examination at the live hearing. A decision -maker at a 
postsecondary institution may also consider police reports, Sexual 
Assault Nurse Examiner documents, medical reports, and other 
documents even if those documents contain statements of a party 
or witness who is not cross -examined at the live hearing . 

Id. at 1-2.

Special Issues Highlight #7
Using Evidence to Make a 

Determination of 
Responsible/Not 

Responsible and Burden of 
Proof
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Requires a decision-maker who is not the same person as the Title 

IX Coordinator or the investigator to reach a determination 

regarding responsibility by applying the standard of evidence the 

recipient has designated in the recipientɅs grievance procedures 

for use in all formal complaints of sexual harassment (which must 

be either the preponderance of the evidence standard or the clear 

and convincing evidence standard) . . . 

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or 

Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance , 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) 

(online at www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR -2020-05-19/pdf/2020 -10512.pdf ) at 30054 (emphasis added).

§ 106.45(b)(7)

(ii) Require an objective evaluation of all relevant evidence Ɂ

including both inculpatory and exculpatory evidence Ɂ and 

provide that credibility determinations may not be based on 

a personɅs status as a complainant, respondent, or witness; 

§ 106.45(b)(1)(ii)

(emphasis added)

[I]ǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ǘƻ ƛƳǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ 

evidence and present it so that the decision-maker can 

determine whether the recipient (not either party) has 

shown that the weight of the evidence reaches or falls 

short of the standard of evidence selected by the 

recipient for making determinations.    

Id. at 30292 (emphasis added).

Recipient Bears the Burden of Gathering Evidence

Whether the evidence gathered and presented by the recipient 

(i.e., gathered by the investigator and with respect to relevant 

evidence, summarized in an investigative report) does or does 

not meet the burden of proof, the recipientɅs obligation is the 

same: To respond to the determination regarding responsibility 

by complying with § 106.45 (including effectively implementing 

remedies for the complainant if the respondent is determined 

to be responsible). 

Id. 30291 (emphasis added).

Burden of Proof

Standard of Evidence - Preponderance of the Evidence 

Using a preponderance of the evidence standard, and considering relevant 
definitions in the policy,  the hearing panel weighs the evidence to 
determine whether the respondent violated the policy.

50.01% likelihood or 50% and a feather
Which side do you fall on? 

The greater weight of the evidence, not necessarily established by the 
greater number of witnesses testifying to a fact but by evidence that has the 
most convincing force, superior evidentiary weight that, though not 
sufficient to free the mind wholly from all reasoanble doubt, is still sufficient 
to incline a mind to one side of the issue rather than the other.

.Ǌȅŀƴ !Φ DŀǊŘƴŜǊΣ .ƭŀŎƪΩǎ [ŀǿ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ млΣ όнлмпύ, 1373 

ÅEvidence indicating that the thing to be proved is highly 

probable or reasonably certain. Bryan A. Gardner, BlackɅs Law Dictionary 10, 

(2014). 674  

ÅCertain facts must be proved by clear and convincing 

evidence, which is a higher burden of proof. This means the 

party must persuade you that it is highly probable that the 

fact is true. CACI No. 201. More Likely True ɁClear and Convincing Proof 

https://www.justia.com/documents/trials -litigation -caci.pdf

Standard of Evidence ɀClear and Convincing 
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Unlike court trials where often the trier of fact consists of a jury of laypersons 

untrained in evidentiary matters, the final regulations require decision-makers to be 

trained in how to conduct a grievance process and how to serve impartially, and 

specifically including training in how to determine what questions and evidence are 

relevant. The fact that decision-makers in a Title IX grievance process must be 

trained to perform that role means that the same well-trained decision-maker will 

determine the weight or credibility to be given to each piece of evidence, and the 

training required under § 106.45(b)(1)(iii) allows recipients flexibility to include 

substantive training about how to assign weight or credibility to certain types or 

categories of evidence, so long as any such training promotes impartiality and 

treats complainants and respondents equally.  

Id. at 30337 (emphasis added).

Recipients May Train Beyond Relevance

[T]he § 106.45 grievance process does not prescribe rules governing 

how admissible, relevant evidence must be evaluated for weight or 

ŎǊŜŘƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ōȅ ŀ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ-maker, and recipients thus have 

discretion to adopt and apply rules in that regard, so long as such rules 

do not conflict with § 106.45 and apply equally to both parties.  Id. at 30294.

[I]f a recipient trains Title IX personnel to evaluate, credit, or assign 

weight to types of relevant, admissible evidence, that topic will be 

ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΦ  Id. at 30293.

Training Beyond Relevance Is Not Required

A recipient may, for example, adopt a rule regarding the weight 

or credibility (but not the admissibility) that a decision -maker 

should assign to evidence of a partyɅs prior bad acts, so long as 

such a rule applied equally to the prior bad acts of 

complainants and the prior bad acts of respondents.  

Id. at 30294.

Rules on Weight of Evidence

Thus, for example, where a cross-examination question or piece of 

ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻǊ ǇǊƛƻǊ ōŀŘ 

acts, under the final regulations the decision-maker cannot exclude or 

refuse to consider the relevant evidence, but may proceed to 

objectively evaluate that relevant evidence by analyzing whether that 

evidence warrants a high or low level of weight or credibility, so long 

ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴƳŀƪŜǊΩǎ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘǊŜŀǘǎ ōƻǘƘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ōȅ ƴƻǘΣ 

for instance, automatically assigning higher weight to exculpatory 

character evidence than to inculpatory character evidence.

Id. at 30337 (emphasis added).

Weighing Evidence

While the Department will enforce these final regulations to 

ensure that recipients comply with the § 106.45 grievance 

process, including accurately determining whether evidence is 

relevant, the Department notes that § 106.44(b)(2) assures 

recipients that, when enforcing these final regulations, the 

Department will refrain from second guessing a recipientɅs 

determination regarding responsibility based solely on whether 

the Department would have weighed the evidence differently. 

Id. at 30337 (internal citation omitted, emphasis added).

Second -Guessing from OCR on Weight?

For the same reasons that judging credibility solely on demeanor 
presents risks of inaccuracy generally, the Department cautions that 
judging credibility based on a complainantɅs demeanor through the 
lens of whether observed demeanor is ɄɄevidence of traumaɅɅ presents 
similar risks of inaccuracy. The Department reiterates that while 
assessing demeanor is one part of judging credibility, other factors 
are consistency, plausibility, and reliability. Real -time cross -
examination presents an opportunity for parties and decision -
makers to test and evaluate credibility based on all these factors.   

Id. at 30356 (internal citation omitted).

Credibility/Demeanor and Trauma
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ÅWeigh the impact of physical evidence. Consider role of photographic and 
videographic evidence.

ÅWalk throughs?

ÅWeigh the testimony of each party and witness

ÅBelievability/Credibility
Å[C]redibility determinations are not based solely on observing demeanor, but also are based on other factors (e.g., 

specific details, inherent plausibility, internal consistency, corroborative evidence).  Id. at 30321.

ÅReliability

ÅBias/ϥnterest in the outcome/ ɈPrejudicialɉ

ÅPersuasiveness

ÅConsistency

ÅOpinion/Fact/Expert testimony

ÅɈJudicial Noticeɉ

ÅWeigh all the evidence: coherence//no prejudgment before judgement Ɂavoid confirmation bias

ÅCombat sex stereotypes

ÅNo improper inferences: ex. Refusal to testify.

Evidence -From Relevance to Probativeness

Special Issues Highlight #8
Written Determination 

Requires a decision -maker who is not the same person as the Title IX 
Coordinator or the investigator to reach a determination regarding 
responsibility by applying the standard of evidence the recipient has 
designated in the recipientɅs grievance procedures for use in all 
formal complaints of sexual harassment (which must be either the 

preponderance of the evidence standard or the clear and convincing 
evidence standard) , and the recipient must simultaneously send the 
parties a written determination explaining the reasons for the 
outcome .

Id. at 30054 (emphasis added).

§ 106.45(b)(7)

The written determination must include Ɂ

(A) Identification of the allegations potentially constituting sexual harassment as 
defined in § 106.30; 

(B) A description of the procedural steps taken from the receipt of the formal complaint 
through the determination, including any notifications to the parties, interviews with 
parties and witnesses, site visits, methods used to gather other evidence, and 
hearings held; 

(C) Findings of fact supporting the determination; 

(D) Conclusions regarding the application of the recipientɅs code of conduct to the facts; 

(E) A statement of, and rationale for , the result as to each allegation, including a 
determination regarding responsibility, any disciplinary sanctions the recipient 
imposes on the respondent, and whether remedies designed to restore or preserve 
equal access to the recipientɅs education program or activity will be provided by the 
recipient to the complainant; and 

(F) The recipientɅs procedures and permissible bases for the complainant and 
respondent to appeal. 

Written Determination Regarding 
Responsibility

§ 106.45(b)(7)(ii)(A-F)

ÅIssue(s)/Procedural Posture

ÅRule (Policies/Allegations)

ÅAnalysis (Rationales)

ÅConclusion(s)

IRAC: Basic content of a report

ÅResponsible

ÅNot Responsible

ÅPush? (Burden of proof)
ÅThe final regulations require the burden of proof to remain on the recipient, and the recipient must reach a 

determination of responsibility against the respondent if the evidence meets the applicable standard of evidence.  

Id. at 30260-61 (emphasis added).

ÅConsider the Jameis Winston incident at FSU. Justice IŀǊŘƛƴƎ άǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎϥ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ 

ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŘƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ Ψǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΦΩ

ΨIn sum, the preponderance of the evidence has not shown that you are responsible for any of the charged 

Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻŘŜΣΩ IŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǿǊƻǘŜΦέ  9{tbΣ Jameis Winston ruling: No violation (Dec. 21, 2014).

ÅAdmission of Responsibility?

ÅRemedies/Sanctions

Potential Outcomes
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REMEMBER: No premature dismissal of a formal complaint based on burden 
of proof (which is different than the three mandatory dismissal standards ς
alleged conduct does not meet the definition of sexual harassment, did not 
ƻŎŎǳǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ƻǊ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƻŎŎǳǊ 
against a person in the United States.)

[A] recipient should not apply a discretionary dismissal in situations where the 
recipient does not know whether it can meet the burden of proof under §
106.45(b)(5)(i). 5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƻŦ Ƙŀǎ 
been carried must be made in accordance with §§106.45(b)(6)-(7) ςnot 
prematurely made by persons other than the decision-maker, without 
following those adjudication and written determination requirements.    

Id. at 30290 (emphasis added). 

Special Issues Highlight #9
Supportive Measures, 

Sanctions and Remedies

(iv) The Title IX Coordinator is responsible for effective 

implementation of any remedies. 

ÅRemedies

ÅSanctions

ÅContinuation of Supportive Measures

§ 106.45(b)(7)(iv)

Special Issues Highlight #10
Revisiting Appeals

(8) Appeals. 

(i) A recipient must offer both parties an appeal from a 

determination regarding responsibility, and from a recipientɅs 

dismissal of a formal complaint or any allegations therein, on 

the following bases: 

§ 106.45(b)(8)(i)

(A) Procedural irregularity that affected the outcome of the matter; 

(B) New evidence that was not reasonably available at the time the 
determination regarding responsibility or dismissal was made, that 
could affect the outcome of the matter; and 

(C) The Title IX Coordinator, investigator(s), or decision -maker(s) had 
a conflict of interest or bias for or against complainants or 
respondents generally or the individual complainant or respondent 
that affected the outcome of the matter. 

Three required standards for appeal. You may have other 
standards, but they must apply equitably and equally.

§ 106.45(b)(8)(i)(A -C)
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(ii) A recipient may offer an appeal equally to both parties on 

additional bases. 

§ 106.45(b)(8)(ii)

(iii) As to all appeals, the recipient must: 

(A) Notify the other party in writing when an appeal is filed and 
implement appeal procedures equally for both parties; 

(B) Ensure that the decision -maker(s) for the appeal is not the same 
person as the decision -maker(s) that reached the determination regarding 
responsibility or dismissal, the investigator(s), or the Title IX Coordinator; 

(C) Ensure that the decision -maker(s) for the appeal complies with the 
standards set forth in paragraph (b)(1)(iii) of this section; 

(D) Give both parties a reasonable, equal opportunity to submit a written 
statement in support of, or challenging, the outcome; 

(E) Issue a written decision describing the result of the appeal and the 
rationale for the result; and 

(F) Provide the written decision simultaneously to both parties.

§ 106.45(b)(8)(iii)(A -F)

ÅWhat choices do we need to make?

ÅWho should decide appeals and what training do they need?

ÅHow many appellate officers do we need?

ÅWhat are the procedures for appeals?

ÅHow do appellate officers arrive at a determination?

ÅWhat Ɉadditional basesɉ could exist?

Points on Appeals

Tabletop Exercises and 
Breakout Groups

ÅYou will be placed into a random breakout group with about 4 -6 
other people.

ÅPlease send a chat message to Jill Dunlap if you need to be placed in the group with 

closed-captioning.

ÅDiscuss the scenarios that were previously emailed.

ÅPlease spend about 45 minutes discussing the scenarios as a group.

ÅPlease share how you plan to address these issues on your campus.  

This is a time to learn from each other!

ÅWe will come back together as a group and Peter & Jennifer will go 

over the scenarios.

ÅBreakout rooms are not recorded.

ÅPlease make sure you are unmuted and video is on.

Breakout Groups

!./ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ 

ǘƘŜ άƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊέ ǘƻ ΨΩƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ 

and to assist the hearing panel. The hearing officer is empowered to 

ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŎƻǊǳƳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦέ !./ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŦȅ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ άƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ-ƳŀƪŜǊΦέ tŜǊ !./ 

University policies, the decision-making function is entrusted to a panel 

consisting of three individuals trained as Title IX decision-makersτtwo 

faculty members, and one student who is selected from a pool of 

available and appropriately trained student Title IX decision-makers.  

Scenario #1
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¶/ŀƴ ŀ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ōŜ ŀ άƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊέ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

decision-maker(s)? Is there anything in the new Title IX regulations 

that prevents this? Is this a desirable or problematic approach?

¶²Ƙƻ ŜƭǎŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŀ άƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊέ όƴƻǘ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ-maker)? The 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΚ  ²ƘŀǘΣ ƛŦ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ 

approach?

¶Is there anything in the new regulations that prevents students from 

serving on a hearing panel?  Will your campus allow students to 

serve on hearing panels as decision-makers? Why or why not?

Scenario #1 Ɂ Questions 

Special Issues Highlight #11
Designation of          

ɈHearing Officersɉ and 
ɈDecision-Makersɉ

ÅShould you designate a separate hearing officer who is not 

a decision -maker?

ÅWith respect to the roles of a hearing officer and decisionmaker, the final 

regulations leave recipients discretion to decide whether to have a hearing 

officer (presumably to oversee or conduct a hearing) separate and apart 

from a decision-maker, and the final regulations do not prevent the same 

individual serving in both roles.  Id. at 30372.

ÅWhat is their role?

ÅWho should take this position?

ÅTitle IX Coordinator? General Counsel? Someone else?

Hearing Officers

ÅWho are appropriate decision -makers?

ÅFaculty, staff, students?

Å[T]he final regulations do not preclude a recipient from allowing student leaders to 

serve in Title IX roles so long as the recipient can meet all requirements in § 106.45 

and these final regulations, and leaves it to a recipientɅs judgment to decide under 

what circumstances, if any, a recipient wants to involve student leaders in Title IX 

roles. Id. at 30253.

ÅOutside decision-makers or Ɉadjudicatorsɉ?  What about law firms?

Å§106.8(a) specifies that the Title ϥX Coordinator must be an ɄɄemployeeɅɅ designated 

and authorized by the recipient to coordinate the recipientɅs efforts to comply with 

Title IX obligations. No such requirement of employee status applies to, for instance, 

serving as a decision-maker on a hearing panel.         Id. at 30253 n.1037.

ÅNo bias or conflicts of interest 

ÅTraining

Decision -Makers

[T]he decision -maker will be trained in how to conduct a 

grievance process, including 

ÅHow to determine relevance 

ÅHow to apply the rape shield protections

ÅHow . . . to determine the relevance of a cross -examination 

question before a party or witness must answer.    

Id. at 30353 (bullets added).

Decision -Maker Training Mandates

Lƴ ŀ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎΣ /ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊΣ !Ř ±ƛǎƻǊΣ ƛǎ ŎǊƻǎǎ-examining 

Respondent in a live in-person hearing where both parties are present. 

¦Ǉƻƴ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ !Ř ±ƛǎƻǊΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ 

/ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ ȅŜƭƭǎ ƻǳǘ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƛŜΗέ

Scenario #2

1315 1316

1317 1318

1319 1320



©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

¶How should a decision-maker address this situation? Is the 

ǎǇƻƴǘŀƴŜƻǳǎ ǳǘǘŜǊŀƴŎŜ άŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜέΚ

¶Should a campus adopt hearing rules addressing spontaneous 

utterances/ decorum in the course of a hearing? If so, what might 

these rules look like?  

¶What are ways in which rules of decorum might differ for an in-

person hearing versus a virtual hearing? 

¶Who enforces the rules of decorum at the live hearing?

Scenario #2 Ɂ Questions 

Special Issues Highlight #12
Rules of Decorum

ÅPromptness

ÅRespectful behavior at all times

ÅTurn off cell phone

ÅNo gum chewing

ÅNo outbursts, talking out of turn, spontaneous utterances

ÅIf virtual, be in a private space free from disruption

What are some possible rules of decorum?

The Department notes that the final regulations, §

106.45(b)(5)(iv) and § 106.45(b)(6)(i), make clear that the choice 

or presence of a partyɅs advisor cannot be limited by the 

recipient. To meet this obligation a recipient also cannot forbid 

a party from conferring with the partyɅs advisor, although a 

recipient has discretion to adopt rules governing the conduct of 

hearings that could, for example, include rules about the timing 

and length of breaks requested by parties or advisors and rules 

forbidding participants from disturbing the hearing by loudly 

conferring with each other.   

Id. at 30339 (emphasis added).

Advisor/Party Interactions During A Hearing

At a Title IX hearing in which you are a decision-ƳŀƪŜǊΣ /ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊΣ [ŀǿ 
Yer, is posing questions through cross-examination to Respondent. Law Yerasks:

Law YerΥ άhƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƳƛǎŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
Ƴȅ ŎƭƛŜƴǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƴ άŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǘǎέ ǘƻ ²ƛǘƴŜǎǎ м ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
witnesses. Witness 1 stated to the investigator that you made Witness 1 feel 
extremely uncomfortable with repeated sexual advances that night.  Witness 1 has 
attested to this here today [Note: This is true.] and has submitted to cross-
examination. In fact, although Witness 1 has not submitted any formal complaints 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ȅƻǳΣ ²ƛǘƴŜǎǎ м ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ άǘŀƪŜƴ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜέ ƻŦ ²ƛǘƴŜǎǎ м ŀǘ ŀ 
party in on-campus housing last semester by touching Witness 1 inappropriately 
when Witness 1 was too intoxicated to give consent. Complainant believes you 
have engaged in a pattern of doing this to other individuals. Did you inappropriately 
touch Witness 1 last semester or at any time while Witness 1 was too intoxicated to 
ƎƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΚέ

Scenario #3

Before Respondent can answer and before the decision-maker can take a 

pause to determine if the question is relevant, Att Orney, the advisor for 

Respondent states:

Att OrneyΥ άhōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ /ƻƳǇƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ !ǊƎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ 

Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǊǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛǊŜŎǘ Ƴȅ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦέ

The decision-maker then asks Law Yerto offer a response to the objection. 

Law YerΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǎŜǘǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ 

happened on the night in question and it shows a pattern of bad behavior by 

wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΦέ 

Scenario #3 Continued
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¶Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǳǘǘŜǊŀƴŎŜ ōȅ [ŀǿ ¸ŜǊ ŀ άǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΚέ 

¶Will you allow rhetorical, compound or argumentative questions?  Why or why 

not?

¶ Is this a question seeking relevant information? Why or why not?

¶Should you, the decision-ƳŀƪŜǊΣ ŜǾŜǊ ǘŀƪŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ άǇǊƛƻǊ ōŀŘ ŀŎǘǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

parties into account?

¶How will you address speaking objections, if at all? 

¶ If you are unsure if a question is or is not relevant, what should you do? 

¶Do you have actual notice of a potential Title IX violation involving Witness 1?  

¶How will you manage issues relating to lawyers as advisors that may arise in a 

hearing?

Scenario #3 Ɂ Questions 

Special Issues Highlight #13 
Lawyers as Advisors

ÅAll advisors should be provided information regarding 

hearing procedures/processes/rules in advance

ÅTitle IX hearings are not court

ÅWill you allow objections?

ÅWill you allow challenges to the relevance determinations 

made by the decision -makers?

Lawyers as Advisors

The final regulations do not preclude a recipient from adopting a 

rule (applied equally to both parties) that does, or does not, give 

parties or advisors the right to discuss the relevance determination 

with the decision -maker during the hearing. If a recipient believes 

that arguments about a relevance determination during a hearing 

would unnecessarily protract the hearing or become uncomfortable 

for parties, the recipient may adopt a rule that prevents parties and 

advisors from challenging the relevance determination (after 

receiving the decision -makerɅs explanation) during the hearing.   

Id. at 30343 (emphasis added).

Challenging the Relevance Determination

In a Title IX hearing, Complainant is asked the following question by 

wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ƻƴ ŎǊƻǎǎ-examination:

άLǎƴΩǘ ƛǘ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǊƻƻƳƳŀǘŜ 

and Witness 3 in the month before the alleged incident with 

wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘΚέ

Scenario #4

¶Is this a relevant question? Why or why not?

¶²ƘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 

allowed?

¶Iƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ άǊŀǇŜ ǎƘƛŜƭŘέ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ 

to a hearing?

Scenario #4 Ɂ Questions 
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Special Issues Highlight #14
Relevance & Rape Shield 

Protections

[R]elevance is the sole gatekeeper evidentiary rule in the final 

regulations, but decision-makers retain discretion regarding the 

weight or credibility to assign to particular evidence. Further, for the 

reasons discussed above, while the final regulations do not address 

άƘŜŀǊǎŀȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜέ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ § 106.45(b)(6)(i) does preclude a 

decision-maker from relying on statements of a party or witness 

who has not submitted to cross-examination at the live hearing.                   

Id. at 30354.

Relevance

Prior Sexual History/Sexual Predisposition

Section 106.45(b)(6)(i) -(ii) protects complainants (but not 

respondents) from questions or evidence about the 

complainantɅs prior sexual behavior or sexual predisposition, 

mirroring rape shield protections applied in Federal courts.

Id. at 30103 (emphasis added).

[T]he rape shield language in § 106.45(b)(6)(i)-(ii) bars questions or 

ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǇǊŜŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ όǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ) 

and about a ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ 

exceptions: 

1) if offered to prove that someone other than the respondent 

committed the alleged sexual harassment, or 

2) if the question or evidence concerns sexual behavior between the 

complainant and the respondent and is offered to prove consent.

Rape Shield Language

Id. at 30336 n.1308 (emphasis added).

We have also revised § 106.45(b)(6)(i) in a manner that builds in 

a ɄɄpauseɅɅ to the cross-examination process; before a party or 

witness answers a cross -examination question, the 

decisionmaker must determine if the question is relevant. 

Id. at 30323.

Decision -Maker to Determine Relevance

Only relevant cross -examination and other questions may be 

asked of a party or witness. Before a complainant, respondent, 

or witness answers a cross -examination question, the decision -

maker must first determine whether the question is relevant 

and explain any decision to exclude a question as not relevant.  

Id. at 30331.

Decision -Maker to Determine Relevance 
ContɅd
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Thus, for example, where a cross -examination question or piece 

of evidence is relevant, but concerns a partyɅs character or prior 

bad acts, under the final regulations the decision -maker cannot 

exclude or refuse to consider the relevant evidence, but may 

proceed to objectively evaluate that relevant evidence by 

analyzing whether that evidence warrants a high or low level of 

weight or credibility, so long as the decision -makerɅs evaluation 

treats both parties equally by not, for instance, automatically 

assigning higher weight to exculpatory character evidence than 

to inculpatory character evidence. 

Id. at 30337 (internal citation omitted).

Decision -Maker to Determine Relevance 
ContɅd

The new regulations require ɄɄon the spotɅɅ determinations about a 

questionɅs relevance.  Id. at 30343.

[A]n explanation of how or why the question was irrelevant to the 

allegations at issue, or is deemed irrelevant by these final 

regulations (for example, in the case of sexual predisposition or 

prior sexual behavior information) provides transparency for the 

parties to understand a decisionmakerɅs relevance determinations.   

Id. at 30343.

Decision -Maker to Determine Relevance 
ContɅd

This provision does not require a decision -maker to give a 
lengthy or complicated explanation; it is sufficient, for example, 
for a decision -maker to explain that a question is irrelevant 
because the question calls for prior sexual behavior 
information without meeting one of the two exceptions, or 
because the question asks about a detail that is not probative 
of any material fact concerning the allegations. No lengthy or 
complicated exposition is required to satisfy this provision.   

Id. at 30343 (emphasis added).

Decision -Maker to Determine Relevance 
ContɅd

If a party or witness disagrees with a decision -makerɅs 

determination that a question is relevant, during the hearing, 

the party or witnessɅs choice is to abide by the decision-makerɅs 

determination and answer, or refuse to answer the question, 

but unless the decision -maker reconsiders the relevance 

determination prior to reaching the determination regarding 

responsibility, the decisionmaker would not rely on the 

witnessɅs statements. 

Id. at 30349 (internal citations omitted).

Decision -Maker to Determine Relevance 
ContɅd

The party or witnessɅs reason for refusing to answer a relevant 

question does not matter. This provision does apply to the 

situation where evidence involves intertwined statements of 

both parties (e.g., a text message exchange or email thread) 

and one party refuses to submit to cross -examination and the 

other does submit, so that the statements of one party cannot 

be relied on but statements of the other party may be relied on. 

Id. at 30349 (internal citations omitted).

Decision -Maker to Determine Relevance 
ContɅd

In a Title IX hearing, Respondent is asked the following question by 

/ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ƻƴ ŎǊƻǎǎ-examination:

άLǎƴΩǘ ƛǘ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

for sending nude photos of Complainant to your friends after you 

ƘƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΚέ

Scenario #5
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¶Is this a relevant question? 
¶²ƘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 

allowed?

The Department reiterates that the rape shield language . . . does not 
pertain to the sexual predisposition or sexual behavior of respondents, 
so evidence of a pattern of inappropriate behavior by an alleged 
harasser must be judged for relevance as any other evidence must be.    

Id. at 30353.

Scenario #5 Ɂ Questions 

Special Issues Highlight #15
Counterclaims

The Department cautions recipients that some situations will 

involve counterclaims made between two parties, such that a 

respondent is also a complainant, and in such situations the 

recipient must take care to apply the rape shield protections to 

any party where the party is designated as a ɄɄcomplainantɅɅ 

even if the same party is also a ɄɄrespondentɅɅ in a consolidated 

grievance process.   

Id. at 30352 (internal citation omitted, emphasis added).

Counterclaims

Closing Thoughts

ÅTuning

ÅɈLooking around corners.ɉ

ÅɈPolicy should reflect practice and practice should reflect 

policy.ɉ

ÅRemember, any rules or procedures you implement must

1. Not run afoul of the final regulations

2. Must be equally applied to the parties

Closing Thoughts

The First Amendment and Title IX: An OCR Short Webinar (July 29, 2020)

OCR Short Webinar on How to Report Sexual Harassment under Title IX 
(July 27, 2020)

Conducting and Adjudicating Title IX Hearings: An OCR Training Webinar 
(July 23, 2020) 

OCR Webinar on Due Process Protections under the New Title IX 
Regulations (July 21, 2020) 

OCR Webinar on New Title IX Protections Against Sexual Assault (July 7, 
2020)

OCR Webinar: Title IX Regulations Addressing Sexual Harassment (May 8, 
2020)

Watch YouTube for Videos from OCR
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OCR Title IX website launched on August 14, 2020.

https://sites.ed.gov/titleix/

All Title IX personnel should serve in their roles impartially. 

All Title IX personnel should avoid 

Åprejudgment of facts

Åprejudice

Åconflicts of interest

Åbias 

Åsex stereotypes 

A ReminderɎ

All module assessments must be completed by October 15!

Thank YouɎ

Questions?

LIVE SESSION on Title IX 
Investigations
October 7, 2021

Peter Lake , Professor of Law, Charles A. Dana Chair, and 
Director of the Center for Excellence in Higher Education 
Law and Policy, Stetson University College of Law

Dr. Jennifer R. Hammat, Dean of Students
University of Southern Indiana 

TRACK 1 ɀTitle IX Coordinators

TRACK 3 ɀTitle IX Investigators

This Live Session is Designed forɎ
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ÅHighlight of Select Issues (~70 minutes)

ÅTabletop Exercises in Breakout Groups (60 minutes)

ÅDiscuss Tabletop Exercises in the Larger Group (~60 minutes)

ÅOpen time for Questions (~20 minutes)

ÅPlease send questions in a message directly to Jennifer Hammat.

ÅWe will not read your name.

ÅWe will stay slightly past the end time if needed to answer questions but if 
you need to leave at the exact ending time, thatɅs ok.

ÅThis session is being recorded.

ÅHowever, discussion in your breakout session will not be recorded.

What we hope to accomplishɎ

Definitive Answers vs. Choice 

Points

Special Issues Highlight #1
Relationships of 

Investigator to Other Title 
IX Operatives

The final regulations do not preclude a Title IX Coordinator 

from also serving as the investigator.       

Title IX Investigator ăĄ Title IX Coordinator

5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L· ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ άǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜέ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƻǊǎΚ
Make hiring/firing decisions regarding investigators?
Should the Title IX coordinator offer input on the investigation in any way 
if not serving as the investigator?

Input on gathering evidence?
Input on the final report?

What conflicts of interest could arise?

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in 
Education Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial 
Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) (online 
at www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-
10512.pdf) at 30135 n.596.

The Department emphasizes that the decision -maker must not 

only be a separate person from any investigator, but the 

decision -maker is under an obligation to objectively evaluate 

all relevant evidence both inculpatory and exculpatory, and 

must therefore independently reach a determination regarding 

responsibility without giving deference to the investigative 

report. Id. at 30314 (emphasis added).

Title IX Investigator ăĄ Title IX Decision -Maker

Should the investigator be called as a first witness routinely in a hearing?

Special Issues Highlight #2
Written Notification Prior 

to an Investigation
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ÅNotice of the schoolɅs grievance process

ÅThe opportunity, if any, to engage in an informal resolution process

ÅKey details of the alleged sexual harassment

ÅWho was involved in the incident

ÅDate and time of the incident, if known

ÅLocation, if known

ÅThe alleged misconduct that constitutes sexual harassment

ÅA statement that the respondent is presumed not responsible at the outset of the 
process and can only be found responsible after the grievance concludes

ÅA statement that the parties are entitled to an advisor of their choice

ÅA statement that the parties can request to inspect and review certain evidence

ÅAny conduct rules, if they exist, that prohibit providing knowingly false information 
or statements during the grievance process 

Written Notification to Parties BEFOREAny 
Initial Interview with the Respondent

Notice should be provided to allow the respondent 
enough time to prepare before the initial interview.

A recipientɅs grievance process mustɁ

Include a presumption that the respondent is not responsible 

for the alleged conduct until a determination regarding 

responsibility is made at the conclusion of the grievance 

process. 

§ 106.45(b)(1)(iv)(emphasis added).

Remember the Presumption of Non -Responsibility

July 2021 Q&A 

ÅQuestion #36 ñRespondent should presumed not responsible but 
that doesnõt mean a complainant should be presumed to be lying.
ÅSchools that have relied on this presumption to decline services to a 
ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ ƻǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ŎǊŜŘƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƘŀǾŜ 
done so in error. Dept. of Education, Office for Civil Rights, Questions and Answers on the Title IX Regulations on Sexual Harassment (July 2021),at 20.

Special Issues Highlight #3
Concurrent Law 

Enforcement 
Investigation/Police 

Reports

Concurrent Law Enforcement Activity

Further, subject to the requirements in § 106.45 such as that evidence sent to 

the parties for inspection and review must be directly related to the 

allegations under investigation, and that a grievance process must provide 

for objective evaluation of all relevant evidence, inculpatory and exculpatory, 

nothing in the final regulations precludes a recipient from using evidence 

obtained from law enforcement in a § 106.45 grievance process. §

106.45(b)(5)(vi) (specifying that the evidence directly related to the 

allegations may have been gathered by the recipient Ɉfrom a party or other 

sourceɉ which could include evidence obtained by the recipient from law 

enforcement) (emphasis added); § 106.45(b)(1)(ii). 

Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or 
Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 85 Fed. Reg. 30026 (May 19, 2020) (final rule) 
(online at www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-19/pdf/2020-10512.pdf) at 30099 n.466.

Police Investigations

The 2001 Guidance takes a similar position: Ɉϥn some instances, 

a complainant may allege harassing conduct that constitutes 

both sex discrimination and possible criminal conduct. Police 

investigations or reports may be useful in terms of fact 

gathering . However, because legal standards for criminal 

investigations are different, police investigations or reports 

may not be determinative of whether harassment occurred 

under Title IX and do not relieve the school of its duty to 

respond promptly and effectively.ɉ

Id. at 30099 n. 467 (emphasis added).

1363 1364

1365 1366

1367 1368



©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

©NASPA/Hierophant Enterprises, Inc, 2021. Copyrighted material. Express permission to post this 
material on the Fresno Pacific Universitywebsite has been granted to comply with 34 C.F.R. §
106.45(b)(10)(i)(D). This material is not intended to be used by other entities, including other entities 
of higher education, for their own training purposes for any reason. Use of this material for 
proprietary reasons, except by the original author(s), is strictly prohibited.

ϥs it possible to be told to Ɉstand downɉ in regards to 

conducting your Title IX investigation by police or other 

legal authority?  What about pending litigation?

What should you do?

Special Issues Highlight #4
Definition of ɈSexual 
Harassmentɉ

Sexual harassment means conduct on the basis of sex that satisfies one or more 
of the following: 

(1) An employee of the recipient conditioning the provision of an aid, 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΣ ƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǳƴǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
sexual conduct; 

(2) Unwelcome conduct determined by a reasonable personto be so 
severe, pervasive, and objectively offensive that it effectively denies a person 
Ŝǉǳŀƭ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΤ ƻǊ

όоύ ά{ŜȄǳŀƭ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘέ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ нл ¦Φ{Φ/Φ млфнόŦύόсύό!ύόǾύΣ άŘŀǘƛƴƎ 
ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ оп ¦Φ{Φ/Φ мннфмόŀύόмлύΣ άŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ 
оп ¦Φ{Φ/Φ мннфмόŀύόуύΣ ƻǊ άǎǘŀƭƪƛƴƎέ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ оп ¦Φ{Φ/Φ мннфмόŀύόолύΦ

ɈSexual Harassmentɉ  [Three-Prong Test]

(emphasis added)

Special Issues Highlight #5
Definition of ɈConsentɉ

[T]he Assistant Secretary will not require 

recipients to adopt a particular definition of 

consent with respect to sexual assault.   

Id. at 30125.

You should be well -versed on the definition of consent contained 

within your specific campus policies . Address specific issues of 

consent related to the new definition of sexual harassment.

Consent 

The Department believes that the definition of what constitutes 

consent for purposes of sexual assault within a recipientɅs 

educational community is a matter best left to the discretion of 

recipients, many of whom are under State law requirements to 

apply particular definitions of consent for purposes of campus 

sexual misconduct policies.                                  

Id. at 30124.

Consent 
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The third prong of the § 106.30 definition of sexual harassment 

includes ɄɄsexual assaultɅɅ as used in the Clery Act, 20 U.S.C. 

1092(f)(6)(A)(v), which, in turn, refers to the FBϥɅs Uniform Crime 

Reporting Program (FBI UCR) and includes forcible and 

nonforcible sex offenses such as rape, fondling, and statutory 

rape which contain elements of ɄɄwithout the consent of the 

victim.ɅɅ      

Id. at 30124.

Consent 

ÅElements

Åconsent is a voluntary agreement to engage in sexual activity; 

Åsomeone who is incapacitated cannot consent; 

Å(such as due to the use of drugs or alcohol, when a person is asleep or unconscious, 
or because of an intellectual or other disability that prevents the student from having 
the capacity to give consent) 

Åpast consent does not imply future consent; 

Åsilence or an absence of resistance does not imply consent; 

Åconsent to engage in sexual activity with one person does not imply consent 

to engage in sexual activity with another; 

Åconsent can be withdrawn at any time; and 

Åcoercion, force, or threat of either invalidates consent. 

Role, if any, of affirmative consent?  REMEMBER: State laws.

Elements to Consider 

Special Issues Highlight #6
Scope

A recipient with actual knowledge of sexual harassment in an education 

program or activity of the recipient against a person in the United States, 

must respond promptly in a manner that is not deliberately indifferent. . . 

. ɄɄeducation program or activityɅɅ includes locations, events, or 

circumstances over which the recipient exercised substantial control over 

both the respondent and the context in which the sexual harassment 

occurs, and also includes any building owned or controlled by a student 

organization that is officially recognized by a postsecondary institution . 

§106.44(a) General response to sexual 
harassment .

What does your campus policy state specifically regarding 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ άŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΚέ

(emphasis added)

This policy applies to ABC University students, employees, 
and third -parties located within the United States both on 
and off campus, as well as in the digital realm. Off -campus 
coverage of this policy is limited to incidents that occur on 
employee -led trips, at internship or service learning sites, 
and college -owned properties (including buildings operated 
by Registered Student Organizations), or in any context 
where the University exercised substantial control over 
both alleged harassers and the context in which the alleged 
harassment occurred.

Example of ɈScopeɉ in a Policy

Special Issues Highlight #7
Dismissals
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(3) Dismissal of a formal complaint Ɂ

(i) The recipient must investigate the allegations in a formal 
complaint. If the conduct alleged in the formal complaint would not 
constitute sexual harassment as defined in § 106.30 even if proved,

did not occur in the recipientɅs education program or activity, or did 
not occur against a person in the United States , then the recipient 
must dismiss the formal complaint with regard to that conduct for 
purposes of sexual harassment under Title IX or this part ; such a 
dismissal does not preclude action under another provision of the 

recipientɅs code of conduct. 

§ 106.45(b)(3)(i)

(emphasis added)

(ii) The recipient may dismiss the formal complaint or any 

allegations therein, if at any time during the investigation or 

hearing: A complainant notifies the Title IX Coordinator in 

writing that the complainant would like to withdraw the formal 

complaint or any allegations therein ; the respondent is no 

longer enrolled or employed by the recipient; or specific 

circumstances prevent the recipient from gathering evidence 

sufficient to reach a determination as to the formal complaint 

or allegations therein .

§ 106.45(b)(3)(ii)

(emphasis added)

(iii) Upon a dismissal required or permitted pursuant to 

paragraph (b)(3)(i) or (b)(3)(ii) of this section, the recipient must 

promptly send written notice of the dismissal and reason(s) 

therefor simultaneously to the parties. 

§ 106.45(b)(3)(iii)

²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

program or activity is a fact-specific inquiry. The key questions 

are whether the recipient exercised substantial control over 

the respondent and the context in which the incident occurred. 

Id. at 30204 (emphasis added).

Example: the Title IX Coordinator receives a formal complaint for 
alleged sexual misconduct that occurred between two students in an 
off-campus apartment complex where the university had no substantial 
control over the context or the alleged harasser.

Is this within the scope of the policy example described above?  If not, 

who dismisses? Regulations say the Ɉrecipient.ɉ  Who specifically?

ÅRemember, a formal complaint must be investigated .

ÅWill there be a Ɉpre-investigationɉ inquiry/ɉfact-specificɉ inquiry by 
an investigator to determine?

ÅWhat Ɉlevelɉ of investigation is required here?

ÅWill a decision -maker have to make a determination?

More on Dismissals

Special Issues Highlight #8
Investigating New Issues 

That Arise In an 
Investigation
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(ii) If, in the course of an investigation, the recipient decides to 

investigate allegations about the complainant or respondent 

that are not included in the notice provided pursuant to 

paragraph (b)(2)(i)(B) of this section, the recipient must provide 

notice of the additional allegations to the parties whose 

identities are known. 

§ 106.45(b)(2)(ii)

(emphasis added)

Special Issues Highlight #9
Preparing for an Interview

ÅA formal complaint has been received (and signed). 

ÅAn initial meeting with the Title IX Coordinator has happened 
to provide support measures.

ÅA notice of investigation has gone out to both parties.

ÅThe case has been assigned to you (the investigator) or as the 
Title IX Coordinator, you are the investigator, or you have 
outsourced the investigation.

ÅThe investigator has read the formal complaint. 

ÅWhich route for investigations has your school opted for?
ÅInvestigations with or without credibility assessments?  

What has happened? 

ÅRead the Formal Complaint 

ÅWrite out the questions you have about the report on first read. 

ÅRead the Formal Complaint again. 

ÅWhat additional questions do you have about the incident narrative. 

ÅWho is identified in the Formal Complaint you feel you need to interview. 

ÅWhat questions do you have for those individuals? 

ÅHave all of these typed out ahead of the first interview. 

ÅRevise and update with additional questions and witnesses as 

you go. 

Preparing your questions pre -interview 

ÅTitle IX investigation framework is good practice for other 

kinds of investigations: 

ÅCode of Conduct violations 

ÅThreat assessment or BIT concerns investigations

ÅEducational conversations with student 

ÅAcademic Integrity case investigations 

ÅHazing investigations 

Crossover interview techniques

Special Issues Highlight #10
Fact Finding and Data 

Collection
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ÅIntroduce yourself

ÅIs small talk appropriate? Build rapport. Establish baseline 
responses*

ÅExplain your role

ÅExplain you will be note/taking/recording the interview for 
notes 

ÅAsk interviewee to share their recollections of the incident. 
ÅDo not interrupt the narrative

ÅLet them talk until they are done 

ÅFollow up questions later

How to start an interview

You are NOT a partyɅs lawyer, advisor, counselor, parent, or friend

You ARE an investigator and a facilitator

You ARE free from bias

You ARE free from prejudgment

You ARE interested in finding out fact about the incident 

You ARE interested in the truth

Being ϥmpartial ɮ Being a Robot 

You can be a neutral fact-finder and still show empathy and kindness.

Investigation spaces should be judgement free zones

Remember your role

ÅWhen seeking clarification after the partyɅs initial recollection 
of the event, try to ask questions that build confidence and put 
them at ease. 

ÅɈYou said you left the party around 1am, is that correct?ɉ 

ÅɈYou said you recalled having three cups of Ʉred solo cupɅ 
punch, is that right?ɉ 

ÅIf they are describing a location, it might be helpful to ask them 

to sketch out the room for you (if it is a residence hall, you 
should have those schematics on your computer to pull 
up/print out). 

Follow -up questions 

ÅWhen asking harder questions about the order of events, or 
specifics about the conversation or activities, you may run into 
a series of Ɉϥ donɅt knowɉ or Ɉϥ canɅt rememberɉ statements. 
ThatɅs ok. 

ÅReassure the party its ok that they cannot remember or donɅt 
know. 

ÅYou can move to another question or kind of questioning. 

ÅIf you hit a memory gap,  ask them some sensory questions to 
see if it triggers any memories. Often there are memories they 
cannot access unless you ask the question from a different 
lens.  

Clarifications 

ÅɈCan you draw what you 

experienced?ɉ

ÅɈWhat were you feeling 

when XYZ occurred?ɉ

ÅɈWhat did you smell?ɉ

ÅɈCan you show me?ɉ

ÅɈWhat were you feeling 

when you were kissing?ɉ

ÅɈTell me more about that.ɉ

ÅɈWhat did you hear?ɉ

ÅɈTell me about his/her 
eyes.ɉ

ÅɈWhat can you not forget?ɉ

Source: Russell Strand, Frontline Training Conference, 

2018

Sense and Feel questions 

ÅAnyone you speak with about alleged sexual harassment 
(complainant, respondent, or witnesses) could have experienced or 

still be experiencing trauma as a result of the alleged situation. 

ÅBe cognizant that talking to you may be very difficult for the parties. 

ÅRemember to document their experience with as little interruption 
as possible. Follow -up questions should be limited. 

ÅIdeally, you want the party being interviewed to do most of the 
speaking. 

Modified from: Russell Strand, Frontline Training Conference, 2018

A word about trauma
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ÅBaseline knowledge = 

ÅHow to evaluate risk

ÅFactors to consider in decision -making

ÅMedically accurate knowledge of sex, reproduction, sexual health

ÅAbility to navigate interpersonal relationships

ÅCommunication skills

ÅConflict resolution skills

ÅEmotional intelligence

ÅNot all students know the same thing about the same 
things 

Meet the student where they are: 

ÅInculpatory evidence

ÅExculpatory evidence 

ÅRelevant to the allegations

ÅRape shield law protections 

ÅWitnesses to interview 

ÅIf they know of others with similar experiences 

ÅCharacter testimony is permitted 

Ask them for evidence they want reviewed

ÅCross purpose. The purpose of the hearing is to determine 
credibility of all the parties and all the evidence. If the investigator 

does this, one could later assert bias against the investigator for 
making their assessment of the parties and/or the evidence. 

ÅTime. Investigations that accept information, gather documents, and 
statements, and provide a relevance review of said documents 

would make for an effective summary of the investigative materials 
presented for the hearing to sort through. 

ÅRepetition . Anything anyone says to you, they will have to say again 
at the hearing and be subject to cross -examination, or it wonɅt be 
considered. 

Why would you consider conducting an 
investigation without assessing credibility? 

Tabletop Exercises and 
Breakout Groups

ÅYou will be placed into a random breakout group with about 4 -6 
other people.
ÅPlease send a chat message to Jill Dunlap if you need to be placed in the group with 

closed-captioning.

ÅDiscuss the scenarios that were previously emailed.
ÅYou can start with either scenario.

ÅPlease spend about 60 minutes discussing the scenarios as a group.

ÅPlease share how you plan to address these issues on your campus.  
This is a time to learn from each other!

ÅWe will come back together as a group and Peter & Jennifer will go 
over the scenarios.

ÅBreakout rooms are not recorded.

ÅPlease make sure you are unmuted and video is on.

Breakout Groups

In response to the new Title IX regulations, ABC University is moving 

from a single-investigator model to a hearing panel model. The Title IX 

coordinator has called a zoom meeting with all Title IX personnel to 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎΦ  

The Title IX coordinator begins to discuss the role of the investigators 

under the new grievance procedures and suggests that the 

ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ 

decisions must be made as to the role of the investigators.

Scenario #1
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¶What significant changes to the investigative function, if any, should be 

considered?

¶Should the investigator address credibility of parties and witnesses in the final 

investigative report? Why or why not?

¶Should the investigator make recommendations on findings of responsibility in 

the final investigative report? Why or why not?

¶Should the investigator make recommendations as to the sanctions/remedies 

that should be imposed? Why or why not?

¶Should the Title IX coordinator have any input in the investigation process 

and/or report writing? Why or why not?

¶Should the investigator be called as a routine, or first, witness in Title IX 

hearings? Why or why not?

Scenario #1 Ɂ Questions 

Special Issues Highlight #11
Minimum and Maximum 

Role of Investigators

ÅCampuses are no longer permitted to have a Ɉsingleɉ or Ɉpureɉ 
investigator model under Title IX. 

ÅA separate decision -maker (or panel of decision -makers) must make 
a final determination of responsibility.
ÅThis will be a shift in the function of the investigator on some campuses. 

ÅWhat, then, is the scope of the investigative report? 
ÅPurpose? Tone? Format?

ÅWill the investigator become a witness in the hearing or play other 
roles?

Å2021 Q&A : Question #7 ñAddressing Conduct that Does Not Meet 
Definition of Sexual Harassment
Å Yes. . . . A school has discretion to respond appropriately to reports of sexual 

misconduct that do not fit within the scope of conduct covered by the Title IX 
grievance process. 

The Minimum and Maximum Role of the Title IX 
Investigator 

The Minimum and Maximum Role of the Investigator 
ContɅd

ÅGather all relevant information regarding an allegation 
of sexual harassment.

ÅInterview all relevant parties

ÅCollect and organize relevant evidence

ÅCredibility Assessments?

ÅWeighing Evidence?

ÅWrite a detailed investigative report

ÅMake recommendations for interim measures or 
accommodations?

ÅFindings of Responsibility ?

A recipientɅs grievance process mustɁ

Not require, allow, rely upon, or otherwise use questions or 

evidence that constitute, or seek disclosure of, information 

protected under a legally recognized privilege, unless the 

person holding such privilege has waived the privilege.

Remember § 106.45(b)(1)(x)

(emphasis added)

You are an investigator for ABC University investigating an allegation of non-

consensual sexual contact between Complainant and Respondent, two Freshmen 

students at ABC.  Complainant alleges Complainant was intoxicated and unable to 

give consent at the time the sexual contact occurred. Complainant submits as 

evidence a letter from a high school that Respondent and Complainant both 

attended.  The letter from the high school shows a finding of responsibility against 

Respondent for sending nude photos of Complainant while Complainant was 

passed out at a party via text message to a friend. Complainant also submits a 

letter from a juvenile court showing a judgement against Respondent for the 

άǎŜȄǘƛƴƎέ ŀŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƴŀƭǘƛŜǎ ƛƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻƴ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƛƴŜΣ ƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅ 

counseling and community service. 

Scenario #2
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¶{ƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ 

ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜέ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

response prior to the finalization of the final investigative 

report?

¶Is this relevant evidence that should be included in the final 

report? Why or why not? How would you determine this?

Scenario #2 Ɂ Questions 

Special Issues Highlight #12
ɈUniverse of Evidence,ɉ 
ɈRelevanceɉ and Rape 

Shield Protections

(vi) Provide both parties an equal opportunity to inspect and 

review any evidence obtained as part of the investigation that 

is directly related to the allegations raised in a formal 

complaint, including the evidence upon which the recipient 

does not intend to rely in reaching a determination regarding 

responsibility and inculpatory or exculpatory evidence whether 

obtained from a party or other source , so that each party can 

meaningfully respond to the evidence prior to conclusion of the 

investigation. 

§ 106.45(b)(5)(vi)

(emphasis added)

Prior to completion of the investigative report, the recipient 

must send to each party and the partyɅs advisor, if any, the 

evidence subject to inspection and review in an electronic 

format or a hard copy, and the parties must have at least 10 

days to submit a written response , which the investigator will 

consider prior to completion of the investigative report. The 

recipient must make all such evidence subject to the partiesɅ 

inspection and review available at any hearing to give each 

party equal opportunity to refer to such evidence during the 

hearing, including for purposes of cross -examination; and

§106.45(b)(5)(vi) ContɅd

(emphasis added)

(vii) Create an investigative report that fairly summarizes 

relevant evidence and, at least 10 days prior to a hearing (if a 

hearing is required under this section or otherwise provided) or 

other time of determination regarding responsibility, send to 

each party and the partyɅs advisor, if any, the investigative 

report in an electronic format or a hard copy, for their review 

and written response.  

§ 106.45(b)(5)(vii)

(emphasis added)

[T]he universe of evidence given to the parties for inspection 

and review under § 106.45(b)(5)(vi) must consist of all 

evidence directly related to the allegations; determinations as 

ǘƻ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ άǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘέ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŦƛƴŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ 

the investigative report, pursuant to § 106.45(b)(5)(vii) 

όǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ άŦŀƛǊƭȅ 

ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜέύΦ               

Id. at 30248 n.1021 (emphasis added).

ɈUniverse of Evidenceɉ

Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŀ άƳƛƴƛ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ-and-ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘέ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΚ
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A recipient may require all parties to submit any evidence that they 

would like the investigator to consider ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ 

to inspect and review evidence begins.Alternatively, a recipient may 

choose to allow both parties to provide additional evidence in 

response to their inspection and review of the evidence under §

106.45(b)(5)(vi) and also an opportunity to respond to the other 

ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ. Similarly, a recipient has discretion to 

ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ 

the other party to ensure a fair and transparent process and to allow 

the parties to adequately prepare for any hearing that is required or 

provided under the grievance process.     Id. at 30307 (emphasis added).

Submission of Evidence and Sharing of Responses

If a recipient chooses not to allow the parties to respond to 

additional evidence provided by a party in these circumstances , 

the parties will still receive the investigative report that fairly 

summarizes relevant evidence under § 106.45(b)(5)(vii) and will 

receive an opportunity to inspect and review all relevant 

evidence at any hearing and to refer to such evidence during 

the hearing, including for purposes of cross -examination at live 

hearings under § 106.45(b)(5)(vi).   

Id. at 30307 (emphasis added).

Not Allowing Parties to Respond to Additional Evidence

If a recipient allows parties to provide additional evidence after 

reviewing the evidence under § 106.45(b)(5)(vi), any such 

additional evidence that is summarized in the investigative 

report will not qualify as new evidence that was reasonably 

available at the time the determination regarding responsibility 

was made for purposes of an appeal under § 106.45(b)(8).  

Id. at 30307 (emphasis added). 

Should investigators incorporate any partyɅs responses to 

the Ɉuniverse of evidenceɉ (in whole or in part) into the final 

report? 

άώ5ϐƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘέ Ƴŀȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ 

ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ άǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΦέ                              Id. at  30304.   

Non-ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƻǊ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ 

history, must be directly related to the allegations at issue in order to be 

reviewed by the other party under § 106.45(b)(5)(vi), and all evidence 

summarized in the investigative report under § 106.45(b)(5)(vii) must be 

άǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘέ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǇǊŜŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ 

would never be included in the investigative report and evidence about a 

ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 

the two narrow exceptions stated in § 106.45(b)(6)(i)-(ii) . . .   Id. at 30304.

Paring Down the ɈUniverseɉ to ɈRelevantɉ

[R]elevance is the sole gatekeeper evidentiary rule in the final 

regulations, but decision-makers retain discretion regarding the 

weight or credibility to assign to particular evidence. Further, for the 

reasons discussed above, while the final regulations do not address 

άƘŜŀǊǎŀȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜέ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ § 106.45(b)(6)(i) does preclude a 

decision-maker from relying on statements of a party or witness 

who has not submitted to cross-examination at the live hearing.                   

Id. at 30354.

Relevance
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The final regulations do not define relevance, and the 

ordinary meaning of the word should be understood 

and applied.   

Id. at 30247 n. 1018.

Relevance Relevance ContɅd

The new Title IX regulations specifically . . . 

. . . require investigators and decision -makers to be trained on 

issues of relevance, including how to apply the rape shield 

provisions (which deem questions and evidence about a 

complainantɅs prior sexual history to be irrelevant with two 

limited exceptions). 

Id. at 30125 (emphasis added).

Rape Shield Protections and the Investigative Report

[T]ƘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜ άǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘέ 
evidence, and thus at that point the rape shield 
protections would apply to preclude inclusion in the 
investigative report of irrelevant evidence. 

Id. at 30353-54 (emphasis added).

Prior Sexual History/Sexual Predisposition

Section 106.45(b)(6)(i) -(ii) protects complainants (but not 

respondents) from questions or evidence about the 

complainantɅs prior sexual behavior or sexual predisposition, 

mirroring rape shield protections applied in Federal courts.

Id. at 30103 (emphasis added).

[T]he rape shield language in § 106.45(b)(6)(i)-(ii) bars questions or 

ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǇǊŜŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ όǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ) 

and about a ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ 

exceptions: 

1) if offered to prove that someone other than the respondent 

committed the alleged sexual harassment, or 

2) if the question or evidence concerns sexual behavior between the 

complainant and the respondent and is offered to prove consent.

Rape Shield Language

Id. at 30336 n.1308 (emphasis added).

I. BACKGROUND AND REPORTED CONDUCT 

II. JURISDICTION

III. SCOPE OF THE INVESTIGATION

IV. RELEVANT POLICY AND LAW PROHIBITING SEXUAL HARASSMENT (INCLUDING SEXUAL ASSAULT AND 

RETALIATION): 

V.  INVESTIGATION AND SUMMARY OF RELEVANT EVIDENCE

A. Statements of Parties and Witnesses

B. Documentary Evidence

VI. ANALYSIS?

VII. CONCLUSION 

Possible Format for the Final Investigative Report

Covered in-depth in the module on report-writing.
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You, a Title IX investigator, are conducting an interview with a party in a Title IX 

grievance process. This party is a faculty member who is accompanied to the 

interview by a union representative and a personal attorney. You find it very 

difficult to interview the party because of the back and forth talk between the 

ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊǎΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀǳŘƛōƭȅ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘƛƴƎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

party.  The campus allows both parties to have two advisors present at the 

interviews and subsequent hearing (the other party in this matter will have a 

disability advocate and a personal attorney).  Eventually the interview process 

becomes untenable because of interchanges among the advisors and party; you 

stop the interview mid-way through.

Scenario #3

¶What should be done at this point in the investigation? 

¶Who can you reach out to for assistance? 

¶What rules for advisors can be put in place with regards to 

interviews? What will you do if advisors refuse to cooperate 

with such rules?

Scenario #3 Ɂ Questions 

Special Issues Highlight #13
Advisors

(iv) Provide the parties with the same opportunities to have 

others present during any grievance proceeding, including the 

opportunity to be accompanied to any related meeting or 

proceeding by the advisor of their choice , who may be, but is 

not required to be, an attorney, and not limit the choice or 

presence of advisor for either the complainant or respondent in 

any meeting or grievance proceeding; however, the recipient 

may establish restrictions regarding the extent to which the 

advisor may participate in the proceedings, as long as the 

restrictions apply equally to both parties ;

§ 106.45(b)(5)(iv)

(emphasis added)

The Department believes that requiring recipients to allow 

both parties to have an advisor of their own choosing 

accompany them throughout the Title IX grievance process, 

and also to participate within limits set by recipients, is 

important to ensure fairness for all parties.  

Id. at 30298 (emphasis added).

ÅAdvisor of partyɅs choice

ÅCould be a parent, friend, an attorney, an employee of the college

ÅCould even be a witness in the investigation

ÅSchools cannot require a particular type of advisor, nor can 

they require an advisor to have a specific type of training

ÅSchools may provide resources to advisors to better 
understand the process

ÅSchools may implement limits for participation by advisors in 
meetings and rules of decorum for hearings as long as they are 
applied equally

Advisors
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Complainant has filed and signed a formal complaint alleging sexual 
misconduct by Respondent. In an interview with you, the Title IX Investigator, 
the Respondent claims that someone other than Respondent committed the 
alleged sexual assault against Complainant on the night in question, and that 
/ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ŦƛƭŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ǘƻ άƎŜǘ 
ŜǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ŀǘ ŀƴ ƻŦŦ-campus 
building owned by a recognized student organization during a party where 
everyone was engaged in heavy alcohol use.  Respondent, who is unable to 
afford an attorney, asks you, the Investigator, to help Respondent determine 
what evidence would help demonstrate that Respondent is not the actual 
perpetrator.

Scenario #4

¶Who bears the burden of evidence in this situation?

¶²Ƙŀǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŜȄŎǳƭǇŀǘƻǊȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳǎΚ ²Ƙŀǘ 

ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŎǳƭǇŀǘƻǊȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳǎΚ

¶Lƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ άǊŀǇŜ ǎƘƛŜƭŘέ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ Ƙƻǿ ƳƛƎƘǘ /ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘ ōŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŜŘ 

regarding this information in a follow-up interview?

¶aŀȅ ȅƻǳ άƘŜƭǇέ ǘƘŜ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΚ Iƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ 

request?

¶Might you now have actual notice that the Respondent is a Complainant? 

Scenario #4 Ɂ Questions 

Special Issues Highlight #14
Burden of Gathering 

Evidence and Burden of 
ProofɎThinking Ahead to 

the Hearing

Requires a decision-maker who is not the same person as the 
Title IX Coordinator or the investigator to reach a 
determination regarding responsibility by applying the 
standard of evidence the recipient has designated in the 
recipientɅs grievance procedures for use in all formal 
complaints of sexual harassment (which must be either the 
preponderance of the evidence standard or the clear and 
convincing evidence standard) . . . 

Id. at 30054 (emphasis added).

§ 106.45(b)(7)

(ii) Require an objective evaluation of all relevant evidence Ɂ

including both inculpatory and exculpatory evidence Ɂ and 

provide that credibility determinations may not be based on 

a personɅs status as a complainant, respondent, or witness; 

§ 106.45(b)(1)(ii)

(emphasis added)

[I]ǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ǘƻ ƛƳǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ 

evidence and present it so that the decision-maker can 

determine whether the recipient (not either party) has 

shown that the weight of the evidence reaches or falls 

short of the standard of evidence selected by the 

recipient for making determinations.   

Id. at 30292 (emphasis added).

Recipient Bears the Burden of Gathering Evidence
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The Department agrees with commenters that even so-called 

άƘŜ ǎŀƛŘκǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘέ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ § 106.45 grievance 

process obligates recipients to bear the burden of gathering 

evidence and to objectively evaluate all relevant evidence, 

ōƻǘƘ ƛƴŎǳƭǇŀǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎǳƭǇŀǘƻǊȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ƻǿƴ 

statements as well as other evidence.     

Id. at 30319 (emphasis added).

Burden to Gather Inculpatory and Exculpatory Evidence

§млсΦпр ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜǘ ǇŀǊŀƳŜǘŜǊǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ άǉǳŀƭƛǘȅέ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

can be relied on, § 106.45 does prescribe that all relevant evidence, 

inculpatory and exculpatory, whether obtained by the recipient from 

a party or from another source, must be objectively evaluated by 

investigators. . . 

Id.at 30105 (emphasis added).

Objective Evaluation of Evidence

[E]vidence subject to inspection and review must include inculpatory 

and exculpatory evidence whether obtained from a party or from 

another source. The Department does not believe it is necessary to 

require investigators to identify data gaps in the investigative report, 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ 

and respond to the investigative report, adequately provide 

opportunity to identify any perceived data gaps and challenge such 

deficiencies.     

Id. at 30248 (emphasis added).

Data Gaps

Whether the evidence gathered and presented by the recipient 

(i.e., gathered by the investigator and with respect to relevant 

evidence, summarized in an investigative report ) does or does 

not meet the burden of proof, the recipientɅs obligation is the 

same: To respond to the determination regarding responsibility 

by complying with § 106.45 (including effectively implementing 

remedies for the complainant if the respondent is determined 

to be responsible).   

Id. at 30291 (emphasis added).

Burden of Proof

Standard of Evidence - Preponderance of the Evidence 

Using a preponderance of the evidence standard, and considering relevant 
definitions in the policy,  the hearing panel weighs the evidence to 
determine whether the respondent violated the policy.

50.01% likelihood or 50% and a feather
Which side do you fall on? 

The greater weight of the evidence, not necessarily established by the 
greater number of witnesses testifying to a fact but by evidence that has the 
most convincing force, superior evidentiary weight that, though not 
sufficient to free the mind wholly from all reasoanble doubt, is still sufficient 
to incline a mind to one side of the issue rather than the other.

.Ǌȅŀƴ !Φ DŀǊŘƴŜǊΣ .ƭŀŎƪΩǎ [ŀǿ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ млΣ όнлмпύ, 1373 

ÅEvidence indicating that the thing to be proved is highly 

probable or reasonably certain. Bryan A. Gardner, BlackɅs Law Dictionary 10, 

(2014). 674  

ÅCertain facts must be proved by clear and convincing 

evidence, which is a higher burden of proof. This means the 

party must persuade you that it is highly probable that the 

fact is true. CACI No. 201. More Likely True ɁClear and Convincing Proof 

https://www.justia.com/documents/trials -litigation -caci.pdf

Standard of Evidence ɀClear and Convincing 
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Special Issues Highlight #15
Counterclaims

The Department cautions recipients that some situations will 

involve counterclaims made between two parties, such that a 

respondent is also a complainant, and in such situations the 

recipient must take care to apply the rape shield protections to 

any party where the party is designated as a ɄɄcomplainantɅɅ 

even if the same party is also a ɄɄrespondentɅɅ in a consolidated 

grievance process.   

Id. at 30352 (internal citation omitted, emphasis added).

Counterclaims

Closing

ɈYou have no Ɉsideɉ other than the 

integrity of the process.ɉ

Closing Thought

The First Amendment and Title IX: An OCR Short Webinar (July 29, 2020)

OCR Short Webinar on How to Report Sexual Harassment under Title IX 
(July 27, 2020)

Conducting and Adjudicating Title IX Hearings: An OCR Training Webinar 
(July 23, 2020) 

OCR Webinar on Due Process Protections under the New Title IX 
Regulations (July 21, 2020) 

OCR Webinar on New Title IX Protections Against Sexual Assault (July 7, 
2020)

OCR Webinar: Title IX Regulations Addressing Sexual Harassment (May 8, 
2020)

Watch YouTube for Videos from OCR

OCR Title IX website launched on August 14, 2020.

https://sites.ed.gov/titleix/
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All Title IX personnel should serve in their roles impartially. 

All Title IX personnel should avoid 

Åprejudgment of facts

Åprejudice

Åconflicts of interest

Åbias 

Åsex stereotypes 

A ReminderɎ

All module assessments must be completed by October 15th!

Thank YouɎ

Questions?
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